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NPAs free 9 comrades 
in Batangas City jail raid 


By Delfin Mallari Jr. and Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 
and Luige A. del Puerto in Manila 


BATANGAS CITY—POSING AS POLICEMEN AND 
using human decoys, communist New People's 
Army rebels sprang nine of their comrades from 
the Batangas provincial jall in а smooth operation 
that only took minutes. 
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Lakas plans 
7 revisions 
to Charter 


By Cynthia D. Balana 
and Christine О. Avendaño 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO'S PAR- 
ty will propose seven amendments to the 
Constitution in its bid to move the country 
to the parliamentary system in six months, 
working documents made available yester- 
day to the Inquirer showed. 

"It will be tight but doable,” said the Pres- 
ident's political adviser, Gabriel Claudio, of 
the timeline proposed during Saturdays 
caucus of the ruling Lakas-Christian Muslim 
Democrats. 

“I see no reason why the party will not 
rally behind that timeline,” said Claudio in a 
phone interview. 

The amendments, proposed by Speaker 
Jose de Venecia, are: 

© Transformation from the presidential 
to the parliamentary system. 

© Establishment of a unicameral legisla- 
ture and abolition of the Senate. 

9 Lifting the term limits of elected offi- 
cials. 

* Providing for a five-year term of office 
forall elective officials. 

* Арап on political "turncoatism." 

© Creation of autonomous regions to- 
ward the establishment of a federal sys- 
чап 

© Easing of restrictions on foreign in- 
vestments in the country. 

The working documents ineluded a paper 
titled "Option A with Timeline.” It included 
the approval of the proposed seven amend- 
ments either by a constituent assembly or a 
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FVR now says 
he’s flexible on 
GMA term limit 


By Nikko Dizon 


FORMER PRESIDENT FIDEL RAMOS, USING 
his trademark cryptic replies, does not sound 
like he has lost a battle against President 
Macapagal-Arroyo. 

"you have to be flexible,” said Ramos, a 
day after a caucus of the ruling Lakas-CMD 
agreed to move the country toward a parlia- 
mentary democracy. 

“Today, I cannot be carrying bombs to Бе 
thrown in your direction. Why? I'm board- 
ing an airplane. We won't be able to get past 
security,” said Ramos, looking relaxed at а 
news conference before boarding а flight for 
a weeklong business meeting in India. 

The 77-year-old Ramos was rebuffed 
twice by Ms Arroyo in his call for her to re- 
linquish power and run in elections in 2007 
upon the institution of a parliamentary sys- 
tem of government. 

During the Lakas-CMD caucus on Satur- 
day night, the ruling party approved a reso- 
lution "firmly in support of the fulfillment 
by the President of her present constitution- 
al mandate to serve in office until 2010.” 
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Viet ‘pho’ soup empire 
targets ‘lugao’ country 


HO CHI MINH CITY—I 
Vietnamese soup for the 
soul 

Round the clock for 
over a century, millions of 
Vietnamese have enjoyed 
nothing better than a hot. 
bowl of pho, a traditional g 
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Senators to GMA: 
Don’t dictate to us 


THE HOLY CHILD JESUS 
stars in religious feasts held 
simultaneously in various 
parts of the country. In Cebu 
City, a lighted image is 
carried during a procession 
on the eve of the Sinulog's 
grand festival .. 
‘CONPHOTORUNIE ENDOZA 


IN TONDO, Manila 
(inset), babies are blessed in 


Joker: Senate 
won't write 
own obituary 


By T] Burgonio and Michael Lim Ubac 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-AR- 
royo's fresh push for a new 
Constitution and a parliamen- 
tary system by the middle of 
the year has run into a wall of 
opposition in the Senate. 


Maverick administration Sen. Joker Ar- 
тоуо and his colleagues yesterday scoffed аг 
the Presidents timetable, reminding her 
that she and other Lakas party leaders could 
not dictate on the Senate. 

“The Con-cha troika can’t rush the Senate 
оп that,” the senator said of Ms Arroyo, Юг- 
mer President Fidel V Ramos and Speaker 
Jose de Venecia. “The troika mistakenly be- 
lieves that the senators would agree to write 
their own obituary.” 

The Senate will be abolished under the 
unicameral form of government espoused 
by Lakas. 

At the Lakas national directorate meeting 
on Saturday, Ms Arroyo said Charter change 
“must be achieved by the middle of this year” 

The Lakas national directorate rejected 
Ramos’ proposal that Ms Arroyo cut short 
her term in 2007 to pave the way for a par- 
liamentary government. 

De Venecia is proposing a French-style 
transition parliamentary government under 
which Ms Arroyo would remain president 
but share some of her powers with a prime 
minister who would be the chief operating 
officer. 

Sen. Richard Gordon, chair of the com- 
mittee on constitutional amendments, revi- 
sion of codes and laws, said the Senate was 
nota rubber stamp. 

Reacting to Ms Arroyo's timeline for con- 
stitutional change, Gordon said: "I will al- 
ways vote for the interest of the country, not 
for the interests of President Arroyo, De 
Venecia and Ramos." 

Deputy Speaker for Mindanao Gerry 
Salapuddin acknowledged that the battle to 
amend the Constitution would shift to the 


front of the Sto. Nino Church ^ Senate. 


during the celebration. A 
fluvial procession, however, 
ended in tragedy in Southern 
Leyte when a boat capsized. 
Sixteen people drowned. 
(Story in Across the Nation, 
Page A17.) 


‘After emerging from the Lakas national 
directorate meeting that ended at midnight, 
Salapuddin disclosed that the party led by 
its chair, Ms Arroyo, would “negotiate” with 
senators starting next week. 

“Not one of the (administration) senators 


‘THE PALE, ALMOST GHOSTLY FIGURE, 
lying ina coma at the far end of Pavilion IV 
of the San Lazaro Hospital in Manila is ex- 
pecting death any day now. 

Nita, 27, is in the final stage of her long 
and losing battle with AIDS. It was the 
homecoming gift she got from the father 
of her two daughters, a longtime seaman 
who died of the virus three years ago. 

‘The younger of the two is just 5 years 
old, The girl is infected as well. She's now 
taking medication, but doctors say its just 
a matter of time before the virus claims 
her, too. 

Her elder sister, 6, will soon be a total 
orphan 


HIDDEN, GROWING PROBLEM 


Persons with AIDS get priestly comfort 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


Theirs is the new and often obscured рїс- 
ture of the country's "hidden and growing" 
problem with the AIDS virus. 

Ar least 2,260 cases were documented last 
year, but the figures don't actually give the re- 
al score. Many "persons with AIDS" still live in 
the dark, fearing discrimination. 

Dr. Roderick Poblete of the Philippine Na- 
tional AIDS Council once said a conservative 
estimate would be around 10,000, consider- 
ing that officials might be missing two to 
three more vietims for every documented 
case. 

As far as the council knows, at least 749 of 
the AIDS victims got the virus while working 
abroad. Seafarers like Nita's live-in parmer 
top the category. They far outnumber enter- 
tainers, at least 268 to 50, as of last year. 


Nita, who hails from a family of farmers 
їп Central Luzon, knew nothing about the 
statistics or the extent of the AIDS prob- 
Jem in the Philippines. 

When her partner, then in his 40s, re- 
turned home three years ago, all she saw 
was a healthy-looking man coming home 
from another hard stint abroad. 

They slept together and, soon, she was 
pregnant with their second child. But lite 
did she know it was a betrayal. He had gone 
оп sexual adventures abroad and came 
home with AIDS. 

“She kept dreaming about him a few 
weeks ago, probably because of her deep- 
seated anger at the man,” says Fr. Genaro- 
“Genie” Diwa, who has been a father fig- 
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Lakas mounting divisive 
campaign for Cha-cha 


By Amando Doronila 


THE RESULTS OF THE WEEKEN 
caucus of the ruling Lakas-Chı 
tian Muslim Democrats left the 
political horizon more muddled 
than it was before the party mem- 
bers met. 


The caucus miser- . ANALYSIS 


inei The 


ably did not live up to 
the billing that it would resolve 
the issue of President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's tenure and has left the 
public guessing who won or lost in 
what was touted as a showdown 
between Ms Arroyo and former 
President Fidel Ramos over the 
proposal to cancel the 2007 elec- 
tions and allow the President to 
serve out her term until 2010. 


Published reports indicate that 
the coalition is flexing its muscle. 
to ram through the no-election 
proposal, in the fashion that its 
majority in the House of Repre- 
sentatives strangled in Septem- 
ber 2005 the impeachment com- 
plaint against the 
President. 
no-election 
scheme clearly contradicts 
Ramos’ preferred plan—for the 
President to step down in 2007 
and for the installation of a раг- 
liamentary system after across- 
the-board general elections, 

‘The caucus apparently swept 
these differences under the rug 
and deflected a damaging con- 
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Solons see further delay 
in approval of 06 budget 


By T] Burgonio 


SENATORS ARE APPREHENSIVE THE PASSAGE 
'of the P1.06-trillion national budget would be 
further delayed because the House of Representa- 
itives appears to be more engrossed with the move 
но amend the Constitution. 


Commission, National 


agencies. 


| "It looks like it's going to be 
Hturther delayed. They're more 
‘interested in Cha-cha (Charter 
ichange) than in passing the 
ibudget," said Sen. Ralph Rec- 
Ко, chair of the committee on 
iways and means, in an inter- 
Мем. 
Î As Congress resumes sessions 
‘today, the House is expected to 
{give priority to President Maca- 
ipagal-Arroyo's push for a new 
‘Constitution by the middle of 
‘che year than any piece of legis- 
lation. 

Cagayan de Oro Rep. Con- 
stantino Jaraula said on Saturday 
ihe had drafted a Charter that 
‘would allow Ms Arroyo to dele- 
gate her powers toa prime minis- 
‘ter during the transition from a 
presidential to a parliamentary 
"form of government. 
' The budget measure, which 
‘by law has to emanate from the 
"lower chamber, remains stuck 
in the House committee on ap- 


propriations which failed to 
hold hearings due to lack of a 
quorum. 

Recto warned the lawmakers 
that by opting to tackle Charter 
change before the budget, they 
would be earning the anger of 
the people who will be further 
burdened with the implementa- 
tion of the 12-percent expanded 
value-added tax (VAT) next 
month. 

“They will only gain the ire of 
the people,” said Recto. “After 
asking them to pay more taxes, 
we are not going to give them 
anything in return by passing the 
budget. They're being short- 
changed and given the raw end of 
the deal.” 

The senator urged the con- 
gressmen to speed up the deliber- 
ations on the budget and hasten 
its transmittal to the upper cham- 
ber for approval. 

Apart from being the most 
important piece of legislation, 


in an interview. 


government department am 
agency. 
Senate President 


the budget measure would ad- 
dress the Filipinos’ basic con- 
cerns such as health, educa- 
tion, food, shelter, law and or- 
der, among other things, Recto 
sai 

"Can Cha-cha address all 
these concerns? Besides, you 
can't convince them [the peo- 
ple] to support it if you don't 
pass the budget first. We must 
give them a reason to support 
Cha-cha,” he said. 

Tomorrow, the Senate com- 
mittee of the whole resumes its 


Quarter this year. 


February. 
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hearings on the national bud- 
get, specifically that for the De- 
velopment Academy of th 
Philippines, Philippine Sports 

Anti- 
Poverty Commission, Philippine 
Tourism Authority and Duty 
Free Philippines, among other 


"We will be ferreting out exces- 
sive spending by seeking justifica- 
tion for expenses done by the 
government,” Senate Minority 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. said 


Seeing a delay in the trans- 
mittal of the budget measure by 
the House, the Senate con- 
vened itself into a committee of 
the whole in mid-November to 
scrutinize the budgets of every 


Franklin 
Drilon last month voiced opti- 
mism that the budget, the biggest 
ever submitted by a President to 
Congress for approval, would be 
passed by the end of the first 


The senator said he expected 
the House to conclude its hear- 
ings, finish its debates and ap- 
prove the General Appropriations 
Act on the floor, and transmit it to 
the Senate by the middle of 
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Reyes orders tighter 
security in Abra 
after latest killing 


By Artha Kira Paredes 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 


Party Озу 
Party бошу 
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my oath in front of my brother's 
coffin,” said Joseph. 

Bernos father, former Abra 
Gov. Andres Bernos, said the fam- 
ily believed the mayor's murder 
жаз politically motivated. 

Reyes said he had ordered the 
police Criminal Investigation and 
Detection Group in the Cordillera 
to quickly solve the case. 

“They will not go home until 
the case is solved,” he said, 
adding that the CIDG was also or- 
dered to furnish the Department 
of Interior and Local Government 
with daily reports on the progress 
ofthe investigation, 

Reyes said there would be no 
“sacred cows” in the implementa- 
tion of the law. “We will be firm 
but fain” 

Supt. Leonardo Dionisio, 
Cordillera police director, echoed 
the vow, and said: "We would ex- 
clude no one. Even powerful and 
influential people would be in- 
cluded in the investigation.” 

Dionisio said an eyewitness had 
provided a description of the gun- 
man. He said the police were follow- 
ing through on leads regarding the 
identity of the people behind the 
‘murder, but declined to elaborate. 

The mayor's wife, Joy, said, 
"Every Abrenian knows who 
killed my husband." She also de- 
clined to name any suspect. 

Joseph said it was sad that his 
brother was killed while serving 
his last term as mayor of La Paz. 

When asked if he thought the 
death of his brother might have been 
provoked by his open declaration to 
pursue higher office, Joseph said: 
“Thats how it goes. If you йу early, 
you would be taken down early" 


e LA PAZ, ABRA—INTERIOR SEC- 


retary Angelo Reyes yesterday or- 
dered police officials in Abra to 
tighten security and contain fur- 
ther violence following the mur- 
der of Mayor Mare Ysrael Bernos 
of this town on Friday. 

Reyes, who paid his respects at 
Bemos wake here yesterday, said 
the peace covenant signed by war- 
ring Abra officials on Aug. 29, 2005, 
had largely held until the murder of 
Beros, a local opposition leader. 

Bernos, 31, was shot dead 
while watching a basketball 
game at the Sangguniang Ka- 
bataan park here at about 7 Fri- 
day night. 

Reyes said he ordered Senior 
Supt. Marcelo Manalo, Abra po- 
lice director, to increase police 
presence and visibility in the 
province and set up check points. 

“The Philippine National Po- 
lice's Special Action Forces will 
continue its presence [in the 
province)" Reyes said. 

He said if Bernos’ murder sig- 
naled the start of fresh hostilities 
among warring politicians in the 
province, the police were ready to 
prevent further bloodshed. 

“Thope this would end,” Reyes 
said. E 

Reyes swore in the slain may- 
ог younger brother, Vice Mayor 
Joseph Santo Niño Bernos, 27, as 
the new mayor on Sunday. 

The younger Bernos took his 
oath of office beside the coffin of 
his brother. 

“Never in my wildest dreams 
did I imagine that I would take 
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Ramos. The founding father of Lakas- some party faithful of “unanimity” in 
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Lakas mounting divisive campaign 


CMD, Ramos was ominously quiet the motion not to tamper with the cus in a triumphant and belligerent mood, 
frontation between Ms Arroyo and and did not contradict the claims by Presidents term. 
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All Sealed Brand New 
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mall but poworlul sound 


Truly в versato and praia polest quay sound system 


‘hat can ba brought anynrar anytime. Sata- р п а minuto. Built- п Felcbeck Suppressor. 


Ono charging last К а f д 


uso. Up o 600 sadence capacty in a 


From the Projector Superstore. 


COSMOTECH 


Projector World 


МАКАТ: God! Floor King's Court 1 


SHOWROOM: GIF Cyberzone SM Cty Mall West (North Edsa}, QC. 

CEBU: 2nd Floor NDI Big. AS Fortuna SL Mandaue Cty Cebu Te 032-422 3201 1o 02 

DAVAO: 4th Floor Ralanco Big. Rizal Extenson, Davao Cty 
d 


Parking avalabe at Kings Court or park 
your cars along Amorsolo SL 
Justin case our sis are fied- up. 


Pasong Tamo cor. Dela Rosa SLMakati Cty Tet 759 2484 
Tek 920 0241, 9200854 


Tot 082-225 8693 1094 


Ms Arroyo emerged from the cau- 


which did not seem justified by the outcome 
of the caucus. According to press reports, the 
caucus “unanimously” passed a motion not to 
touch her term. 

Claims like these strengthen public percep- 
tion that Lakas and party leaders are fixing 
things among themselves on such issues as 
constitutional revision. 

From the Presidents mouth came these 
Delphic words: "We must achieve (constitu- 
tional change) by the middle of this year.” She 
did not clarify what she meant, what sort of 
change she had in mind, and whether the 
election would be cancelled. 

Speaker Jose de Venecia added to this ob- 
fuscation with the pompous statement that 
"we are on the eve of a historic six months. We 
will see a historic transition of the Philippines 
under the leadership of Lakas from a presi- 
dential form of government to a unicameral 
form of government.” 


No role for the people 

If Lakas is engineering a “historic transfor- 
mation” of the political system, itis doing it to 
the exclusion of public participation, as 
though constitutional change is the exclusive 
concern of a majority coalition. 

The method by which Lakas seeks to make 
this transformation becomes more unsettling 
after Ms Arroyo urged her party mates to use 
“superior force" to realize Lakas’ three priori- 
ties, revising the Constitution, sustaining gains 
in the economy, and easing poverty. 

She urged the party to have “teamwork and 
discipline” in a fighting statement apparently 
to rouse the spirit of party members to battle 
in an expected revival of political hostilities 
Over the contentious issues of constitutional 
change and threats from the opposition to file 
anew impeachment complaint. 


Ramming Cha-cha through 

“Steeled by bruising battles, we don't need 
additional training to win over our political 
foes in every round,” Ms Arroyo said. 

“We are the superior force. Our opponents 
must either toe the line of the national interest. 
and fiscalize responsibly with statesmanship, ot 
be relegated to the wayside of irrelevance or ig- 
nominy With our heavy armory of democracy 
and legitimacy, we shall fight the squads of 
destabilizers and spoilers in the opposition.” 

The words "superior force" signal that the ad- 
ministration would not hesitate to use the Lakas 
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for Cha-cha 


machinery to ram through proposals to convene 
the House and the Senate into a constituent as- 
sembly to propose constitutional amendments, 
and to consider the draft constitution prepared 
by the Consultative Commission, whch has pro- 
posed the cancellation of the 2007 election. 


Flaw in the strategy 

Both the constituent assembly proposition 
and the no-election scheme are highly con- 
tentious, and the first is fiercely opposed by 
the Senate. 

This campaign for constitutional change 
rests on the House—where Lakas has a wieldy 
majority—for traction. Lakas demonstrated this 
power to crush moves to oust the President in 
the impeachment complaint last year. The 
quashing of the complaint blocked its transmit- 
tal the Senate for an impeachment trial. 

The weakness of this strategy built on 
Lakas’ firepower and manpower lies in that it 
is mounted on the back of the House and that 
it bypasses the cooperation of the Senate, 
whose compliance is essential for the success 
ofthe constitutional revision drive. 


Division, not consensus 

It is thus a divisive campaign. It does not. 
lead to consensus. 

The strangulation. of the impeachment 
complaint in the House appears to have em- 
boldened Ms Arroyo and given her false confi 
dence that she could push constitutional revi- 
sion unilaterally, or solely with House, or 
Lakas, assistance. 

‘These initiatives stretch the stonewall tac- 
ticto the limit. 

The dim prospect of Senate concurrence to 
the constituent assembly plan appears to have 
driven the administration to undertake an- 
other bypass operation, i.e., initiating a cam- 
paign for a people's initiative through the col- 
lection of the signatures of 12 percent of the 
registered voters on the resolution to amend 
the Constitution. 


Distorting people power 

This option may be resorted to if Congress 
refuses to sit as a constituent assembly or to 
call a constitutional convention. 

Although the President has a reservoir of 
political allies among provincial officials and 
congressmen, any attempt to bypass the insti- 
tutional process on Charter change represents 
a crude resurrection and a distortion of peo- 
ple power. 


NPAs free 9 comrades ... 


From page Al 

As if that wasn't enough, four other in- 
mates facing illegal drugs charges joined the 
mass breakout on Saturday night. 

The rebel rescuers also took off with seven 
police pistols and a shotgun after locking up 
the guards in one of the cells. 

“It was all over in four minutes. The help- 
less jail guards were not able to offer any re- 
sistance,” communist spokesperson Gregorio 
“Ка Roger" Rosal told the INQUIRER. 

It was a black weekend for government 
forces, 

In Samar, NPA rebels killed four soldiers 
and wounded eight others when they ar 
bushed a convoy from the 801st Brigade in 
Motiong town at around 10 a.m., the military 
зай. 

The soldiers were returning from a medi- 
cal-dental mission in a nearby town when а 
30-strong guerrilla band fired on them in one 
of the bloodiest rebel attacks in weeks. 

In the Batangas incident, the NPA raiders 
deceived the jail guards by showing up 
dressed in black fatigue military uniforms and 
telling the guards they had come to turn over 
custody of two prisoners. 

"The duty guards really thought that 
the rebels were policemen. They even had 
two handcuffed men wearing orange 
shirts to make it appear that (the two 
were) prisoners," said Supt. Nilo Anzo, 
city police chief. 

When the guards opened the gate, the 
rebels quickly disarmed them. 

‘The jail lies about 500 meters from the city 
police station and 1 km from the provincial 
police headquarters. 


Guards end up in jail 

“It was definitely well-planned. In 15 min- 
utes, the rebels escaped and got what they 
wanted,” said Anzo. The raid occurred at 
around 7:45 p.m. 

While some rebels were disarming jail offi 
cer in charge Leo Rabano in his office, others 
went to the prison cells for their comrades. 

Inmates told investigators the rebels were 
shouting in Filipino, “Quick, those who are 
NPAs, get out,” implying the detained rebels. 
knew they would be rescued. 

The surprised guards were tied up and 
locked in one of the cells. 

"The rebels fled in a pickup and three vans. 
One of the vehicles had a government license 

late. 
Тыв only proved that the Red fighters can 
launch special operations even in key cities 
and urban areas, contrary to the claim of the 
enemies that the NPA is now a spent force,” 
Rosal said in a phone interview. 

“Expect more tactical operations from the 
NPA." 

In pursuit operations yesterday, members 
of the Philippine Air Force recovered assorted 
firearms and 30 land mines following gun 
battles with suspected rebels in two villages 
in Balayan, Batangas. 

Anzo identified the escaped prisoners as 
Danilo Mayo, alias Benjamin de la Cruz, Rey- 
naldo "Ka Aber” Rijano, Ronnie "Ka Joel" Fer- 


rer, Noel Uybad, Elison Agnes, Marilou "Ka 
Johndel” Cataquiz, Lea Gaymay, Precy 
Balmes, Marian “Ka Jaira" Vibata and Cristi- 
tuto “Ka Eloy” Galicia. 


Ex-prisoners themselves 

Mayo, Ferrer, Gaymay, Cataquiz, Balmes 
and Vibat were captured by government 
forces on a Batangas pier in 2004. 

The escaped prisoners were facing charges 
of illegal possession of high-powered firearms 
and explosives. 

‘The nine had been held in three different 
detention cells inside the provincial jail. 

‘Three of the four nonrebel inmates who es- 
caped were later recaptured, 

Provincial jail , warden — Lutgardo 
Natanauan said some inmates who saw the 
attack told investigators that the rebel 
raiders were themselves former detainees 
at the provincial jail. 


Guarding the coasts 

“These NPAs were detained here a few 
years ago but were freed after posting bail,” 
he said. 

Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa, Calabarzon po- 
lice director, immediately raised the alert lev. 
el in the entire region. He said checkpoints 
had been set up near the boundary of Batan- 
gas and Quezon provinces. 

“But we are not discounting the possibility 
that the NPAs will escape toward the Mindoro 
islands. That's why we have also alerted the 
Coast Guard,” Verzosa told the INQUIRER. 

PNP Director General Arturo Lomibao ar- 
rived in this city yesterday morning to inspect 
the provincial jail and meet with law enforce- 
ment units, 

Natanauan said he would not relieve any of 
his men despite the jailbreak. 

“1 think my men were not remiss in their 
job. They were just really tricked and de- 
ceived by the NPA,” he said. 

The one-hectare jail facility has a maxi- 
mum capacity of 300 but holds more than 600 
prisoners. 

“The jail is really overcrowded. But we're 
doing our best to manage it properly and keep 
itsecure," he said. 


Some guards asleep 

The jail has a total of 43 jail guards working 
different shifts. 

When the raid happened, only five guards, 
including the duty officer, were at the facility. 

Natanauan said there were actually three 
other guards at the jail during the attack. "But 
they were all asleep when the rebels at- 
tacked,” he said. 

‘Acting on a tip from residents, police con- 
ducted follow-up operations in the fishing vil- 
lages of Barangay Wawa and Barangay Sta. 
Clara near the Batangas International Port af- 
ter five speedboats were reportedly seen in 
the area, 

‘Some members ofthe city police were busy 
with security preparations for the city fiesta 
today, officers said. 

“The NPAs could have considered that in 
planning their attack,” Anzo said. 


КОШЕ. | THE ULTIMATE CORE FAT BURNING PROGRAMME. 
UP student ; ШЕ 
dies during ; 

hazing rites 


By Marlon Ramos 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
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CALAMBA CITY—AN AGRICULTURE ECO- 
nomics student at the University of the Philip- 
pines at Los Bafios died Saturday from severe 
physical injuries believed suffered during: fra- 
ternity initiation rites at a resort in this city, 
police said yesterday. 

SPO1 Gabriel Noguera, Calamba police in- 
vestigator, identified the victim as Marlon Vil- 
lanueva, 21, of Goodwill Subdivision in 
Paranaque Ciy. 

Police arrested two members of the Alpha ч 2 
Phi Omega fraternity chapter at UPLB who 
rushed the victim to a nearby hospital, They эу?ааунион 
were identified as Jericho Paril, 25, of Меу- Li сайтайз. 
cauayan, Bulacan, and Brandon Gonzales, 


22, of Calauan, Laguna. ташт 25 злота, 8 4 

The victim was apparently a neophyte, or 2 pr Я 
candidate for membership in the fraternity, К А tay 
Sun : EN Your TUMMY, Stay LEAN 

Noguera said police received a telephone i * 
call from the Jose P Rizal Memorial Hospital 
in Barangay Halang after the victim was 
brought to the hospital by Paril and Gonzales 
at about 2:30 a.m, 

He said the hospital staff suspected the vic- 
tim had died from hazing. 

He said police were awaiting the results of 
the autopsy done on Villanueva's remains 
which bore bruises on the thighs. 

"The victim's body was badly beaten, it was 
black and blue,” Noguera told the INQUIRER. ы 

Не said Parl and Gonzales refused to coop- | SEIN WARTEENINC 
erate with investigators. SRESTYLANE  sPERLANE 

Noguera said the caretaker at Villa No- | «LASER ACNE TREATMENT |. 


valiches Resort in Barangay Pansol here told || ewART REMOVAL — «FACIAL © 
investigators a group of about 20 male and fe- 


: SIEMENS 

Re IOBILE 091-SLIMMERS ; 
pei eile Gum весна аатай MOBILE O9 1-SEIMMERS csessaza' 

“The caretaker saw nothing suspicious 
about the group and thought it was an ordi- MEGAMALL. Gina/MaureemG31 3869 
nary [get-together] of students,” he said. һ PASAN НЕР Cher Maam 887-1335 

The caretaker said the group hurriedly left c i Pasay Нш cellphone 09178515920 
the place at around 4a.m. PRSIG Loria Dina. 681-5838 

After numerous hazing deaths in the past at SRM NORTH Mitch 929-5429 
different colleges and universities, many school EEGASPU VILE. baniftonal 893-8995; SUBIC Beth/Precy 2526518 


officials banned fraternities, only to relent when. MALATE Daisy/Mitaye 536-0619 TRAFALGAR Аппа:874:0038: 
the students promised to do away with violence 


س 
during initiation rites. The Senate had also en- ALABANG 78224399 CALOOCAN 3657653; GREENHILLS.7261826/09194986196;‏ 
acted a law banning hazing in all organizations. ]543/091622758]5:; PASAY RO. З873520/09156882088 PASKE 6473840927534131‏ 
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Great Seat 
January 12 to 17, 2006 


` It's the travel bargain event of the year! Enjoy huge discounts in ali our domestic destinations. More than 
50,000 seats are up for grabs. Hurry, you only have until January 17 to buy your Seat Sale tickets for travel- 
' between January 31 to March 16, 2006. Buy now! 


16, 2006; Book and buy procedure shall apply; Flight changes are allowed with payment of applicable fees & fare difference; 
| Confirmed reservations not cancelled before 1400H the day prior to the scheduled departure will be charged with the NUF fee; 
Closed booking fs required; Sentor citizen discount shall apply. Fares are exclusive of applicable taxes, fees and surcharges. 
“one-way fares! vice versa woe een dini йол. | 


CEBU . 
PACIFIC | 


Fare Conditions: Selling Period is from January 12 to 17, 2006; Travel Period and Ticket Validity is from January 31 to March 


For bookings call (02) 636-4938; visit our website: www.cebupacificair.com; visit our Cebu Pacific office or the Travel Agent nearest you. | 
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This ів one of the most exciting bathrooms in recent years. Designed by Stefano 
Giovannoni, about whose work Alberto Alessi said; "With exceptionally innovative 
design, Stelano has openly and masterfully created a bathroom that has ай of the 
known contours and yet Is exciting and very human.” The emotional objects fulfil 
modern demands: invisible overflows, automatic lowering of the seat with It's anti- 
bacterial coating. 


Come & experience Laufen first-hand at our showroom їй Bel-Air. ‹ 
By Luige A. del Puerto 


HE WAS FEARED IN HIS PRIME. 

But now at age 60, Rizal Alih, casts 
but a poor shadow of the renegade 
policeman who had led the raid on 
Camp Cawa-Cawa in Zamboanga 
Gity 16 years ago that left 14 people 
dead, including 2 military general 
and a colonel. 

Alih was deported by Malaysian 
authorities to the Philippines on Sat- 
urday after he served eight of a 14- 
year jail term for illegal possession of 
firearms. 

When he spoke with local reporters 
yesterday, Alih appeared subdued 
and remorseful; the fire had left his 
eyes. If anything, he said he was only 
glad to be alive. 

Breaking into tears at least 
twice, Alih, who held the general 
and the colonel hostage during the 
siege of the camp, yesterday asked 
for forgiveness from the family of 
Brig. Gen. Eduardo Batalla and 
Col. Romeo Abendan who were 
killed in the botched rescue opera- 
tion 


LAUFEN 


Made in Switzerland Misunderstanding 


“1 жап to ask for forgiveness, but I 
do not know how to contact them," 
Alih told the reporters at the Philip- 
pine National Police-Custodial Center 
where he is detained. 

Alih said his life no longer be- 
longed to him but to the families of 
Batalla and Abendan and the other 
men who died because of his ac 
tions. 
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“1 regret that Batalla died. It was an 
accident,” he said. Alih recalled that 
he was called into Batalla's office 
They had a misunderstanding, and 
the general was killed in the commo- 
tion that followed. 


Like a father 

“Whatever [punishment] they give 
me, I'm willing to accept it. Even if 
they kill me, Tagree,” he said in a mix- 
ture of Filipino and English. 

Alih sobbed as he narrated how 
Abendan had been like a father to 
him. He was always at the official's 
house, running errands for the family, 
he said. 

Escorted by Malaysian policemen, 
Alih arrived in the Philippines at 4:45 
p.m. Saturday on board Malaysian 
Airlines from Kuala Lumpur. 

А team of Filipino policemen wait- 
ed for him at the airport to whisk him 
away to Camp Crame. 


Disgruntled troops 

Philippine National Police Director 
General Arturo Lomibao said Alih will 
be flown to Zamboanga to stand trial 
for the siege. 

"He is charged with multiple mur- 
der for the siege," Lomibao said. 

Alih fled to Malaysia in the early 
"90s after leading а small band of 
disgruntled policemen and sol- 
diers in the takeover of Camp 
Cawa-Cawa, the regional head- 
quarters of the Philippine Constab- 
ulary, in Zamboanga City in Jan- 
чагу 1989. 

For three days, Alih's group held 


‘Running priest’ leads : 
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Fugitive cop says he’s sorry, ! 
willing to take punishment * 


Batalla, then the regional Seed 
der, hostage. During the military as- 
saut the camp burned down and 12 ¢g 
renegades and two hostages were 
killed. и 
Alih eluded а massive manhunt but i 
was arrested in Malaysia in 1994 and оз 
convicted for illegal possession of o 
‘weapons. 

One of the young officers who jy, 
stormed the camp shook hands with i, 
Alih yesterday. Ar 

"Г like to ask forgiveness from м, 
you and your men,” Alih told Sr. 
Supt. Manuel Gaerlan, then a.sec- „s 
ond lieutenant and now chief of 4, 
the Marikina City Police. Gaerlan y~ 
lost his trigger finger and маз о 
wounded in the left hand during 
the assault. * 

“I have no personal remorse or: 
anger with him. If he did what he be- „у 
lieved in, I also did my duty. Person- 
ally, 1 have forgiven him," Gaerlan y 
said. 


Sneaked out of camp 

Then Armed Forces chief of staff 
Renato de Villa was criticized for his у 
hesitation in ordering an attack be- 
fore Alih could kill his hostages. 3, 

Talking about his escape, Alih said... 
he “sneaked out of the back of the у 
сапр” : 

He then commandeered a vehicle „, 
which took him to Campo Muslim in |, 
Zamboanga City. From there, he took "j 
on a pump boat to Basilan where he 
rented a twin-engine boat which took : 4 
him to Sandakan, Malaysia, for 
20,000. With an AFP report , 
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kids in Edsa protest 


By Christian V. Esguerra. 


TRUE TO FORM, THE RUNNING 


priest didn't go quietly. 

Fr Robert Reyes, allegedly 
sacked for his criticism of the lo- 
cal Catholic Church hierarchy, 
yesterday led some 50 grade 
schoolers in a march from the Ed- 
sa Shrine to the nearby People 
Power Monument on Edsa. 

His transfer last year by Cubao 
Bishop Honesto Ongtioco took ef- 
fect yesterday, the Feast of the Sto. 
Niño, ending the priest's stint atthe 
Our Lady of the Miraculous Medal 
parish in Project 4, Quezon City. 

It was the second time in two 
years that Reyes had lost a parish. 
Before his transfer to Project 4, he 
had been assigned to the Parish of 
the Holy Sacrifice at UP Diliman. 

The Inumen earlier reported 
that according to Fr Aris Sison, 
spokesperson of the Diocese of 
Cubao, Reyes had opted to take a 
sabbatical after his last assignment. 

Apparently unfazed by what he 
called “a form of subtle rebuke,” he 
organized the afternoon march of 
children who had lost their homes 
ina fire in his parish on Dec. 26. 

At the People Power Monument 
where Reyes observed several 
months of fasting last year, the 
children wrote letters to President 
Macapagal-Arroyo and members 
of the Catholic Bishops Confer- 
ence of the Philippines (CBCP). 

‘The President and the bishops 
have been the focus of Reyes 
wrath: Ms Arroyo for allegedly 
cheating her way to power, and 


the bishops for purportedly not 
doing enough to condemn the ime 
morality and illegitimacy of hers 
administration. 

The letters generally asked Ms ы 
Arroyo to “stop lying, pretending . 
and scandalizing” the children, 
allegedly, for continuing to hide 
the truth about her alleged ma- 
nipulation of the 2004 election. 

The children asked the bishops 
to "teach us right and wrong, 
guide us to the right path, and in- i 
spire us to believe in the future." 

According to Reyes, they will .n 
personally deliver the letters (0:0) 
Malacafiang and the CBCP office ic 
in Intramuros, Manila, today. = 

Told that he might be accused 
of using the children for his advo- 
cacy, he replied: "Never mind if i 
Tm accused of instigating them. 
These people and their parents“) 
just want to air their grievances.” ^j 

‘Amid discussions on changing 
the Constitution supposedly for’ y 
the good of the country, Reyes” 
said the poor and their senti- 
mens wereoften unheard, — 7| 

“Let's not marginalize the poor 
who comprise 80 percent of our п 
population,” he told the INQUIRER. y+ 

in the case of the children and pe 
their families, whats needed is a 
decent relocation site. Since the 
fire, a total of 273 families out of 
the 500 that lost their homes have. 
been staying at a covered court in py 
Barangay Escopa, he said. i 

About five days ago, he said, the i; 
families became enraged when the 
local government took away the, ; 
portable toilets in the area. 5 
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Monday, January 16, 2006 

2nd Week in Ordinary Time 
1st Reading: 18 15:16-23 
Gospel: Mark 2:18-22 

One day, when the disciples of John the Baptist and the Pharisees 
were fasting, some people asked Jesus, "Why is it that both the disci- 
ples of John and of the Pharisees fast, but yours do not?" Jesus an- 
swered, "How can the wedding guests fast while the bridegroom is 
with them? As long as they have the bridegroom with them, they can- 
not fast. But the day will come when the bridegroom will be taken 
from them and on that day they will fast. 

No one sews a piece of new cloth on an old coat, because the new 
patch will shrink and tear away from the old cloth, making a worse 
tear. And no one puts new wine into old wineskins, for the wine would 
burst the skins and then both the wine and the skins would be lost. But 
new wine, new skins!” 

Commentary 

Saul disobeys the Lord, greedy for his own kingship rather than the 
honor of God. God does not want sacrifice of animals, but submission and 
obedience and so God rejects Saul as the ruler of Israel. This is the history 
of israel centuries before Jesus but the seeds are sown early that God does 
mot want sacrifice of animals, or human beings, children or our enemies, 
or fasts. And in Jesus we discover something new: that we are guests with 
Jesus at the wedding feast of God, a new people in a new covenant. Weare 
‘anew cloak of compassion to throw over the world. We are new wine that 
will bring life to all. And this life, this Spirit is poured into us in baptism 
where we promise to live as Jesus did before God. 

Claretian Publications Inc, 8 Mayumi St, UP Village, Diliman, Que- 
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аге. ог (Claretian Publications ine.) & hup://missionaries.claret.org 
(Claretians ín the Philippines) 
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Health pros 
score med 
tourism 


By Christian V. Esguerra 


NOTWITHSTANDING THE ROSY FORECASTS 
of a booming medical tourism market in the 
country not everyone is upbeat about its impact 
on the public health sector. 

"Touted as a viable solution to the country’s 
‘worsening health crisis, the medical tourism pro- 
gram envisions hordes of foreigners coming to 
the Philippines for medical treatment they could 
not otherwise afford in their own countries. 

But Philippine hospital workers are not 
convinced that medical tourism would solve 
the health sector crisis spawned by budgetary 
constraints and the exodus of health workers 
for higher paying jobs abroad. 

‘The employees’ unions in all but one major 
government hospital in Metro Manila have 
scheduled a huge gathering on Wednesday to 
tackle the new program. 

The unions which belong to the Alliance of 
Health Workers are not optimistic that medi- 
cal tourism is the answer, 

“Tes just a cosmetic measure to make it appear 
that the government is really doing something to 
solve the problem,” Jossel Ebesate, the group's 
secretary general, told the Inquirer yesterday. 

Ebesate was appalled that the program was 


offering world-class health care to foreigners - 


while leaving local patients, particularly the 
poor, o substandard treatment. 

He said the group was not convinced that 
revenues from medical tourism would be 
used to help the local health care system get 
back on its feet. 

‘The gathering, dubbed the Couneil of Leaders 
Meeting, will include employees’ unions from all 
government hospitals in the National Capital Re- 
gion, except for the East Avenue Medical Center. 
Tt will be held at the National Children's Hospital 
on E. Rodriguez Avenue in Quezon City 

During the medical tourism programs 
launching last Wednesday, Health Secretary 
Francisco Duque III said the greatest chal- 
lenge was *to transform economic gains from 
revenues by health tourism into benefits that. 
will be felt by our people.” 

"We have to constantly ask—for who are 
cost-effective services to be provided?" he 
said in his speech. 

Duque later told reporters that the plan was to 
use the earnings from medical tourism to expand. 
charity services in the public hospital, essential- 
ly by expanding bed capacity for the poor. 

Ebesate and his group remain uncon- 
vinced, saying the same strategy had been 
done before but with very few results. 

To save the supposedly collapsirig health 
system, he said the salaries and benefits of 
health professionals must be increased. 

He said crucial to this strategy would be the 
full implementation of the 1992 Magna Carta 
for Health Workers and the Nursing Law of 
2002 which sets the salary of government nurs- 
es at between P9,939 and P13,300 a month. 

Such a move would send a strong signal 
that the government was not leaving its 
health workers out in the cold, he said. 


Signature drive 
on to shut down 
Rapu-Rapu mine 


‘THE FISHERFOLK OF BICOL WILL BE CASTING 
for signatures this week as they kick off a cam- 
paign to have the Lafayette mine on Rapu-Rapu 
Island in Albay closed permanently. 

Members of Lakas Mangingisda ng Bicol 
(Lambat-Bicol) hope to gather at least 5,000 
signatures from residents in the adversely af- 
fected municipalities of the region, church 
groups and environmental advocates pushing 
for the shutdown of the mine said. 

‘The signature campaign will start in Rapu- 
Rapu, site of two mine spills that caused fish 
kills last year, and the towns of Gubat, Prieto- 
Diaz and Barcelona in Sorsogon province. 

"We intend to get a significant number of sig- 
natures ... to inform (the government) that the 
people are demanding the pullout of Lafayette, 
and that the government and Lafayette should 
be jointly held accountable for the mining disas- 
ter,” the leaders of Lambat-Bicol, an affiliate of 
the militant fisherfolk alliance Pamalakaya, said 
ina statement yesterday. 

‘The fishermen are demanding the cancella- 

tion of the mining permit of Australian firm 
Lafayette Mining Inc., which operates the 
P10.4-billion Rapu-Rapu Polymetallic Pro- 
ject. 
Te project has been ballyhooed by the De- 
partment of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources as the flagship project of the revived 
mining industry in the Philippines. 

Lafayette, however, failed to prevent two 
mine spills on Oct. 11 and Oct. 31 last year. Ef- 
fluents containing high levels of cyanide were 
released from tailing dams into adjacent bod- 
ies of water, causing fish kills in the coastal 
community. 

Pamalakaya chair Fernando Hicap said the 
signatures would be submitted to the DENR, 
the Office of the President and the Australian. 
Embassy in Manila before Congress starts its 
investigation into the mine spill. 

‘The DENR has fined Lafayette P10.7 mil- 
lion, the biggest penalty imposed on any 
mining firm in the country so far, for violat- 
ing the Clean Water Act and the firm's own 
environmental compliance certificate 

Blanche S. Rivera 
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*Coast is clear' after DENR amends order 


By Blanche S. Rivera. toldthelwQumeninaphoneinterview ture, pearl farming, mud crab fattening year permits to plots of 5-10 hectares or 
“We adopted almost all, maybe 75- and other non-extractive enterprises in more in the traditional fishing grounds of 

STRONG OPPOSITION, PARTICULARLY 90 percent of their (scientists) sugges- the coastal areas. municipal fishers will push this already 
from small fishermen, has prompted the tions. We are not favoring commercial Under the DAO, the DENR would marginalized sector beyond the edge of 
Department of Environment and Natural use. Its not for big businessmen, thein- have received three percent of the prof- poverty into the abyss of despair, frustra- 
Resources to draft а new order to amend tention is to protect,” Vitug said. its from the investments. tion and social unrest,” a PAMS letter ad- 
the controversial administrative order al Defensor and other DENR officials Fisherfolk and marine scientists, how- dressed to Defensor in November said. 
lowing the 25-year lease of coastal areas have been meeting with noted marine ever, scored the DAO 24, saying it would ^ The scientists also said mangrove re- 
to big investors and local governments. scientists like Jurgenne Primavera and pave the way for big businesses to take  forestation would eventually yield big- 

The DENR is set to limit the areas for other members of the Philippine Associa- over coastal resources, displacing the ger incomes for the communities as the 
lease to depleted mangrove forests and tion of Marine Science since last month. countrys 1.8 million small fishermen value of goods and services that could 
also limit the income-generating activi- The PAWB director said the DENR may who have first rights to municipal waters. be derived from mangroves in their nat- 
ties that could be conducted at the in- limit the income-generating activities al- The fisheries sector is a major source ural state could reach $10,000. 
vestment sites following consultations lowed at the mangrove sites to aquasilvi- of food and livelihood in the Philippines, Defensor, however, has cancelled 
with marine scientists. culture, but this was still being discussed. where about 900 coastal municipalities some community-based forest manage- 

The new AO, which adopts ће sug- Оп Nov. 17, 2005, Defensor signed depend largely on small-scale fishing. ment agreements covering mangrove 
gestions of the scientists, is set to be is- Department Administrative Order 24 Тһе Philippine Association of Marine areas and held by people's organiza- 
sued within 30 days. which allows fora 25-year lease of idle Science said municipal fishers were al- tions that were performing well. 

“Secretary (Michael) Defensor has lis- and degraded” portions of the country’s ready the poorest among the fisheries see- Тһе Tambuyog Development Center 
tened to them. We're already revising the 266,000 sq km of coastal areas for de- tors, contributing only 29 percent of total said the CBFMA awarded to one of its 
AO based on their observations. His (De- velopment, alongside reforestation re- fisheries production in 2003 compared to affiliate community organizations in 
fensor) concern really was the conserva- quirements. The lease would be renew- 40 percent from aquaculture and 31 per- Cebu had been cancelled despite the 
Чоп of mangrove areas,” Protected Areas able for another 25 years. cent from commercial fisheries. planting of 30,000 propagules in five 
and Wildlife Bureau director Virgilio Vitug The DAO 24 permits aquasilvicul- “Thus, granting the business sector 25- years and a satisfactory evaluation. 


MEET THE LEGEND. 


- LEGEND 
Motels International Corporation 


We are Legend Hotels Intemational Corporation, 
а 100% Filipino-owned and Filipino-managed chain of hotels 
that provides accommodation beyond 600 rooms 
to a wide range of clienfele - company executives, families, OFW's, 
balikbayans, provincial business travelers, local and foreign tourists. 
The unique product offerings of LHI properties do not happen by accident. 
Guest rooms, for instance, are an interesting mix of shapes and sizes 
that cater to small to medium-sized groups of people. 
There are studios for solo guests оз well as rooms 
with individual beds for a family of four or a group of twelve. 
We also have bilevel rooms with living and dining areas 
on the ground floor and our premier rooms feature a jacuzzi 
Meals are prepared home-style using age-old Filipino recipes 
as well as international favorites. And with our super value rates, 
guests truly fee! they get more than what they bargained for. 
Owned arid Managed Properties: 


2650 A. Bonifacio Street, Makati City 1233, Philippines 
Central Sales & Reservations Telephone (632) 702-2700 to 04 • Fox (632) 638-9255 lo 56 + www.legendhotels.com.ph 
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| the WORLD Ware 
Angry Pakistan says hit missed Zawahiri 


ISLAMABAD—A DINNER INVITATION TO AL- эр bo seven foreign — = m = to determine his dinner but left hours before the Afghan-Pakistan border under 
rris Bu У n and their bodies re- fate and the remains of the dead airstrike at 3 a.m. the protection of Pashtun tribes. 
Qaida's second-in-command triggered a US moved by local supporters. But wouldhavetobe examined ode- — The US sources said CIA-oper- "The angry reaction to the strike 
airstrike in Pakistan’s tribal region but Ayman al- they = there were no i termine whether Zawahiri was ated unmanned drones were be- comes just days after Pakistan, an 
ari fail eit tions Osama bin Laden's deputy, among them. lieved to have been used in the at- important ally in the US-led war 
Zawahiri failed to show up, Pakistani intelligence Zawahiri, was there. The sources, who spoke оп tack. A Pakistani intelligence offi- on ые у lodged a strong 
officials said on Sunday. “He was invited for the dinner, condition of anonymity because cial said four missiles had been protest with US-led forces in 
Ў ‘but we have no evidence he was of the issue's sensitive nature, fired. Afghanistan, saying cross-border 
Pakistan condemned Friday's The foreign ministry said on "aseniorintelligence of- said the airstrike was carried out Washington has offered $25 firing in a nearby tribal area last 
strike, which killed at least 18 Saturday that foreigners had ficial said. on the basis of “very good” intelli- million each for Zawahiri and Bin weekend had killed eight people. 
people, including women and been near the village of А Arabiya television quoted a gence indicating Zawahiri was at Laden, who have been on therun — Zawahiri is seen as the brains 
children, and summoned US Am- Damadola in the Bajaur region source it said had contact with al- the targeted location. since US-led forces toppled behind al-Qaida and has been its 
bassador Ryan Crocker to protest. bordering Afghanistan and were Qaida saying Zawahiri was live. Another Pakistani intelligence Afghanistan's Taliban rulers in public face, denouncing the United 
Thousands of local tribesmen al- the probable target. The US government has not official said two local Islamist 2001 after the Sept. 11 attacks. ‘States in repeated video messages, 
зо rallied near the scene, chant- Pakistani intelligence officials commented, but US sources fa- clerics, known for harboring al- The two have long been the most recent of which was 
ing anti-American slogans. said they were checking reports miliar with the operation said it Qaida militants, had attended the thought to be hiding along the broadcast this month. Reuters 


NOTICE TO MAYNILAD WATER CUSTOMERS AND THE PUBLIC y 
NEW WATER RATES FOR THE WEST ZONE 


Effective 1 February 2006, Maynilad Water Services, Inc. wil implement a rater adjustment as approved by the Metropolitan Waterworks and Sewerage System, 

Regulatory Office per Resolution No. 05-008-CA dated 22 December 2005, and confirmed by the МАЗ per Board Resoluton No. 2005-296 dated 28 December 2005. 
The MWS! presently serves the West Zone which consists of the folowing areas: The cites of Manila (ай but portions of San Andres & Sta. Ana). Quezon (west of 

San Juan River, West Ave. EDSA, Congressional & Mindanao Ave..: he northern part starting from Districts of the Holy Spit & Batasan Hie), Makati, west of South 

Bacoor, Imus. Kawit, Noveleta and Rosario - ай in Cavite province. 

The new schedule of water tarif for al MWS! customers effective February 1, 2006 is as follows: 


1. WATER CHARGES Effective Unti January 31, 2008 Effective on February 1, 2008 
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public office in Peru until 2010. des Flores if he were allowed to 
Fujimori led Peru for a decade гип. 
Osos A: before fleeing to Japan in 2000, But more recent surveys show 
KRUZ amid mounting accusationsofhu- that the conservative Flores and 
‘Acting MWSS Administrator man rights abuses and corruption. populist Ollanto Humala are now 


He showed up unexpectedly in tied at the head of the field of 24 
Chile in November and was candidates. ‘AFP 
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Kuwait’s ailing Emir Jaber dies 


KUWAIT—KUWAITI EMIR SHEIKH 
Jaber al-Ahmad al-Sabah, ruler of the 
tiny Gulf oil-producing state and a US 
ally, died on Sunday after a long illness, 
state media reported. He was 78. 

Under the constitution, Crown Prince 
Sheikh Saad al-Abdulla al-Sabah, 76, will 
become emir. 

But because illness has incapacitated 
Saad, political analysts expect Prime Min- 
ister Sheikh Sabah al-Ahmad al-Sabah to 
effectively run the country—a role he has 
played over the past four years. 

The illness in the past few years of both 
Jaber and Saad had sparked concems at 
home and abroad over who would rule the 
Opec nation, which sits on ope-tenth of the 
world’s oil reserves and was the main 
launchpad for the 2003 US-led invasion of 
Iraq 

"With the utmost of sorrow and sad- 
ness, the (royal court) announces to the 
Kuwaiti people, the Arab and Islamic na- 


tions and the peoples of friendly world na- 
tions the death of His Highness Sheikh 
Jaber al-Ahmad al-Jaber al-Sabah,” said a 
royal court statement carried by the state 
news agency KUNA. 

Tt said the emir, who had ruled Kuwait. 
since Dec. 31, 1977, “passed away at dawn 
on Sunday" 

Jaber had been ailing since suffering а 
brain hemorrhage in 2001. He had surgery 
on his leg in the United States in May. 

Former Iraqi President Saddam Hus- 
sein's troops occupied Kuwait for seven 
months before US-led forces ousted them. 
in 1991 Gulf War 

‘The emir retumed from exile in Saudi 
Arabia to lead the rebuilding of a land 
scarred by killings, torture and brutal rule 
during the occupation. He also oversaw 
the rehabilitation of oilfields set on fire by 
retreating Iraqi troops. 

Kuwait said there would be a 40-day of- 
ficial period of mourning and that govem- 
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SHEIK Jaber in February 1997 photo. a 
ment offices would be closed for three. 
days from Sunday. 

The emir was the 13th ruler of a 245- 
yearold dynasty that has ruled Kuwait 
Since the Anaiza tribe, to which the al- 


Sabahs belonged, migrated from the Ara- 
bian hinterland. 

Since the fall of Saddam in neighboring 
Iraq in 2003 and US calls for change in the 
Middle East, the ruling family had come 
under intense pressure from both Islamists 
and pro-Western liberals to loosen its grip 
‘on the government and share power. 

‘The ruling family has also been under 
pressure from parliament and elders with- 


tween the two branches of the ruling fami- 
ly—alJabers and al-Salems. 

Kuwait, a founder Opec member, enjoys 
‘one of the world's highest standards of liv- 
ing, despite its reliance on ой exports, un- 
predictable oil income and huge losses 
from the 1990-1991 Iraq occupation. 

К hosts up to 30,000 US troops and 
some 13,000 US citizens live in the coun- 
чу Reuters 
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SHELLEY Winters in undated photograph. rers 


US actress Shelley 
Winters dies at 85 


LOS ANGELES—ACTRESS SHELLEY WIN- 
ters, the two-time Oscar winner whose roles 
ranged from glamour girls to tramps, died ata 
Southern California nursing home early on 
Saturday, a spokesperson said. She was 85. 

Winters died at the Rehabilitation Center of 
Beverly Hills about 6:15 am, a spokesperson 
there said. 

‘She declined to disclose the cause of death. 

Winters was hospitalized in October after suffer- 
ing a heart attack. 

A blond bombshell who was tough, street wise 
and outspoken, the Brooklyn, New Yorkcraised 
Winters specialized in unsympathetic, abrasive 
mother roles that won her two Academy Awards 
for best supporting actress. 

In 1959, she won an Oscar for her portrayal of 
the slobbish Mrs. Van Daan hiding with others 
from the Nazis in "The Diary of Anne Frank." After 
a variety of other movies, she won again, playing 
the violent mother of a blind girl in "A Patch of 
Blue" (1965). 

She was also nominated for Oscars for "A Place 
in the Sun” (1951) and "The Poseidon Adventure” 
(1972), in which she played a heroine and insisted 
оп doing her own stunt work. 

Bom Shirley Shrift on Aug, 18, 1920, п East St 
Louis, Minois, Winters moved as a child with her 
family to Brooklyn, where her father worked as а 
tailors helper Money was so scarce she was out on 
the street selling magazines at age 9. 

She later worked as a Manhattan garment dis- 
trict model and salesgir before first fulfilling her 
acting dream in an amateur revue. 

Small professional parts on Broadway followed. 
Spotted by Columbia Pictures mogul Harry Cohn, 
she spent five years playing small, sexy roles in 
such films as "What a Woman!" (1943) and 
“Tonight and Every Night" (1945). 

She insistently lobbied director George Cukor 
for the role of Ronald Colman's mistress in the hit 
“A Double Life” (1948), which made Hollywood 
take note of her considerable talent. 

‘Acclaimed roles in "The Great Gatsby” (1949) 
and “Frenchie” (1951) were followed by the part 
n ‘A Place in the Sun” that quashed her sexy im- 
‘age—she played the dowdy, frumpy factory work- 
er made pregnant by Montgomery Clift, who drops 
her for a radiant Elizabeth Taylor. The role firmly 
established her reputation as an actress. Reuters 


Eminem, ex-wife 
tie knot once more 


ROCHESTER, MICHIGAN—SUPERSTAR RAP- 
per Eminem remarried his ex-wife Saturday, a 
month after he announced they were getting 
back together, his publicist said. 

"Marshall and Kim Mathers were married 
tonight in a small private ceremony at Mead- 
ow Brook Hall in Rochester, Michigan,” said 
Dennis Dennehy, a spokesperson for Em- 
inem's label, Interscope Records. 

News helicopters hovered overhead and 
paparazzi congregated outside as the Gram- 
my-winning rapper born Marshall Bruce 
Mathers Ш and his high school sweetheart ar- 
rived by limousine and were whisked inside 
the 110-room mansion built for auto baron 
John Dodge's widow 80 years ago. АР 
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To apply for a Chinatrust One Day loan, call 811-8999 or visit our 
Consumer Finance Center, 11/F Lepanto Bldg., 8747 Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 


Use your Chinatrust Loan to pay off your credit card bills and get amazing free rewards 
like an MP3 player, TV and laptop, depending on your approved loan amount! 
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bird flu meet 


BEIJING—OFFICIALS FROM HALF THE NA- 
tions on the planet will meet in Beijing on 
Tuesday and Wednesday to raise the $1.5 bil- 
lion needed to tackle the potential global 
catastrophe of a bird flu pandemic. 

"A global threat needs a global response. 
‘That is why it is important to mobilize interna- 
tional cooperation,” European Union external 
affairs commissioner Benita Ferrero-Waldner 
said Friday. 

“It is better to spend now on controlling 
avian influenza at the source and helping to 


influenza pandemic 
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than to have to spend 
much more in a catas- 
trophic event of a hu- 
man pandemic.” 
Such calls for in- 
ternational collabo- 
ration in the face of 
the bird flu threat 
have multiplied in 
the run-up to this 
week's donors’ con- 
ference, a joint initia- 
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ing. 

Scientists fear the 
more the virus 
spreads, the greater 
the chance HSN1 will 
mutate into a form 
that is easily trans- 
missible between hu- 
mans and spark а 
global pandemic that 
could claim millions 
oflives 

“There is a real 
possiblity that fur- 
ther mutation of the 
virus strain might re- 
sult in sustained hu- 
man-to-human trans- 
mission and a human 
influenza pandemic” 
which could kill “mil- 
lions of people,” says 
a draft declaration to 
be submitted to the 
90 countries and 25 
organizations repre- 
sented in Beijing. 

The World Bank 
has estimated that 
the potential eco- 
nomic and financial 
cost of a pandemic 
could reach $800 bil- 
lion and that two per- 
centage points would 
be knocked off world 
economic growth. 

First appearing in 
Southeast Asia in 
2003, the HSNI 
strain of bird 
fu—aried by mi- 
gratory 
birds—spread to the 
Middle East and then 
to Europe. 

Experts do not rule 
ош the possibility 
that it has also 
reached Latin Ameri- 
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Awful taste 


$5 WITHOUT WARNING, THE COUNTRY 


had its first taste of a parliamentary system last 
week, when political news revolved around the do- 
ings, the positioning for leadership and the struggle over 
strategy, in one political party. Lakas served a heaping 
spoonful, its different leaders and spokespersons provid- 
ing various opportunities for access journalism. But the 
aftertaste has been all too sour. 
EDITORIAL Lakas, the ruling party, blithely as- 
sumed that its decisions would become 
political reality. In part, this was simply the confidence of 
assured politicians talking. (Politics remains the art of the 
possible, and some Lakas party officials are past masters 
at selling images and illusions.) But in part, it was also the 
single-mindedness of a vulnerable party. (Lakas officials 
know that every skirmish in the so-called great debate on 
Charter change is one less encounter in the President's 
crisis of legitimacy.) 

On the most basic level, the one that ran through the 
headline stories of the last several days, this much is 
clear: Ex-President Fidel Ramos lost the contest of wills 
with President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

‘The President has come to the conclusion that she no 
longer needs the “graceful exit” Ramos described last 
July, when he literally showed up at a Palace under 
siege and helped rally the troops. This means she has 
found, or thinks she has found, political equilibri- 
um—that is to say, exactly what she needs to perfect her 
political balancing act. She did not use such a delicate 
metaphor, of course; her choice of images, in her battle 
cry before the party's top leaders, was decidedly vio- 
lent. “Steeled by bruising battles, we don’t need addi- 
tional training to win over our political foes in every 
round,” she said in one instance. “With our heavy ar- 
mory of democracy and legitimacy, we shall fight the 
squads of destabilizers and spoilers in the opposition,” 
she said in another. 

All this means is that: one, she has regained the upper 
hand in her leadership contest with Ramos, the party's 
founder, and Speaker Jose de Venecia, the party presi- 
dent; and two, she believes she is in a position to keep her 
main allies satisfied and the opposition outmaneuvered 
till 2010. 

To be sure, the outcome was foreordained, from the 
moment the venue was chosen: The caucus was held, not 
inaneutral function room in a hotel, but right in the heart. 
of Malacafiang. The Saturday caucus, in other words, was 
a coronation, not a convention. 

Ramos’ high-profile, high-stakes pressuring of Ms Ar- 
royo must have also helped seal the outcome. If there is 
anything political players have learned about the Presi- 
dent in the last several months, it is that she is truly her 
mother’s daughter. She does not take criticism lightly; she 
may not seek confrontation, but when pressed she is 
ready to do battle. The resignation of the Hyatt 10 from 
her Cabinet may have hurt her; their demand that she, 
too, resign could only have steeled her resolve. Ditto with 
Ramos’ insistence that she cut her term short. 

‘The internal politics of the Lakas party aside, however, 
the road to Charter change is not as smooth as the Presi- 
dent and her allies describe it. As we pointed out yester- 
day, this road map wrongly assumes either а complacent 
Senate or a compliant Supreme Court. 

But this won't stop the Lakas party from riding the 
Charter change express. That's a given. What the party 
needs to consider is Ramos’ next move, and that of its al- 
lies in the administration coalition. 

Lakas, after all, came into being after Ramos, then the 
defense secretary and Corazon Aquino’s preferred succes- 
sor, lost the presidential nomination of the Laban ng 
Demokratikong Pilipino to Ramon Mitra. Today, his polit- 
ical prime is behind him, but does he feel strongly enough 
about the issues to repeat history? 

Also, Lakas is the central party in the.administration 
coalition, but by no means is it the only one. In the House 
of Representatives, especially, the dynamics of relation- 
ship with the LDB the Liberal Party and the Nationalist 
Peoples Coalition is key to the coalition's political domi- 
nance. Will the other parties accept Lakas’ “tight but 
doable” timetable and also hop on the train? 

In last week's taste test, we could have sworn some of 
the Lakas party's partners looked like they were gagging 
too. 
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THE INQUIRER REPORTED LAST SATURDAY 
that fellow congressmen have pointed to 
Speaker Jose de Venecia as the mastermind of 
the hated “no-election” provision of the draft 
Constitution prepared by the Arroyo-created 
Consultative Commission (ConCom). Records 
of the ConCom show that it was former Rep. 
Gerry Espina (Biliran) who authored the "No- 
EI" provision. Whether or not it was JDV who 
prodded Espina to make the proposal, only the 
two of them know. 

Bribing incumbent elective officials with a 
three-year extension of their terms of office, 
Without having to run and spend for re-elec- 
ton, does seem to have the characteristic 
trademark of JDV But that is not an original 
trick. President Marcos did it before. When he 
had a new Constitution written by a Constitu- 
tional Convention, a provision was inserted, 
automatically making ConCom members who 
voted in favor of the draft Charter members of. 
Parliament (the Batasan). The Arroyo-appoint- 
ей ConCom members copied the spirit of that 
provision, which is actually a blatant form of 
bribery. 

Aside from the three-year bonus for incum- 
bent officials, the ConCom members gave 
President Macapagal-Arroyo the power to ap- 
point 30 unelected persons to the Parliament. 
‘Among the 30 are members ofthe present Con- 
‘Com who wrote the draft Charter. 

It is a traditional practice of legislative bod- 
ies to ban their members from enjoying bene- 
fits that they themselves write into a Constitu- 
tion or a law (an increase in salary, for exam- 
ple). Such benefits can only apply to the new 
set of officials who will replace them. This is to 
prevent legislators from using their powers for 
their own benefit. 

But the members of the present ConCom 
have done exactly that. They abused their 
powers by passing a provision that would ben- 
efit themselves. They could have banned 
themselves from being appointed to the Parlia- 
ment, as is customary, but they shamelessly did 
not do that. It is clear they, too, want a free ride 
to Parliament. Kapalmuks talaga! 

Anyway, Espina's motion was defeated in 


FIRST, FIDEL RAMOS WANTED GLORIA 
Macapagal-Arroyo to resign by 2006, demand 
ing that she do so to pave the way for a change 
їп government. Then he gave her an extension 
up to 2007, provided she did not follow the 
recommendation of her Consultative Commis- 
sion on Charter change to scrap the 2007 elec- 
tions. Ramos asked that GMA resign by 2007 
to resolve the problem of her legitimacy in the 
wake of the “Hello Garci” tapes, and run for 
parliament instead. 

‘Then following the meeting of Lakas, Ramos 
жаз reported to have agreed that GMA might 
serve out her term until 2010 provided that the 
2007 elections were held and that GMA's pow- 
ers were clipped. GMA in turn was reported to 
have said she would accede to this if Congress 
approved it. Over the weekend, Ramos denied 
this, saying it was stil his position that GMA 
resign next year. 

What's wrong with the picture? 

Ie is not that Ramos can't seem to make up 
his mind on when GMA should resign. That is 
the least of our worries. What's wrong with the 
picture is that, quite simply, who the hell is 
Ramos to be telling anyone what to do? Who 
the hell is Ramos to be deciding what kind of 
government we should have and who should 
head it? Who the hell is Ramos to be decreeing 
the future of this country? 

Last 1 looked he was an ordinary citizen, just 
like you and me, who happens to be rich- 
er— indeed infinitely so—from being president. 
at one point and profiting from various trans- 
actions. Indeed, last 1 looked he was the fellow 
who, along with Jose de Venecia, propped up 
GMA after she admitted obliquely to talking 
with Garci in her apology to the nation, there- 
by blocking a true closure to the problem of an. 
illegitimate President there and then. 

Tdo not recall voting for Ramos in 2004. 1 do 
not recall him running for office in 2004. Why 
on earth should he have the right to do things 
in my name? Why on earth should he have the 
right to do things in anybody's name? 

if GMA did not cheat during the last elec- 
tions, why should anyone have the right to de- 


Neal H. Cruz 


the voting. Only 16 members voted for "No-EI" 
while 18 voted against it. 

The next day, however, Floor Leader Sergio 
Apostol (also a former congressman), who had 
voted against the Espina proposal, moved for a 
reconsideration of the decision. In this second 
voting, “No-El" won 22-19. How did this hap- 
pen? 

In the second balloting, some members who 
originally voted against the No-El voted in fa- 
vor of that provision (like Apostol and Sr. Luz 
Soriano); two others abstained (Rep. Victor 
Ortega and newsman Gil Abarico); and one 
happened or chose to be absent (Rep. Gualber- 
to Duavit). 

Curiously, Espina, the author of the "No-EI" 
provision, voted against the approval of the 
‘Charter, although his proposal was included in 
the draft Constitution. 

The interesting questions are: Why did 
some members change their votes? Why did 
Арозто! move for a reconsideration of the deci- 
sion he himself helped bring about? Who 
talked to them to make them change their 
minds? Was it JDV? What did he dangle before 
them to convince them to somersault? 

If JDV was indeed behind these ConCom 
members change of mind, it would show you 
his dexterity in seducing colleagues into agree- 
ing to his way of thinking. (If he were to use 
this seductive talent on women, he could be 
another Don Juan.) That is why he was able to 
seduce congressmen into electing him to be 
their Speaker for several terms already. (He 
formed the Rainbow Coalition from members 
of different political parties.) That is why he is 
sure that once we have a parliamentary gov- 
ernment, he would be the new prime minister. 
‘And that is why he is confident that he can do 
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mand that she resign or be ousted from power? 
‘That was my complaint last July with the posi- 
tion taken by Corazon Aquino and the mem- 


bers of the "Hyatt 10," and that has been my 
complaint with the position they have main- 
tained afterward, after they metamorphosed 
into various organizations with various names. 
Never once, in the statements they issued call- 
ing for GMA to resign, did they mention that 
she cheated in the elections. The "Hyatt 10" ex- 
pressly said they were not judging GMA on ac- 
cusations she did so, they were resigning be- 
cause there were “pressing concerns con 
fronting the nation at the core of which lay is- 
sues of leadership and credibility" Cory ex- 
pressly said as well she wasn't judging GMA 
either on her apology, she was asking her to re- 
sign because “the country cannot continue in 
its present tumultuous state." 

Why should problems of leadership and 
credibility and а tumultuous state of affairs be 
sufficient reason for asking a legitimate head 
of state to resign or be overthrown? If so, then 
all the presidents of this country should have 
been asked to resign or be overthrown. In Er- 
aps case at least we had an impeachment trial 
to suggest—even if, as his camp points out, it 
was never proven—he betrayed the public 
trust, If GMA did not cheat in the elections, if 
she is the duly constituted President of this 
country, who is Cory to demand she resign? 
Who are the Hyatt 10 to demand she resign? 
Who is Ramos to demand she resign? 

But, of course, they are loath to mention 
that GMA cheated in the last elections. Be- 
cause then we have to ask them as well why 
they stood by and said nothing while she did 
sq, Because then we have to ask them why 


the same thing in the new Parliament. For the 
members of the incoming Parliament will 
mostly be the same greedy, grasping and op- 
portunist congressmen we have now. And У 
has proven to them, time and time again, that 
the story about finding a pot of gold at the foot 
ofthe "Rainbow" is true. 

One official who sticks out as a probable vic- 
tim of JDV's seduction is Gov. Ben Evardone of 
Eastern Samar, who is ironically a former jour- 
nalist and, therefore, should know better. 
Evardone is the front man of the Union of Local 
‘Authorities of the Philippines (ЛАР), the as- 
sociation of local government officals behind 
the move to gather signatures for a "people's 
initiative" in case the Constituent Assembly 
ploy is blocked by the Senate. He seems to be 
enamored of a parliamentary/federal system 
of government. He should realize that in case 
that happens, his province would be among 
the worst hit. 

Eastem Samar is among the poorest 
provinces in the country. In a federal system, 
the provinces will have to fend for themselves 
They won't get any funding from the national 
government as much as they do now. They will 
have to pay their own police forces, health per- 
sonnel, teachers, legislatures, etc. The depart- 
ments of the national government will have to 
be replicated in the provincial level. The rich 
provinces and cities in Luzon, in the Visayas 
(Cebu and Bacolod) and in Mindanao (Davao 
and, perhaps, Cagayan de Oro) will be able to 
support themselves, But what about the poor 
provinces? How will they support themselves? 

They will be forced to tax their constituents 
more. But as they say, you can’t squeeze blood 
ош ofa turnip. How can you squeeze more tax- 
ез out of the poor people of Eastern Samar and 
similar provinces? Most of the people in these 
areas are farmers and fishermen who can't af- 
ford to pay more taxes. 

Local government officials are seduced by 
the idea of more autonomy for themselves. But 
think what could happen when the funding 
from the national government would be shut 
off. Their constituents might chase them out of 
their provinces, 


they continued to stand by and said nothing 
after she was proclaimed President while the 
nation slept. 

But if GMA cheated in the elections—and 
that is pretty much the only certainty we have 
in this country—then why should she be given 
all sorts of options to choose why and when 
she should resign? At the very least, what is 
Ramos telling this country, that every time а 
candidate for the highest position of the land 
cheats in elections, we will change the govern- 
ment to give him or her a graceful exit? That is 
idiotic. Which is what Charter change is as a 
solution to an illegitimate presidency. Which is 
‘what Charter change is to putting a closure to 
the problem of someone perverting the most 
basic institution of democracy. 

First remove an illegitimate President from 
office, then talk Charter change till you're 
blue in the face, The problem is a moral one, 
the solution is a moral one. The problem is 
that GMA cheated in the elections, the solu- 
tion is for her to resign forthwith or to be oust- 
ed. It is not for Ramos to decide the form and 
schedule of her resignation, it is for the peo- 
ple to do so. That form is unconditional, and 
that schedule is immediate. The farce has 
gone on long enough. 

Ironically, all that Ramos’ antics show are 
the infinite dangers of a parliamentary sys- 
tem, which he has been earnestly pushing as 
the solution to this country's problems. They 
show that if you have a political system where 
politicians leave and join parties faster than 
they wear clothes, where the party in pow- 
er—in this case Lakas—can dominate nation- 
al life, you are not going to have less personal 

-based politics, you are going to have more 
of it. What you are going to have are people 
like Ramos and De Venecia and Prospero 
Pichay and their ilk decreeing who resigns 
and who does not, who is wrong and who is 
not, who keeps power and who does пог. For 
no other reason than that, it is the way they 
‘want it. That is not a polities of principle or 
ideology. 

‘That is mob rule. 
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The future of Charter c 


ТО HEAR SPEAKER JOSE DE VENECIA SPEAK OF 
Charter change, one would think that its all over 
but the cheering, The President's recent incanta- 
tion that there should be Charter change by the 
middle of the year should assure De Venecia even. 
more in his belief. The reality, however, is not that 
way at all. The Senate has so far stood firm against 
the blandishments from the House of Representa- 
tives. And in the end, the Charter change issue will 
have to go to the Supreme Court for resolution. 

Resolutions coming from the Court are rarely 
instant. For instance, we are still waiting for the 
resolution of the challenge to Executive Order 
464. 

‘At the moment, the biggest obstacle to Charter 
change is the Senate. Charter change can be initi- 
ated only by Congress. If the Senate refuses to 
participate, Charter change cannot be initiated. 
Congress has two houses and the act of only one 
house is not an act of Congress. If, under the Con- 
stitution neither house may adjourn for more 
than three days without thé consent of the other, 
with greater reason such an important move as 
initiating Charter change may not be done by one 
house without the consent of the other. 

Indeed, the Senate might decide to participate 
in а Constituent Assembly. Such fact alone, how- 
ever, does not mean that the Senate has consent- 
ed to Charter change. To consent means to ap- 
prove a proposed change. And the Constitution 
says that this can be achieved by a vote of three- 
fourths ofall its members 

The computation of the required three-fourths 
vote has now become a subject of intense debate 
The final resolution of this debate, contrary to the 
desire ofthe President, cannot possibly be achieved 
before the middle of the year. Until the controversy 
becomes actual, that is, until either the House or 
Senate acts, the Court will not step in. 

From my listening post, 1 have heard three 
modes of vote computation. The most liberal of 
these is the one in the mind of De Venecia, which I 
consider is a сту of desperation. Reportedly, for 
the Speaker, even if only one senator attends a 
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session of a Constituent Assembly, there can be a 
valid proposal of amendment, provided that the 
number of votes approving the proposal reaches 
three-fourths of all the members of the House and 
of the Senate added together. How the act of one 
senator can be the act of the whole Senate is be- 
yond me. 

‘Another mode of computation, which I under- 
stand might be considered by some well-placed 
members of the judiciary is that a majority vote of 
the members of the Senate will suffice to make 
the proposal a proposal of the whole Congress. So 
far, however, 1 have not heard anyone openly es- 
pousing such a mode. 

A third mode of computation is the strict mode. 
‘This is what I personally hold; specifically, that 
the vote required is three-fourths of all the mem- 
bers of the Senate and three-fourths of all the 
members of the House, taken separately. In sup- 
port of this position is the fact that Congress is bi- 
cameral and a bicameral body votes separately. 
When the Constitution wants the two houses to 
vote jointly it says so. This it does when Congress 
is authorized to override a declaration of martial 
law. And when Congress can act only in joint ses- 
sion—as in the case when it is called to declare 
the existence of a state of war—the Constitution. 
specifically commands that they vote separately. 
Similarly, under the 1935 Constitution, when 
Congress could propose amendments only if as- 
sembled in joint session, the Constitution com- 
manded that that they vote separately. The rea- 
son is simple: voting jointly, unless authorized as 
an exception by the Constitution, destroys the bi- 
cameral character of Congress. Thus, the appar- 


hange 


ent vagueness of the constitutional text on Char- 
ter change must be interpreted in the light of the 
bicameral structure of Congress. Structural inter- 
pretation is one ofthe legitimate modes of consti- 
tutional construction. 

As I said at the start, all of this will ultimately 
have to be decided by the Supreme Court. At the 
‘moment, we can only try to guess what winds are 
blowing in the Supreme Court. 

‘Another issue which the Supreme Court may 
have to face is the matter of initiative and referen- 
dum. This is what is behind the signature drive 
launched by local government officials. Can this be. 
used to hasten the realization of the President's 
dream of Charter change by June this year? I am 
afraid not—because of two major obstacles. First, 
the Constitution says that “Congress shall provide 
for the implementation of the exercise of this 
right.” Congress did pass an initiative and referen- 
dum law; but in 1997 the Supreme Court ruled 
that the law as crafted was not good enough for 
Charter change. True, the Supreme Court then 
said that the system “should no longer be kept in 
the cold . . . Congress should not tarry any longer 
in complying with the constitutional mandate . 
However, to date, Congress has not complied. 

It might encourage those relying on initiative 
and referendum—to achieve Charter change 
soonest—to know that the decision which ruled 
against the sufficiency of the existing law was by 
а vote of 8 to 5, with both Chief Justice Artemio 
Panganiban and Justice Reynato Puno dissenting. 
Unfortunately, however, (or fortunately), even if 
the 1997 decision is reversed tomorrow, it would 
not help the cause of De Venecia and the Presi- 
dent. Initiative and referendum can achieve 
“emendments,” that is, minor changes in the Con- 
stitution; but it cannot achieve “revision,” or a 
major overhaul of the Constitution, such as a shift 
from a presidential to a parliamentary system, ог 
from a bicameral to a unicameral system, or from 
a unitary toa federal system. 

Would we have Charter change by June? I 
would not bet on it. 


From the islands to the highlands 


DAVAO CITY, HOST TO THE 25th ASEAN 
‘Tourism Forum (ATF), and its environs have been 
in a festive atmosphere since Friday. The regional 
forum, which kicked off last Friday with a meeting 
of tourism ministers at the world-renowned Pearl. 
Farm Beach Resort in nearby Island Garden City of 
Samal, is expected to gather until Jan. 21 more 
than 2,000 foreign and local participants, not only 
from the 10-country Asean bloc but also from 
Japan, China, the United States and Europe. 

‘While the main objective of the nine-day trade 
and travel event is to promote Asean as one of the 
‘world’s major tourism destinations, local organizers 
touted the hosting of ATF as a “coming-out party” 
for Mindanao; but especially for Davao City, which 
їп 2003 fell into a "state of lawless violence” after 
the city’s main airport and seaport were bombed. 
Hosting an international event like the ATE organi 
ers say gives Davao a fitting but rare opportunity to 
once again assert its eminent position not only as 
the political center of the South but also as Min- 
danao’s economic and tourism hub. 

‘To “wow” the ATF participants, Mayor Rodrigo 
Duterte's administration, in tandem with the pri- 
vate sector, poured millions of pesos to make 
Davao “a city in bloom." Probably the city’s most 
visible makeover is the 600 decorative street 
lampposts that feature the purple-colored rare 
orchid waling-waling, giving the city’s nocturnal 
landscape a welcoming glow. Thousands of new- 
ly acquired trash bins have also been installed all 
around the ciry, with Duterte warning to run after 
garbage violators and throw them at the city's 
dump. An extensive beautification drive has led 
many downtown barangays and private estab- 
lishments to refurbish and tidy up their premises, 
even ridding government lots of illegal structures 
erected by informal setters. 

‘To connect the participants to Davao's past, 
there is the renovated Davao Museum of History 
and Ethnography, which was opened last Satur- 
day. In addition, there are the Mindanao Trade 
Expo (showcasing the island's artworks, crafts 
and products) and the Travel Exchange Exhibit 


Knis-CRossiNG 
MINDANAO 


Carlos Isagani T. 
Zarate 


(held in different venues), which also feature 
other areas of Mindanao. 

‘Tomorrow, а mini-festival show, complete with 
the street-dancing and pomp that attend the an- 
nual Kadayawan Festival, will be opened at tae 
Central Bank. 

But, probably, the most elaborate preparation 
made by the city was in the area of security. Hun- 
dreds of regular and auxiliary police and military 
personnel have been deployed throughout the 
city to the look out for potential saboteurs. Even 
the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF) has of- 
fered to help prevent possible terrorist attacks. 
‘The tough-talking Duterte has also ordered a 
“preemptive strike” on suspected terrorists, say- 
ing a "terror threat" has become "very imminent,” 
that is why "we have increased [the number] of 
security forces and we are trying our best to con- 
trol the situation. With or without the threat, the 
ATE will go on,” Duterte said. 

Aside from the expected immediate economic 
bonanza—organizers expect the local autonomy 
to generate PBS million from the forum—local 
tourism stakeholders also want to woo potential 
foreign investors to cash-in on the region's largely 
untapped eco-tourism potential. "We will high- 
light the diversity of Davao through our island-to- 
highland campaign,” said Art Boncato, vice chair 
of the ATF local host committee and chair of the 
Davao Tourism Association (Data). Included in 
the “highlights” are Igacos, whose beaches rival 
those of Boracay's; the highland resorts of Davao 
City, like the Eden Garden Resort; the Mt. Apo 
National Park; and the Philippine Eagle Reserva- 
tion in Malagos. 


Оп the side, it is hoped that, through the ATE, 
foreign investors will be lured to revive the moth- 
balled $300-million Samal Casino Hotel, one of 
the flagship projects of former President Fidel 
Ramos, and previously operated by Ekrand 
Berhad Holdings, a Malaysian conglomerate. Its 
grand and lavish opening several years ago 
notwithstanding, the 300-room casino hotel has 
been losing millions of pesos since—leaving in 
limbo the fate of hundreds of agrarian reform 
beneficiaries who were persuaded to lease their 
CARP.awarded lands for the promise of big in- 
come that never materialized. 

From all indications, the holding of the ATF in 
Davao definitely has given the tourism industry 
(particularly in Davao and Mindanao) a big boost 
and, for that matter, might even help ease the 
country’s economy But it could also turn out to be 
justa panacea. 

As the latest SWS survey showed, Mindanao 
remains one area of the country where the inci- 
dence of poverty is among the highest. 

"We have to be cautious in looking at tourism 
as the be-all and end-all of our economic prob- 
Jems," commented lawyer Angela Librado- 
"Trinidad, chair of the Davao City Council's Com- 
mittee on Women and Children. 

For one, she said, a tourism-induced economic 
development, in most cases, also gives rise to social 
problems, ike the proliferation of sex-trade. On the 
other hand, since the tourism industry is largely cor- 
тегей by big business, ike the airline and hotel 
owners, its economic benefits hardly benefit the 
many poor Filipinos, added Trinidad. At most it can 
provide temporary economic relief for the people 
but not in the long run. What we need are industries 
that provide permanent, not temporary jobs, and 
adequate compensation for the people.” 

Indeed, our people “from the islands to the 
highlands" need more than just momentary 
ie t 
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Behind our Constitutions, past and present 


A DECADE OR 50 AGO, A MOVEMENT CALLED 
Demokrasya: Ipagtanggol ang Konstitusyon (De- 
mocracy: Defend the Constitution) was launched 
with this ringing statement: "Some people would 
amend the Constitution ro do away with waste’; to 
make the government ‘more responsive’ to elimi- 
nate ‘gridlock’—as if these weren't government 
fault.” The movement was headed by the late Jus- 
tice Cecilia Mufioz-Palma. Also in it were former 
UP president Jose Abueva, Solita Monsod and the 
late Sen. Ambrosio Padilla. 

That they got nowhere is demonstrated by the 
fact that Abueva wanted parliamentary govern 
ment and federalism so badly that he would settle 
for them in name, if not in fact, merely to achieve 
some sort of victory in the twilight of his life. The 
decades-long dedication of people like Abueva 
has been seized upon by people who have no af- 
fection for democracy. People who would much 
rather conduct deals among themselves without 
having to bother with things ike public opinion, a 
national electorate, or the principle of checks and 
balances. 

‘These people would amend the Constitution to 
do away with "waste"; to make the goverment 
"more responsive”; to eliminate “gridlock’—as if all 
these ills weren't the indications of a system franti- 
cally trying to prevent the complete collapse of a re- 
publican government. In other words, these people. 
are against balances but are all for checks—so long 
as they aren't postdated, or bounced. 

As it is, our present Constitution—which will 
be 19 years old on Feb. 2—may not survive long 
enough to reach its 20th year. It is useful at this 
point, to begin by revisiting the decision to re- 
place the 1935 Constitution and the drafting of 
the present Constitution. 

When it was still in force, the 1935 Constitu- 
tion was held to contain two major flaws. The 
first was the broad definition of the conditions 
that justified the imposition of martial law, which 
did not specify any limitations as to its duration 
or extent. Vicente Albano Pacis, bellowed to his 
dying day that the provision on martial law was 
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copied word for word from the Jones Law (which 
served as a “colonial basic law" before the estab- 
lishment of the Commonwealth), but minus the 
Jones Law proviso requiring the governor general 
to submit, for approval or disapproval, his action 
tothe president of the United States. According to 
Pacis, this was done deliberately, precisely to offer 
presidents a means to establish absolute power. 

Claro M. Recto did make a speech in the 1950s, 
cautioning the public on how susceptible to abuse 
the provision on martial law was; that no one 
bothered to amend the provision, despite Recto's 
warning, revealed how it never occurred to the 
people that such an abuse was likely to happen. 
No sense worrying about incipient dictators when 
то incumbent president (except Ferdinand Маг. 
cos) was ever able to enjoy legitimate second 
terms in the first place (though had Manuel Roxas 
Sr. and Ramon Magsaysay Sr. lived, they almost 
surely would have been re-elected)! 

The second flaw of the 1935 Charter was seen to 
lie in its being a "colonial document.” Its colonial 
mature was the rationale for the Constitutional 
Convention in 1971. And yet, after the adoption of 
the 1973 Constiurión, affection for the junked ba- 

law continued. This affection persisted because. 

of what could only be described as the highly irreg- 
ular circumstances under which the 1973 Consti- 
tution was “approved.” From the very start, ob- 
servers and critics (imprisoned or not) of Marcos 
лге out that a new Charter, in order to be rati- 
jed legally, had to be accepted in a national refer- 
endum. Marcos’ shooing everybody into village as- 
semblies (the ancestor of the proposed local gov- 


emment peoples initiative), where they were 
asked to raise their hands to signify their accep- 
tance of the railroaded new Charter, hardly consti- 
tuted a referendum in the accepted manner. 

The new Charters validity was questioned be- 
fore the Supreme Court (Javellana v. the Execu- 
tive Secretary) in 1973. A messy decision—in 
which five points were raised—resulted when six 
justices chose to uphold the validity of the new 
Constitution, with four independent justices dis- 
senting: this did nothing to settle the issue in peo- 
ples minds, and served only to tamish the 
Supreme Courts image. 

Ín 1981, former President Diosdado Macapagal, 
who had at first feared for his life and safety under 
the Bagong Lipunan (New Society), took the bold. 
(and symbolic) step of reconvening the ConCon, 
“securing” (in the words of Alice Colet Villadolid in 
an Ingumer commentary published about a decade 
эро) the attendance of “130 brave delegates of the 
total number of 311. They issued a proclamation 
that the Charter had not been validly ratified and 
that all actions based on it were null and void. 
‘Macapagal told the foreign press that without the 
barangay-ratified Charter, President Marcos must 
abide by the Constitution of 1935, which prohibit. 
ed further exension of his term.” Marcos, of 
course, just snickered at them. 

Two years later, Ninoy Aquino came home and 
was murdered. The dictaorship' implosion be- 
came irreversible. In his arrival statement, which 
was widely publicized in the days that followed his 
murder (it was printed in full in Mr. & Ms), Ninoy 
called for the restoration of all “rights and free- 
doms” in the 1935 Constitution—but not a return 
to the Charter itself. It would have been impolite 
for Ninoy, who was hoping to talk Marcos into be- 
ing reasonable, to call for the junking of the Mar- 
cos 1973 Constitution. Gerting Marcos to step 
down was a tall enough order. Even Ninoy had to 
concede that Marcos (as Francisco Nemenzo 
wrote, after Edsa) “had irretrievably consigned the 
1935 ‘Constitution to the dustbin of history” 

(To be continued) 
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It's the curriculum 


"IT'S THE CURRICULUM, STUPID!" THE AMERICANS EX- 
claimed when they were told that their education system 
was not effective. 

So did the Filipinos, when they were told the same thing. 

‘That's what Dr. Isagani Cruz is saying in his book, "The Ba- " 
sic Education Curriculum in 17 Easy Lessons.” 

‘At a recent dinner celebrating the golden wedding an- 
niversary of Rody 
and Mayette Lichau- 
со, I happened to be 
seated beside Rody's 
brother Ding. in 
times like this, Inev- 
er miss a chance to 
talk about the Education Revolution. 

My egghead dinner companion's gut reaction to our advo- 
cacy was crisp, concise and not unexpected. “It's the curricu- 
lum. That's what we should look into," Ding said as he con- 
templated the hors d'oeuvres. 

‘Afterwards, I did a bit of research and I found out that the 
Department of Education's textbook definition of curriculum 
is that “itis a systematic group of experiences or sequences 
of courses or subjects required for graduation or certification 
in the elementary and secondary levels of education." 

Hmmm... 

There's more to it than this, of course. Any educator will 
tell you that a curriculum is designed to meet certain pre-de- 
termined objectives. For instance, there's a set of simple ex- 
ercises for color and shape recognition in the curriculum for 
pre-schoolers. 

On the other hand, the various curricula being imple- 
mented under our educational system are mandated by law 
to give “maximum contribution toward the attainment of na- 
tional development goals.” One of these goals is “to achieve « 
and strengthen national unity and consciousness, and pre- 
serve, develop and promote desirable cultural, moral and, 
spiritual values іп a changing world.” Ostensibly, through a 
meticulously crafted curriculum, our educational institu- 
tions should be able to “inculcate love of country, teach the* 
duties of citizenship, and develop moral character, personal ' 
discipline, and scientific, technological and vocational effi 

eon S 

(In case you're wondering, the above quotes come from 
Batas Pambansa Big. 232, also called the Education Act of - 
1982. As far as I can tell, this is the prevailing legislation that 
provides for the establishment and maintenance of the 
Philippine education system. The newer RA 9155 [the Gov- 
ernance of Basic Education Act] passed in 2001 focuses on’ 
establishing a governance framework and defines levels of, 

ity in the DepEd. Plainly put, it was 
already very clear to us in 1982 that the education system is ' 
a key factor in our growth as a nation.) 

How near are we to the attainment of these lofty goals? 

Lets do a "Chapter Search" to January 2005. (Notice that] 
did not say “Rewind.” We're in a digital world after all.) In his, 
keynote address at the Unesco National Conference, Foreign 
Secretary Alberto Romulo quoted the United Nations resolu- 
tion declaring 2005-2015 as the Decade of Education for , 
Sustainable Development where “the vision of education for? 
social development is a world where everyone has the op- 
portunity to benefit from quality education and learn the val- 
ues, behavior and lifestyle required for a sustainable future 
and for positive social transformation." 5 

То attain this vision, we have to have a truly respon: 
curriculum in place. ' 

Secretary Romulo also pointed out that one of the policy 
recommendations on education—formulated at the July 
2003 Conference on Globalization with a Human Face held 
in Japan—was that "curriculum development must be фе. 
product of a consultative process that involves all stakehold- 
ers including civil society, local communities, parents and 
students.” 

Ding Lichauco's heart was in the right place when he said * 
that we really should look into the curriculum if we want our 
education system to be world-class. The good news is that in, 
2002, the DepEd not only looked but actually made major , 
revisions to the existing curriculum for elementary and high 
school. The output of this undertaking was the controversial ^ 
Revised Basic Education Curriculum (RBEC), more popular- 
ly known as the Makabayan Curriculum. The merits—as 
well as the downside—of the АВЕС are until now the subject , 
of furious debate—which is probably why its full and 
‘widespread implementation is yet to be. 

When he was still education undersecretary, Dr. Cruz 
maintained the view that the responsibility for forming a + 
new curriculum should be removed from the DepEd. “Si 
cere though most of them are, the DepEd officials have only 
an official view of the curriculum. As any educator knows, 
the official view is only one of many equally valid ways to 
look at the public school curriculum. Curricular change is 
not managed by a secretary or undersecretary, not even by 
an entire 480,000-strong Department of Education. It is- 
managed and will be managed by 75 million Filipinos,” said 
Dr. Cruz in 2001, two years before his sentiments were vali- 
dated at the Japan Globalization Conference. 

Dr. Cruz called this undertaking the People Power Model * 
of Curricular Change. “A real curriculum should be a couple * 
of volumes long, because it would contain learning compe- 
tencies, lesson plans, reference materials and all the other: 
things demanded by educational theory. The very fact that; 
[the RBEC] is only a few pages long (should cue us that it is , 
up to us) as parents of children in public schools, as teachers , 
in public schools, as concerned citizens, to fill in the huge 
gaps in the АВЕС” said Dr. Cruz. 

We say this is what the Education Revolution is all about. 
What and how our children learn is our collective respor 
bility 

That they grow up to become socially responsible citizens 
steeped in democratic principles is our moral imperative. 
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THEY SAID 


Realm of the unknown 

“As the presidential spokesman, | believe Press Sec- 
retary (Ignacio) Bunye, who gained notoriety for pre- 
senting two versions of the Garci tapes, should limit his 
press briefings to issues and concerns affecting the 
President and should not venture into the realm of the 
unknown." 
“Ча Malay former President Fidel V Ramo’ media consultant, 
annes claim that he has “very unflattering" deals about the 
meeting of FVR, former Sen. Tito Sotto and Senate President 
Frankin Drilon 
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Incorrigible US soldiers 


IF THE RPUS VISITING FORCES AGREEMENT: 
indeed provides that American soldiers accused 
of violating Philippine laws should remain un- 
der the custody of the US Embassy until their in 
dictment, so be it. (PDI, 12/29/05) 

What is more important is that the prosecu- 
tion of the accused should take its course. Let 
us not waste too much time debating the al- 
ready much-ballyhooed custody issue. These 
debates only expose newer American lapdogs 
‘on Philippine soil. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye may be right 
їп saying that the case against the four US sol- 
diers in the Subic rape case is an isolated one. 
Only for now, perhaps—or until we shall have 
sent these rapists behind bars. 

Of course, Bunye conveniently forgot the le- 
gions of Filipino women who had been raped 


with impunity by : 
American soldiers LR 
many years ago in y 
CarkArBase Add LETTERS 2 
to that the rape Tt at 
cases also committed АЁ 

by US servicemen who 

were stationed in Japan under the Japan-US 
Status of Forces Agreement (Sofa). 

‘What comes to public mind is this in- 
escapable impression: Everywhere else, Amer. 
ican soldiers are incorrigible rapists. If only for 
that, lawyer Katrina Legarda is right in saying 
thatthe VFA was a wrong move 

—RUDYL. CORONEL, 
10 Venus St, 

Golden Country Homes, 
Alangilan, Batangas City 


San Beda rector’s act of discretion 


1DO NOT WISH TO PICK A QUARREL WITH 
the esteemed Justice Isagani Cruz over his 
Jan. 8 column. He is a jurist and a man of let- 
ters for whom I have only tremendous respect 
and admiration. I have had the honor of invit- 
ing him on different occasions to lecture at 
the Philippine Judicial Academy, and the joy 
of being favored with an acceptance on his 
рап. 

Fr, Anscar Chupungco, O.S.B., rector-presi- 
dent of San Beda College, had earlier consult- 
ed with me on the issue and had asked me to 
read some of the letters addressed to him on 
the controversy. I ventured some views, 
strongly suggesting something in the nature of 
a Joe de V “win-win” solution. 

Т perfectly understand the position of the 
faculty. Many of them are with me in the Grad- 
uate School of Law, and I know them to be per- 
sons of intellectual acumen and integrity. 1 also 
understand why Father Anscar took the posi- 
tion he had taken. 

Т submit for consideration the following 
propositions: 

1. Father Anscar merely approved the rec- 
ommendation of the dean of the College of 
Law. He did not by any means intend to pass 
the responsibility to make a decision to Dean 
Virgilio Jara, but it should also be clear that his 
action was neither whim nor fancy. Adminis- 
tratively, it was the more prudent course of ac- 
Чоп for the rector-president to approve the 
dean's recommendation because the dean is at 
ground-zero. 

2. Father Anscar was advised that academic 
freedom, according to Camacho v. Coresis, 


G.R. 134372 (Aug. 22, 2002) was principally 
the freedom of the institution and then, too, 
the freedom of the individual professor. It was 
his reading of the doctrine ofthat case that the 
matter of "who may be admitted to study— 
and therefore admission and retention poli- 
cies—pertained to the academic freedom of 
the institution and, therefore, of San Beda asa 
corporate entity. 

3. Father Anscar had difficulty with the con- 
cept of “autonomy” of the College of Law be- 
cause it has always been his understanding 
that the College of Law is integral to the corpo- 
rate institution and is, in that measure, not 
“autonomous.” 

When he was asked by the dean of the Col- 
lege of Law to act on the latter's recommenda- 
tion, Father Anscar exercised an act of discre- 
tion, one that believe he can properly perform 
under the laws governing education, as well as 
under the corporate and administrative guide- 
lines of San Beda College 

1 hope that these points contribute to a 
greater understanding of the issue, which I fer- 
vently pray will not be unduly protracted. 1 
wish to end by noting that Prof. Carlo Cruz, 
though 1 never had the privilege of meeting 
him personally, will be sorely missed. Being 
the son of an illustrious father, he cannot be 
any less. I pray, however, that Our Lady of 
Monserrat, for whom every Bedan has a fond 
devotion, will gently lead his footsteps back to 
Mendiola. 

—FR, RANHILIO CALLANGAN AQUINO, 
dean, Graduate School of Law, 
San Beda College, Manila. 


Picop, cancer cases: no causative link 


THIS CONCERNS AN INQUIRER REPORT TI- 
ded "Big C haunts Bislig City folk” (PDI, 
1/11/05) 

‘The news article gives the impression that 
cancer cases in Bislig have reached alarming 
proportions due to the pulp mill operations of 
Picop Resources Inc. For the sake of fairness 
and responsible reporting, we submit this let- 
ter for publication. 

Summarized below are the cancer cases, 
male and female, recorded in the Philippines 
in 2005 by the Philippine Cancer Society- 
Manila Cancer Registry. The numbers are 
crude rates per 100,000 people. 

In comparison, the crude rates and cancer 
cases in Mangagoy and Tabon, Bislig City for 
the period 2000-2005 are listed: 


2005 2000-05, 
PHILS. M/F MGY/TABON 
CR CR 
73 18 


CASES 


Maxil- 
liary/oral 
Bone! 

leukemia 


100 73 


Brain 36 18 


Breas’ 
ductile 


Cervical 
Colonic 


Gall 
bladder 
Gastric 


32 18 


94 o 
41 18 
18.2 18 
414 183 
205 55 
85 55 


Population of Mangagoy and Tabon: 54.719 
СЕ: Crude Rate per 100,000 
(Source: A. Philippine Cancer Society-Manila. 
Concer Registry; B. Andres Soriano Memorial 
Hospital Cooperative and Bislig District Hospital) 


Laryngeal 
Liver 
Lung 
Rectal 
Thyroid 


The facts are very clear. The reported cases 
and crude rates in Barangays Mangagoy and 
Tabon over a six-year period are substantially 
below the number of cases recorded in the en- 
tire Philippines in 2005. And to think that the 
two barangays are a high-density area: it has a 
population of 54,719, more than half of Bislig's 
97,860 (NSO, 2000). 

Needless to say, there is not even a need го 
discuss whether there is a causative link be- 
tween the cancer cases and Picop's pulp mill 
operations. The recorded cases themselves 
prove this is not an issue, 

—WILFREDO D. FUENTES, 

vice president-resident manager, 
Picop Resources Ine., Tabon, 
Bislig City, Surigao del Sur 
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16 drown, 4 missing 
in fluvial procession 


By Jani Arnaiz, Joey Gabieta 
and Connie E. Fernandez, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


MAASIN CITY—THE FLUVIAL 
parade in honor of the feast of the 
Holy Child Jesus yesterday took a 
tragic turn when 16 people, 14 of 
them children, drowned after 
their boat capsized in the waters 
off San Ricardo town on Panaon 
Island, Southern Leyte. 


Residents of Barangay Inulinan cancelled 
all festivities to mourn the dead, especially 
the children aged between 2 and 16. 

“It is very quiet here. Residents have can- 
celled their plans for ће fiesta after what hap- 
pened,” said SPO4 Benjamin Alterado, San 
Ricardo police chief. 

Among the scrapped events was the Sinulog 
competition among five groups of students at 
the San Ricardo National School grounds that 
‘would have followed the fluvial parade. 

Alterado said the ML Jun Jay, owned by the 
town’s Vice Mayor Fiel Culpa, was leading 15 
small pumpboats in the procession. At its 
prow was the image of the Holy Child Jesus 


mounted on a Styropor material 

The boat carried 100 people, including 
members of the Drums and Bugle Corps of the 
San Ricardo Elementary School. 

Alterado said the fluvial parade kicked off 
at about 8:30 a.m. at the wharf in Barangay 
Tnulinan at the town proper. Most of the pas- 
sengers, he added, sat on the right side to get 
a view of the sea. 

After sailing about 200 meters from the 
port, the vessel made a turn on its way back, 
but it tilted on the side and capsized 

The other boats tried to reach the overturned 
motor launch and rescue the passengers. 

Among those recovered was the floating im- 
age of the Sto. Niño. 

‘Twenty-two passengers were brought to 
the district hospital in nearby Pintuyan town, 
a 15-minute boat ride from San Ricardo. 

Sixteen people were declared dead on arrival 
at the hospital. Among them were Rachel, 3, 
and Isidro, 4, all sumamed Colajara; Jazzel May 
Bacal, 9; Carmel Collao, 4; Analyn Rodillas, 16; 
Raymund Angub, 14; Rosalie Olandrina, 45; 
John Christian Lim, 2; Ken Solihon, 7; Christian 
John Labra, 6; Jocel Мае Bacud, 9; Allan James 
‘Almeda, 10; and Lyn бае Bonotan, 11. 

Also killed were Evengeline Refugio, 42, 
and her children Justicio, 8, and Ma. Encha 
Christy 2. 

Alterado said four persons were missing. They 


were Benjamin Vestal, 34, and daughter Rhea 
Patria, 4; Jeros Galabo, 7, and Jenny Abuelo, 9. 

Members of the Southern Leyte Emergency 
Rescue Team, the Pintuyan and San Ricardo 
police and Air Force divers based in Cebu were 
scouring the seas to look for the missing. 

Gow. Rosette Lerias asked for two heli- 
copters from the 8th Infantry Battalion to 
help in the rescue operation. 

Culpa said she did not know if there was 
clearance from the Philippine Coast Guard for 
her boat to sailor ifit was overloaded. 

“The boat can only accommodate about 
100 persons, but during that time, there were 
more than that number who were on board of 
ML Jun Jay" Mayor Virginia Mejia told the In- 
umer in a phone interview. 

Alterado confirmed that the boat exceeded 
its passenger capacity. 

Organizers of the fluvial parade failed to co- 
ordinate with the Coast Guard, according to 
POG Commandant Vice Adm. Arthur Gosingan. 

He directed the 
convening of the PCG 
Special Board of Ma- 
rine Inquiry to inves- 
tigate the mat- 
ter. — With reports 
from Leila Salaver- 
ria and Luige del 
Puerto, in Manila 


War games in Sulu to go on, say Army execs 


ZAMBOANGA CITY—DESPITE PROTESTS 
over the holding of war exercises in Sulu, offi 
cials of the US Armed Forces and the Armed 
Forces of the Philippines were determined to 
push through with itnext month. 

US Army Lt. Col. Mark Zimmer, public af- 
fairs officer of the Joint Special Operation 
‘Task Force Philippines (JSOTFP), told the In- 
‘quinen that about 250 US personnel were ex- 
pected to arrive in Sulu before the scheduled 
Balikatan in February. 

“Some of them have arrived and doing 
some assessment, transacting for food and 
meeting local officials,” Zimmer said. 

‘The Balikatan is scheduled to open on Feb. 
20, Zimmer said. But Brig. Gen. Benjamin Do- 
lorfino, Southern Command's deputy com- 
mander for operation, said the activity will of- 
ficially start on Feb. б. 

"This Balikatan is purely civil military activity 
that will last for two weeks,” Zimmer said. Do- 
lorfino, on the other hand, said "no war games 
will be done in this Balikatan, only humanitari- 
an work and this will only last for a month.” 

‘American troops, Zimmer said, might stay 
in Sulu for two months "because packing up 
equipment entails time.” 

But Jolo Councilor Temojen Tulawie said 
the Americans were simply exploiting the 
word humanitarian mission for their “hidden 
agenda in Sulu. 

"Tulawie also expressed fears about the pos- 
sible abuses and exploitation that US troops 
might commit on Muslim women, “since not 
all soldiers are well disciplined, there will be 
one or two bad eggs in the basket.” 

But Zimmer said they were over- 
whelmed with the "warm reception of the 
people of Sulu and we will not go there if 
we are not welcomed.” — Julie. Alipala, 
PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Malayang Ш is new 
head of Silliman U 


DUMAGUETE CITY—THE SILLIMAN UNIVER- 
sity (SU) board of trustees, has selected Dr. Ben. 
Malayang Ш as the 12th university president 
and will replace Dr. Agustin Pulido when his 
term ends on March 26. 

Malayang, 52, was chosen from 16 nomi- 
nees during the SU board of trustees en banc 
meeting here on Saturday, capping the rigor- 
ous selection process that took almost one 
year. 

Malayang, a member of SU High School 
Class of 1970, graduated with a BA Philosophy 
from the University of the Philippines, MA Phi- 
losophy of Science and Ethics from Ohio Uni- 
versity, MA in International Affairs from Ohio 
University, and Ph.D. in Wildland Resource 
Science from the University of California 

He is presently a professor of Environmen- 
tal Science and Management at the University 
of the Philippines’ School of Environmental 


Science and Management and consultant of, 


the United Nations Development Program. 

Malayang was also formerly the undersec- 
retary for environment and research, then lat- 
ег for field operations of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Resources. His ex- 
pertise includes environmental governance 
and multilateral environmental agreements, 
political ecology and biosafety. 

Prof, Leonor Magtolis Briones, chair of the 
SU Board of Trustees, said Malayang got the 
required two third votes of the trustees during 
their Dec. 19 meeting in Manila, Alex Pal, PDI 
Visayas Bureau 
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1.Stock Market Overview for 2005 and Outlook 
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BRIEFING 


FOR SMALL INVESTORS 


on Friday, 19 January 2006, 
from 2:00 to 5:00 pm 
atthe PSE Auditorium, PSE Centre, 
Exchange Road, Ortigas Center, Pasig City. 
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2.Upcoming IPOs and Other Potential Offerings 


Pre-registration is required and confirmation of 
attendance shall be on or before 
17 January 2006. 


To reserve your seat, please call the PSE at 
6887537-38 
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Brgy. Cabuéo, Trece Martires City, Cavite 
Land Area : 34,485 sqm. 


Developed Portion : 10,845 sqm. 

Physical Attributes: 

+ Ready to sell 44 residential low-cost units 

+ Ready to sell,84,residential lots with an average 
cut of 60 sqm. (7,500: sqm. total) 

+ 6 Roads lots апа easements 

+ 2 lot for Parks/ Playground” 

* with 30,000 gallon overhead tank 

+ with right of way 

+ with electric access 

+ with drainage 

Undeveloped Portion : 23,640 sqm. 

Physical Attributes: 

+ Rolling terrain 

+ Small forest of 10 year old trees 


Kilometer Distance: 

+300 meters from Aguinaldo Highway 

* 3 kms. from Trece Martires City Public Market 

* 8.5 kms from Gen. Trias City Center 

+ 13 kms. from SM Dasmariñas & Robinsons Dasmariñas 


Floor Price : P18,000,000 
Last day of submission of sealed bid 
is on January 23, 2006 at 12:00 NN , 

77 Tesecueacopyof _ 
"PURCHASE PROPOSAL FORM" and 
complete bid guidelines, please visit us at 
The Property Forum Phils. 
Unit 407 Ark Condominium 
#92 Sierra Madre St., Mandaluyong City 
„ or you may call us at 
534-9686 or 534-9725; or at 
Cellphone Nos.: 0916-5208890 or 0927-8048262 
and look for 
Ms. Diane or.Ms. Jemai 2 


Witness the unfolding. 


{ The Malayan High School of Science Inauguration. January 16, 2006. 
| The discovery begins. Today, the Malayan High School of Science formally opens its doors 
to every child’s imagination. With its advanced curriculum, state-of-the-art facilities and 


wi-fi campus, the Malayan High School of Science promises to be the new-home to a new 


|} breed of learners, determined to succeed in today's hi-tech world. The Malayan High 


School of Science. Finally, a different school of science for the new century. 


School opens in June 2006, 
For admission inquiries, 
call 562-9231, 562-9381, 
562-9329, 301-0268 or 301-0269 
q or email us at hs.adinissions®@malayanscience.net.ph. 
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WHILE waiting for their group to join the parade in downtown Kalibo, 
Aklan, children hold onto their Sto. Niño child statues. машон 


Ati-Atihan Festival 
security tightened 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


KALIBO, AKLAN—WITH NO 
trace of the tragedy that struck 
the Ati-Atihan Festival last year, 
thousands of Aklanons yesterday 
flocked to the streets to mark the 
highlight of the yearly event. 

“Throngs of revelers gyrated to 
drumbeats’ and xylophone 
chimes as they mingled with soot- 
covered dancers of Ati tribes 
snaking around the Pastrana Park, 
the center of the sadsad (street 
dancing and merrymaking). 

Earlier, Kalibo Bishop Jose Romeo 
lazo celebrated Mass at the park 
that was attended by 3,000 devo- 
tees, Also present were officials led 
by Aklan Rep. Florencio Miraflores, 
Gov Carlito Marquez and Kalibo 
Mayor Raymar Rebaldo. 

Devotees brought images of 
the Sto. Nifio in various sizes and 
dressed in colorful robes. 

“We hope the celebration will be 
a religious experience for everyone 
amid the drum-beatings and revel- 
1” Lazo said in his Homily. 

His only reference to last year's 
killings was when Lazo asked 
those who attended the Mass to 
offer a moment of silence for vic- 
tims of the carnage. 

Eight persons were killed and 
31 others were wounded when 
РОЛ Jonathan Morefio, a security 
aide of Supt. Odelardo Maga- 
yanes, then Aklan police director, 


went on a rampage in front of the 
town police station on Jan. 16, 
the final day of the festival. 

Morefo killed Magayanes, then 
Kalibo police chief Chief Insp. 
Manuel Ilejay Jr, SPO1 Juan Gori- 
оп, PO2 Ricky Urquiola, POI Devy 
Tompong and two others. 

Могећо was gunned down by 
fellow policemen. 

‘The tragedy shocked Aklanons 
who considered it the worst 
crime to have happened in Kali- 
bo, known to be a peaceful town. 

Yesterday, the size of the crowd 
was the same as in previous 
years. As the Mass ended, Rebal- 
до led the traditional shouting of 
“Viva Señor Sto. Niño!” signaling 
the start of the merrymaking. 

The public plaza erupted with 
the simultaneous beating of drums 
as revelers poured into the streets. 

Security was, however, tight 
because of the visit of President 
Macapagal-Arroyo on Saturday. 

‘Marquez said she was the first 
president to grace the Ati-Atihan. 

“Td like to thank you all for mak- 
ing this festival bigger and bigger 
each year, thus earning its distinc- 
tion as the mother of all festivals in 
the country" Ms Arroyo told the 
revelers on Saturday noon. 

The President briefly joined the 
revelers after witnessing the tradi- 
tional paeapak healing ritual at 
the St. John the Baptist Cathedral. 
With a report from Recto I. Vidal, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


pnw ROUNDUP aeaeo 
‘Hot’ logs seized in Pagadian 


PAGADIAN CIT Y—Authorities on Saturday seized at least 6,400 board feet 
of illegally cut forest lumbar in a warehouse here. Officlals of the Depart- 
‘ment of Environment and Natural Resources and agents of the National Bu- 
reau of Investigation, acting on a search warrant issued by a local judge, 
found assorted fltches of naturally grown hardwood species in the ware- 
house owned by Belnvenido Claver. DENA Western Mindanao director. 
Ernesto Adobo sald more than 1,000 board feet ora truck load of lumber 
had been moved out of the place the night before the rald. 

‘Michael Sarcauga, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Vehicles carrying 70 dogs seized 
CAMP VICENTE LIM, Laguns—Police 
intercepted two jeeps loaded with over 
70 dogs, whlch would reportedly be 
sold in Bagulo City and the locos re- 
glon, at a chackpoint in Lipa City on Fi- 
day night. Calabarzon police director 
Chief Supt. Jesus Verzosa identified the 
arrested drivers as Nilo de Lloro, 43, 
and Pastor Escanos, 41; and helpers 
Danilo Quiray, 28, and Ernesto Villamil, 
2З, ай of Barangay Quii-Qullo, Padre 

MWUSTRATION ANTHONY MSTADES — Garcia, Batangas. Republic Act No. 
8485, known as the Animal Welfaré Act of 1998, prohibits the sale of dog meat 
inthe country. Tribes who use dog meat i their rituais are, however, exempted. 
‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


DTI sees better Mindanao economy 

DAVAO CITY—The Department of Trade and industry In Southern Mindanao 

foresees an improved economic scenario this year, especially in Mindanao. 

Merly Cruz, OTI-11 director, said the export sector in the region alone grew to 7- 

£8 percent last year, up from 3-4 percent in 2004, The growth was driven by ma- 

Jorexport products, such as banana, mango, coconut, seaweeds and wood 
Judy Quiros, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


Limited rice subsidy for pupils 
COTABATO CITY—President Macapagal-Arroyo limited rice subsidy pro- 
gram to schoolchildren in depressed provinces has so far benefited only 
Maguindanao in the Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao. The project, 
aimed at staving off hunger and malnutrition among Grade 1 pupils in poor 
areas, had been allotted P183 millon In funds and would run ony unt. ~- 
March, said ARMM information chlef Samson Gogo. In a statement, Gogo 
sald the free one-kilo rice for each pupil would benefit only Maguindanao and 
Sulu. The latter province was expected to receive lts share this month. 

Charlie Ѕейаѕе, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Sharia justice system backed 
DAVAO CITY—The European Commission and the Supremo Court has agreed to 
cooperate to strengthen the sharia justice system n Mindanao. Under the pro- 
ram, а series of seminars and trainings on sharia and Ista jurisprudence 
Would be conducted. At least four "capacity building" seminars have been con- 
ducted and five sharia courts in the Autonomous Region In Muslim Mindanao 
have been rehabilitated. Secretary Jesus Dureza, presidential peace adviser, said 
the component was hoped to develop a strong justice system that recognized, 
promoted and protected the basic rights of internally displaced persons. 

Jeltroy Tupas, POI Mindanao Bureau 


Lewd dancing denounced 
PUERTO GALERA, Ortental Mindoro—Saveral visitors and local residents said 
гу shows featuring dirty dancing in open bars near the beach would adversely 
affect he Image of Puerto Galera. Donald Cañete said tne lewd atre and move- 
ments of the performers must be regulated so as not to offend other tourists. The 
Inouınen tried but failed to reach Maximo Caringal, who represents the bars’ asso- 
ciation. Mayor Aristeo Atienza said hls office had been monitoring the gay shows. 
Madonna T. Viola, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


SORSOGON CITY—MAYORS IN 
Sorsogon will work all-out for a 
people's initiative and the reset- 
ting of the 2007 local elections 
for 2010, while governors in the 
region will maintain a wait-and- 
see attitude on the issue. 

Sorsogon Gov. Raul Lee said he 
and his colleagues would listen 
first to the proposal of the Union 
of Local Authorities of the Philip- 
pines on Charter change and 
make their decision based on its 
merits. 

He said the “ticklish” issue 


must be studied carefully. 

“If the proposal will work for 
the good of the majority and spur 
Progress in the country, then, of 
course, we will go for it,” the Bicol 
governors’ spokesperson said. 

"People's initiative is just one 
of the means to amend out con- 
stitution, It requires the direct 
participation of the people. If 
there is no other option left and 
there's really a need to amend the. 
Constitution, then we'll do it.” 

Asked about the proposal to 
scrap the 2007 polls, Lee said this 


would be self-serving and would 
benefit incumbent officials like 
them. 

This, he said, “is better left to 
the people's decision and not to 
us incumbent officials." 

But the mayors are taking a 
more aggressive stance. 

Bulusan Mayor Јоһлпу 
Guysayko, president of the Sorso- 
gon Mayors League, said the 
group's national leaders had come 
up with a position paper favoring 
the moving of the elections in 
2007 to 2010. 
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‘The mayors, he said, saw it fit to 
reset the polls to give way to the 
change from presidential to par- 


"The cancellation of the elege: 
tions will allow our national leads? 
ers to settle [the affairs of the go 
ernment) under a new system 

be set free from the hangover of 
an election,” Guysayko said. 

He said that if the national lead- 
ers would order the launching of a 
people's initiative, they were bound 
to follow it. Bobby Q. Labalan, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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2f Rare birds sighted 


Tigi cenTae x 2t Candaba Swamp 


ti Apatianaa А 

| presents PDI Central Luzon Desk or already bedded with seeds. 
These activities disturb the 

CANDABA, PAMPANGA—THREE birds that come from October to 

species of rare migratory birds February to seek winter refuge 

have been sighted in bigger num- and to breed at the 32,000-ha 

bers atthe Candaba Swamp here. swamp that extend to Nueva Eci- 

Seven purple swamphoms ja and Bulacan, 

(Porphyrio porphyrio), two Chi- ^ Lu said the birds had made the 
nese pond herons (Ardeola bac- ponds their sanctuaries. 

chus), and 556 black crowned Uncultivated as a fishpond 
might herons (Nycticorax nyctico- during the rainy season and rice 
rax) have been seen, according to farm during the rest of the year, 
the Asian Water Bird Census 2006 the ponds, owned by Mayor Jerry 
by the Wild Bird Club of the Pelayo, have naturally nurtured 
Philippines and the Department of Шу plants, like the tukal, that are 
Environment and Natural Re- the favorite food of the birds. 
sources. The  bladecrowned night 

‘Ata single sighting event for the heron, endemic in Indonesia, 
same period last year, the dub and might have arrived in bigger 
the DENR saw only one swamphom, flocks because of forest fires in 
опе pond heron and more than 250 that country They have shown 
night herons, according to Michael signs of breeding in the Philip- 
їл, president of the 130-member pines and have become residents 
bird watchers club. as well, Lu said. 

Lu said the globally threatened Lu seid the migratory birds had 
Philippine mallard counted over not yet found to be free from the 
1,200 from only about 800 last year. avian influenza virus. But tests 

They were among the 35 done on migratory birds in Hong 
species found at only one site Kong, Taiwan and Singapore 
stretching about 70 hectares of showed that they birds were not 


‚жү = land in Sitio Doña Simang, carriers of the fatal disease now 
Wishing you LUCK, HEALTH, Barangay Vizal San Pablo. 


transmitted among humans. 


WEALTH d GIgEAU DEALS! The total bird population “If they (birds) are sick, theyll 


reached nearly 11,500, a number be hard put by exhaustion to 

Ae that Lu found “very high.” Thein- reach their destinations,” he said 

Kung Hei FAG ено ternational standard is 10,000 for Neither did the creatures show 
- SUL a single area, he said. signs of mixing with domestic 

"Is too small a site, but the fowls, he said, citing the open 

z بی‎ birds are in greater number this duck farms from the stretch of 


zx = IL m year,” Lu said. Barangay San Agustin to Vizal 

У ERIS DITS a А ‘Asked why this was so, he said San Pablo. 

= ra Sa the birds tended to flock at the Тһе Candaba Swamp is one of 
E - MM 5 > Doña Simang site, comprised of the three important wetlands in 
TEE. i two ponds, because farmers had the Philippines. It is also home to 


begun the planting season. The various reptiles, insects and plants. 


ucnih 
тїт тү Autematie 
те & Office Canter 


ees WU CANNE DAC 


@KONKA ‘TOSHIBA 


Jsvow WEE 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 


Ang Bangkong May Damdaming-Bayan 
1598 Mı H dei Piar comer Dr J. Quintos Sweets, Malate, Mania 
Чы. Nos 822.0000. 526-0100 connectng al departments 


INVITATION TO APPLY 
FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The Land Bank ofthe Philippines invites suppliersmanufacturersidistributors/contractors to apply 
for eigiiliy and to bid lor the projects as stated below, 


"No. ети Description Approved Budget Source of Funds 


20053330) 1 кї Supply and Delivery ofthe folowing: P 226500070 LBP Funds 
* 50 Metatrame Presentaton Server, 
Enlerprse Editon for Windows x-1 
‘Concurrent User Connection Pack with 
Subscnplon Advantage 
+ {Melalrame Presentalion Server 4.0 for 
Windows Engish Mediakit 
+ 1 CITRIX Standard Support Agreement- 
APAC 


Prospective bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within the last two 
(2) years with an amount ol at least 50% of the proposed project for bidding. The Eligibility Check? 
Satenng as well as the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discrelionary “passifal 
centena. Post quaiiicalion of the lowest calculated bid shall be conducted, 


Bidding forthe above requirements is scheduled on February 1, 2008 al 1:00PM and pertinent. 
Bid Documents may be obtained кот the General Services Department, 25th Floor, LANDBANK 
Plaza M. Н cel Plat comer Or Quinios Streets, Malate, Mania, upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee of P1,000.00. 


interested suppliers are requested to attend the Pre-Bid Conference scheduled on January 20, 
2006 atthe 25ih Ficor, Conference Room, LANDSBANK Plaza, Malate, Manila. 


Ай particulars relative to Eligibility Statement and Screening, Bid Security, Performance 
Security, Pre-Bidding Conferenca(s}, Evaluation of Bids, Post Qualification and Award of 
Contract shall be governed by the pertinent provisions of RA 9184 and its Implementing Rules 
and Regulations (IRR), 


LANDBANK reserves the right to reject any огай bids, declare the bidding a failure or waive any 
required formaity heren and make an award tothe bidder whose bid is the most advantageous to the 
Bank 
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Lakas plans ... 


From page Al 


people's initiative not later than 
March 22, 2006 (See "In the 
Know"). 

During the caucus, there was 
also a heated debate on another 
document, “Option B with Time- 
line.” 

The document states that “if 
elections are approved for May 
2007, elected members of parlia- 
ment (MPs) will assume office on 
June 30, 2007, and immediately 
thereafter, the parliament elects 
the prime minister and the presi- 
dent.” 

“In the interim, between June 
30, 2006, to June 30, 2007, the 
incumbent President continues to 
function as both head of state and 
government who shall organize à 
government of national unity,” it 
said. 

The same document says that 
the new parliament is expected to 
be fully in place and functioning 
by June 30, 2007, or immediately 
thereafter. 


Option B 

As the discussion dragged on, 
the proposal on the election of a 
president by parliament under 
Option B was changed. 

Ilocos Sur Gov. Chavit Singson 
stressed the need to allow Ms Ar- 
Toyo to continue her term until 
2010 to dispel accusations that 
she had cheated in the May 2004 
presidential election, as alleged 
in the Virgilio Gareillano wiretap- 
ping controversy. 

Surigao del Sur Rep. Prospero 
Pichay seconded, and presented a 
motion “to allow GMA to finish 
her term” to sustain the country’s 
growth and economy. 

Cagayan de Oro City Rep. Con- 
stantino Jaraula, however, cor- 
rected Pichay and suggested that 
the word "to allow” be stricken 
out and replaced with "finish her 
term." 

Outgoing Environment Secre- 
tary Michael Defensor agreed, 
saying the motion was a reaffir- 
mation of the party's confidence 
in the President, who is also its 
chair. 

Ms Arroyo has repeatedly stat- 
ed that she has a mandate to 
‘serve out her term until 2010 but 
„that she would yield to a short- 
‘ened tenure if this was constitu- 
tionally sanctioned. 

‘A statement of consensus re- 
leased at the close of the caucus 
said the directorate meeting was 
concluded on “a high note of con- 
fidence, solidarity, teamwork and 
discipline" and with a firm re 
solve to establish political stabili 
ty and sustain economic growth 
under a united party leadership. 

It also said Ms Arroyo, former 
President Fidel Ramos, chair 
emeritus, and De Venecia, party 
president, affirmed their abiding 
unity and pledged to lead the par- 
tyas a solid triumvirate. 


Victory on 3 fronts 

“Collectively and individually, 
the three leaders expressed their 
resolve not to allow current polit- 
ical differences to create any rift 
nor project any image or impres- 
sion of disunity among them," the 
statement said. 

The party likewise supported 
Ms Arroyo's call to achieve victo- 
ry on three fronts—sustaining 


IN THE KNOW 


FOLLOWING IS THE PRO- 
posed Lakas-CMD timeline for 
the shift to a parliamentary 
system: 

March 22, 2006: Approval of 
seven constitutional amend- 
ments by constituent assem- 
bly or people's initiative. 
April 3: Start of information 
‘campaign оп constitutional 
amendments. 

June 2: Plebiscite on two 
questions, to be answered by 
"Yes" or "No": (1) Do you ap- 
prove of the amendments? 
(2) Do you want elections for. 
all elective officials under the 
parliamentary system in May 
2007 (or May 2010)? 

June 30: Transformation to 
interim parliamentary gov- 
ernment. 

June 2007 or June 2010, 
depending on final submis- 
sion and result of 
plebiscite): Incumbent Pres- 
ident winds up functions as 
head of state and head of the 
government. 


economic gains, effecting Charter 
change, and fighting poverty to 
bring the people to a higher level 
of productivity, sufficiency and 
dignity. 

Ed Malay, Ramos’ media con- 
sultant, said Ramos would abide 
by the statement of consensus 
since he was one of those who 
drafted it during the caucus. 

Two Lakas sources said one of 
the options that the Arroyo ad- 
ministration could take in order 
to meet the timeline was for the 
President to call a special ses 
sion of Congress during one of 
the legislative breaks in order to 
convene it as a constituent as- 
sembly. 

One source, who asked not to 
be named because he was in- 
volved in the negotiations, said 
this was discussed in the national 
directorate meeting by Speaker 
Jose de Venecia. 

‘The Senate and the House 
yet to act on the proposed joint 
resolution of Congress to convene 
ава constituent assembly. 


Special session 

When asked about this, Justice 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez ac- 
knowledged that this was “one of 
the ideas presented, but this 
needed to be studied.” 

Lakas Rep. Monico Puentebella. 
said the party should first exhaust 
all means to get the Senate to join 
the House in moving to amend 
the Charter and the calling of a 
special session should be the last 
option. 

Puentebella said Lakas will 
hold а caucus today—first among 
its members in the House and 
then with its coalition partners to 
discuss the proposed Charter 
changes. 

‘Another option that needed to 
be studied was the people’s initia- 
tive that local government offi- 
cials were pursuing in order to 
hasten Charter change, said Gon- 
zalez. 

He said he would be-meeting 
with officials of the Union of Lo- 
cal Authorities of the Philippines 
to discuss the matter, 
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was present in the meeting,” he noted. 

He said that he, House Majority Leader 
Prospero Nograles and Rep. Prospero Pichay 
Jr. proposed at the meeting that "the Presi- 
‘dent may also meet with Lakas senators for a 
meeting of minds.” 

Sen. Edgardo Angara has already con- 
firmed his attendance, saying the emerging 
consensus among some senators is to take 
partin the formation of a new form of govern- 
ment bereft of the gridlock and corruption 
that characterize the present setup. 

But Pichay said the chances that a new 
Charter would be approved this year were nil. 
“We can't talk about any timetable, My feet 
are still on the ground. Without the participa- 
tion and cooperation of the Senate, we can't 
talk about Charter change,” he said. 

Senate Majority Leader Francis Pangilinan 
said the Senate would not be stampeded into 
amending the Constitution just because Lakas 
wanted the amendments. 

"The more they try to intimidate the Sen- 
ate, the more the Senate will resist,” Pangili- 
nan said. 

Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr. said Ms Arroyo would not succeed with her 
timetable. 


Debates to take time 

This early, Senator Arroyo predicted that 
the timeline set by the triumvirate for consti- 
tutional change would “not work.” 

“The Senate, as a matter of legislative 
procedure, must first debate and decide, 
before anything else, whether its 
amenable to amending or revising the Con- 
stitution, That will first go to Gordon's 
committee on constitutional amendments, 
where the debate will be extensive and 
long,” he said. 

“If it gets past the committee, even more 
extensive debates on the floor will follow. 
‘That will take a long, long time,” the senator 
said. 

Other senators also questioned the basis 
for the interim parliamentary government 
being cooked up by the administra- 
tion-dominated House of Representatives, 
indicating that this would be junked by the 
upper chamber. 

“What will be the basis for that? The 1987 
Constitution does not provide for that,” Sen. 
Rodolfo Biazon said wryly yesterday. 

Gordon echoed his colleague's view. "You 
can'thave an interim parliamentary govern- 
ment simply because you say it, It will entail 
constitutional change. But the people are 
not willing to accept it," he said in an inter- 
view. 

He said constitutional change would not 
happen without Senate approval. “The Sen- 
ate will oppose it because it will not benefit 
the nation, but only a few.” 


Rehash of Marcos idea. 

Pimentel branded the proposal a rehash of 
Ferdinand Marcos’ proposed interim national 
assembly in the early 70s 

“They're trying a Marcos formula that did 
not work for us," he said in an interview, re- 
calling that Marcos used as a come-on the 
lawmakers’ automatic membership in the as- 
sembly. 

Cagayan de Oro Rep. Constantino Jaraula, 
chair of the House committee on constitution- 
al amendments, had drawn up a ‘working 
draft” of a proposed charter that would allow 
Ms Arroyo to delegate "little by little” her 
powers to a prime minister during the transi- 
tion from the presidential to a parliamentary 
system, 

‘Senator Arroyo said the Senate would not 
be bound by a House resolution seeking to 
convene Congress into а constituent assem- 
bly. 

“The troika's attempt is so patently clear 
that it’s tailor-made to insure their continued 
stay in power, rather than an honest-to-good- 
mess move to provide an effective constitu- 


FVR now says he’s flexible on GMA term limit 
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The resolution ostensibly dealt a 
blow to Ramos’ efforts to bring clo- 
sure to questions on the legitimacy of 
the Arroyo administration. The issue 
‘was prompted by the release last July 
of wiretapped conversations suggest- 
ing Ms Arroyo had manipulated the 
2004 presidential election. 


Paramount interest 

“You know, I have been consis- 
tentin saying that whatever I'm do- 
ing now is not for my own benefit 
or ego, neither of any political lead- 
er. My paramount interest has al- 
ways been the country,” Ramos 
said 

"What is important to remember 
here is that the accelerated timeline 
for Charter change incorporating sev- 
‘en proposed amendments will be pur- 
sued by the party. That is where the 
unanimity comes іп," said the Lakas- 
CMD chair emeritus, 

Ramos did not regard the party 
decision a personal political set- 
back. "No, these things develop in 
their own way according to the 
plays, and inputs and outputs of the 
other players who were not there,” 
he said. 

"Do not forget, the target is the 
very long range one, it's the national 


interest under a new system of gov- 
ernment. Now all of those that are 
involved in promoting the system 
‘must perform because a new consti- 
tution will not solve our problems 
automatically. Performance is the 
key,” he said. 

Ramos described himself as among 
“the bystanders in the private sector” 

“Its not anymore my administra- 
tion. Mine is done," said Ramos. 


Primary objective 

An aide close to Ramos said that 
despite the Lakas-CMD consensus on 
Ms Arroyo's term, the former general 
was satisfied that at the very least, 
constitutional change appeared close 
to happening. 

“1 think his primary objective is to 
have Charter change," the aide, who 
requested anonymity said. The 
source stressed that this had been 
Ramos’ position since his presidency 
in the 1990s. 

‘The source said Ms Arroyo's term 
of office remained the “contentious 
issue" which would be left for 
Congress to decide. 

Ramos expressed satisfaction at 
the moves to amend the Constitu- 
tion, noting that this was a far ery 
from July 8 last year, when Ms Ar- 
royo faced mounting calls for her to 
resign. 


“On July 8, 2005, just six months 
ago, was there hope for constitutional 
change at that point? No, very little. 
Only a few, including myself, were 
pushing it,” Ramos said. 


Senate softens? 

Ramos noted that another positive 
development was the scheduling to- 
day of a hearing by Senate President 
Franklin Drilon on the resolution on 
proposed Charter changes that was 
passed by the House of Representa- 
tives. This measure will be debated by 
the committee on constitutional 
amendments, 

"The Senate has softened a bit. 
That will start the debate with public. 
hearings, which is good,” Ramos 
said. 

Administration allies who attend- 
ed Saturday's caucus said the meeting 
showed Ms Arroyo's support in the 
party was "solid as a rock.” 

House Majority Leader Prospero 
Nograles said Ramos knew that the 
party had spoken and “he accepted 
i” 

“He is our guru, elder statesman, 
and he won't break from the party he 
founded and worked so hard to keep 
afloat,” Nograles said, "He will be our 
guide in Charter change.” With re- 
ports from Michael Lim Ubac and 
Christine 0, Avendaño 


CHA-CHA TROIKA. President Arroyo is 
flanked by former President Fidel V. Ramos 
and Speaker Jose de Venecia during the 
Lakas-NUCD national directorate meeting in 
Malacafang. EDWIN MCS 


tional mechanism for good governance,” he 
said. 


Three modes 

‘There are three modes for amending the 
Constitution—a constituent assembly (com- 
posed of the members of Congress), constitue 
tional convention (members are elected) and 
a people's initiative 

In the peoples initiative, a petition for 
amendments requires the signatures of at 
least 12 percent of the total number of regis- 
tered voters and at least 3 percent of every. 
districts registered voters. 

Gordon's committee starts on Wednesday 
its hearings on a House resolution seeking to 
convene Congress into a constituent assembly 
and a Senate resolution calling for a constitu- 
tional convention to study and approve 
amendments to the Charter. 

Gordon cited two options by which the ad- 
ministration could try to get around the Sen- 


Voted as 


hation's best! 


ate’s strong opposition to Charter change. 

One, the Arroyo administration, through 
its allies, would push for a bill to implement a 
people's initiative, which may be approved by 
asimple majority, 

"Two, the administration would "create" its 
‘own constituent assembly by inviting allies in 
the House and Senate to attend and pretend 
they had the three-fourths vote. H 


Supreme Court 

If challenged, the administration would 
claim that the Constitution did not provide for 
the two chambers to vote separately, and 
hope that the Supreme Court would side with 
it, according to Gordon. 

Under a constituent assembly, any amend- 
‘ment to the Constitution must be approved Бу 
a three-fourths vote of the House of Represen- 
tatives and of the Senate, voting separately. 

Former Sen. Heherson Alvarez, a member 
of 1971 Constitutional Convention who at- 
tended the Lakas national directorate meet- 
ing, said the House could not go it alone be- 
cause the intent of the Constitution was for 
two chambers to vote separately. 

“The Supreme Court will eventually side 
with the Senate. The move will be lost,” Al- 
varez said, 


Numbers game 

In the 24-seat Senate, 18 votes are needed 
to approve any amendment. Since there are 
23 senators at present, only six votes would 
be needed to reject it. 

Senator Arroyo had said that Ms Arroyo 
and Ramos could get the support of six sena- 
tors on Charter change, while Gordon said the 
administration could convince "seven or eiglit 
senators at the most” to support the initiative, 

smbers of the seven-member Senate об. 
position bloc, led by Pimentel, among others, 
are expected to vote against Charter change, 
according to Gordon. $ 

As early as Thursday last week, De Venecia 
was already declaring that proponents Gf 
Charter change were on the “eve of victory"? 

The Speaker maintained that eight sena: 
tors, including Pimentel, Angara, Manuel Vil- 
lar, Juan Ponce Enrile, Manuel “Lito” Lapi 
amd Ralph Recto, would readily support a 
constituent assembly. 
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Persons with AIDS get priestly comfort 
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ure to Nita throughout her confine- 
ment at San Lazaro. 

“If only he told her he was sick, 
they would not have had another 
daughter. She was totally clueless 
about his condition,” the priest said. 


Leaving in peace 

But Father Gennie knows the wom- 
an would be leaving in peace. 

Long before she lápsed into a сота 
more than a week ago, Nita had accep 
ed her fate, repeatedly telling the priest: 
“Father, Ihave full trust in the Lord." 

“Tm really impressed with her,” he 
told the INouer in an interview on 
Thursday. “Here's a woman who 


couldn't cling on to anything anymore. 
She was worrying about her children. 
She was just counting her days. Yer she 
could stil say, T trust in бой.” 

The 42-year-old priest met Nita 
early last year. Part of his job as 
magistral chaplain of the Order of 
Malta in the Philippines brought him 
to the AIDS patients confined at San 
Lazaro. 


Strengthen spirit 

He says its not an easy apostolate 
even ifthe group, which traces its roots 
to medieval Europe, was used to hospi- 
tal work. Its concern, he says, goes be- 
yond the medical, even if its members 
include doctors and nurses. 


January 29 & 30; 
Glorietta Acitivity Center, 


"We saw that it's OK to provide 
medication, but the patient needs 
more,” he said, “We strengthen their 
spirit, so with the spirits of our mem- 
bers who help them.” 

Father Gennie knew what to do 
when he met Nita one morning in San 
Lazaro. Already pale and weak owing 
to regular blood transfusions, the 
woman was suffering more from 
abandonment and betrayal. 


Rashes 

Never did her partner tell her that. 
he was sick, in fact dying of AIDS, the 
priest recalls Nita telling him in one of 
his visits. But just when the man 
thought he had brought his secret to 
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the grave, she saw his death certificate and 
she was devastated. 

‘That explained the strange rashes and her 
generally deteriorating condition. The same 
signs are now all over her daughter, too. She 
has been taking antiretrovirals. But relatives 
were told that children, with their still devel- 
oping immune system, had no real chance of 
fighting a protracted battle against AIDS. 

Except for an aunt, no one among Nita's 
relatives, not even her aging mother, knows 
about the tragedy. Father Genie says she's 
probably trying to protect them from the so- 
cial stigma by keeping the burden to herself. 

The last time he visited her on Dec. 29, the 
priest saw an abandoned woman. He was told 
she was dying and was summoned to give the 
last sacraments. 

‘She had spent Christmas alone because her 
aunt had to be with her own family. There was 
only another male AIDS patient at Pavilion 4. 


Favorite carols 
Father Gennie made up for the absence by 


granting what would be Nita's final Christmas. 
wish. A week before Christmas, he dropped 


by with two Cenacle nuns who sang Nita's fa- 
vorite carols. 

Nita and her daughter's situation is not un- 
usual. At recent seminars on AIDS, experts re- 
ported that many more Filipinos like them 
were dying simply because of their partners’ 
infidelity. 


Blind and repentant 

А woman in her 30s visited Father Genie 
just last week. She had been infected by her 
husband, also a seafarer. He has gone com- 
pletely blind and is now a suffering repentant. 
He is getting unconditional care from the 
same woman he had cheated on and infected, 

Quite fortunately for the couple, none of 
their three young daughters are sick. Right 
now, their main concern is to delay the in- 
evitable for their children’s sake. 

“You can no longer change what is there sowe 
should just maximize the possibilities to do good 
by forgiving and accepting the suffering in union 
with Christ,” the priest said. 

“Parents should see that whatever decision 
they take would affect not only them but their 
children, too.” 


Viet ‘pho’ soup empire 
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meat, rice noodles, herbs and spices. 

On this simple but legendary staple dish, one 
family is trying to build a culinary empire in the 
same way Americans turned the humble ham- 
burger into the world's most common fast food. 

Launched in June 2003, the Pho24 chain al- 
ready has 20 restaurants in Vietnam and one in 
the Indonesian capital Jakarta. Each one cooks 
between 400 and 500 bowls of pho every day. 

The group hopes to open another outlet in. 
Jakarta and expand to Australia, Singapore, 
Japan, Malaysia and the Philippines this year. 

"The concept is simple. ‘A modem restaurant 
keeping Viemamese authenticity with a tradition- 
al, delicious and healthy dish,” says Ly Qui Trung, 
general manager and a shareholder in the chain 
with his mother and four brothers and sisters. 


New generation 

An elegant and amiable native of the for- 
mer Saigon with an infectious smile, the 
39-year-old Trung typifies a new generation 
of Vietnamese entrepreneurs. 

Like them, Trung left Vietnam to study abroad 
where he leamed the workings of the modem 
market economy before returning home to use 
this knowledge and, as Trung stresses, "do some- 
thing for the success of [the] country" 

‘Trung is never very far from the nationalist 
pride dormant in almost every Vietnamese. 

“T would like the Vietnamese people to be 
proud of Pho24 and for young people to say: 
‘Oh, that guy began as a waiter and a recep- 
tionist. Now he manages a chain with a pres- 
ence abroad,” he says enthusiastically. 

The success of his operation is, he says, also a 
question of culture, in the face of competition 
from the large American fast-food chains. 


Chicken and burgers 

In the southern commercial center of Ho 
Chi Minh City, KFC is already doing well, fur- 
ther fueling Trung's ambition to succeed. 

“Otherwise, one day, all the young people 
will go to KFC or McDonald's," he says, al- 
though the golden arches of the burger chain 
have yet to be seen in Viemam. 

The idea of Pho24 came to him on a plane 
journey in 2002 when his neighboring pas- 
senger, an Australian, told him he was search- 
ing for good pho restaurants in Asia. 
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A WAITER prepares to serve bowls of "pho" 
to customers at a Pho24 restaurant in 
downtown Hanoi. ГА 

Four years later, his ambition is to become a. 
tycoon of this traditional soup which is a real 
calling card for the local cuisine along with 
spring rolls and green papaya salad. He is 
even hoping to put the soup business on the 
stock market within five years 

“I dream of turning Pho24 into a big Asian 
group,” he says. “After Asia, the second stage 
would be the United States.” 


Sweet irony 

In Vietnam, an efficient businessman needs 
political acquaintances. Trung knows it. 
Pho24 is on a list of the 20 brands which will 
benefit from state aid for training and promo- 
tion abroad, via magazines and exhibitions. 

Receiving help from a communist govern- 
ment is a pretty irony for this son of Ly Qui 
Chung, who was information minister for the 
last government of South Vietnam for three 
days in April 1975. 

‘At the end of the war, with the whole country 
having fallen under the iron rule of the northern 
Communists, Trungs family had to start again 
from scratch. His mother opened a street canteen 
with some tables and plastic chairs and his father 
started working again as a sports journalist. 

Fifteen years later, a customer of the hotel 
where Trung was working as a receptionist. 
helped him leave to study in an Australian 
university, later completing his course in the 
United States. 


Soup's on 

After working as general manager of a ho- 
tel on his return, Trung then joined Nam An, 
the business his family had set up in the 
meantime. The group today has eight restau- 
rants, cafés and ice-cream parlors in Vietnam 
and an establishment in Bangkok, to which 
are added "Pho24," their latest creation. 

"We looked for a name easy to remember. 
Pho24 reflects the 24 ingredients used in this 
dish and the 24 hours needed to prepare it,” 
explains Trung, who also plans eventually to 
keep his restaurants open around the clock. 

Tt was necessary to work out a recipe which 
was acceptable to southern and northern 
Vietnamese as well as foreigners. 

"We wanted a completely new pho, less sweet 
and with less fat than the southern one, and less 
salty than the northern one. Every morning, dur- 
ing one yea; we did tests,” says Trung. 


Franchising 

As for the decor of the restaurants, Trung 
says, “It keeps traditional elements as we 
want customers to feel they are still їп a pho 
store.” 

Simple decor, a modest space and a stan- 
dardized cuisine—these are the three pillars 
of the Pho24 business model. 

Of the 20 establishments, half are franchis- 
ез—Тгип wrote and published a book on the 
concept—but with a 30-percent stake from 
the head office, which ensures they follow to 
the letter the principles of the chain. 

Atthe end of 2008, Pho24 hopes to have 97 
restaurants in Vietnam, 70 percent as fran- 
chises. 


Bun 'n' roll 

"We want to become one of the main play- 
ers Gf quick service restaurants in the coun- 
try” said Trung. 

‘The entrepreneur is teeming with other 
ideas. 

“A chain of Springrolls24 dedicated to 
spring rolls and BunCha24 devoted to the tra- 
ditional dish of noodles and meatballs,” 
Trung says. 

He can't stop himself from smiling as һе 
lists the names. He has already registered 
them as trademarks. 
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‘Pondo’ winning 
war on hunger 


By Volt Contreras. 


A QUICK HUG AND YOU'LL KNOW THAT THE 
Pondo ng Pinoy feeding program—a project for 
malnourished children—has been a success. 

‘The kids, who were skin and bones six 
months ago, have filled out nicely and are 
lovely to hug. 

‘The program, launched last year with the 
blessing of Manila Archbishop Gaudencio 
Rosales, is run by volunteers who have been 
preparing free meals for the children five days 
a week for the past six months. 

The Our Lady of Mercy Parish in Novalich- 
ез, Quezon City is the first of 46 communities 
{a Metro Manila participating in the nutrition 
drive 
{ A group of villagers in their 505 and 60s 
gamely show the Inquirer how it's done. 

Mondays to Fridays, Susie Zipagan and her 
peers in Barangay Sta. Monica spend at least 
four hours—from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.—cooking 
and cleaning up in a makeshift kitchen and 
then serving meals in a covered court which 
doubles as a mess hall for some 30 preschool 
children. The tiny tots who live around the 
village are all documented malnutrition cas- 
es. 

^1 have a catering business which is doing 
well,” says Zipagan, 60. "But doing this makes 
me feel complete and happy.” 


One of many 

‘The free feeding program is actually just 
one ofthe many thrusts of Pondo ng Pinoy, the 
others being education, livelihood and the 


АВОҮ eats his lunch with gusto at a barangay in 
Novaliches, Quezon City. Thanks to the Pondo 
ng Pinoy feeding program being run by 
enthusiastic volunteers, he and other children, 
all documented malnutrition cases, have gained 
2to4 [losin the past six months. jorvsoncoc 


pursuit of social justice. The Catholic Church 
launched the fund-raiser on June 12, 2004, 
urging the faithful to donate even loose 
change for anti-poverty projects. 

The feeding component, dubbed the “Ha- 
pag-Asa Integrated Nutrition Program,” was 
launched in July last year. 

Under Hapag-Asa, Pondo allots P7.50 per 
‘meal per child daily, while the implementing 
parish is expected to supplement this either in 
cash or kind (additional food items, cooking 
utensils, transport, fuel, manpower, etc.) 

According to official health surveys cited by 
Pondo, three out of 10 Filipino children of 
preschool ages suffer from chronic malnutri- 
tion. 

“It costs P900 or just P7.50 a day to feed a 
malnourished child for six months,” the pro- 
gram says in its fund-raising brochure. 

"This amount is nominal. What can you re- 
ally buy with P7.50?” notes Levi Buenafe, the 
Parish Pastoral Council chair of the Our Lady 
of Merey. 

"What's important is that something beau- 
tiful got started. By nature, Filipinos love to 
pitch in,” he says. 


Spirit of volunteerism 

When the INQumen paid a visit last week, it 
was this spirit of volunteerism that filled the 
makeshift kitchen run by Zipagan and compa- 
ny—not the simmering pork sinigang. 

As the head social service coordinator of 
the parish, Zipagan reported that her team 
had never missed a feeding day for the last six 
months—even during holidays or when class- 
es were suspended because of bad weather. 

And unlike other short-lived feeding pro- 
grams, Pondo had consistently served “heavy 
meals" unlike other soup-and-bread lines. 

Zipagan agreed that the key to keeping up 
the program on a tireless level was, ironically, 
the senior age of the volunteers, debunking 
the common notion that community service 
projects were best handled by the young. 

“Idon't think it would have lasted this long 
if it were run by younger volunteers who have 
regular jobs or classes to attend. Can you 
imagine spending almost half of your day 
here without expecting anything in return?” 
Zipagan said in Filipino. 


Rewards 

The good news is, according to a chart fur- 
nished by Hapag-Asa project officer Bell La- 
fuente, the previously underweight children 
of Barangay Sta. Monica have gained be- 
tween “2 to 4 kilos" since they started the pro- 
gram in July. 

These children comprise the first batch of 
Hapag-Asa beneficiaries whose “graduation” 
isset on Jan. 31, according to Lafuente. 

This accomplishment, however, goes be- 
yond the kids" health. 

Buenafe muses: “We saw a community get- 
ting things done. We realized that all we 
needed was somebody—or something—to 
provide us the initiative." 


METROBRIEFS 


Turf war heats up 
INTELLIGENCE officers of he Makati Police Depart- 
ment (MPD) yesterday arrested a traffic enforcer of the 
Metropoitan Manta Development Authority (MMDA) 
afer he latter apprehended a motorist at the ntersec- 
ton of Ayala Avenue and Edsa for beating a red ight 
Eddie Cruz, 42, an MMDA Traffic Operations Center 
enforcer for the past 10 years, was taken to the MPD 
headquarters where he underwent questioning. Cruz 
was the first to be arrested after Makati Mayor Jejomar 
Binay last week ordered city policemen and public ser- 
vice officers to arrest any MMDA Traffic enforcer 
caught apprehending motorists In his area. The arrest- 
Ing offices sald they were stil tying to determine 
What charges to fle against Cruz “If you are arrested, 
you shouid immediately be told what charges you are 
Бепо arrested on . | think it (Binay's arrest order] is 
айе ой, айе unusual It may be a violation of some 
fights of individuals and some administrative rules,” 
sald MMDA Chair Bayani Fernando. He added that the 
MMDA would provide legal assistance to Cruz. 

Tarra V. Quismundo 


Fake underwear seized 
THE NATIONAL Bureau of 
Investigation (NBI) seized 
7,095 pieces of take Nauti- 
ca underwear worth P1.06 
milion during simultane- 
ous raisin he cites of 
Parañaque and Pasay last 
энек. The counter 
products were taken from 
warehouses and sials 
owned by George Tan and 
Ruby Torres at the VAS Bullding Compound and In 
Stall H-34, Sunnyline Building, both on Taft Avenue. 
Extension in Pasay Clty; and at 26 Boeing St., Con- 
corde Village, Nala Road, Paraftaque City. NBI Intel- 
lectual Property Rights Division agent Joseph Furing 
sald trademark ntngemen and unfair competition 
charges are now being readied against Tan and Tor- 
ns. 
‘Margaux C. Ortiz 


No tax hike 


NO TAX hike will be Implemented in Valenzuela. 


City this year. "(The plan to) increase the city's tax 
rates is to be held in abeyance until the economic 
condition improves ," Mayor Sherwin Gatchalian 
announced recently. Gatchalian sald the plan to 
raise taxes this year, as contained in an ordi- 
nance, would be untimely because of the current 
financial crisis. He added that his constituents 
were already having a hard time coping with the 
higher cost of living due to the recent implemen- 
tation of the expanded value added tax. "The year- 
Jong reprieve would give business owners and 
residents of the city some "breathing space'," 


Gatchalian said. 
Nancy С. Carvajal 
Taxi driver killed 


ATAXI driver was robbed of his earnings and 
stabbed dead by unidentled assalants who like- 
y posed as passengers before dawn yesterday in 
Quezon City. Hernani Labong. 47, of Norzagaray, 
Bulacan, was found dead inside his taxi, with 
plate number PWT 674, at 1:30 a.m. along Belfast 
Avenue, Pasong Putik, Fairview. His body was 
found by barangay watchmen. In his report, РО2 
Gregorio Maramag, of the criminal investigation 
division of the Quezon City Police District, sald 
the motive was likely robbery since Labong's wal- 
let and earnings were missing. 

DI Yap 


LTO cites QC 
SMOKE beichers had better stay out of Quezon 
City which has received a citation from the Land 
Transportation Office (LTO) for catching the most 
number of smoke beichers In 2005. A total of 
5.606 transport operators and drivers were ap- 
prehended last year by the city's ant-smoke 
belching unit under the local Environmental Pro- 
tection and Waste Management Department (EP- 
WMD). For its accomplishment, the LTO awarded 
Quezon City a certificate of recognition as the 
“LTO Law Enforcement Group of the Year." On the. 
other hand, Michael Santos, an enforcer of the 
city’ anti-smoke belching unit, was named "LTO 
Law Enforcement Officer of the Year" for his "un- 
stinting dedication and unqualified support for 
the agency's ant-ollution program. 

DJ Yap 
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CARACOL FESTIVAL 


Makati residents danced up a storm yesterday as they celebrated: 
Mardi Gras. Participantsin a grand parade along Ayala Avenue came in colorful Mother Earth-inspired costumes, all 
inline with the festival's theme of promoting the importance of preserving the environment. 


is year's Caracol Festival, the city's ver 


Search launched for ‘Pinoy Barbie’ 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


cultural heritage have their respec- pant can submiit up to three entries. 
tive souvenir dolls. The Philippines 


The doll must be original and 


THE SEARCH 15 ON FOR THE doesn't have апу. Its about time that uniquely Filipino in design. It should 


“Pinoy Barbie.” 


is promising a cash prize of P25,000 


the first Filipino doll that would re- 


we have our own,” Mayor Jaime also be easy to market and mass-pro: 
‘The Muntinlupa City government Fresnedi told the INQUIRER. 


duce. "The winning entry will be 


The “Philippine Doll” contest is patented,” Fresnedi said. 
to any Filipino who would be able to open to all legitimate Filipino resi- 
come up with the winning design for dents who are at least 12 years old. 


The winner will receive a cash 
prize of P25,000, the second place 


Participant should submit a dum- -winner will get P15,000 and the 


Вест the country's rich cultural back- my or scale model of their entry, at - third placer, P10,000. The local gov. 
ground. least 18 inches high, together with ernment will accept entries until 
"Some countries with a very rich blue prints and sketches. A partici- Feb. 15. 


Dorm fire tragedy could have been avoided. 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


ries are virtual death traps because of fighters should have.been equipped 


the lack of fire escapes and proper with the necessary tools to break into 


THE DEATH OF EIGHT PEOPLE ventilation," 
during a dormitory fire in Sampaloc, spokesperson of the United Firefight- 


said Alvin Estrada, locked rooms to save trapped victims, 


He said-the "jaws of life; a hy- 


Manila last week could have been pre- ers of the Philippines, а nongovern- draulically driven tool, can force 
vented ifthe firemen only had the right ment organization composed of open jammed doors in a few minutes, 
tools, according to the spokesperson of 13,000 firefighters, in an interview while a portable jackhammer can 


a nationwide group of firefighters. 
"We all know that these dormito- 


SUMITOMO 35TON 
LATTICE CRANE. 


with the INQUIRER. 
Estrada explained that the fire- ers entry. 


bore holes in walls to allow firefight- 


бл 


AUCTION DATES: 


JANUARY 
26, 27 & 28, 2006 


SALE STARTS AT 8:30 А.М, SHARP | 


ISUZU ELF DUMP TRUCK 


BLDG. 1455 ARGONAUT HIGHWAY, TEL. NOS: (047) 252-1129 * 252-1155 TO 58 * (02) 920-0810, 
SUBIC BAY FREEFORT, PHILIPPINES (02) 711-5270 * CEL NOS: (0917) 7262824 * (0917) 8388094; 


QUIPMENT FINANCING AVAILABLE THRU p.f. ORIX METRO LEASING а FINANCING CORA TAL. (01) 0.8888 


qe 


Will your new car 
come with 


P1,000,000? 


xc PELLI 


$a. 


This promo is open to all {individual and бро Clients. 
who avail of an auto loan from PSBank or Metrobank within ^ 
the period of January 16 to April 28, 2006... 


Each auto loan account. b joked will be assigned o one computer- К 
generated raffle number. 


There will be seven (7) minor draws and one ne (1) did йан. 


: -Three. (3) clients have the chance to win P25,000 each in 
i every minor. draw and one (1) lucky client will win P1,000,000 
s db А ONE MILLIGNISESUS if in the grand draw: Alt prizes are tax- -{тее, iy 
оц could be à winner òi 
bá Меп you buy. your Winners will Ье drawn via electronic raffle draw under the 


car through PSBank and Metrobank's FAST CAR, FAST CASH promo! : supervision of a DTI representative on the designated draw 
mui you avail of à PSBank Auto Loan or a Metrobank Auto Loan; dates at thé PSBank. Center, 777 Paseo: de: Roxas 
asfrom«Jànuary-16,-2006 to April 28, 2006; you are eligible to win. Sedefio St., Makati. City. s s 

the. grand prize of one million pesos or one of 21 prizes of P25,000, : $^ f < Winning clients, will be notified via registered mail and their 


* names will be published їп leading newspapers, 
With FsBank and Мерорап, уой сап get your car fast, win big, publish b. pap 
" "lease see Posters end Flyers for м ‘details, oc visit any PSBank or Metrobank branch; ** 
S arn be in the form of manager's chech 
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arako take 
2-0 cushion; 


Express win 


By June Navarro 


JAMES PENNY FINISHED A 
block shy of a triple-double as 
Red Bull Barako seized a com- 
manding 2-0 lead over Alaska, 
80-73, in their best-of-five 
quarterfinal series in the San 
Mig Coffee-PBA Fiesta Confer- 


enceatthe Araneta Coliseum. 

Penny had 20 points on top of 16 rebounds 
and nine blocks as he continued to justify his se- 
lection as last-minute replacement for the high- 
scoring Quemont Greer at the start of the series. 

In swatting away nine shots, Penny nearly 
matched the 10 blocks pulled off by Shell's Benjie 
Paras in a game during the 1991 season. 

Yancy De Ocampo pounded the lanes and 
helped Аїд] carve out a 90-87 series equalizer 
over Talk ‘N Text earlier. 

Joining forces with his younger brother 


Ranidel, the 6foot9 
De Ocampo banged in 
12 points and grabbed 
11 rebounds against 
his former team, a far 
ау from his 561 

and 5.7-rebound con- 
ference average. 

{just wanted to help our team win in any way 
can," said De Ocampo, who was shipped by the 
Phone Pals in the off-season to the Express in ex- 
change for top rookie pick Anthony Washington. 

De Ocampo's jumper from the top of the key 
ceased the pressure on the Express after the Phone 
Pals had come within, 81-83, with two minutes 
remaining. 

Ranidel completed the brothers’ act by drain- 
ing a long tom of his own two possessions later, 
forcing the Phone Pals to take hurried shots an 
{go into a fouling binge in their race against tin 

“We're in top condition," said Air21 coa 
Perasol, whose team played four matches 
days. “The key in the next game is our ability t 
BARAKO/AZT 


GAMES WEDNESDAY 
(Cuneta Astrodome) 
4:40p.m—Alaska vs 
Red Bull Barako 
7:35 pm Talk 'N 
Tex vs Ait 


- 


- AIR2I’S Yancy De Ocampo (left) flicks a pass to а teammate off Asi 


taulava of Talk ‘N Text during their game yesterday. aucisTosAcuuz 


The New Ford Escape NBX Limited Edition 


You'll fall in love with the performance of the 2.3L engine. But everyone else will be smitten by the dual-tone exterior, clear headlamps, 
16-inch alloy wheels and sporty two-tone leather interior. A combination of looks and substance that a rare few will enjoy. 


wwwford.com.ph 
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Stop Hair Loss Now. 


Call Svenson at 892-H AIR. 
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Harbour Centre pins 
4th loss on Magnolia 


* 
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DENNIS Concha of Granny Goose collars the rebound off JR Estrada.of 


Far Eastern Insurance in their game Saturday. 


 AXGUSTDGA CUZ 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


RAIN OR SHINE TURNED TO ONE OF ITS 
reserves to claim top spot even as Magnolia. 
absorbed a stunning third straight loss at 
the end of the elimination round in the PBL 
Heroes Cup yesterday at the San Andres 
gym in Manila. 

Yousif Aljamal unloaded 11 of his 18 points 
in the last six minutes of play as the Elasto 
Painters slipped past the Montaña Jewels, 69- 
62, to finish with a leading 8-3 win-loss 
record. 

The Wizards, who dominated the tourna- 
ment before the long holiday break, took а 
69-61 defeat at the hands of Harbour Centre 
and dropped to second at 7-4. 

Rain or Shine and Magnolia have already 
claimed the two outright semifinal slots as 
early as Saturday 

Harbour Centre ended up tied with Granny 
Goose and Hapee-PCU at 6-5, but the Goose 
Masters claimed the third spot and the first 
twice-to-beat advantage in the quarterfinals 

. due to a superior quotient. 

Hapee-PCU and Harbour Centre will battle 
for the fourth spot and the remaining quarter- 


final incentive in a 
3:30 p.m. knockout 
game tomorrow. 

The Montafia Jew- 
els settied for the last 
quarterfinal _ seat 
with a 5-6 card. 

The Jewels surged 
to a 47-40 advantage 
with Al Magpayo 
shooting three con- 
secutive treys late in 

| the third period. 

Rain on Shine 
forged the 13th 

deadlock of the game at 53, before Aljamal 

took over to put the Elasto Painters ahead the 
rest of the way. 

Gilbert Malabanan also contributed 13 
markers for the Painters. 

Harbour Centre again turned to former 
Ateneo star LA Tenorio and Joseph Yeo, who 
teamed up for 27 points. Fil-Am Rob Reyes al- 
so shone with 11 points, 13 rebounds and 
three blocks. 

“Our four-game streak is a good roll going 
into the quarterfinals,” said Harbour Centre 


| stanpies 
R. or Shine 
Magnolia 
G. Goose 
Hapee-PCU 
| Harbour 
| Montaña 
Fart. ns. 
Toyota tis 
GAMES TOMORROW 
(San Andres Gym) 
330 p.m —Harbour 
Centre vs Hapee-POU 


coach Jorge Gallent. 

Magnolia's Fil-Am standout Kelly Williams 
sat out the game due to a sprained ankle, 
while mainstay Arwind Santos went 0-for-6 
from the field. 

The Portmasters got off to a bristling start 
behind Tenorio and Reyes for ап early double- 
digit spread, 22-12, in the first period and 
жеге never headed after that. 

The scores: 

First Game 

ARBOUR CENTRE 68—Tenorio 14, Yeo 13, Reyes 11, 
Paterno 9, Saguindel 9, Coching 6, басо 3, Arellano 2, 
Alonzo 2, Menor 0, Oy 0 

MAGNOLIA 61—Rizada 13, Jones 12. Isip 9, Misolas 
8, Valenzuela 7, Chan 5, Angeles 4, Bombeo 2, Brcellano 
4, Santos 0. 

Quarters: 22-12, 42-31, 55-51, 69-61 

Second Game 

RAIN OR SHINE 69—AJamal 13, Malabanan 13, Ca- 
ваш 11, Enrile 9, Sagad 8, Ortiguerra 5, Reyes 3, Javier 3, 
Orbeta 2, Tangkay 2, Tan 0, Sta. Maria 0, Robles 0, Astra 
0. 

MONTAÑA 62—Magpayo 16, Junta 11, Compton 10, 
Dela Cuesta 8, Bagulon 5, Vergara 3, Bono 3, Atablanco 2, 
Mercado 2, Capus 2, Casto 0. 

Quarters: 12-11, 25-28, 42-47, 69-62 


By Francis Ochoa 


SHE SAT AT THE EDGE OF THE 
ballroom crowd almost unno- 
ticed. Dressed in a black cocktail 
dress, and fiddling with her cel- 
lular phone, she wasa perfect 
symbol for those who were 
nearly forgotten Saturday night. 

Not that she minded being out 
of the spotlight. 

“Its okay,” said 21-year-old Es- 
meralda Tayag in Filipino. “This 
night is for the whole team any- 
way. 

“That means itis our night, 
war 

Tayag was part of the collective 
‘group thatthe Philippine 
Sportswriters Association named 
as Athlete ofthe Year. 

‘That group had many names. 
But for most of the time since the 
‘announcement was made to hon- 
or the entire 23rd Southeast Asian 
Games delegation that brought 
home the overall title, that group 
had but one face. 

‘And going into Saturday's coro- 
nation night, that face belonged to 
triple-gold medalist Shiela Mae 
Perez. 

*]feel proud to accept the. 
award in behalf of the entire Team 
Philippines,” Perez said in Filipino. 
“felt like crying [on the stage] 


Glorious moment 
at PSA awards 
night for all of | 

Team Philippines 


and I almost could not talk when 1 
was asked to make an acceptance 
ean 

Perez herself felt the strain of 
being Team Philippines’ poster 
girl: "My face feels tired from all 
the smiling." 

There were those who helped 
in shouldering some of the atten- 
Чоп given out Saturday night. 

Statuesque karateka Gretchen. 
Malalad comered her share ofthe. 
photographers’ lenses. New 
archery sensation Amaya Paz, 
wushu top bet Rene Catalan and 
boxer Harry Tafiamor were. 
Perezs escorts when the charming 
diver took the stage with Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. 

But there were also those who. 
satin the outer fringes of the lime- 
light. Others like Tayag who had 
to be queried by people wonder- 
ing who in the world she was be- 
fore they found out that the Santo 
‘Tomas student was the left fielder 
ofthe gold-winning women's soft- 
ball team. 

‘There were those who needed 
toremind people that they put in 
the same amount of effort to 
make sure the country’s hosting of 
the Games would mark the first 
time it would end up with the 
overall title of the biennial meet. 

Already left out by television 


ype, 


56t PSA AWARDS NIGH 


HER EXCELLENCY 


Í PRESIDENT GLOR 


SHIELA Mae Perez (fifth from left) raises the Athlete of the Year trophy during the PSA Awards Saturday night, which was graced by no 
less than President Macapagal Arroyo (fourth from left). With them are (from left) POC president Jose “Peping” Cojuangco, PSC chair 
Willaim "Butch" Ramirez, PSA president jimmy Cantor of Malaya, archer Amaya Paz, boxer Harry Тайатпог and wushu artist Rene 


Catalan. Perez, the Zamboanga-bred diver who won three gold medals during the Southeast. 


Philippines, which the PSA named Athlete of the Year after winning the SEA Games overall crown for the first time. 


time constraints, they were also 
edited out of a 35-minute speech 
by Philippine Olympic Committee 
(РОС) president Jose "Peping" Co- 
juangco. 

The speech part self serving, 
part apology, part finger-pointing 
and part lullabye—praised heavily 
instead the working committees 
under Cojuangco. 

Again, not that Tayag or any 
athlete complained. 

"Idid not hear it,” said the Pam- 


panga-born lass sheepishly. 

There were those, however, 
who noticed. 

"Itwas such a self-serving 
speech,” said the ever-feisty former 
POC president Cristy Ramos. 

“The way the SEA Games were 
organized, the only reason why 
the POC officials right now don't 
have to resign out of delicadeza is 
because the athletes saved them by 
winning the overall tite,” Ramos 
said. “The least he could have 


wholly tothe athletes.” 


Luckily the significance of the 
night was not lost on those who 
‘worked hard to build everything 
upright to that moment Saturday 


evening. 


done was dedicate his speech 


“Tm stil happy" Tayag said. "АШ 
‘of us who are part of Team Philip- 
pines are proud ofthis moment. 
This isa once-in-a lifetime 
achievement, tobe named Athlete 


mem 


Games, was picked to represent Team 
[rel 


When Perez finally raised the 
Athlete of the Year trophy, from 
her own obscure corner of the 
ballroom, the SEA Games first- 
timer flashed a satisfied smile 
that belied the affinity she felt 
with the teammate who shook 
hands with the Chief Executive, 
hogged ай the attention and was 
the target ofall that bursts of 
flashbulbs. 

Like Tayag said, this was, after 
all, her night, too. 


By Recah Trinidad 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA—IT'S 
now Erik Morales who's the odds- 
оп favorite in the the sportsbook 
windows in Las Vegas, site of his re- 
match with Filipino’ boxing icon 
Manny Pacquiao on Jan. 21. 

Pacquiao, 7-5 favorite since the 
announcement of the second en- 
counter last year, was pegged a 10- 
8 underdog versus the Mexican 
hero Morales yesterday. 

‘This means a bet of $125 on 
Morales would pay $100, said Рас- 
quiao publicist Winchell Campos. 

Expect more shifts in the betting 
trend, advised sportsman Rex "Wa- 
kee” Salud, a Pacquiao confidante. 

T it were in cockfighting, an P80 


By Recah Trinidad 
LOS 


ithamper his training. 


“Masakit, muscle pain, pero OK na lahat (It 
huns, but everything's okay now)” he told the I- 
лир after completing his afternoon gym regi- 


ANGELES, CALIFORNIA—MANNY 
Pacquiao said he had felt pain in his left arm 
after a heavy workout here but he did not let 


bet would pay P100 for Pacquiao, 
orlo-diyes, Salud said. 

Nothing much has been heard 
from Morales who is winding up a 
rigid training in the Mexican out- 
skins. 

Pacquiao, meanwhile, continued 
to train behind closed doors. 

АЙ the three Manila scribes here 
to cover the big rematch, together 
with Games and Amusements 
Board (GAB) boxing division head 
Noli Flores, were disallowed entry 
to the Wild Card gym of trainer 
Freddie Roach during Pacquiao's 
workout yesterday. 

‘The taller Morales rode on guts 
and superior craft in conquering 
Pacquiao by unanimous decision in 
а bloody, dramatic first encounter 


men yesterday 


Pacquiao assured everything was fine in his 
preparation for the second encounter against Erik 


Morales on Jan. 21. 


ssparmate. 


There were reports Pacquiao had strained his. 
left forearm after it accidentally hit the head of a 


But Dr. Nasser Cruz, who confirmed the strain, 
said Pacquiao has recovered phenomenally. 


Pacquiao now 10-8 underdog | 


at the MGM Grand, also in Las Ve- 
gas, in March last year 

Majority of experts believe Pac- 
quiao could win only via a knock- 
ош, but Roach disagreed and insist- 


ў 
б 


>? 


ed the superbly honed Filipino idol 
would also go for a win on points. 
Roach also confirmed the Ingum- 
zm report that he had ordered 
changes in Pacquiao's arsenal, | 
thereby correcting serious flaws 


that cost them the first fight. 

“We would be foolish to go only 
for the knockout knowing Morales 
has never been stopped before,” 
Roach told the Inqumen yesterday. 

‘That said, Roach remarked he 
sees nothing less than a spectacular 
win for Pacquiao at the Thomas and 
Mack Center in Las Vegas, 


Manny says he’s OK after injury scare 


PACQUIAO: Behind closed doors 


"Ifi had happened to an older fellow, it would 
have taken longer to heal,” Cruz said. "But Manny 
is strong, young and takes a lot of supplements." 

Pacquiao winds up sparring here Monday 
morning before motoring to Las vegas in a convoy 


in theafiemoon. 


Handlers said he was expected to complete 
130 rounds of sparring in preparation for his no- 
tomorrow battle with Morales. 


BEAUTIES AND THE BEST: The Philippines’ Biboy Enriquez (left) and 
California's Joe Stanfield show their fighting cocks, two of the most-talked- 
about bloodlines, during the World Slashers Cup press presentation at the 
‘Gateway Mallin Quezon City last Saturday. With them are Bb. Pilipinas 
Universe Gionna Cabrera, Miss Intemational Precious Lara Quigaman, and 
Bb. Pilipinas World Carlene Aguilar (partly hidden). 


тюу 


fights on the schedule. 


fights ofthe year. 


Тошчіте world champion Jun 
Santiago leads an intemational field 
wing in the NCAS first big hack- 


The much-awaited derby, 
offers more than P4 million in cash 
prizes, will have its semifinals on 


Crack foreign, local entries plunge 
‘into action in NCA world tilt today 
| THE МСА WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP 


| 8-Cock Derby kicks off today at the 
San Juan Coliseum with at least 75 


Wednesday and finals on Friday. 
‘Among the participants are US 
breeders Jimbo Cox, Damon York- 
man, Joe Wolcott, Lamy White- 
head, popular cockfighter Patrick 
‘Antonio, Gov. Ito Ynares, Boy Royo, 
Boy de Roca, Rudy Jingco, Benjie 
Lim, Gov. JV Magsaysay, Rene de 
Guzman, Ruel Ricafort, Jet Feman- 
do, Manny Santos and Pol Estrella- 
Ryan Lim 


which 
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Braves stun em 
Tribu, snare 
cage crown 


PAGADIAN CITY—THE NORTH 63, and 98-79, in the classifica- 
Cotabato Braves shocked fancied tion and semifinal rounds. 
‘Tribu Sugbu, 83-76, Saturday to Тһе Braves came alive in the pay- 
bag the Mayor Sammy Co Invita- off period after trailing for 30 min- 
tional basketball crown at the utes, exploding for 26 points while 
jampacked city gym here. limiting the Tibesmen to 10. 
Michael Errata and Rey Binas Earlier, host Pagadian Explor- 
combined for 38 points for the ers? also surprised multi-titled 
Braves, the team owned by Gov. Spring Cooking Ой in overtime, 
Manny Pifiol’s who were compet- 97-90 to clinch the third spot. 
ing only forthe second timein the The scores: 
Natures Spring-NBC pre-season NORTH COTABATO 83—Etrata 21, BE 
series supported by Sulpicio nas 17, Car 12, Coronado 10, Ligue 8 
Lines, Spring Cooking ОЙ, Mejorada 4, Reyes 3, Tangue 2, Del Norte 
Molten and Prime Channel. 2, Dagatan 2, Javod 2, Martinez 0, Sansaet 
The Tribesmen of Cebu busi- 0, Cabanog 0. 
nessmen Lito Gillamacand Mario TRIBU 76—Almacin 13, Calo 11, Sevil- 
King were heavily favored to la 10, Calnglet 10, Bucao 7, Yabut 7, Ша! 
wrap up their third straight title 6, Nicdao 4. Mercado 3, Bute! 3, Ducay 2. 
after crushing the Braves, 105- 


Barako take 2- 0 "n > 
cushion; Express win 


From page A25 tumovers and a personal foul in two 
just to what Talk N Text would minutes of action. 
throw at us.” ‘The scores: 

Shawn Daniels, whose poor free- Рт бате 
throw shooting told heavily on their _ АН21 90—00 Ocampo 17, Rlludo 17. 
defeat in Game 1, showed up with ^ Daniels 14, De Ocampo 12, David 10, Tubid 5, P " n 
His Toth double-double of 14 pois fani naa Ato 4, Se 2, отав To be a champion three times in a row, 
and 24 boards. 0, Ferriols 0. you can't afford the slightest misstep: And Kia Motors has achieved 


Damien Cantrell matched Daniels’ ТАК ‘N TEXT 67—Caniel 16, Miler 15, i 

18th double double by finishing with Айар 14, Taula 11, dan 8, Beano 6, te highest growth rate н automakers in Europe each of the past 

16 points and 17 rebounds. ‘vedo 5, Gel 4, Carey 4, Patlo 4. reo years. With this potential, we are ready to amaze you even more. 
Meanwhile, Red Bull Barako Quarters: 25:19, 49:35 7064 90-87 

coach Yeng Guiao sent Jimwell Second Game 

Torion home after the first half. НЕ0 BULL 80—Penny 20, Vlanueva 16, 

Guiao reportedly resented Tori. Baguio 14, Tugade 13, Fonader 10, Cruz 6, 

on’s reaction after he criticized Рет 1, Najorda 0, Bugia 0, Robinson 0, 

thi ororhis miscues in Маводи 0, Torion 0. 

the final two minutes of the first ALASKA 73—Brade) 14, Dela Cruz 14, 

quarter. байо 12, Cortez 11, Alvarez 6, Alado 6, 
oon, who came with his two Thoss5, Cablay 3, Hugnatan 2 

children, left the game with two Quarters: 10-10, 36-39, 57-56, 80-73. 


ges core, 


EX 

NATL TRIATHLON HOST 

The Lakeshore in Mexico, Pampanga, will host the National Triathlon 
Championship on Feb. 5 with close to 300 competitive and 
recreational triathletes expected to join. The sponsorship agreement 
was signed recently between Trap president Tom Carrasco jr. and 
architect Eli Paras, VP- Operations of Lakeshore, With them are 
Lakeshore officers Abby Pojas and Jojo de Leon, Trap secretary 
general Mon Marchan and race director Melvin Fausto. 


The Best Truck Body ио, «№ 
YU ہے‎ NOCH KIA MOTORS 
SORENTO КАМОО 
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Robert Bosch Inc. 


Bosch Wiper Blades Showers prizes to the following winners! Bosch Spark Plugs 


[painy] Das Raa Pramag Congratulations! LODL GADGETS ratne Promo 
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dst Prize: Honda Wave 1255 DEALER PARTNER 6 dst Prize; Honda Wave 1255 DEALER PARTNER 
Ba Pree samsung МЕЗ Pape Jeb Samsung MPO Player 
Suri hori BOD Suto T. Sri iori Ор Shute 


«y BOSCH 


Invented for life. 
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Û See Rosters and Flyers for details. Y DTI NCR permit nos, 1654 & 1652 Serles of 2005. 
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Pistons still humming smoothly 


| 
| 
jl 


A 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


SPORTS 


MONDAY, JANUARY 16,2006 


AUBURN HILLS, MICHIGAN—RICHARD HAMILTON SCORED 19 
points to lead seven Detroit players in double figures as the Pistons 
dominated the shorthanded Charlotte Bobcats, 114-91, in National 
Basketball Association play on Saturday. 


Maurice Evans had 18 points and Tayshaun 
Prince and Antonio McDyess both added 16 
points for the Pistons, who took advantage of 
an injury-riddled Charlotte team to win for 
the fifth time in six games. 

Detroit (29-5) had litte difficulty with the Bob- 
cats, who dressed just 10 players due to injuries. 

The Pistons’ victory came on the back of a. 
big road win over defending champion the 
San Antonio Spurs on Tuesday, Detroit's first 
visit there since losing the seventh game of 
the NBA Finals last season. 

Charlotte did not present nearly the chal- 
lenge that the Spurs did, but the Pistons did 
not let up, taking а 60-43 lead at the half be- 
fore cruising to the easy win. 

Detroit dressed 12 players and used them 
all, as coach Flip Saunders emptied his bench 
and got everybody into the game for at least 
опе minute in the blow-out. 

“That was a workmanlike performance 
coming off a big win,” Saunders told reporters 
after the game. “That's what you like to see.” 

Chauncey Billups added 13 points for the 
Pistons while Rasheed Wallace had 12 points 
and Ben Wallace contributed 10 points and 13 
rebounds. 

Ben Wallace left the game late in the first 
quarter after apparently twisting his knee, but 
returned in the second quarter for the Pistons. 

Charlotte (11-26) lost its third straight game 
and seventh in the past eight during a stretch 
where the club has had numerous injuries. 

Tn Atlanta, Gilbert Arenas scored 33 points 
as the Washington Wizards beat the Hawks, 
114-106, in overtime. 

Joe Johnson scored 23 points and had 11 
assists for the Hawks. 

In Dallas, Josh Howard scored 29 points as 
the Mavericks crushed the New Jersey Nets, 
110-77, 

Jason Kidd scored 19 points for the Nets. 

In Houston, PJ Brown scored 13 points and 
had 10 rebounds as the New Orleans Homers 


MEMPHIS" Pau Gasol (center) takes it strong to the hoop against San Antonio's Tim Duncan (left) and Robert Horry. a» beat the Rockets 86-80. 


It's official: ш will play for US 5 


Т PHOENIX—NBA STAR LEBRON JAMES COM- 
+5 mitted to playing for the United States at this year's 
{ 2 world championships and the 2008 Olympics. 
"ts offically official in his case and 1 know 
hes excited about t" said Jerry Colangelo, man- 
aging director of USA Basketball. "He's obviously 
1: one of the core guys you want because of his tal- 
Т ent, his age, his maturity at a very young age." 
Colangelo met with James before the 
Cleveland Cavaliers played the Phoenix Suns 
оп Saturday, but thought the 21-year-old 
Cavs’ star already had committed іп а meet- 


ing їп Chicago on Dec. 22. However, James 
was quoted as saying he still had to talk to 
Colangelo before making any commitment. 
He was part of the US team that struggled to 
win a bronze medal at the Athens Olympics in 
2004, but saw limited playing time for coach Lar- 
ry Brown's team. He played in eight games, aver- 
aging 5.4 points and 11.4 minutes per contest. 
Meanwhile, The United States will face 
Puerto Rico in its first game of the basketball 
world championships after Sunday's draw. 
The United States, the tournament's top- 


Juwan Howard 
scored 22 points and 
had 10 rebounds for 


the Rockets. 
— In San Antonio, 
s Tim Duncan scored 


19 points and had 13 
rebounds as the Spurs 
slid by the Memphis 
Grizzlies, 80-79. 
Duncan made a 
e off an inbound 
s alley-oop pass from 
PN Manu Ginobili with 
7.2 seconds left for the game-winner. 

Ginobili scored 20 points for the Spurs, 
who led by 15 points midway through the 
third quarter before Memphis charged back 
behind Bobby Jackson and Mike Miller. 

Pau Gasol scored 26 points for the Grizzlies. 

In Los Angeles, Chris Kaman had 25 points 
and 10 rebounds, leading the Clippers over 
the Seattle SuperSonics, 98-72. 

In Oakland, Kobe Bryant scored 38 points 
as the Los Angeles Lakers beat the Golden 
State Warriors, 110-104, despite a triple-dou- 
ble (24 points, 13 assists, 11 rebounds) from 
Baron Davis. 

In Milwaukee, Carmelo Anthony scored 38 
points as the Denver Nuggets beat the Bucks, 
100.93. 

1а Chicago, Stephen Jackson scored 21 of 
his 29 points in the second half and Anthony 
Johnson's basket with 3.9 seconds remaining 
sent short-handed Indiana past the Chicago 
Bulls, 91-89 in Chicago. 

In Phoenix, Shawn Marion scored 25 
points and had 12 rebounds as the Phoenix 
‘Suns beat the Cavaliers, 115-106. 

‘The Suns overcame a 46-point perfor- 
mance by Cleveland's LeBron James for its 
ninth victory in 11 games. 

In Salt Lake City, Dwyane Wade scored 31 
points as the Miami Heat beat the Utah Jazz, 
100-94. Reuters 


Fasbion, sporting 


seeded team, was drawn in Group D along 
with Puerto Rico, Slovenia, Italy, China and 
Senegal. Its opening game on Aug. 19 in Sap- 
poro will be a rematch of its 92.73 loss to 
Puerto Rico at the Athens Olympics. 
Defending champion Serbia-Montenegro, 
formerly Yugoslavia, has a record five world 
titles and is in Group A with Athens Olympic 
gold medalists Argentina, Venezuela, France, 


The 2006 FIBA Men's World Championship 
will be held Aug. 19-Sept. 3 in Japan. 


'Toms collars share of Sony Open lead 


HONOLULU—DAVID TOMS SET A COURSE 
Z record with a Sunder 61 and it sill wasn't 
enough to take the lead in the Sony Open, which 
tumed into a two-man race between Toms and 
the equally hot Chad Campbell on Saturday. 
“Toms caught Campbell with a two-putt birdie 
оп the 18th, setting the tournament record at 
Waialae Country Club since it changed to a раг 
70 in 1999. Davis Love Ш still has the course 
record of 12-under 60 in 1994. 
"I was just trying to keep up,” Toms said. “1 
made a couple of putts I wasn't supposed to 
7 make, but that’s what you do when you have a 


hot round.” 

‘Campbell did his heavy lifting with the irons, 
rarely leaving himself birdie putts outside 15 feet 
and converting enough of them for a 62. He had 
a 15-foot birdie putt to match Toms record score 
‘onthe final hole, but it hung on the lip. 

They were at 14-under 196, seven shots clear 
of anyone else. 

Bighhitting Bubba Watson, who hit a wedge 
into the par-5 18th for a birdie and a 66, and 
Shane Bertsch (63) were tied for third at 7-under 
203. Jim Furyk, tied with Campbell starting the 
third round, had a 70 that left him in the group at 


204 with Rory Sabbatini and Charles Warren. 

Waialae was missing some energy with 16- 
year-old Michelle Wie home writing a school pa- 
per instead of testing herself on the US PGA Tour. 
Not even one-fourth of the gallery that watched 
her for two days were with the final threesome, 
although the golf was superb. 

А gentle breeze allowed for better scoring, but 
noone took advantage like Toms and Campbell. 

Defending champion Vijay Singh went out in 
30 to pull within one shot ofthe lead, but he mar 
aged only two birdies and two bogeys on the back 
nine fora 65,and wound up losing ground. АР 


Bronco Champ helps end Patriots reign 


DENVER—CHAMP BAILEY INTER- 
cepted a Tom Brady pass in the end- 
zone and returned it 100 yards to 
break open a tight defensive bat in. 
helping the Denver Broncos register 
а 27-13 victory over the New Eng- 
land Patriots on Saturday. 


Bowl champion Patriots had little 
answer to Denver's marauding de 
fense and were punished for a se- 
ries of fumbles and interceptions 
thatallowed the home team to ease 
to victory in the AFC divisional 
showdown. 


since 1998 when John Elway led 
the Broncos toa Super Bowl victory, 
Denver took advantage of five New 
England tumovers, snapping the 
Patriots’ NFL-record 10 straight 
post-season wins. 

On finally winning a postseason 


coach Mike Shanahan said: John 
Elway was а great player and 1 
think he will be the first to tell you 
that it takes complete team. " 
Bailey's interception came as the 
Patriots were trailing 10-6 but driv- 
ing deep in Denver territory late in 


worlds fuse at. 


Australian Open 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA— 
The white ball has virtually 
vanished from tennis, but it 
made a comeback Sunday as 
the sports and fashion worlds 
met instead of clashing. 

Rising Russian star Maria 
Kirilenko made her debut as 
tennis’ face for designer Stella. 
McCartney in а new line of 
clothes and shoes specially de- 
signed for the No. 25 seed. 
Fashion tie-ups are on the rise 
in tennis, with Serena Williams 
already well-known for dab- 
bling in her own designs. 

The scene was a special ten- 
nis court set up at the Grand 
Hyatt Hotel. The surface was 
plush carpet in “dusty 
тоѕе"— ће same color as Kir- 
ilenkos dress, which looked 
like a loose tank above a lay- 
ered, pleated skirt. Under- 
neath were a fluorescent or- 
ange tank top and shorts. The 
materials are designed to help 
keep athletes cool. 

Bright green tennis balls 
would have clearly clashed, so 
the event organizers found 
some white balls that comple- 
mented the color scheme. 

“I can bring together two 
, ings that are very important 


The two-time defending Super 


HINGIS: No longer a fearless rookie 


Winning their first playoff game 


game without Elway, Denver head 


the third quarter 


Reuters 


Hingis feels the butterflies fluttering 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA—PORMER 
world No. 1 Martina Hingis picked а 
tough time to make her comeback to 
Grand Siam tennis. 

For only the second time in 30 years, 
all ofthe women's top 10 are featured in 
the main draw at the Australian Open. 

The list goes on. There's 20 of the top 
20 here and 46 of the top 50; there's 
eight women who've held the No. 1. 
ranking and five former Australian 
Open winners in the field. 

Hingis, who spent 209 weeks at No. 1 
in five stints, retired in 2002 because of 
long-term foot and heel problems. 

Despite winning three and losing 
three Australian Open finals over a six- 
year span from 1997, the 25-year-old 
Swiss star is a rank outsider at Mel- 
boume Park because of the power evo- 
lution in women's tennis. 

She doesnt even have a ranking. 

feels different definitely from 
coming here playing in 95 when 1 was 


15, (asa) fearless rookie,” she said Sun- 
бау “Ten years later, definitely you have 
some butterflies in your stomach.” 

Hingis returned to WTA tournament 
play at the Gold Coast earlier this 
month, winning three matches before а 
semifinals defeat to Italian Flavia Pen- 
nem. 

Ar Sydney last week, she lost to No. 8- 
ranked Justin Henin-Hardenne, the 
reigning French Open and 2004 Aus- 
tralian Open champion. 

"I don't think it was too bad to lose to 
the eventual champion,” Hingis said. 
"Playing (Henin-Hardenne) definitely 
showed me what its all about now, be- 
ing а Top 10 player and winning 
Slams" 

Big serves and ground strokes have 


about the same size as Hingis, has 
veloped a game that helps her combat 
the heavy hitters. 

“She hits it very fast and deep,” said 
Hingis. "That's the difference in today 
game. (Players) are more relentless. 
From the beginning to the end, you 
have to be 100 percent focused 

Though Hingis still hopes to use 
some of her old tricks. 

"Т never could overp 
other players, but 1 hor 
сап find other win- 
ning strategies,” 
shesaid, AP 


become the norm in women's tennis 
‘since Venus and Serena Williams 
led the vanguard of heavy hitters. 


Hingis relied on touch, anticipa- 
tion and guile. Henin-Hardenne, who is 


MARIA Kirilenko takes to the 
practice court wearing the 
latest from fashion designer 
Stella McCartney. » 


to me, my sport and my style," 
Kirilenko said. “Its the best 
technology. In addition, it 
looks great.” 

McCartney couldn't make it to 
the tournament because of a pri- 
or commitment, but sent Kir- 
ilenko a telegram of support. 

“Now, get out there and kick 
ass!" McCartney wrote. АР 
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Hidayat sees RP Open 
raising Filipinos’ play 


INDONESIAS REIGNING OLYMPIC AND WORLD CHAMPI- 
on Taufik Hidayat is keen on seeing action in the first Philip- 
pine Open Badminton Championships, saying the event will 
further raise the level of play here to world-class caliber. 

"From what Ive seen, the physique of Filipinos is identical 
то most of the world champions whom I have played with," 
said Hidayat. "The only element needed for major success by 
Filipino players is more international competitions.” 

The Indon ace, the first player to win both the Olympic. 
and world singles crown, leads the foreign challenge in the 
upcoming Philippine Open slated March 1-5 at the PhilSports 
‘Arena in Pasig City. 

Britain's Nathan Robertson and Gail Emms, men’s world 
No. 1 Lin Dan, Pi Hongyan of France and Mia Audina 
‘Tiptawan of the Netherlands— who all saw action in the MVP 

| Cup here last year here—are also expected to vie for honors. 


Xavier forges 3-way 5 E 


DE 


tie for Hitachi lead 


GAMES WEDNESDAY (UNO gym) 
530 p.m.—aviervsSt Stephen 
7 p.m.—GCHS vs. Hope Christian 


LAST YEAR'S RUNNER-UP XAVIER 
School hardly worked up a sweat in 
crushing Hope Christian High 
School - 95-49, for its second 
straight win in the Metro Manila 
Tiong Lian Basketball Association 
(MMTLBA)-Hitachi Cup basketball 
toumament at the UNO gym in Sta. 
Cruz, Manila. 

Philip Ong finished with 15 
points to lead a balanced scoring at- 
tack by Xavier, which forged a three- 
way tie for first place with idle UNO. 
High and St. Jude Catholic School. 

Three other players—Wesley 


Contreras, John Woodward Co and 
Charles Tiu—also scored in double 
figures for Xavier, which is being 
handled by coach Patrick Aquino 
and manager Caesar Wongchuking. 
Conteras contribubted 12, Co ч 7 
added 11 and Tiu had 10 for Xavier, ^ | 
which lost to St. Stephen in the best- 
of three title showdown last year. 
St. Jude defeated Grace Christian 
High School, 6649, to join UNO 
and Xavier in the lead in this seven- 
team tournament also supported by 
Accel, Davies Paints, Burlington, 
Converse and Helathy Options. 
Edison Chua,” Carl Cua and 
Rankin Calles combined for 46 
points for St. Jude, which beat 
Hope, 69-49, in its fist game. 


Hidayat was actually scheduled to grace the launch of the 
$120,000 event last week, being its chief endorser, but he 
begged off after sustaining an injury. 

"The International Badminton Federation has categorized 
the RP Open, sponsored by Bingo Bonanza, as a four-star 
tournament—which gives local players the chance to shoot 
for world-ranking points. 

Organized by IMG and backed by JVC, the event is expect- 
ed to lure over 200 players from 25 countries since it will also 
serve as a tune-up for those competing in the China Masters, 
asixstar toumament slated the week after the RP Open. 

Other backers are Iqumem Badminton, The Philippine 
Star, Badminton Asia, Solar Sports, Jam 88.3, 99.5 RT, Magie 
89.9, 103.5 KLite, Wave 89.1, Snickers, Toby's Sports, Fossil 
‘Watches, Bacchus, Yonex Sunrise and Crowne Plaza, the offi- 
Gal hotel. 
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Government Warning: 


Lot Riral Highway, Subic Gateway, Subic Bay Freeport Zono. 
Lot 63B innovative St, Subic Bay Industrial Park, Phase |, Subic Bay Freeport Zono, Philippines 2222 
Tel. Noc (DT) 252-4221 * Fox Мо: (047) 52-1223 
TGULLWING MOTORS INTL. CORP. 157 Amang Rodriguez Ave, Santolan, Pasig City Tel 640-1729 Fax: 56841378 


LU-Vigan Bike for Hope set 
THE BIKE FOR HOPE CYCLING TOUR FROM LA 
Union to Vigan kicks off on dan, 21, organizers an- 
nounced yesterday. This wil be a 110-km trek start- 
Ing from La Union, the picturesque gateway to the 
Ilocos region, to Vigan, the best-preserved example 
of a planned Spanish colonial town In Asia, A project 
of Sen. Pia Cayetano, the 4th Bike for Hope coincides 
with Vigan's town fiesta. Photo opportunities aval 
camera bugs along tha tour and at Vigan, For cy- 
osts, there wil be an entry fee of P300. Transporta- 
tion vill be provided. The frst 300 registrants wil be 
entitled to a jersey. The water stations are in Tagudin 
(83 m to Vigan), Candon (62 кт) end Narvacan (30 
km). The tour will finish at the Vigan capitol building, 


The best hair transplants 
are meant to be unnoticed! 


BEFORE AFTER 


GET BACK YOUR HAIR-THE PERMANENT WAY 
Latest тае in a tation surgery to ме 
Eater not be able to tel te парал о 
ТЕГИ 

* Multilinear hairline grafts 

* Dense packing up to 3,000 grafts in 1 session 

* Follicular unit transplant 

* Trichophytie closure 

* Airfare reimbursement plan 

Our goal is to achieve the most natural looking hale 
transplants in ONE session. Call nowi 


A. Pineda Medical Clinic 
Suite 612 Medical Towers Makat. Ruino Streat 
босар Vilage, Makat GW 
MANILA 8130691 « DAVAO 2212682 


ууу pinedahalreorn 


Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


na 
Aussie Open on Star Sports 
STAR SPORTS WILL BRING LIVE AND EXCLUSIVE 
daly coverage of te year’ frst tennis Grand Slam 
vente 2006 Australian Open beginning today 
until Jan. 29. Telecast starts today at 8 am. World 
No. 1 Roger Federer is the heavy favorite to rule at 
Melbourne Park foliowing the withrawals of defend- 
Ing champion Marat Safin, four-time winner Andre 
Agassi and 2005 French Open winner Rafael Nadal 
due to injuries, American Andy Roddick and home- 
town bet Lleyton Hewitt are expected to be Federers 
toughest challengers for this year's title. In the wom- 
en's side, reigning champion Serena Williams will 
face stif competion from world No.1 Lindsay Dav- 
прот, 2004 winner Justin Henin-Hardenne, Kim 
Clijsters and Russian Maria Sharapova. Another in- 
teresting highlight is the comeback of three-time 
champion Martina Hingis. 
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DESPITE THEIR RESOUNDING VICTO- 
tyin the 23rd Southeast Asian Games last 
‘month, the resurrected Filipino athletes 
will not rest on their laurel but will train 
in eamest for this year's Asian Games in. 
Doha, Qatar, from Dec. 1 to 15. 

Inan interview with the Igumats Mu- 
song Castillo, Philippine Olympic Com- 
mittee president Jose “Peping” Cojuang- 
co said, "The РОС is not putting premium 
оп the gold medal winners of the SEA 
Games last month, but it will be asking all 
NSAs (national sports association) to 
evaluate the performance of their ath- 
Jetes for the coming Asiad and submit 
their respective recommendations before 
the POC General Assembly meeting, the 
first for this year, on Jan. 25." 

Added Cojuangco: “The Asian Games 
is a bigger tournament, so we need to 
send only the best.” agree. 

The Asian Games are no longer a 
venue where the athletes wil be taking 
part to gain the needed international ex- 
posure; itis a sporting meet for honesto- 


goodness competitions where POC and 


“PSC (Philippine Sports Commission) offi- 


als are duty-bound to field only the best 
and brightest in order not to embarrass 
the country before the eyes of the world. 
Filipino taxpayers ате more conscious 
now about the medals our athletes would 
be winning since public funds (their 
money in particular) would be spent for 
these games. The people want results, 
not promises, from sports officials whose 
upkeep they are paying for. 

In the last Asian Games held in Busan, 
Korea, in 2002, the Philippines won three 
gold medals the men's 9-ball doubles in 
billiards by Francisco "Django" Busta- 
mante and Antonio Lining, the men's dou- 


bles in bowling by World Cup Hall of 
Famer Paeng Nepomuceno and RJ 
Bautista and the equestrian show jumping 
by Mikee CojuangooJaworsii, who was 
later voted PSA Athlete of the Year 2002. 
Four years earlier іп the 1998 Asiad in 
Bangkok, the Philippines landed a dis- 
graceful 21st in the overall standings by 
"winning only one gold, courtesy of the 
15-ball billiards doubles team of Gande 
Valle and Romeo Villanueva. In that 
Bangkok bash, many of the Philippines 
Southeast Asian neighbors overtook the 
Filipinos cream of the crop, to wit: Thai- 
land, relying on its hometown advantage, 
bagged 24 gold medals; Indonesia, а 
mial SEA Games overall champion, 
won six golds, Malaysia five, and, would 
you believe, unheralded Sri Lanka three 
and Singapore and Myanmar two golds 
‘each. The Philippines wound up with 1 
gold, 5 silver and 12 bronze medals, nar- 
rowly beating Vietnam by one bronze. 
Over the years, the Philippines made 
lile progress in the Asiad and, more im- 


Training in earnest for the Doha Asiad 


portantly, the Olympic Games. "We have 
been humiliated too long,” said а longtime 
sports fan who, like many others, is more 
sensitive now to the country’s floundering 
performance. Its time we wake up." 

Retracing history, the Philippines at- 
tained monumental achievements in the 
old version of the Asiad, the Far Eastem 
Games, from 1913 until 1934. 

But after ће Pacific War, the country’s 
athletic program dipped dramatically. By 
the 1950s, the Filipino athletes had fallen 
оп hard times. The Philippines made its 
biggest impact in the Asiad in 1954 when 
Manila hosted the meets second edition, 
winning 14 gold medals, the most by any 
RP team in four decades. However, the 
country’s performance dipped: in suc- 
ceeding Asiads starting in 1958 in Tokyo 
where RP won nine gold medals and in 
1962 in Jakarta where we won seven. 

How will the Philippines fare in the 
Doha Games? Will it win five, six, seven 
ог more gold medals? Just where it is 
headed, only time will tell 


| PCU junior 
five closes 

in on wild 
card berth 


PHILIPPINE CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY DISPOSED 
off two NCAA Final Four rivals in as many days at 
the Rizal Coliseum and appeared set to secure the 
Jone high school wild card at stake in the Nation- 
al Students basketball championship. 

PCU whipped San Beda College, 62-39, last 
Saturday then came back the next day to turn 
back a taller Jose Rizal University, 73-63. 
Ра å As the only undefeated squad in the double 


Land m ¥ round eliminations, PCU now has the luxury of 
TOTAL LIBERATION ¥2 


THE CRDi-POWERED 
SEDAN 


The Liberty to Travel Farther... 


„with CRDi technology combining power and 
fuel efficiency. 


The Liberty to Feel Comfort... 


swith increased dimensions from virtually ай 
aspects of the interior. 


The Liberty to Find Joy. 


with commanding beauty and distinct 
Euro-Styling. 


the twice-to-beat privilege in the finals set Satur- 
day at the Ninoy Aquino stadium starting at 8 
am. 

In other matches, SBC recovered with an easy 
73-61 decision over Far Eastern University, 
which earlier prevailed over Don Bosco of Man- 
daluyong, 5437. PCU-Dasma scored twice 
against lightweights, 86-43, over Мате! and 62- 
54 over University of Santo Tomas. 

The wild-card winner advances to the 12- 
team tournament proper starting on Feb. 17 that 
also features as many squads in the collegiate di- 
vision starring the champions of the NCAA, 
ЧААР, Cusaa and regional eliminations. The 
women's side will showcase teams from the WN- 
САА and the WBL. 

In its show of support to the organizing Philip- 
pine Basketball Federation, the NCAA тала; 
ment committee, through acting chair Bernie 
Atienza, had released a resolution waiving the 
rule on residency that would have credited the 
NSBC appearance as one playing year to their 
cagers. 

“We fully appreciate this act of the NCAA 
and we are keeping our fingers crossed that the 
UAAP will look at this issue from the same per- 
spective,” PBF president Moying Martelino said. 

"The PBF is slated to meet again on Thursday 
to decide the format and schedule of the wild 
card play for the collegiate division. 
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By Nini Valera 


ICHARD GUTIERREZ 
has announced that he 
is renewing his con- 


tract with Regal Entertain- 
ment, in spite of an 


j movie press to limit their questions to the 


10 2207 (Globe 


E-mail: pr_entertainment@Inquirercom.ph 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


Before the press conference, Monteverde 
read a prepared speech pleading with the 


movie and not ask about the current 
controversies involving йз lead 


j ANYTHING 
FORKIDS 

ANGELINA Jolie and 
Brad Pitt sit with Haitian 
schoolgirl Мао 
Georges, 7, at the Im- 
maculate ' Conception 
School in Port-au-Prince, 
Haiti. Georges is one of 
many kids sent to school 
by Yele Haiti, а charity 
founded by Haitian-bom 
hip-hop musician Wyclef 
fi Jean, who hosted the 
КЫЛ couple's recent visit. AP 


star. 
"Spare Angel and Richard 
from becoming further victims 


earlier statement to of the circumstances (sic)," the 
producer said. 


the contrary given “Please let this love team 
by his mother сй bloom.” 
Annabel Rama. Е, (Locsin herself is in the 

Speaking during the middle of a money related 
press con for his latest ` dispute with her manager, 
movie with Angel Locsin, 1 352 
ihe actor, who has am jj ma one-onone inter 
eight-picture deal with Re- SB ids view with gunek Enter- 
gal, said, “I am focused on 
my work. Пе other people È 
handle the problems.” 

Gutierrez’ starrer, “Mu- EE 
lawin The Movie" failed to Ei 
win a single award from the GUTIERREZ and Locsin in their new movie 
recently concluded 
Metro Manila Film Fes- 
tival and Rama has ас- 
cused Regal matriarch 
Lily Monteverde of ma- oo 
nipulating the results. + METROPOLI! 
Rama went on nation. | ЭСА Әр л < 
wide television to say 
that her son would not 
even finish his sixth 
film under the existing 
contract. 

But now, shooting 
for the movie, "I Will 
Always Love You"—co- 
produced by ОМА 
Films, justas "Mulawin 
The Movie” was—is 
about to wrap up. 


180 Ez 
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PROMO EXCLUSIVE FOR NE PACIFIC MALL ONLY 


Ё NE Pacific Mall 


ЗІ KM, 111 MAHARLIKA HIGHWAY, CABANATUAN CITY 
TELNO.: (044) 463-5181 
PROMO RUNS UNTIL FEBRUARY 20. 2006 
тарала ET өз ит мот 


SM Molino SM Valenzuela 


эзи SPICE мат. wa ишиди, эии инана ит. LT 
сост cate AAT CITY 
тю: 04) 4743087 Кт 


аы 


‘Sa jeep, ang pamasahe from Ayala to Pasong Tamo P750, 
Sa Globe! апо tawag from Ayala to Las Vegas P4.50. 


*From Globelines landline or payphone 


fia cene 


per minute ang tawag sa Australia, Canada, China, Hong Kong, Malaysia, Singapore, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand 


at USA. Globe! card, the one card for all your communication needs. Pinaka-versatile na, pinakamura pa! 


Vat Inclusive 


CINEMA me movie 
BE THE FIRST TO WITNESS THE EXPLOSIVE REMATCH A M CINEMA 


rv -LancE OO Н COMMERCIALS 


Na Watch it at the following 
SM cinemas 
FAIRVIEW, MANILA, 
MEGAMALL,NORTH EDSA, 
SOUTHMALL, PAMPANGA, CEBU 


JANUARY 22, 2006 
(Sunday) 8:00 a.m. 


LIVE VIA SATELLITE 
FROM LAS VEGAS, USA 


For ticket inquires please call 


North Edsa - 8295452 Mania - 5239240 
Megamall - 6331901 Ра - 963768} 
Fairview - 4176811 Cebu - 2313876 

Southmall - 8066888 


PRE M IERE 
BIG TIME 
*Megamall January 23* 
cinema 1 
THE MAID 


*Megamaill January 24° 
cinema 1 


UNDER WORLD 
*Megamall January 17* 


*Megamall January.21 + 
Cinema 1 


Ah out-of-this world adventure is waiting for you at 
From the creotom ot umani comes b raw bold gome SG! winieg 
i You on a fantastic nterotoctc journey 


^ ZATHURA 


A SPACE ADVENTURE 


THE ‘GAME STARTS JANUARY 25 


¢ Dasttouled byr Cumbia Petes, MIRCB Rating: Gat Ages admitodt 


JANUARY 20, 2008, 7;30 p 
'SM North Edsa Cinema 1 


Buy Follow You Heat CD lor oniy РЇЇНЇ 

at SU cinema snackbar and get FREE TICKET, POPCORN 1 DRINC 
‘alate а he folowing SU Hals: North Edsa, 

eqanal Fairview, Centerpoint & Manila 
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SHANG CINEPLEX 


KING KONG 
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12:0,250 
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CHRONICLES OF 
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MTRCB GP 12393206109 00 MF 


Catch the Cineplex Special 
A Blockbuster Gift for All Seasons 
The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 
Treat your family and frends to a thriling movie experience: 
only at the Shang. 


Cinema Treats - for Cinemas 1.2.3 and 4 
remove Rewards . for the Premiers Theatre 


FAMILY STONE 
1200, 230, £00, 720, 10:00 


ZATHURA 
350.320, 520, 740,050 


[5] Shangri ta Ра 
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GREENS CINEMAS 


PROMENADE 


TATHURA-GP. 
sneak preview 
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SNEAK PREVIEWS 


Robins 


Movi 


galleria + ermita + metro east 
pioneer * novaliches imus 
dasmarifias • sta. rosa 
starmills, pampanga • angeles 


january 16 to 17 


PUAN т 


REGULAR Showing: January 25 


For SCREENING: 
з cal our CINEMA 


ТУ COLUMBIA PICTURES 


ARANETA CENTER 


Gateway Ф маш. VÀ „мегра 


ү, 
A2- мым 
ROUNDUP 


Iwill joinif... 

ACCLAIMED director Joel Lamangan wants 
changes made in the organization of the 
Metro Manila Film Festival—or he’s not par- 
ticipating in the next one. 

Speaking at the weekly Kapihan sa Sulo in 
Quezon City, Lamangan reiterated his earlier call 
for young industry leaders to take over the 
ММ 

"Until now, people like Attorney (Espiridion) 
Laxa run the show,” the director said. “I call them 
dinosaurs.” 

Lamangan Залей that he was not upset be- 
cause another entry, "Kutob," won the Cultural 
Award or because filmmaker Jose Javier won 
Best Director. 

“Tm protesting because there is no clear stan- 
dard [for the selection], Lamangan said. Nor- 
man Bordadora 


Yes, lam 
LOS ANGELES— 
Gwyneth Paltrow has 
confirmed she's expect- 
ing her second child 
with Coldplay lead 
singer Chris Martin. 
In an interview fol- 
lowing a screening of 
her movie “Proof” late 
— the 33-year- 
old actress was intro- 
duced as a pregnant PALTROW 
woman, according to the syndicated entertain- 
ment television show “The Insider.” 
Moderator Lou Diamond Phillips asked Pal- 
trow, "How far along are you?" 
“Far enough along to feel very cumbersome," 
she answered. AP 


It's atie 

LOS ANGELES—The writers of "Syriana" and 
"Capote" will face a run-off vote after tying for 
the USC Scripter Award for Best Adaptation of a 
Book or Short Story to Film. 

‘The two movies beat out finalists “Brokeback 
Mountain,” “The Con- 
stant Gardener” and 
“A History of Vio. 
Тепсе” 

Another round of 
selection committee 
balloting will deter- 
mine а single winner 
and results will be an- 
nounced Jan. 18, 

“Capote,” based on 
the biography of writ- 
er Truman Capote by 
Gerald Clarke, was 
written by Dan Futter- 
‘man. “Syriana,” a dra- 
ma about oil and poli- 
tics, was based in part 
‘on the book “See No 
Evil” by former CIA 
agent Robert Baer and. 
was scripted by 
Academy Award-win- 
ning writer Stephen 
Gaghan, who also di- 
rected. 

Put winners in- 
clude “Million Dollar 
Baby" "Mystic River,” 
“Seabiscuit” and 
“Wonder Boys.” 


Payback 
SYDNEY Paparazzi 


armed with water pis- 
tols attacked Aus- 


ons 
eworld 


THE ONLY CINEPLEX 
IN THE COUNTRY 


Gaes Cil DIETO 
DONT GIVE UP ONUS | ZATHURA 
| Tanasa | rans 


FAMILY STONE е 


5071201240740 
122012401500172019:0 | 530165018201940 
SI ANGE 


| BEAUTIFUL BOXER 
12501300/5101720/930 150/420/680/920 


KING KONG 
18/58/93. 


AKO, LEGAL WIFE 


TADI 42077201940 


P NES CINEMAS 


тайап actor Heath 
Ledger at the Sydney 
premiere of his new 
movie _ “Brokeback 
Mountain,” saying it 
was payback for his 
previous bad man- 
ners. 

"The rebel photogra- 
phers said the unpro- 
voked drenching of 
Ledger and his co-star 
and partner Michelle 
Williams on Friday 
was a "joke protest” to 
teach the Hollywood 


FULL STADIUM 
SEATING 
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heartthrob to be more 
polite to them in the 
future. 


KING KONG 
12206201810 


EXODUS 
1¥290/290/ 400 /600/600 


ZATHURA 
155/205 415/625] 835 


Photographer Peter 
Carette told Satur. 
days Daily Telegraph 


For ticket inquiries, please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www ticketnet.com ph. 


ARANETA COLISEUM 


WORLD SLASHER CUP 


BACKSTREET BOYS 
NEVER GONE TOUR 
JANUARY 20 FRIDAY/8PM 


the stunt was de 
signed to encourage 
Ledger “not to abuse” 
the press. 

“He keeps spitting 
atusand kicking in car 
doors,” Carene told 
the paper АЕР 


„ вадан OPENSSJANUARY 18 


WILLIAM ATHERTON ао BRANDON DAVIS 


Who's your 
Daddy? 


THE 18 YEAR OLD VIRGIN. 
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| No complaints 


But Cherrie Pie Picache, Best Supporting 
Actress, has one wish for the MMFF 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. by reporters. “They were ай asking why How was 
supposed to answer them?" 
CCHERRIEPIE PICA X — When she went onstage to claim her trophy 
Celebrating her Best Supporting Actress win she considered tackling the issue in her accep- 
ах the recently concluded Metro Manila Film tance speech, but decided against it, certain she 
Festival. Instead she was agitated, unable to would sound “as if T were sour-graping” 
hide her disappointment when she sat down shed rather grouse about 
‘wth Inquirer Entertainm 
aid she was saddened by the о 
surrounding the MMFF—particularly, the 0 y: NINBAM 
Snide remarks on her inclusion in the Best Sup- film of hers submitted as an entry, Brillante Men- rical Rock Production 
Porting Actress category, when her 7 бога "Kaleldo shut out. Mendoza is johemian Rhapsody - We Will Rock You 
Wie cosas Тага Padilla o Quin- the same independent director behind Й Are The Champions - Another Ono Bites the Dust 
со һай competed for Best Actress (Padillawon). “Masahista,” which won the video prize at the Lo- 9 
PICACHE, as a lesbian y Picache recalled that, upon arrival at the Aliw сато Intemational Film Festival 2000. S pm: Araneta сезон 
receiving good notices. “Theater on awards night, she had been besieged noaa 


MMFF grossé“analyzed 


THE 2 METRO FILM FEST'S 
gross receipts are in, and "Enteng 
2" tops the list with a 
Vopping P108M, or almost one 
third of the fe tival's total take of “ 
around P350M. 
" spectacular show- 


| 
y” 

good—or expensive as hoe KA "- AT THE Y 
and “Mulawin.’ uoo I ой 

Clearly, other factors were „ТЗ. рео ый could be the 

ki for the film to make ita A т ad pie — 

wd favorite. Logically, they ff atest “Shake, 
кей ani pe missi цо PUN Am made P32M—not bad 


would include the popularity of Zot ls 
Vie Sotto's signature title char- My \8ovie franchise that's 


Mesones eau "9 Na sso, temer. ll ENJOY UP TO 20 MOVIES FOR RENT 


like a number of the viewing gj ? о 
family due to his long run on ^ 2151М worth of = 


television, via Sotto's sitcom. 
This is an instructive point, бр Auctions relative quali 
because it proves that high-tech ШЕ" E астан could be 
flourishes are ents Ente unde ene 
good, old-fashioned, ' 

home “friendship” 


“Enteng” also scores with the 
warm "family" feelings elicited ру N che fi 
by the loving and supportive үү 
> fe Kabisote house. Py AN eure plum, it didnt have 
ет шау bicker and A if more days to take advan- 
fight, but when push 
they instantly get their 9 
act togeri 
And, quite uniquely t ў the 2006 festival 
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1 e ointed by © back o the early 

al” family is counterpointed by d 9. Pack to th LG's Digitol Home Audio Systems ore the perfect solution for any kind of home entertainment 
the "fantasy" family of fairi a = * AF EM 


dern М ي‎ Kom needs. Нот the basic Hifi to "Wireless" DVD Home Theater, you con always enjoy LG's exclusive 
Enteng has inadvertently mar jı Citations. The jurors technology combining POWERFUL SOUND and STYLISH EXTERIOR. 
"Tes this link berwe just have to the LG Audio ...Looks Good, Sounds Great! 
very different famil SUN of movies before th 
parallel dimensio: «X the awards, along with Promo Mechanics 


the "Bnteng” ТУ баш AME: RETE peine. Y dure А Ета 
especially entertaining for Fi PE 5 veu < s Febuary 28. 2006 


Шет, "Kutob" 

ipino viewers. uem : cerle clan 

Tn second place is "Exodus" praly PM This could in- сто к c eines seed gas luin me dad Fon ng 
and the film deserves its popu- a m eee 
larity because its special effects уа ЕТ ООУ to bloody slashe: Hd : ore ae eden 
are particularly lov D Sate 54 their Ameri ма C hehe odd ape топ eet 

Sa ie оне, ет в Py pariterparts : Saas etim iade 
“Mulawin,” which ended upon- ,4 Pv qin gup den кр 
ly in third place. We thought gW O actioners, rist 
thatthe fact that it, too, isa film "gei Lagot Ka Sa Kays Promo runs from October 10, 2005 to February 28, 2006 


based а жор ГУ 190 „инд PER DTI-NCR Permit No 5805 Series of 2005 
uld interest many moviego- 


+ я 
ers in the big-screen version. йур action movie 
Well, so much for prognostica- ^at affirms some industry 


tion. [^ 'S feeling that action а 
То be sure, some people in га уе ceased to excite local Ys L G 
volved in the production соль sou ESOS, and have been re- эше L 
plain that it didn't get №, уй by panoramic adventure 


P 
it deserved—which if fyi Costume-fantasy pro- СД 
uld have lowered isto. ^. Sms. E 


2 EEE pne of Extraordinary ооа 
ductions, the movie that did б, ЖЁегпеп' 
t the box off sacom- le Star Movies channel К , Р 
эы S ins “Phe Leaguc of Extraordl LG Electronics Philippines 15 F legs St музу Pasa Cty Toi No 61-1810 8 Par 640-000 
take, PA9M, was only a bit len #, Gen M) CIC Te! No 640-2525 test 0917-8242525 / 0920-9007525 
than "Mulawin's" PSSM, de AME pud Stephen 
spite the huge disparity in their 07, angtens film stars Sean : x i " 
budgets. WN ery and Peta Wilson. : 3 www.lge.com.ph 
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БЕГЕТ] FROMTHE ACADEMY AWARD" WINNING! DIRECTOR OF*AMERICAN BEAUTY" | 
Welcome to the suck. | 
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From the World of JUMANJI 
THE ADVENTURE BEGINS JAN. 25 BESSEEEREESERERRERERR н 
Special Advance Showings Today MONDAY, 


merce > HS ATT AGES Ani ADMITTED POWER PLANT JANUARY 16, 2006 


TRIPLE TREAT 
Rockwell Cente р The Surf Gift Love 
пипипиниппиппин promo was capped 
with the "Surf 
* Paskoncert sa 
2202405 OE MBA. 3 Pasiklab," topbilled 
20. 1290300 by singing champ 
Sarah Geronimo 
DONTGIVEUPONUS CHRONICLES [етк 
Я 60,000 fans last 
РОЗ OF NARNIA 1 
1220245540, юз GP. à Dec. 17, The Surf 
7:35,10:00 à 1:104:10,7:10,10:10 family was there, 
too—Lumen's twins 
are shown here 
with Sarah. 


KINGKONG No complaints 


f. nasa ssa um 
L наз 


FAMILY STONE 
L3 


From page A2-3 


CHRONICLES OF NARNIA Паро ае 


Р ag 
Pace | Sometimes Zr ae se 


ences about good film- 
good making and proper 

Eastwood City Walk 2. Eastwood Cin М avards giving Hor ex- 
Rodriguez x Ave {65} Quazon Cy 3 345, н: reviews аге ample, theright way of 
categorizing perfor- 

better than талхе. Instead we are 

Fer inquiries, call: FAMILY STONE mired in scandal. We 


687-6963 4. sassen | awards аан 


паз Even so, she didn't 

agree with critics call- 
ing for the MMFFs 
abolition 

"Suh a move 
would benefit only 
Hollywood films,” she 
asserted. "The holiday 
Гата season is the only time; 
ANISTON cost NER MACLAINE RU киз when local йык чм аге? 

"mos assured of doing well 
atthe ilis” 

Her hope for the 
next MMFP: "The rules 
should be clear and ev- 
eryone should observe 
them. The festival 
should be run by inde- 
pendent-minded peo- 
ple who understand 
filmmaking and have 
the well-being of the 
industry as priority. We 
need people who have 
no hidden agenda, to 
"m" я prevent conflicts of in- 

тн snr STONE Û Sow i erests" 
9 “Hie CHRONICLES OF NARNIA : nee X в: авар 
baw атнуваэмеакяеиеш | 47059 FAMILY STONE 4 sioned by the goings- 
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The Surf Gift Love 
promo was capped 
with the "Surf 
Paskoncert sa 
Pasiklab," topbilled 
by singing champ 
Sarah Geronimo 
and attended by 
60,000 fans last. 
Dec. 17. The Surf 
family was there, 
too—Lumen’s twins 
are shown here 
with Sarah. 
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“Its a pity” Picache 
sighed. "The MMFF 
could educate audi- 
ences about good fim- 
making and proper 
awards-giving—for ex- 
ample, the right way of 
categorizing perfor- 
mances. Instead we are 
mired in scandal. We 
failed to maximize the 
festival's potential.” 
Even so, she didnt 
agree with critics call 
ing for the MMFF's 
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MACLAINE RUFFALO 


asserted. "The holidays 
season is the only time; 
when local movies are! 
assured of doing well 
atthe tils” 

Her hope for the 
next MMFF: "The rules 
should be clear and ev- 
егуопе should observe 
them. The festival 
should be run by inde- 
pendentminded peo- 
ple who understand 
filmmaking and have 
the well-being of the 
industry as priority We 
need people who have. 
no hidden agenda, to 
prevent conflicts of in- 
terest.” 

Although — disilu- 
sioned by the goings- 
on in the mainstream 
industry shes “very ex- 
cited” about her foray 
into independent cine- 
та. 
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Чоп Board, will open in 
theaters оп March 8, 

"Ws inspiring to 
watch them work,” she 
said of the "Kaleldo" 
team, 

For her role as a les- 
bian, she has received 
raves from the most 
discerning critics. 

“Sometimes оой 
reviews are better than 
awards,” she said, 
smiling, "especially if 
they come from people 
1 respect deeply and 
the praise is shared by 
my co-workers.” 


That’s 
not... 
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“1 never expected to 
win awards for it [al- 
though] I did my best,” 
he said. “[Bur] even 
without awards, Tm 
very pleased with the 
movie.” 

As for “I Will Always 
Love You,” directed by 
Mac Alejandre, Gutier- 
rez, described it as a 
manure take on young 
love. 

“We've grown older, 
Angel and 1, and 1 feel 
that the story depicts 
that maturity in us." 

Very likely part of his 
maturing was the 
move last month to his 
own — condominium 
unitat The For. 

"| dont have a 
maid, he said. "I do 
everything. Since its 
new, my tendency is to 
keep things in order. 1 
always eat ош, 
though,” 

He said he invited 
his twin, Raymond, to 
move in with him, but 
that Raymond de- 
lined. 

What is it like being 
Richard Gutierrez, 
matinee idol—and son 
of Annabel Rama? 

With a grin and a 
twinkle in his eye, the 
actor said, "Difficult" 
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Stocks seen to rise 


STOCKS continued to rally last week, touch- 
ing a 10-month high, on easing fiscal con- 
cerns and lower interest rates, analysts 
said, 

Grace Cerdenia of online brokerage. 
2TradeAsia.com said the key catalyst that 
has been aiding sentiment was the govem- 
ment's fiscal-balancing story and the result- 
ing stable interest rate outlook. 

‘She said trends from the Bureau of Trea- 
sury's auctions have supported this 
thought, after the Treasury rejected high 
bids for the 90-day tenor last week. 

“Also, local monetary authorities main- 
tained benchmark interest rates steady, 
driven by stable trend expectation in con- 
sumer prices. While the peso's strength has 
partly aided the picture, stabilization within 
P52.40 to P52.70 may ensue, unless signifi- 

STOCKS BS 


Move seen 
to decongest 
Ortigas-Shaw 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE GOVERNMENT HAS RE- 
ceived an unsolicited build-op- 
erate-transfer proposal for a 
$918.6-million mass railway 
transit project, tagged as the 
MRT Line 8, that aims to link 
Metro Manila with the booming 


province of Rizal. 

Documents from the National Economic 
and Development Authority showed that the 
MRTS project was offered by American 
‘Transport Systems Corp. to decongest the Or- 
tigas/Shaw corridor by cutting across An- 
gono, Taytay and Cainta and connecting with 
MRT Line 2 and Line 3. 

‘The project consists of a 16.856-kilometer 
elevated dual-track guideway from Sta. Mesa, 
Manila, to Taytay and a 3.263-km at-grade (а 
junction at which two or more transport 
routes cross at the same level) section from 
Taytay to Angono. 

It will have provision for further exten- 
sion up to Sta. Cruz, Laguna, and passen- 
ger connections to the existing rail systems 
in Metro Manila, specifically the Shaw 
Blvd. Station of MRT-3 on Edsa, and the 
Araneta station of LRT Line 2 along Aurora 
Blvd. 

The project was laid on the table as early as 
2004 but has yet to receive even a first-pass 
approval from the government's inter-agency 
Investment Coordination Committee. But the 
project had drawn support from the local gov- 

rnment units of Rizal itself as well as the De- 
partment of Transportation and Communica: 
tion. 

Budget Secretary Romulo Neri, who 
used to head the Neda, said: "It's a good 
proposal. Rizal has 2,000 hectares (of idle 
property) it wants to develop, so its 
good." 

Neri said these MRT systems in the pipeline 
would be more viable if the proponents in 
cluded some real estate development compo 

MRT/BS 


RP requesting $535M 
in Japanese ODA this year 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE PHILIPPINES WILL SEEK SOME $535 
million worth of loans from the Japanese gov- 
ernment to support the Arroyo administra- 
tion's infrastructure and environmental de- 
velopment agenda for 2006. 

Finance Undersecretary Roberto Tan, in 
charge of the government's foreign borrow- 
ings, told reporters that the loans would fi- 
nance three projects, namely the Cebu South 
Coastal Road, the Infrastructure Logistics As- 
sistance Facility, and the Environmental De- 
velopment Project 

These are part of the shortlist of items that 
the Philippine government will present to the 
Japan Bank for International Cooperaton 
(ЛИС) for funding under ће 27th Yen Loan 
Package. 

‘Tan said Japanese representatives were 


set to arrive in Manila in the next few days to 
discuss and decide on the components of the 
Joan package. Every year, JBIC prepares a 
package of official development assistance 
for beneficiary-countries like the Philip- 
pines. 

‘The Cebu South Coastal Road, one of the 
government's targeted infrastructure devel- 
opments, is estimated to cost $42 million. The 
project proponent is the Department of Public 
Works and Highways (DPWH), which has al 
ready confirmed that the estimated loan 
amount could be covered by its future bud- 
get 

Credit facilities are being sought for the 
two other projects, with the loans to be 
coursed through the state-owned Develop- 
ment Bank of the Philippines for relending to 
private or public sector entities that will en- 

RP REQUESTING/BS 
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Efren "Bata" Reyes. Pool Legend, 
National Treasure. World Champion 


THE AMERICAN EYE CENTER 


For Efren Reyes, FOCUS is EVERYTHING: shot by shot, 
game by game, tournament by tournament. Weeks 
after undergoing LASIK SURGERY at the American Eye 
Center, The Magician showed us once again why he is 
the standard for many---winning the biggest purse 
ever in the history of the game, the First international 
Pool Tour - King of the Hill Championship." 


The American Eye Center helps The Magician maintain 
his focus. This world-class Filipino deserves nothing 
less. Because in pool, as in life, FOCUS is EVERYTHING. 
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Oil prices on the rise, DOE says 
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A HEART ATTACK 


By Abigail L. Ho 


MOTORISTS MAY NO LONGER ENJOY FUEL 
price rollbacks in the coming weeks as world 
oil prices have again started to escalate. 

Zenaida Monsada, director of the Depart- 
ment of Energy's oil industry management 
bureau, said the best that motorists could ex- 
pect was for fuel prices to remain at existing 
levels. 

The possibility ofa rollback at this time was 
very slim, she said. There was even a big 
chance ofa price hike. 


OXYLITE 
PORTABLE OXYGEN 
* Handy and Portable 

+ Ideal for travel 
+ Imported from U.S.A. 
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“Prices in the world market have really 


Call: 534-9536; 534-6954, Monday to Sunday 


= z gone up. There's hardly any chance of a roll- 
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$53.20 a barrel. 

The price of шь 
leaded gasoline based 
on the Mean of Platts 
Singapore (MOPS) 
benchmark for re- 
fined _ petroleum 
products also surged 
to $66.64 in the first. 
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12 days of January, 


climbing by more 
than $5 from $61.01 
a barrel last month. 
MOPS-based diesel 
shot up to an average 
of $71.99 а barrel in 
the Jan. 1-12 period 
from only $67.03 a 
barrel in December. 
Despite rising in- 
ternational prices, 
Consumer and Oil 
Price Watch chair 
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Main Office: Lower Ground, David 1 Bullding, 567 Shaw Blvd, Mandaluyong City 


Ч С=С SEMINARS 


January 20 / 9 AM to 5 PM 


Raul Concepcion said 
motorists could actu- 
ally expect more sta- 
ble fuel prices this 
year compared with 
the last two years. 

їп an earlier inter- 
view, he said factors 
that would contribute 
to the stability in 
prices include the de- 
cision of the United 
States and other big 
Ой users to more ag- 
gressively tap alter- 
native energy 
sources, including 
nuclear, coal-to-gaso- 
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line and ethanol. 

He also said Russia 
was expected to 
pump and refine 
more oil to address 
global demand. 

As of Jan. 4, premi- 
um unleaded gaso- 
line retails at between 
P35.65 and P36.90 a 
liter, diesel at be- 
tween P2940 and 
Р33.15 a liter, and 
kerosene at between 
P32.15 and P35.30 a 
liter. 
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_UA&P’s Continuing Management Education Program 


invites you to join the following seminars: 


Basic Supervision: The Key to Greater Productivity in the Workplace 
Know what productivity is all about and learn the connection between 
productivity and supervision. January 24-25 and May 24-25, 2006. Fee is 
P8,500. 


Accounting for Non-Accountants 
Leam key accounting concepts, methods, and techniques and apply these 
to your business. February 8-10 and June 7-9, 2006. Fee is P10,000. 


Advanced Supervision 

Learn how to bring out the best in your employees by focusing on the 
human side of management. February 21-22 and June 22-23, 2006. Fee is 
P8,500. 


Behavior Modification Seminar 
Solve performance-deficiency problems of your subordinates. March 1-4, 
2006, 4:00pm to 9:00pm. Fee is P10,000. 


Finance for Non-Finance Managers 

Learn to analyze financial statements through the use of ratios; understand, 
capital budgeting processes and funds flow statements. March 8-10, 2006. 
| Fee is P10,000. 


Managerial Mentoring and Personal Effectiveness. Seminar-Workshop 
Rediscover your life and help your subordinates rediscover theirs through 
mentoring. March 14-16, 2006. Fee is P12,000. 


How to Become a Dynamic Customer-Oriented Professional '* 

Learn how to develop the attitudes of your front-line employees and to bring 
ош in them an effective customer-service attitude. March 15-16, 2006. Fee 
is P8,500. 

Effective Business Writing Skills ies 

Enhance your skils in preparing business letters and memos. March 21-22, 
2006. Fee is P8,500. 
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All fees cover materials, daily meals and snacks, certificates, and parking. 


Supply Chain Management 

Learn how to develop and improve the supply chain. Know the 
inventory management techniques, supplier evaluation, and new ways 
of looking at the total materials management cycle. March 30-31, 2006. 
Fee is P12,000. 


Project Management Workshop 

Learn the essential steps in defining goals, establishing project plans, 
assigning work, monitoring progress, and exercising control. April 19- 
21,2006. Fee is P12,000. 


Motivation in Action Seminar 

Learn how to motivate your subordinates, and identify certain aspects 
of a person's work that strongly motivate him to bring out his best in 
work. April 25, 2006. Fee is P8,500. 


Competitive Strategy Analysis: A Framework for Industry Analysis 
Leam the tools to analyze industries, understand the generic strategies 
of competitors, and align their organization's value-chain, April 27-28, 
2006. Fee is P12,000. 


Business Planning Seminar 
Learn how to develop, implement, and moni 
5, 2006. Fee is P12,000. 


г а business plan. May 4- 


Market Research Seminar 

Learn the basic concepts and tools of marketing research and its 
function in the organization; develop marketing research skills and. 
apply them in marketing decision-making through workshop activities. 
May 10-12, 2006. Fee is P12,000. 


Strategic Marketing Management Seminar 

Acquire a working knowledge of the basic concepts and principles of 
strategic marketing management; develop analytical skills and 
techniques necessary to formulate effective marketing strategies. May 
17-19, 2006. Fee Is P12,000. 
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RP policies failed, 
economics guru says 


By Ronnel W. Domingo controls and trade and investment restrictions. 
Easterly, who is visiting the country for lec- 

POLICIES THAT DEVELOPING COUNTRIES tures this week, argues that a politically regu- 

like the Philippines adopted in the past decades lated and manipulated economy leads to an [- - 
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ples were not applied, according to a New York- forts toward development. Eri es ormai Qon com! 

USE of the season at 


gerora ERE Topshop: Topman 


oy ni he bon уе car ea em am ZZ & Dorothy Perkins! 
he Elusive Quest for ў 
Growth: Eonomiste | понг & Conference Center 
Adventures and Misad- мк a RESTO ENCES 
ventures in the Trop- [SEMINAR PACKAGE] @ Fort Bonifacio Global City 

hat P4,599 - Deluxe Room P 980 - Platinum 43-Storey Residential Condominium 
could “Kill (economic) | p 1,789 Jr. Executive Room | P785~Gold 


er PI varp OD He 
тарт connie It's more than just a credit саг 


growth” through infla- | p 1999 Executivo Room | _P695-Siver The Comforts of Home. 
tion, high taxes, supply- = 


side regulations and The Pleasures of Condo Living. 


1,2&3-BR 
Units Available \ 


VOICE AMPLIFIER 
TAKSTAR" DA-200 


636-0888 
an он нац авдоз анып ROBINSONS LAND 0922-8380888 


HP recommends Windows® XP Professional. 


I's the perfect balance of 
price and performance. 
So all the odds tip in your 
favour. 


Exclusive to 
Citibank Cardholders 


for ай straight 
The HP 45150 Desktop PC ensures you gel the maximum у pact 


value for your money. That's becouse il lectures the оез AMD 
Alhlon™ 64 processors, plus on on-boord ATI Rodeon® graphics 
care thot effortlessly occommodoles 64bit applications. Plus, 


your PCs will remain productive for the longest possible 


36,752 5150 Mciorowes 


| DESKTOP PC lime, with HP's industryleoding reliability, compofibiliy ond 


MO сотре processor 3000+ monageobiliiy. АЙ these features plus the very alirocive price 
‘enue васит X? Pros 


{sex 903200 DOIMCO ЭМИ. make the HP dx5150 Desktop PC synonymous with versatility. 
Boca sss Don 

troy So ame Catone 

poseen] or 3 months on 
еза 15 men си Mone 6 Paylite purchases 
yer pr retard rons ee Cet least P3,000 
еее d 


ЕГ 
PAI, 140) esses 


эмо миш" 64 pocessor 3200+ 
Селата Неко? AP Розо 
256MB гс2200 08400 DM 
8068 SAA 1 5G/s Hard Dee. 
Ve P5/2 Sell Mouse - Conte 


Sar pans, 1-year abo ond 1 ear n dte serves 
(von шатев ди) 


For inquiries, call 995-9999 or 
log on to www.citibank.com.ph 


dee ee Promo ends February 15, 2006. 
or (632) 867-3557 a 


ph.contact@hp.com 
TOPSHOP 


Se SER M A ا‎ citi bank 


ата понт булы teams CAU hres Молина Gp = BSA aU Faran me, 

gin ОЕ ир fe ша gu MOMS? No cre BOTTI / тиюи ES - TES OU 

‘Gro Por ери LP osa nen US agus И едай reram AD ba i rei М) өне DO See i cna evi pestem the мез 
ера ee жара cn pte ми ЖО oe sn AA tem pects пае Conc Ct m e nis Er 01а B DA. 


ТАСУГА 


Ginebra San Miel inc. 


О оваца е. 
£f Fast Dev бор. 
„29 Huge of imasinens ne 


x 


Pris Mega Moldings Ine. 


PATEE 


METERS 


z rocks 


"ry 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BUSINESS 


Welle Industris Iac. 


i 


Ё 

d 

Ei 
ia 


as ol on. 13.2008) 
онн 


kasuna: 


нон 
FINANCIAL 
BANES 


ii 
aao: 


anso ge бр unn Bark 
ans o! the Pu Isiands 
natu Coman Bank 
Gayane Мз ane 
Fe Stanete 
idea ук, 
opi бали А Tris 
Ы 
Fr tgs Bank 
Sur Bana Cor, 
ition ao the Pn. 


First aro Inest Corn. 
PET Leasing ê Fin ne 
Pra Stock xchange ine. 
Sun be Financial ine. 
anlage Corp. 


SRR -SERE £ 


اا 
s‏ 


os 
88885228 
E 


TIONS 
BRE 
BREN 


n 
[run 


ao i aaiae! 
Bes 


abel 


s 


E 


dán 


p 


8 
UBB 


аз 


Basel 


эаз-сан Broadcasting Corp. 


— M 
Ж e 
Es 

Rf Tong be taco. 


Boulevard Holdings iac. 
ТӨМ Commumeatons Cun. 
Preah Co. 


Int Container Term Sv 
Lorenzo Shipping Corp. 


5 


— 
posre 
Ee 
de 
Eee 
Rune 


asia MI Co. 


serus 
9 
54 
8 


3 
h^ D 
LAE NACL S Jd 
‘TRANSPORTATION SERVICES. 
Шоо 


558188 


Ж 
868888 888828: 


dates боо бир. 
Hon otengs ne 
йш ир А 
San ogue бор d 
wed toe Corp. d 
ch Gor 
CONSTRUCTION, INFRASTRL 
Southeast Alan Coment фы 
фе tang ie. 38 
Forte Gert Corn 
Hote Fippnes те. 
‘Repub Cement Co. 


mabuhay inyi Сэр. 


NES 
ота ите | 


Bases Bolê 


ў; 
E 

3 
2 


Beg 


atrio Phas ne 


canvas Ue 
К: prd 


Basan 


888889897 


ө fe 


H 
D 
1 
a 


ks 
me 25580 


088. 
үй 
007 


pio 

i 

ЕВЕ 
secede Е Е Бава 8 

с. 

Ša 


88 


тд 
[сим 
m 


8 
a 
a: 
ЧА 


de 
ERI 


[TES 
[is 
Ano En Holdings Com. 
piece. 
сые 
Seas 


i 
8 


ES 
eA 
888 
Бао, 

8: 


ТАТ 


бше Paragon 
Bast Солай кє. 
енш Pat Ма А 
Рода rp А 
Товару Corp 
PLOT (iow Pre) Series U, 


7 
эвз саннар. Cor. (Pe) 


БЕЛЕ: 


5 


RE 
RR: 

e 

TET 


fenem orgs 
Medco Holdings se 
ЕА 

Brine Orion рив ine- 


: 
i 


$i 
б 


I 
E 
cB 

Че om 


fene Gase Жор Cor 
E cna 
pur Corp 


GAI 


| 


ү 
85888888888: 


pappi 

Ba 

$5: 

RS 

Š 
CA 


ASIAN CENTER FOR 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 


Join the Entrepreneurial Marketing course 
and learn to redefine marketing as a form 
of value creation that constantly seeks to 
understand and serve the needs of the 
market. 


+ Marketing Redefined: The Creation 
of Value 
The Search for Value 
- Segmenting Market Opportunities 
- Knowing your market place 
Value delivery: 
< Targeting and Positioning 
Product Plus: Service Driving Value 
in the New Millennium 
Managing the Stage, the Actor 
and the Script: Product Differentiation 
vs. Service Differentiation 
Integrated Marketing Communication 
Learning Applications 


This value-based marketing approach is 
expected to bring into your enterprise 
more customers who will buy more, more 
often and at higher profit margins. 

This 5-day course focuses on how you 
can use marketing as a powerful tool and 
strategy to spur the growth of your 
enterprise towards greater productivity 
and profitability. 


If you are an entrepreneur, a manager, or 
a supervisor holding a critical position in 
your enterprise or involved in the 
development and marketing of products 
or services, this course is for YOU. 
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For inquiries and reservation call: Ms. Luvy Villanueva / Ms. Liza Ayalde 
Tel 4632 892-4011 to 25 ext. 187, 252, 356, 332; Telefax +832 813-3302 
Email: ace @aim.edu; vilanuevaG aim edu; mayalde aim edu 
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position on BDO 
proposal sought 


THE GOVERNMENT SERVICE INSURANCE 
System appealed to the Social Security Sys- 
tem (SSS) to join it in a unified position in 
connection with the bid of Banco de Oro Uni- 
versal Bank (ВОО) to merge with Equitable- 
PCI Bank (ЕРСІВ). 

GSIS president and general manager Win- 
ston Garcia made the appeal to SSS president 
Corazon de la Paz “in the interest of millions 
of individual government and private sector 
employees who are the real owners and bene- 
ficiaries of both GSIS and SSS.” 

The GSIS and SSS, which are both govern- 
mentowned and -controlled corporations, 
own 41 percent of EPCIB, with the 555 hold- 
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connie ang 
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ing a stake of 29 percent, and the GSIS, 12 
percent. BDO is owned by Henry Sy, the real 
estate and retail magnate. 

A statement quoted Garcia as saying: “The 
GSIS and SSS stakes in EPCIB represent the in- 
vestments and savings of the millions of GSIS 
and SSS members who depend on these pen- 
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sion funds to guarantee their income after re- 
tirement and help them cope with emergencies, 
such as ill health and natural calamities. As 
their trustees and also as government represen- 
tatives, we must therefore join together in a 
concerted effort to protect their best interests 
and those of their families. The government has 
also a stake in the issue as contributor to the 
pension funds and as protector of the workers’ 
welfare and interests. 

“We must therefore study the offer of BDO 
with the strictest objectivity, having in mind the 
interests of the real owners of GSIS and SSS, 
which we have undertaken to protect and to pro- 
mote. 1 therefore ask фе SSS to join GSIS in a 
united stand through block voting of our shares 
in any showdown on the issue at hand.” 


SMBB posts 13% 
revenue growth 


By Elizabeth L.Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL BAODING BREWERY (SMBB), 
the beer unit of San Miguel Corp. in North 
China, posted a 13-percent growth in revenue 
last year to $16.8 million. 

Ina statement, San Miguel said its brewery 
їп North China posted a 22-percent increase 


Mal med ui 


їп sales volume last year. However, no figure 
was disclosed. 
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SMBB'S Blue Star Beer brand accounted for 
96 percent of the beer revenue in Northern 
China. Other brands contributing to the rev- 
enue growth included San Miguel Pale Pilsen, 
San Mig Light and Valor which, like Blue Stat, 
are perennial winners of medals of excellence 
in the international product quality competi- 
tion, Monde Selection. 

‘SMBB earlier launched a new campaign for 
Blue Star Beer, now dubbed as the “City Beer of 
Baoding.” The campaign “101 reasons to Love 
Baoding” is supported by the Baoding City gov- 
'emment. The campaign is supported by an un- 
derthe-crown consumer promo, a Blue Star 
Beer festival and Blue Star Harvest event. 

Pitching in to Blue Stars continuing gains is its 
participation in the annual Baoding Beer Festival. 

"Blue Star has become one of the local peo- 
ples most favorite brands and has contribut- 
ed largely to spurring the city’s economy and 
fostering the cultural life of the people,” said 
Baoding Deputy Mayor Gao Tianmin. 

Blue Star Hao Shuang, which targeted the 
economy segment, was also launched last 
year in counties near Baoding City, capitaliz- 
ing on the popularity of Blue Star 
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©НЕМРНП, CEO ANTONIO М. GARCIA 
has been snagged in the worsening feud 
between Bulacan Mayor/Sharp elec- 
tronics partner Ricardo Silverio 5: and 
his polo-playing son, Ricardo Jr. 

Garcia, a former polo player him- 
self, was named as a “co-conspirator” 
of Ricardo Jr. when the latter took 
over the Silverio Urdaneta Village 
residence while the patriarch and his 
second wife, Bulacan Rep. Lorna Sil 
verio, were abroad. 

Garcia had forwarded a text to a 
cellular phone number formerly used 
by the son, apparently not knowing 
that the unit, owned by a Silverio 
‘company, has now reverted to the ра- 
trarch after the son was removed 
from the family company. 

"The Garcia text was apparently а 
copy of the text he had sent to LBC 
Bank owner Carlos "Linggoy" Arane- 
ta, wherein Garcia claimed that the 
house on 21 Cruzadas St. belonged to 
a family corporation “of which Card- 
ing (the patriarch's nickname) does 
‘not own a single share." 
|.“ (Dntheend Ricky (the son) asthe 
‘controling SH (shareholder) n adminis- 
trator will prevail,” the Garcia text con- 
tinued. "Wen all is settled wil tell ricky 
toreoffer the property to u,” Garcia said, 
before signing об, “best rgds. tony" 

‘Apparently unknown to Garcia, 
‘Araneta had counterchecked with Sil- 
verio St. the provenance of the Ur- 


MRT project ... 
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nent in the project. 

“A lot of these MRT/LRT pro- 
jects are able to recover the cost if 
you know how to do the real es 
tate play. In other words, the de- 
veloper also does housing, build- 
ing, commercial and shopping 
centers." Neri said. 

"Like what they're doing 
with MRT-7 (Edsa-Bulacam), 
they're sharing the profit with 
the government, because as 
you bring mass transport 
there, land values rise and if 
you're able to capture the op- 
portunities, (the need for) gov- 
ernment subsidy will be low. 


Silverio snarl 
CockrALES 


Victor C. 
Agustin. 


daneta house and that Araneta, un- 
like his cousin Marcos son-in-law 
Greggy Araneta who provided the se- 
curity detail ‘for the surreptitious 
takeover, was, in the words of Silverio 
Sr, “an innocent party.” 

‘Accompanied by his wife Dana and 
two children, the $7-year-old Silverio 
Jr. "simply rang the doorbell” of the 
Urdaneta house he grew up in and was 
allowed entry by their longtime maid, 
said Silverio Jr. friend Edvee Cruz, be- 
lying the armed takeover claim. 

The hostage-taking  claim—the 
three maids in the Urdaneta house 
were allegedly prevented from leaving 
thereafter—was a ploy, Cruz added, to 
get a Makati SWAT team to rush into 
the disputed house and eventually 
eject Silverio Jr. and the 10- security 
guards provided by Greggy Araneta. 

Gruz and former Makati councilor 
Bong Daza, who accompanied Silve 
rio Jr. during the takeover, were also 
included in the usurpation of proper- 
ty and two other complaints filed by 
the patriarch. According to Cruz, Sil- 
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verio Jr. resented the fact that the 
house built by his departed mother 
has now been taken over by his step- 
mother, who used to be his father's 
secretary, while his father, being the 
San Rafael mayor, stays in Bulacan, 

The 76-year-old patriarch, on the 
other hand, has blamed his son’s un- 
resolved medication issues for the lat- 
estin what he claimed was a long his- 
tory of bizarre behavior 


Money-go-round 
© PRICESMART plans to merge with 
Cost-U-Less, with Cost-U-Less as the 
surviving name of the unified stores, 
when the local PriceSmart shall have 
cleared its year-long disengagement 
with its former US parent. 

© TAGAYTAY Highlands has ap- 
pointed a female general manager, 
Lizette Villanueva, to manage the 
sprawling upland golf and country 
club after its founding GM, Nick Cel- 
dran, who recently had a heart bypass 
operation, decided to retire after 10 
years in the service. 


Heard through the grapevine 
TAIPAN John Gokongwei Jr. would 
join the bidding for Equitable 
PCIBank if the SSS-GSIS-Romualdez 
shareholdings, totalling about 49 per- 
cent, is offered as one block. 

(Email: cocktales pdiGpldtdsLnet. 
orcocktales pdiGyalioo.com) 
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story on page B7.) 

‘The MRT.8 East Rail project in- 
volves the procurement of 28 
wide body three-car trains with a 
capacity of 1,005 passengers 
each. 

Of the total. project cost, 71 
percent was intended to be the 
build-transfer component and 
the remaining 29 percent, the 
build-operate-transfer compo- 
nent. 

Under government regula- 
tions, unsolicited BOT proposals 
are subject to a Swiss challenge 
or should be bid out to other in- 
terested investors but the original 
proponent has the right to im- 
prove its offer to match that ofthe. 
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gage in infrastructure- and environment-re 
lated projects. 

‘The government is seeking $303 million 
for the Infrastructure Logistics Assistance Fa- 
cility, and another $190 million for the Envi- 
ronmental Development Project. 

Projects proposed to be financed under the 
Environment Development Project would in- 
clude those related to sewerage-system en- 
hancements and solid-waste management, 
Tan said. 

The lining up of proposed projects for 
the 27th Yen Loan Package came after the 
Japanese government finally agreed to 
continue providing ODA to the Philip- 
pines. 

The Japanese government earlier threat- 
ened to cut its ODA to the Philippines due to 
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delays in the release of VAT refunds to 

Japanese contrac- 
tors tapped to un- 
dertake infrastruc- 
ture projects funded 
by ODAs from the 
Japanese govern- 


‘winning bidder. 
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wi pines’ and Japanese 
iJ governments ODA 
agreement, 
Japanese ^ contrac- 
tors and suppliers of 
projects funded by 
ODA Кот the 
Japanese — govern 
ment are exempted 
from paying taxes. 


19,888.00 


mlessly with your office space and provides 
document productivity you need. In а single, space-saving package it delivers 4 in 1 
Rinctonaliy РАХ, COPY, PRINT and COLOUR SCAN 

Also, with dhe SHARPDESIC software for File Management, it enables you to effordessly 
анааан and combine over 200 differen file types on your desktop. ya, 
апи files сап be printed, emailed or archived, depending on your s 

specific requirements TERT 
[zie] 


cant dollar-based in- 
vestments flow into 
key sectors," Cerde- 
nia wrote in her 
‘weekly report. 

Week-on-week, 
the benchmark index 
rose 14 points or 0.6 
percent to 2,148.27. 

‘AB Capital Securi- 
ties wrote in a weekly 
report that the index 
was on the verge of 
trying to break the 
2,172 resistance 
mark before political 
scandals again erupt- 
ed. 

“This should be a 
good indication that 
investors are slowly 
discounting the politi 
cal distractions that 
occurred last year, and 
giving more emphasis 
оп economic and fi- 
mancial concerns," АВ 
Capital said. 

News of mergers 
also bolstered shares 
of Banco de Oro, 
which touched an all 
time high of P38 а 
share. BDO has of- 
fered to merge with 
third largest Equi- 
table PCI Bank, which 
also hita 5-year high. 

But АВ Capital 
warned that a thorn 
in the marker's side 
was the risk of higher 
oil prices. 

"In fact, oil players 
are contemplating to 
raise pump prices 
anew as crude oil 
prices reached a 3- 
month high of $64.80 
‘(ast Friday). Since 
the Bangko Sentral’s 
decision to raise rates 
last October, crude oil 
prices jumped 6 per- 
cent on concerns of 
winter temperatures 
їп the US Northeast 
(largest heating oil 
market), declining 
crude stocks (build- 
up offset by higher 
projected 2.9 million 
barrels drawdown 
Jast week), and mild 
tensions in the Mid- 
dle East," AB Capital 
wrote. ` Elizabeth L. 
Sanches, 
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mid-range accounting systems 
but without the big tag price. 


With a wide range of accounting softwares to choose 
from, you can tallor-fit your software to your accounting 
needs and take your business far. Automate your 
purchases, sales, payrolls, inventory and everything else 
with ease to help grow your business quickly and 
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specially made for small-medium enterprises. 
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Can LGUs 
do it better? 


AMD АШ THE 
shortcomings, issues 
and problems with the 
national government 
and national govem- 
ment officials that we 
all like to attribute our 
‘country's troubles to, it 
is now not uncommon 
for people (including 
yours truly) to look to 
local governments as 
our hope. Such faith is 
inspired by the ever- 
growing number of “is- 
lands of excellence” in the management of devel- 
‘opment from the units of governance closest to 
the people. But unlike those of us who would 
prefer to further empower local goverument 
units (LGUs) to be the primary drivers of our de- 
velopment efforts, there are those who regard 
LGUs with cynicism and distrust because of er- 
tain prominent examples of mis-governance at 

level. They point to extravagant city and 
municipal halls as monuments to the fiscal irre- 
sponsibility of some LGUs. 
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Dependency syndrome 

Critics fault the dependence of LGUs on na- 
tional government resources via the Internal 
Revenue Allotment (IRA) as the primary source 
of their annual budgets. The situation varies 
widely. Cities like Makati and Quezon City, 
which can raise substantial local revenues, are 
indeed the exception, but actual LGU experi- 
ence on IRA dependence varies widely. It de- 
pends, among other things, on inherent circum- 
stances of the LGU, and on the proactiveness 
and political will of local officials. On the for- 
mer, location (whether in the remote country- 
side or in the urban centers) isan obvious factor 
that determines how easily a local government 
can raise revenues on its own. There are also 
cases like that of Los Bafios, Laguna, where the 
bulk of the territory is public land exempt from 
real property taxes, with the University of the 
Philippines owning the better part of the town's 
land area. And then there is Lanao del Sur, 
‘where provincial officials tell me that there is 
hardly any business to tax, for obvious reasons, 
and real property taxes are virtually unenforce- 
able on recalcitrant landowners. 


Hurdles , 

Many critics—including some international 
institutions—believe that the IRA mechanism 
itself has fostered the dependency syndrome 
among LGUs that they lament. To be fair, it 
must be recognized that much of the revenues. 
raised by and for the national government 
originate from taxpayers, assets and economic 
activities at the local level, with some revenues 
actually collected through the LGUs them- 
selves. These same LGUs are unhappy about 
how they must promptly remit collections to 
the national treasury, and then go through all 
sorts of hurdles to obtain release of their bud- 
gets from the national government. 

And there are more hurdles. LGU officials also 
point out that obstacles to raising more local rev- 
enues often come from the national government 
itself A persistent issue is the inability of LGUs to 
adequately tax branches of big businesses locat- 
ей within their jurisdiction, for lack of accurate 
information on these establishments’ gross sales 
made within the locality. The LGUs hosting the 
headquarters of such companies (especially 
Makati) may be getting an undue share of the 
revenues from local business taxes due, atthe ex- 
pense of the LGUs where the firm's branches 
generate their actual business. Their request for 
the Bureau of Internal Revenue (BIR) to share 
the information needed to correct this has gone 
unheeded because of a gray area in the law on 
tax confidentiality This difficulty need not be in- 
surmountable, but has yet tobe resolved. 


LGU forums 

In pursuit of stronger local fiscal manage- 
ment, a series of policy discussions dubbed 
"Responsibilities and Resources: LGUs Can. 
Do It Better," is being conducted with munici- 
pal mayors on Jan. 20, city mayors on Jan. 24, 
and provincial governors on Feb. 3. The fo- 
rum outcome will guide reform initiatives of 
the Ateneo-led Economic Policy Reform and 
‘Advocacy (Epra) program toward asserting 
the crucial role of LGUs as prime movers for 
national development. 

‘The forums are premised on the conviction 
that LGUs can indeed do it better: better than. 
before, and better than the national govern- 
‘ment can. But we need to identify the neces- 
sary interventions to provide them the right 
incentives, capabilities, and policy environ- 
ment to bring out their best. 


‘Romancing the Gifted” 

Those of us who spent some of the most crit- 
ical years of our lives under the motherly tute- 
lage of Dra, Cleofe Bacungan ("Drabacu" or 
"Drabacs" as we affectionately called her), di- 
rector of the Philippine Science High School 
for almost two decades, will be pleased to 
know that the book honoring her is finally out. 
“Romancing the Gifted” is more than a tribute 
by PSHS alumni to a woman who dedicated 
not just her career, but her very life to thou- 
sands of gifted youth in the country’s acknowl- 
edged premier high school. It is also a histori- 
cal account, a window into the backgrounds of 
many prominent Filipinos produced by PSHS, 
and at the very least, a sentimental record of 
adolescent reminiscences that should bring 
alumni on a pleasant journey back in time. 

PSHS alumni are invited to the books 
launch on Jan. 21 at 8:30 a.m. at the school 
premises. Purchase of the book will help the. 
PSHS Foundation continue assisting the school 
іп ensuring a continuing crop of young Filipino 
leaders who will shape the country’s future for 
generations to come. Call the PSHS Founda- 
tion office at 924-0655 for orders or inquiries. 
Comments welcome at chabito@ateneo,edu 
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Expected farm yield seen to bring 
down RP rice imports in 2006 


By Christine A. Gaylican. 


‘THE HIGH FARM YIELD EXPECTED IN THE 
first semester may allow the government to 
cut the country's rice imports, which last year 
reached over 1.67 million metric tons. 

The country's rice production in the first 
semester of 2006 may reach a total 6.39 mil- 
lion metric tons—higher by 6 percent than 
the yield posted in the same period last year, 
Department of Agriculture Secretary Domin- 
go Panganiban said. 

‘According to Panganiban, additional areas 
will again be converted to hybrid rice produc- 
tion in the next cropping season. 

Panganiban, in an interview on Friday, said 
he was expecting an additional 30,000 to 
40,000 hectares to be planted with hybrid 
rice seeds. 

"The higher yielding rice seeds are expected. 


to produce about 4t0 7 tons per hectare. 

‘The inter-agency Rice and Com Commit- 
tee sets the level of imports—which for this 
year has been pegged at 1.8 million MT—for 
the National Food Authority. 

But Panganiban said the NFA would not 
have to bring in that amount of rice this year. 

“The importation may be lower than what 
has been expected,” he said. 

Under the GMA rice program, the DA 
hopes to weed out perennial supply problems 
and save on costly rice importation. 

Rice imports now range from $290 to 
$310 per metric ton. If the NFA were to use 
up its quota and import the entire 1.8 mil- 
lion metric tons allotted for this year, it 
would cost the national government over 
P29 billion, based on the P54:$1 exchange 
rate. 

‘The NFA will be importing some 350,000 


metric tons of rice in the first semester. The 
imported rice will be part of the country’s rice 
inventory for 2006. 

According to officials, the country usually 
imports in the second quarter of each year the 
bulk of its rice requirement for use in the 
third quarter—the lean season for local har- 
vests. 

‘The NFA has the sole authority to import 
the commodity. 

For the rest of the year, the planting of hy- 
brid varieties will be downsized to 29 
provinces, following a technical review that 
would determine the areas with the highest 
yield potential. 

‘To encourage farmers to shift to hybrid rice 
seeds, the DA will provide a P1,300 seed sub- 
sidy and various forms of technical assis- 
tance, such as techno-demo farms and fertil- 
izer discounts. 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


THE GOVERNMENT econ 
Universal LRT Corp., the 
billion MRT 7 rail and тез 
project, to post a performs 
lion, equivalent to the 
from the 25-year venture, 

The consortium—comy 
local developers led by tH 
raeli businessman Eli Lew 
dertake the $1.23-billion 
project, which will run frol 
to North Edsa, and its $I 
hub and real estate comp 

‘The Cabinet-level Inve] 
Committee is scheduled tl 
Malacafiang to break the 
ject. President Macapaga 
to chair the meeting. 
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omic team is asking 
proponent of the $4- 
estate development 
Ince bond of $1.9 bil- 
rojected tax benefit 


осей of offshore and 
е SM Group and Is- 
in—proposed to un- 
Metro Rail Transit 7 
San Jose, Bulacan, 
[2-7-billion transport 
nent in Bulacan. 
[ттеп Coordination 
lo meet tomorrow in 
impasse on the pro- 
- Arroyo is expected 


"Two outstanding issues have to be resolved. 
One is whether to allow the MRT 7 consortium 
to exceed the 11.9 percent rate of return ceiling 
that the National Economic and Development 
‘Authority had set. The other is the $1.9-billion 
performance bond. 

‘The Department of Transportation and Com- 
munication wanted the ICC to allow Universal 
LRT to go beyond the 11.9 percent return that 
will arise from cost efficiency, not tariff increas- 
es, but only up to 14 percent. 

"The excess revenue must be shared equally 
by the consortium and the government and any 
retur beyond 14 percent should accrue strict- 
ly to the government, said Transport Assistant 
Secretary Roberto Castanares. 

The DOTC also proposed the setting of the 
performance bond at 10 percent of the rail and 
real estate construction cost, which is only $390 
million. This, Castanares said, was the standard 
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"wants ICC to break $4-B MRT 7 impasse 


formance bond, cap on rate of return still the main issues 


requirement in government projects. 

The DOTC suggested that the the perfor- 
mance bond issue be among the parameters of 
the Swiss challenge for the project, which is re- 
quired for projects arising from unsolicited 
proposals. 

“Let us test the market such that whoever 
could come up with the performance bond bet- 
ter than the proponent's offer and closest to the 
$1.899 billion required by the ICC gets the pro- 
ject,” Castanares said. 

"This way, he said the government could find 
out if its performance bond requirement was 
realistic. 

“Ifthe ICC would insist on its condition, then 
no BOT project would push through and there- 
fore the agenda of the President insofar as de- 
congesting Metro Manila would not be real- 
ized,” said the transport official 

"The MRT 7 project comes with a real estate 


component where the consortium is commit 
ting to construct 2,500 residential units and 
300 office units each year on a 174-hectare 
area in Bulacan. 

‘To improve accessibility with other modes of 
transport, the consortium will construct a 22- 
kın road in Bulacan and а 20-ha bus and train 
depot also in Bulacan. 

‘The SM Group owns 60 percent of MRT-7s 
real estate venture and 25 percent of the rail- 
жау project. The Universal LRT consortium is 
‘composed of Siemens, Alstom, China Railway 
18, EEI Corp. of the Yuchengcos and Merlin 
Capital of the Tong family, 

“We suggest that with increased efficiency, 
good performance and a higher level of rider- 
ship within the capacity provided under our 
agreement, our investors be given the chance 
to exceed the projected rate of return,” said 
Levin, president of Universal LRT. 
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Defensor's 
loose ends 
at DENR 


AS SECRETARY 
Michael Defensor 
moves from the De- 
partment of Environ- OF POLICIES 
ment and Natural Re- + y 
sources (DENR) to E 
Malacafiang, he 
leaves behind some 
loose ends. Whoever 
takes his place at the 
department has some 
housecleaning chores 
ahead of him. 

On April 6, 2005, 
Defensor signed Ad- 
ministrative Order No. 2005-06. The subject: 


QUESTIONS 


Honesto С. 
General 


Guidelines for the Institution of a System of- 2 


Mandatory Environmental Insurance Cover- 
age. 

Virtually every business that owns, trades 
їп, and develops private or public land is ex- 
posed to a growing risk of legal action. In- 
creasing public awareness and concern over 
pollution issues, an ever-growing list of po- 
tentially hazardous materials, and unexpect- 
ed catastrophes leave companies facing huge 
clean-up costs and liabilities arising out of 
bodily injury and damage to other people's 
property. The AO is designed to address these 
concerns, 

The AO requires all ongoing activities/pro- 
jects and applications for an Environmental 
‘Compliance Certificate (ECC) and/or Certifi- 
cate of Non-Coverage (CNC) to be covered by 
an environmental performance bond and Pol, 
lution, Impairment and Clean-Up Liability In- 
surance. 

‘The performance bond is commonly re- 
quired of а contractor. The bond guarantees 
that the contractor will finish the project in 
accordance with the approved plans and 
specifications. If the government owns the 
project, the performance bond, if 1 am not 
mistaken, has to be issued by the GSIS, in ac- 
cordance with a Marcos decree. 

The insurance policy—a highly specialized, 
and recently designed policy not yet mar- 
ketable in this country—answers for all 
claims arising from damage to the environ- 
ment, bodily injury and property damage. 
‘This policy would have covered the environ- 
mental damage arising from the accident at 
the Marcopper mines in Marinduque some 
years back. 

But the AO cannot be implemented be- 
cause another set of guidelines has yet to be 
issued. This set should specify, among other 
things, the amount of the performance bond 
(this is usually expressed as a percentage of 
the contract value), and the limits of liability 
of the insurance policy. Almost a year after 
the AO was signed, the implementing rules 
and regulations are still being hammered 
out. 

‘Then there is the problem of what policy 
form is to be used. Last June, a company, 
heading a consortium, submitted a form for 
the approval of the Insurance Commission. 
‘This form seems to be a British version. There 
is also an American version that has yet to be ' 
submitted to the commission. Faced with an 
insurance policy it has never seen before, the 
commission is understandably taking its time 
acting on the form. 

In its present wording, the AO has some 
provisions 1 find quite disturbing. First, all 
claims against the policy shall be paid in es- 
crow to the DENR. Then, the DENR will de- 
cide how the money will ultimately be dis- 
bursed 

A claim can run into tens of millions of pe- 
sos. It seems to me it is not safe for a govem- 
ment agency to hold on to such a large sum 
without any rules. 

1 can accept this provision if the claim aris- 
ез out of, say, the pollution of a river where it 
is not easy to determine who is the eventual 
beneficiary But, ifthe claim arises out of dam- 
age to private property ог injury to specific 
persons, the claim should be paid straight to 
the claimants, 

Моге disturbing is the provision saying that 
the insurance policy must be issued by an in- 
surance company duly accredited with the 
DENR. Accreditation is the job of the Insur- 
ance Commission, not the DENR. 

Ап accreditation scheme such as the опе, 
prescribed under the AO is always meant to 
allow the accredited company to comer or 
monopolize the business. Accreditation is like 
an exclusive franchise. This inevitably results 
in high premium costs and poor service to the 
insuring public. 

Ifthe insurance company is duly licensed 
by the Insurance Commission and is autho- 
rized to issue the insurance policy, the 
DENR should accept the company and the 
policy. 

Most important of all, DENR should real- 
ize that if a person is smart enough to un- 
dertake a contract that needs an Environ- 
mental Compliance Certificate, he should 
be smart enough to buy the right insurance 
policy from the right company at the right 
price. 

‘At any rate, these two provisions alone 
make the AO a recipe for graft and corrup- 
tion. 
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Video, mobile devices get 
married at technology show 


By Leo Magno 


AS VEGAS, NEVADA—IN 

this city where snap wed- 
dings occur at night and dis- 
solve as soon as the bride's hang- 
over fades in the morning, a mar- 
riage of technologies has occurred. 
At the 2006 International Consumer Elec- 
tronics Show, a consumer technology trade 
show and geekfest with more than 150,000 
attendees and 2,500 exhibitors sprawled on 
space the size of 69 football fields, mobile 
gadgets and video have tied the knot. Where- 


portable devices took center stage at this 
year's CES. A cafeteria of gadgets and video 
delivery mechanisms were showcased, be it 
via streaming video to cellular phones, via 
mobile broadcast over 3G or as movie files 
saved to tiny devices. 

American mobile phone provider Sprint 
and Sanyo, for instance, have tied up to de- 
liver Mobile ESPN on the cell phone. Its 

aiden broadcast will feature the Super- 
bowl on February 5. For its part, RCA intro- 
duced the $399 Lyra X3000 portable video 
device that can transfer movies and TV 
shows directly from the TV itsel 
3.6-inch screen and а 20-gigabyte hard 
drive good for about 40 movies. 


as before, mobile phones ruled CES, this year MANUFACTURERS at the CES say mobile TV is no longer future Why would people want to watch a show 
mobile video was king. technology. You can go toa retail store in the US and buy a device ол such tiny screens when people are buy- 


Live demos of video being viewed from with video services today. 


ing big projection or plasma TVs? It’s be- 
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Editor Leo Magno 


cause mobile broadcast is a totally new ex- 
perience, said NBC Mobiles Beth O'Con- 
nell 

“This is customized content," she said. 
“Its not just TV ripped off and then you put 
iton the cell phone. At 18 frames per second 
(ТУ is at 33 frames per second) and rare 
buffering, this is a really good experience.” 

Live portable TV provider MobiTV is do- 
ing the same thing on handhelds. 

"We've taken the cable and satellite busi- 
ness models and put that on the cellular 
phone,” said MobiTV chief marketing offi- 
cer Dave Whetstone. “Increasingly, the ca- 
ble TV industry is looking at the consumer 
electronics industry as a partner.” 

Pat Esser, executive vice president and 
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THE SONY E 
a512Mb removable Memory Stick, 
upgradeable to 2Gb 


Sony Ericsson 
launches new 
Walkman phone 


SONY ERICSSON IS GOING AFTER 
mobile music lovers and asking them to 
lend their ears. 

The company introduced the latest of 
its Walkman phones, the Sony Ericsson 
W810, plus two Walkman-branded mu- 
sic accessories at the 2006 International 
Consumer Electronics Show. 

"Sony Ericsson's Walkman phones are 
redefining how consumers listen and en- 
joy music, and the W810 strengthens our 
music phone line-up with the addition of 
dedicated music buttons on the front of 
the phone and an expanded choice of 
how users upload music to the phone," 
said Miles Flint, president of Sony Erics- 
son. 

Unveiled at the CES was the Sony Eric- 
sson W810, a Quad-band EDGE phone 
(850/900/1800/1900 MHz) that en- 
ables users to transfer their legacy CD 
collection or access operator music 
download services, while staying con- 
nected anywhere in the world. 

The new Walkman phone model in 
Satin Black with orange trim comes with 
а 512Mb removable Memory Stick, 
which can be upgraded to 2Gb currently 
available in retail outlets. This allows а 
wealth of music tracks, photos, video 
and other multimedia files to be stored 
on the phone. 

‘The W810 supports industry standard 
МРЗ and AAC music file formats and 
comes complete with HPM-70 stereo 
headphones which feature a standard 
3,5 mm headphone jack for personal cus- 
tomization. 

Consumers can easily load music to 
the phone; either uploading their legacy 
CD collection onto the W810 from a PC 
via USB 20 using the provided 
Disc2Phone music management soft- 
ware, or by purchasing new music from 
operator specific over-the-air download 
services. This enclosed PC software 
makes it easy to sort, browse and trans- 
fer files on the 512 Mb Memory Stick 
PRO Duo, which provides capacity for 
approximately 150 music tracks—the 
equivalent of around 15 full length CDs. 
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Group dares 
telcos to make 
SMS promos 
permanent 


By Alexander Villafania 
Contributor 


CONSUMER ADVOCACY GROUP 
TXIPower is challenging mobile 
telecommunications providers to make 
their SMS and call rate promos perma- 
nent and standard. 

Tn a statement, TXTPower convenor 
Trixie Concepcion argued that the 
telecommunications providers have 
been constantly coming up with promos 
that lower the cost of text messaging 
and phone calls, which showed that the 
companies were still earning from the 
promos. 

Concepcion cited Smart Communica- 
tions’ Flat Rate, Globe Telecom's Cele- 
brate and Sun Cellular’s Unlimited. The 
promo mechanics varied from a flat rate 
of P15 per three minutes of phone calls, 
10 centavos per minute charging, to un- 
limited call or text use for a 12-hour pe- 
riod. 

“These telcos have shown consumers 
that cheap calls and text is possible and 
in fact profitable for the companies, 
Concepcion said. 

Conception added that the promo 
rates could further help Filipinos by 
lowering telecommunications costs. 

She also said that the telecommuni- 
cations companies can also optimize the 
use of their network infrastructure 
through their promos. 

She is calling for the National 
Telecommunications Commission to re- 
quire the providers to lower their rates. 

“Itis high time that they act to put the 
interests of these consumers over the 
large rate of profit these telcos are en- 
joying amid the rising cost of almost all 
services and goods needed by the con- 
suming public.” 

There had been previous proposals 
from Congress to lower the rates of 
telecommunications cost. Several con- 
gressional bills were consolidated to be- 
‘come one proposal that pushed for a six- 
second billing system for mobile 
phones. 

‘The proposal is currently being re- 
viewed by the committee on informa- 
tion and communications in Congress. 
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Intel: Multi-taskers to use multi-core chips 


By Leo Magno 


LAS VEGAS, NEVADA—THE TECH- 
nology industry is seeing the rise of 
digital multi-taskers and itis but natu- 
ral for technology companies to cater 
to this need, according to Intel Corp. 
President and CEO Paul Otellini. 

At the 2006 International Consumer 
Electronics Show, Otellini said comput- 
er users are doing a number of things all 
at the same time, whether web brows- 
ing, playing music, playing games or 
working on an application. 

"We are multi-tasking creatures, and 
the younger you are, the more so this is 
true," he sai 

This, he said, demands more perfor- 
‘mance while at the same time users are 
requiring that their devices become 
more and more mobile. Paradoxically, 
such a demand also requires lower 
power consumption from that high-per- 


formance mobile device. 

“How do we deliver against that 
paradox? Intel has made a massive shift 
in processor development from focus- 
ing on generating more and more giga- 
hertz or clock speed per generation of 
chips to the development of multi-core 
processors,” Otellini said. 

These processors, he said, deliver 
more horsepower and performance for 
the digital media and multi-tasking op- 
erations that people are getting used 
to. 

“At the same time, this shifts the pow- 
ег curve, delivers less heat, improves 
battery life and enables manufacturers 
to create smaller devices.” 

Intel introduced multi-core proces- 
sor for desktops and servers last year, 
but has not been able to do that for mo- 
bile devices such as notebook comput- 
ers. At the CES, Intel introduced the 
Centrino Core Duo, which the company 


claims is 68 percent faster and con- 
sumes 28 percent less power for an ex- 
tra hour of battery life and better wi-fi 
performance. This is now positioned as 
a multi-core processor for notebook 
computers. 

Intel also showed an array of prod- 
ucts from Sony, Dell, Fujitsu, Lenovo, 
LG, Samsung and other notebook man- 
ufacturers using the Centrino Core 
Duo. One notebook even had a DVB 
(digital video broadcasting) receiver 
which enabled it to pick up TV signals 
for live mobile viewing from the note- 
book. The notebooks were then subject- 
ed to multiple tasks. A notebook with a 
single core processor which was sub- 
jected to the same tasks froze because it 
could not handle the processing re- 
quired. 

“The Centrino Duo platform we be- 
lieve is the processor for the next era of 
multi-tasking, mobile computing,” 


Otellini said. “It’s optimized for low 
power, performance and digital enter- 
tainment. Ever since 1993 when the 
Pentium was introduced, її has revolu- 
tionized computing. Core Duo is our 
first premium brand since the Pentium, 
but it is three times smaller at just 
about the size of a dime. Its a hundred 
times more powerful than the first Pen- 
tium." 

Otellini said the Core Duo will have a 
fast uptake in the market. It took Intel 
one year to ship the one millionth Pen- 
tium processor, but Otellini said it will 
take them only three weeks to ship the 
millionth Core Duo. 

Beyond the notebook computer, Intel 
will in the future ship Core Duo chips 
for smaller handheld devices like per- 
sonal digital assistants and cell phones. 
This, Otellini said, “will blur the differ- 
ences between desktop, mobile and 
consumer electronic devices.” 
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Video, mobile 
devices get 
married... 


From page BS 


chief operating officer of American cable 
service provider Cox Communications, 
agreed. He added, however, that the video- 
mobile marriage was facilitated by the need 
to push video products to the retail market, 
outside cable's comfort zone of offering ser- 
vices straight to homes. 

“Millions and millions of consumer elec- 
tronics devices are being offered by retail- 
ers," said Esser. “It’s our responsibility to 
make sure that the cable content users get in 
their homes can also be placed into their 
mobile devices. At the end of the day, we 
‘want our consumers to go to retail stores 
and not just get our content at their homes. 
Ifyou want a cell phone with our cable con- 
tent, you go to а retail store. Having our 
products at retail would be a competitive 
advantage." 

MobiTV's Whetstone said the biggest 
challenge facing mobile video is lack of 
awareness that the technology is already 
available. 

“People think this is still future technolo- 
gy." he said. “They don't realize that you can 
go straight to a retailer and get it, so the 
biggest challenge is (lack of) awareness.” 

‘The impending success of the video-mo- 

le marriage is partly attributed to the de- 
cline of the film industry. Mobile video is 
gaining steam as movie ticket sales continue 
to plummet. Estimates from Nielsen EDI peg 
2005 ticket sales at $8.8 billion, down 4.2 
percent from $9.2 billion recorded in 2004. 
Movie theater attendance is also dropping. 
About 1.4 billion movie tickets were sold in 
the US last year, an 8.5-percent decrease 
from 1.53 billion tickets sold in 2004. 

Hollywood star Tom Hanks who spoke at 
the CES acknowledged this when asked 
about how movies on mobile devices would 
affect the film industry. 

"The audience will be pulling content to- 
ward them," said Hanks. “The box office will 
always have its ups and downs. I do shoul- 
der some of the responsibility for having 
low movie ticket sales last year because 
frankly, there was no Tommy Hanks film last 
year: 

Director Ron Howard who was also at 
CES had another view. 

“Nothing's going to replace the great so- 
cial experience of going out with friends or 
family and watching a movie on the big 
screen,” said Howard, 
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Greenbelt Radissons industry with its balanced news and fearless views is committed to helping 


GARMA CLINIC ERE NOTICE OF AUCTION SALE our trade partners achieve its business goals and serving the community 


‘Legaspi Vill., Makati via generation of employment. 
Wo SPECIALIST ETE To ALL MEMBERS AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC: = c 
CENTS а пт салаа Е We are in need of 
[MID sce ан The Bidding Committee of Manila Golf and 
„lees | Country Club, Inc, hereby announces the BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 
Му eta sige e | auction sale of the following described to work for our Distributor Partner in the areas of Pampanga, Bataan, Tarlac, 


Marina Square Suites | property: Nueva Ecija and Zambales. 


ж. 
(а) Two (2) individual proprietary | || зов DESCRIPTION: 
КЕЕШ membership certificates. V Will handle a sub-distributor partner to grow the business. 


XELODPAPSMEAR MAKATI CONDO (b) Two (2) corporate proprietary 
Келт | "ETUSLE MA COCES membership certificates. QUALIFICATIONS: 
Cubao, Q.C. ааа єт College graduates from the localities; 


oenas runoksi] — MOM e E The auction sale will be held at the Board Highly motivated; Aggressive; Hardworking; 
Ber 77253397 | Room, Manila Golf and Country Club, Inc., r= Must possess excellent oral and written communication skills both in 
Mak: English and Filipino; 
nariorevo-sro VISTA DE LAGO Наа Be pores аг Bs SUY Ae s Preferably Male, willing to work on a graveyard shift, fast-paced, 
qp ке чн вен he sci мина моа 
‘crore Gems 0920-0948543 : CJ Background in sales is not necessary, but a plus.. 
зате DT The rules and regulations for the auction 


IR LA SALLE TAFT i Send your Resume to GQY Distribution Group Inc. at 
ШШ LING COMP LAB Lie made s ае 7 а ое = M ا‎ кые GQY Distributors Inc., Dolores Homesite Extension, Dolores, 
"отит мвакәвәр  aargaPa.riowsresiet | Office of the Club's General Manager, аан vane 
FTT 


24 HRS H2O MANG. 5393898 or call/fax 045-9614048 and look for Mr. Mar Manabat or Mr. Jess Yap. 


SSS CESÁRC.CRUZ | You can email it to 

wu — и Chairman, Bidding Committee jessy @mail.imet.net.ph or qdydistribution.com.ph 
INTERNET CAFE | LAN / РС. alayen Plaza Loe Garden — 

SETUP MANTAN = REPAIR р mess eren Lom : 
SALES + билм EE 


a км Para CH ММ? 
Hee Design Construct Renov 


jira 
Sea 0 2665 n 
De p EC RC A 222 PUBLIC ESTATES AUTHORITY 

зка нца то ш = ае зани 

= ees 

pepe uer ELT T исик : 

и с РОНЕ 

National Electrification Administration rus 


BUSINESS RENTAL NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 
INVITATION TO PREQUALIFY AND BID 
Be dé тш Малла эконо AREA LEASE TO OIN GENERAL MANAGER 


SR. QUY NS Re M БЫШ киш = XS , Estates Authority) is inviting ай interested parties to prequalily and 
jon = e Zamboanga del Sur I Electric Cooperative, Inc. bid for the lease of twelve (12) pre-selected sites for outdoor billboard 
Sees ATS CZAMSURECOD С ees Ep YI 
ЖО рынгы LA VISTA Mansion уре -—— — ЖЩ Qualifications. Qualified Bidders 
MEA ET Dee E * 3050 YEARSOLD а. Any Filipino citizen, of legal age, and 
Sed мин Tega Мена willing to relocate with his/her family in Zamboanga Weed an tee pac опену E үзг 
у т каан " 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM at the Marketing Department, 7th Floor Legaspi 
*P13OQ/TRIP 742-14-57 KASANIB WEST REMBO Starting Salary P35,000.00 
: Эа. Cruz 969m? Prine SENTIS 0917-8860440 лч یھر‎ Towers 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makati City. 


Tont, Home Sve озн 


мател нано || platen forms i on 31 January 206 200, Paseo de Roxas, Makati Ciy. 
Ex OFFICE SPACE (ga) EDITA S. BUENO Required pre-qualicatin documents and duly accomplished Bid 
ки Administrator Documente preserbed inthe Terms of Reference shal be submited 
COMMURISDL 1o ihe PRA Aeal Estates Bids and Awards Commitee (PREBAC) on 
Eee ae REPAIRS cnet Pi 00 PH Pi opengl Bs ah 

vU бодон a 1:30 PM ofthe same дау. 
AR S аа Г For further informati quiri ay be made to the Marketing 

FOR SALE See 7 ог further Information, inquiries may be made tothe Marketi 
gi FEST LOGS 


«ey coped SHE as ET Deparment tha above adress er tlaphone numbers 817-4711 10 
CELA FOR SALERENT omm B. POS 23 (runt ine and 813.7104 (dec ine) 
Lr m pm ИИ EI (S94) TEODORICO C. TAGUINOD 
-— : 


: Raro Condo TOM 30 dx General Manager/CEO 
жинү — ۸ meman Somes _ 1 E к (POI-Dec. 18.19.28, 2005: Jan 5,10 16,2006) 


итш Se, ашышы 
HOUSE & LOT = ‘et ting атата 
1 cay exon SES REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES 
Lots, H&L C5 nr Fort 15 wo king Cor 722094243 4 HAGONOY WATER DISTRICT 
Таза Ke Mckinley нав be кын " Poblacion, Hagonoy, Bulacan 


T9 ot 38 No t or ho DP p 5 та. No. (G44) 7932524 
1ш» Fe Ayala 0917:4013225 


Пе нк тт зап. ШАКАТ NOU ost -— INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
сатаа Le The HAGONOY WATER DISTRICT. through its Bids and Awards Commiteo (BAC), miles 
hay Fam IHE ото er Toten туши ий en сизел 07 Фе Pripara Сити edito Band 
: (PCAB) to apply loc убу and й found eligible, to bid lor the hereunder project. 
foem cete Nane Cro r DS Sry Conner lin wih Polack 
; NEARSHAW BLVD, Шаминин ——— Serves Cones Geto chr er 
eC RESIDENTIAL i aomba герои 
" 1 Contract Duration 240 Days 
amn ль рол эз эшта 
» i امہ دس‎ à, Prospective bidders should possess a valid РСАВ License applicable to the contract, have 
ARCADIA 950 SQM Anian Mansion 15KM E ‘completed a similar contract win tho value al least 50% of the ABC and have key personnel and 
Тазы? * баа Ачай Feb 28 08104204399 Ј P ‘equement fisted п he Eigoity Forms) avatsie lor ha prosecution o! he contract The BAC wil 
; Satan pit an к т Spt Crean s welas ha Pokey 
ТГ ETT элек йы he BAC кї ane pot онол а holes clt bd 
MN A LL CONDO/TWHHSE Al paficulars cave to Eigbity Statement and Screening, bid Securty, Petoamance Security. Pre 
————— BUYING ROLEX Вал Conference. Evaluation of Bids, Post Quahfcaton and Award ol Contrect shall be govemed 
ГГТ сВОҮІМО ПОТЕХ. BE псн ву зы 139 хо | byna paneon provsens oi AA Sot sateen Pues ard Rep (PA) 


x аата 880000. WILLING TO ATTEND LOCAL | The schedule of BAC aches is as обон 
PEMBO SEMICONDO 28А A NAME YOU CAN TRUST! WRUNG To ATTEND LOCAL | Tho schodso oi BAC act = 


IPAMELA вык TELS ICR 0917-8860440 MANKA WATCH EXCHANGE BAC actives Shale al 
SLANG 640K 03190075017 Fon nz Fon RENT FOR REIT BUY SELL + PAWN | m | Bana yoe, Ою Suns T Sana ша xu Up 30 zo rer 

Jo ROLEX+OTHERS cosmumensrsrreue (02376-2642 Simeon ol pay Ragas | Fen) 1.2000 

OTE SSS WATCHES Reels ipsa Оза ring | Fama 3.208 

Tero oi Deron TE 


5 амбу tor Occupancy 
La Mares Tals San Pedro 


ipa. сы ри»  HAPPRASAUFAST CASH 


Рева Coler LEES 
э шие m mona separa M WATCH 
асанна еза тааныт PHIL DOG SCHOOL — BIPUYWENT [NC cot жеб oT Be Талау 17.2005 
uly Ported Man A анална PROMUS ЫАЛ M “Th BAG ий ssnlopospeciva bos Egy Forms al ho Hagonoy Water Desine Main 
Vilise eiii MORE iam FOr, ERATED E Dico reos Boars apn mash LO and pon payer o a non a 
0/mo. 87547 ETR. SMEG SEP, юп, элол ci Pp 120000 ю Hagonoy Walr Оаа Саво. Pope ide shal submi 
п рад nd L3 pr the Eigibáty Requirements to the BAC al the sext address. ‘may also obtain the Notice « 
amma NIE ATIS SWISS WATCHES zi". немеснинс aam J lend 


Eastwood Слу Lie 621094 Cheap Van HII TS + OSE Egy колла BAC at he зате acres 
эл SOM. omerasano ишы LE ETAL наш 


The BAC мї вш Bid Documents олу 1o bidders declared by BAC o відо lor he 
prr 
Н (AREHOUSE! = SWISS WATCH LOANS MUSICAL ри Ber 1 Deon matters | igang upon paymant ol non тилиде amount cl Pnp 1010000 o Hagonoy Waor Dat 

14M C5 Nr The Fort — 5 URVAN ESCAPADE LOW SN INTEREST mr Casse. Tre ators may subi hr bids and vansac business wi по ВАС Charman 
{Timo or Sm. No lel. or 5100 VAN. 05 VIOS AGENCIA DE MAKATI 269-7755 MR. ALBERTO S. LOPEZ 


"05 F EVEREST “Te Hagonoy Water Оле assumes no rosponsbilty whstsoovor o compensato or оту 
110% ОР. LIPAT AGAD 248A 
iD ЦРАТ GRIS Paintworka/Warehso Manda. (02) 6975987 -09178543785 YAMAHA GRAND A UPRIGHT 


EL р l laor tor any exponss incur nh preparan ol hor bd 
i Ка uyini ех paos : TERMS mamae ooi] ENOR. CELESTINO 8. VENOCO 
OR RENT A VAN ) 


REO STUD завя 1эшты NA Н (GENERAL MANAGER 
{FO STUD ннн AVODENTSGOPASIG 0017-444721002440 шардай ч 


‘TERMS AVBLE fw dendag dock Toni Кш 
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7^. PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


P245 per column centimeter P75 per line. 
(i pisse 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Mondays to Saturdays Sundays 
12:00 noon 12:00 noon. 

Day before publication. every Thursday 


obituary 

with a picture 
can be a fitting 
tribute to your 
departed loved one. 


Always caring... 


INQUIRER 
OBITUARIES 


OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS: 


© Copy of 
Death Certificate 


Ө Any identification 
document (1р) 


МЕ ACCEPT 
CREDIT CARDS 
and bank-to-bank 

payments 


— 2 Corinthians 58 


EMMANUEL “NEL” L. UNSON 


Our Beloved 


Peacefully joined our Lord 


on January 14, 2006 at the age of 45. 


He is survived by his wife Ruth; and children Marah 
and Samme; his parents Tony and Nita; brothers and 
sisters Monching, Eddie, Amy and Lucille. 


His remains lie in state at the Mortuary of Sta. Maria 
della Strada, Katipunan Ave. cor. Pansol, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on Wednesday, January 18,2006 atthe  ! 
Loyola Memorial Park, Marikina City, after the 9:00 
A.M. Mass. 


* Please omit flowers. Please include him in your prayers. 


{| © а a a pl hg We 
“And Trill eel he hose of the Lard forever” Pasi D 


In Loving Memory of 
JUDGE RENOR. 
GONZALES, SR. (Ret.) 


RTC-BRANCH 35, IRIGA CITY 
OCTOBER 8, 1931 - JANUARY 16,2005 
on his 


1st Death Anniversary 


WVF PIS 
Message of Су hanks 4 


The bereaved family LYDIA TAN SY; : 
children JEANETTE and JACINTO 
KEH, JUDY and EPISON TAN, 
JOSEPHINE and JEFFREY ONG, 
JERRY and RUMIKO SY, 
JOANAHAN SY, JAMES and SALLY ; 
SY & grandchildren and relatives of the ° 
late 


SY GUIOK (LUIS) 


who joined his Creator 
on January 5, 2006 


wish to convey their heartfelt gratitude 
to all those who paid their last respect 
and grieved with them, offered masses 
and prayers, sent flowers, messages of 
sympathy, kept vigil, were present at 
the Necrological Services, Novena 
Masses, funeral rites and who in 
various generous ways gave them 
comfort at the time of their great loss 
fe and sorrow. 


ч 
ORA 


2 


s] 
ыйа 


Surviving wife Lourdes nd 


ышк: Rene ond Gilde, Rowena ond Eric 
Sarina Rasa ond Jocy. Rey ond Alti, Reno, Jr. ond Ma. Louisa 
Teldemar and Elsa, Tina Lon. ond өй his grandchildren 
extend their appreciation and thank to ой relatives ond fends who 
(fered prayers and тате their support the amity 
t heir time of bereavement 


We design obituaries for free. 


PAMPANGA П ELECTRIC 
COOPERATIVE, INC. 


January 9,2006 


PAMPANGA Ii ELECTRIC COOPERATIVE, INC. (PELCO II) WITH OFFICE 
ADDRESS IN SAN ROQUE, GUAGUA, PAMPANGA IS PRESENTLY IN NEED 
ОР FORTY (40) STRONG SECURITY GUARDS FROM A LICENSED 
‘SECURITY AGENCY. 


You are therefore invited to submit your bids/proposals to the PBAC and 
participate in a sealed bidding on January 26, 2006 (Thursday), 11:00 AM. at 
PELCO Il Board Room, San Roque, Guagua. Pampanga wherein your bid wil 
be opened in your presence or that of your representatives. Late submission 
andlor incompleta bd documents shall not be accepted. 


REQUEST FURTHER TO INCLUDE IN YOUR SEALED BIDS/PROPOSALS 
ASIDE FROM THE BID AMOUNT, THE TERMS OF PAYMENT, LICENSE 
CERTIFICATE, NUMBER OF SECURITY FORCE & COMPANY'S PROFILE. 
THESE REQUIREMENTS ARE VERY VITAL IN OUR PBAC EVALUATION 
PURPOSES. THE BID BOND IS EITHER IN THE FORM OF CASH OR 
MANAGER'S CHECK EQUIVALENT TO TWO AND ONE HALF PERCENT 
(2.5%) OF THE TOTAL BID PRICE OR SURETY BOND (W/O.R.) EQUIVALENT 
TO TEN PERCENT (10%) OF THE TOTAL BID PRICE. ALL BIDDERS ARE 
REQUESTED TO BE AT PELCO Il BOARD ROOM AT EXACTLY 11:00 A.M. 
FOR FURTHER CLARIFICATION PLEASE CONTACT OR VISIT PBAC 
CHAIRPERSON MS. ANA LEA N. NARCISO, TEL. NO. (045) 900-0611 OR MR. 
NEIL S. ISIP (045) 901-0864 TO 65. 


LATE SUBMISSION OF BIDS WILL NOT BE ACCEPTED. THE PBAC HAS THE 
RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS THAT DO NOT COMPLY WITH THE 
REQUIREMENTS, WAIVE ANY INFORMALITY IN THE PROPOSAL RECEIVED 
AND TO ACCEPT SUCH MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE COOPERATIVE. 

PLEASE BE INFORMED FOR THE ACCREDITATION OF YOUR COMPANY AT 
PELCO Il OFFICE. ACCREDITATION FEE IS ONE THOUSAND PESOS 
(P1,000.00). ASIDE FROM THE ACCREDITATION FEE, THE PBAC WILL BE 


CHARGING ALL BIDDERS ONE THOUSAND PESOS (P1,000.00) FOR THE 
BID DOCUMENTS. 


(504) ANA LEA N. NARCISO 
eta 15.416 280 PBAC Grarperson 

Sendyour * 
resumé instantly. 


jon 


oniobarketoeine cim. 


Regu o темата 
эесиятЕ$Анб EXGHANGE COMMISSION 
SEC Bang EDSA Greenman 

"блогу Сл 
сереш nance берп 
INTHE MATTER OF THe 
PRUDENTIALIFE FIXED INCOME. 
FUND, ING. 


NOTICE 
sae thet win pem 


INCOME FUND, INC foc he egens 
‘son ID DID 200 common ch 
Poss tt 90) por share ar an aggregata par oie ol Tree 
Furie Men Fete (P300 80020 0) Ae of Docenbar 29, 
oe Not esa Vana Por Som s 1008 


Jecorüng to na раритет presented the lowing 
энда wro ma ocilorocura di a crpraions 


na por vawe One 


at the Mabila Central 
Dubbed as "Bigas para sa! 


the program is being jointly undertaken by the 
NFA and the Department of Education (DepEd) 
to keep schoolchildren from Sth class 
municipalities in school by providing them with 
kilogram of rice for every day they go to school. 
Recently, NFA Davao del Sur undertook the 


{ton as те Common may paucos 
(вра) JUSTIA CALLANGAN 


CLASSIFIEDS 


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of France. 
INSURANCE COMMISSION 
1071 United Nations Avenue 
Manda 


нема ofc: 
PO. Sex 2589 Manta 
вама SIEM 

Te те. 52384-61 1070 

E mat: ocg masta com gh 


INVITATION TO BID 


The insurance Commission (С) inis обе bidders to submi bits tor he purchase of 
ıhe 40 Lapp Computer. Алей budget з Ps 320000000. 


A complete set ol Bid Documents can be acquired upon submission ot a writen application 
and upon payment ol ron-telundatie fee c TWO THOUSAND PESOS (Ps 2,000.00) 
ion dar 1629, 2008. red coder wi te t on en 30, 2008 at 
р 


Bid proposal must be submited in two (2) sealed envelopes and labeled as flows: 
A 


‘Other documents such аз vad joint venture agreement, in case of a joint venture; 
эла iener auhotzng ге BAC or ts бду auored represeniaine o ver any or ai 
ol he documents submited lor agi check. 

в. Technical and Financial Proposal Envelope 

lity check screening as wel аз he preminary examination of Bids shal use non- 

балалау “pastal” сепа Post quasicaions ol the lowest calculated bd shall be 

[n 

Al particulars таме о те Eighty Statement and Screening Ве Securty, Pedomarce 

Securty, Esahaton on Bs, Post qualicatons and award ol coniracı зла be governed 

Dy the provisions of RA 1994 and ts inplementng nies and reguiatons and other 

appicable govemment rues and reguiatons. 


Deadine ol submission of sealed bids sal not be later than 1200 noon on February 13, 


2006 and bids shal be opened at 200 PM of the same date al the Function Room, 
insurance Commission, 1071 United Natons Avenue. 


For inquiries, please contact Ms. Nancy V. CanaligaAr S. Sim at Telephone Nos. 525- 
7521 and 404-1664 respecte 


IC assumes го responsbilty whatsoever lo compensate an indemnity bidders lor any. 
expenses ncured п e preparation о he bid. 


1C reserves ha ight to reject any or al bids, waive any minor elects herein and accept 
the oller most advantageous ю the goverment. 


(Sod) PAMELA F. PITAS 
Charman, Ве and Awards Commitee 


Noted By- 
Бой) EVANGELINE CRISOSTOMO-ESCOBILLO 
Insurance Conmssoner 


FOL Janan 16 823.2008) 


NEA Davao del Sur delivers rice 
in Sarangani Island 


AT LEAST 897 GRADE 1 PUPILS FROM 16 
schools of the island municipality of Sarangani 
received rice from the National Food Authority 
under the Food-for-School Program I! launched. 


initial delivery of 15,249 kilograms of well- 
milled rice (WMR) equivalent to 17 school days 
to Sarangani Island. The island is classified as a 
Sth class municipality located at the tip of the 
province with a population of 18,391 consisting 
mainly of the Sangil tribes, B'la-ans, Cebuano- 
speaking immigrants and Maroris who came 
from the nearby Marori island of Indonesia. For. 
more information on NFA programs, the public 
may send their inquiries via the Text NFA 
Program through mobile number 0917- 
6210927. 


Elementary School. 
Mag-aaral at Pamilya”, 
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ELECTROLUX, ONE OF THE TRUSTED NAMES IN appliances, 
is starting the year with its grand eight-day sale on January 20- 
27. Avail of up to 70% discount on refrigerators, front load 
washers, vacuum cleaners, gas range, hoods, and many others. 

Visit the Electrolux Service Center at 8223 Dr. А. Santos 
Ave., Parafiaque City. For more inquiries, call the Customer 
Care Trunk line at 829-0801. 


PHILIPPINE DA LY INQUIRER | 


í— BUSINESS 


PSBank's HIGH $ RATES 


MONDAY, JANUARY 16, 2006 


$1,000 to $10,000 t0  $50000t0 — $100,000 
99 45,999. 999992 апар 


люн pio 210 ARAS. Tariff on ceramic tiles slashed 


SEMIIEREGCIHEEYE MEE NE By Ronnel W..Domingo ‘The safeguard tariff is an addi- January and October 2005. covered by the safeguard mea- 
6 months | 3.3750% | 3.4375% | 3.5000%| 3 tional duty imposed on an im- In 2003, imports from China sure went up 62.1 percent to 


12 months | 3.4375% | 3.5000% | 3.6250%|3.7500% | THE SAFEGUARD TARIFF ONIM- ported article, in the event that and Hong Kong represented only P15.97 a kilo from P. 


rmt И 


ported ceramic tiles has been re- substantial importation of the 13 percent. But Favila said there was no as- 
ced to P2.45 a kilo for 2006, fol- product has been seen to cause “It was also observed that the surance that the uptrend in land- 

lowing a review provided under a injury to the domestic industry. continuous growth of imports ed costs would continue. 
measure extending the duty for Similar to dumping and coun- posed a threat to the viability ofthe Не said that a reduction of 
three years, according to the De- tervailing measures, the safeguard domestic industry and could affect lande of imports to 2004 
Open an account : partment of Trade and Industry. duty is one of the trade protection theindustrysefforsto improve its levels would negate the positive 
Nowak Inan order dated Jan. 6, Trade measures available under the competitiveness," Favila said, gains made by the local industry. 
any, Secretary Peter В. Favila said the World Trade Organization. Further, it was seen that the “ of locally pro- 
PSBank branch A tariff was 12.5 percent lower According to Favila, itwas found landed costs of imports from Chi a 

nationwide! е than the P2.80 imposed last year, out during ће review that theim- па increased by 93 percent to erate increase of 5.7 р 
or the first year of the extension. portation of ceramic floor and wall P16.14 a kilo as of October 2005 2004 to October 2005, which indi- 


"Text PSBANK USTD. landi it address> on "I? Favila said the safeguard tariff tiles from China. andHongKongin- from P8.79 in September 2004. cates that the local industry is pos 
eiue yaar mames par uname е; urea teni | wen aga be тее мой ths creased to 90 percent of he ttl Im the mme period, the aver: Uvey adjusting to import competi- 
п. Rasim depost insurance foreach береин 250.000. year and the next. volume of tiles shipped in between age landed cost fromallcountries tion," the trade chief said. 


Experience MELD 


points to 
domestic 
demand 
as key 
economic 
driver 


“HINDI KO MAN KAYANG SAGUTIN 
ang niga problema ng bayan, at least di ako 
dumadagdag sa mga problema," muses Aling 
Fely as she listens to the news on her Taiwan- 
made radio. A closer look at her home shows 
shelves of American canned goods, Hong 
Kong branded clothes and a big-screen Korean 
‘TV. “May dalawang hulog pa yan, pero 
inatatapos ko na bayaran," she proudly 
confides. Little does she know, her seemingly 
unrelated disregard for local brands and 
produ key economic driver that most 
Filipinos simply ignore. 

This practice of preferring foreign 
products over locally made goods is а common 
‘occurrence in the Philippines, discouraging 
the growth of local products and industries. 
Many economists believe that this particular 
behavior of consumers could benefit from a 
revamp. 

Several economic sectors argue that 
buying locally produced goods will help 
strengthen the domestic market for local 
products. In turn, this encourages the growth 
of local industries that provides added 
employment opportunities for Filipinos. 

They added that local patronage, if and 
when it becomes a habit among consumers, 
will help speed up the country's bid to 
industrialize. This makes the economy stronger 
and eventually trickles down to an improved 
lifestyle for the average Pinoy. 

"This is not an untested theory. A classic. 
example is Thailand's rebound from the 1997 
East Asian economic crisis. After the collapse 
of Thailand's baht, this middle-income country 
whose exports reached a growth rate of 22% 
per annum, was suddenly faced with a —10.2% 
economic growth in 1998. 

However, partly through restructuring 
policies initiated by the Thai government, the 
country’s economic growth radically improved 
to 6.3% by 2003. 

Опе of the major factors that caused this 
upswing is the shift from the over-reliance on 
external trade to a more domestic-led spending 
This particular domestic demand-led policy 
puts emphasis and priority on building demand 
for local goods and services aimed at boosting 
internal growth. 

Primarily led by a change in attitude, this 
policy was cascaded and supported by the 
‘Thai public and economy. 

Sure enough, this move not only helped 
their economy bounce back, it even made it 
more resilient, continuously growing despite 
global uncertainties like terror attacks and the 
recent SARS crisis. 

‘There is no reason why this particular 
model can't be applied to the Philippine 
economy. “The first step is to educate th 
masses about how they can help t 
grow by buying local products," states ап 
economist who teaches at a local university 
“They need to know that every little bit can 
echo into bigger things like helping the 
‘economy and creating more jobs, Ultimately 
it all comes back to them." 

While surprised with the information 
Aling Fely was amendable to prioritizing the 
purchase of local products, With a glimmer 
in her eye, she points to the sandals on her 
feet, “Ayan o, gawang Marikina,” she proud! 
says 
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BUSINESS OUTSOURCING SECTOR 


Skills may be lacking 
but growth expected 


By Erwin Oliva ‘The same forecast showed that tered with the BOI have in- 
Inq? about 81,000 new jobs were cre- creased in 2005, and are project- 
ated in 2005, which is а 53 per- ed to increase by over 50 percent 

DESPITE THE CHALLENGES OF cent growth from 2004 figures. im 2006. “But we will need to de- 
finding more quality skills to man Based on these growth rates, velop more niches in this boom- 
the booming industry now there is a foreseen slowdown in ing outsourcing industry" she 
known as business process out- the generation of newer jobs adds. 
sourcing (BPO), “and the threat year-on-year Dan Reyes, president of the 
from other countries like India, The forecast also noted that BPAR says that he is bullish about 
the local outsourcing industry the outsourcing industry is ex- the prospects in 2006, but admits 
still expects to grow this year. pected to generate $3.7 billion in that the industry is faced with the 

In а joint forecast by the Busi- revenues this year, or a 52 per- challenge of finding quality skills 
mess Process Association of the cent growth over 2005. to man expanding operations in 
Philippines (BPAP), Board of In- _ “The prospects are still bright the Philippines. BPO ventures such as call centers are expected to generate $3.7 billion in revenues this year, a 52-percent 
vestments (BO!) and the Com- forthe Philippine outsourcing in- Meanwhile, the call center or increase over 2005, 
missionon Information and Сот. dustry” according to Celeste Ila- customer care industry will ac- 
munications Technology, the gan, executive director of the In-countformajority of the new jobs which represents businesses do- stress that for every one call cen- restaurant 
Philippine outsourcing industry temational promotions of the in 2006, according to Rafy David, ing outsourced call center work ter job created, two support ser. where call centers are 
is expected to generate 103,000 BOI president of the Contact Center for foreign clients, projects 70 vice jobs are created,” David ^ Josephine Gonzales, senior 
hew jobs in 2006, ora 44 percent She noted that information Association ofthe Philippines. percent growth in 2006 in terms adds, noting the boom ofthereal- corporate liaison officer of SPI 
increase from 2005. technology-related projects regis- Не says that the organization, of revenues. “We also want to estate, convenient store and SKILLS/B2-2 
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RP must tap quss сы раци 
into Asian lifestyle 
trade fairs 


‘THE PHILIPPINES MUST INCLUDE our trade fair competitiveness by 
їп its development prioritiesa зей. creating a strong and unique 
ous bid to seize market share in Philippine trade fair concept. The 
Asias multbillion-dollar intema- concept has to be distinctively 
tional rade fair industry. different from China, has to focus 

‘The Philippines has fallen far on design and quality, and should 
behind other countries to the involve elements of Asean (the 
point where not a single truly in- Association of Southeast Asian 
ternational trade fair is held here Nations) culture. 
regularly. Events Eye, an agency А strategic partnership be- 
that tracks international trade tween private business and gov- 
fairs, conventions and exhibi- ernment will also be essential to 
tions, listed only five internation- the success of this effort. 
al Philippine trade fairsin 2006. А valuable storehouse of 

“Gaining Philippine leadership knowledge about international 
in at least one sector of Asia's trade fairs exists locally in Fairs & 
trade fair business makes sound More Ine. (FMI), an ECCP unit 
business sense,” said Henry Schu- tasked with developing the inter- 
macher, executive vice president national trade fairs business in 
ofthe European Chamber of Com- the Philippines. 
merce of the Philippines (ECCP). — ECCP/FM has been at the 

“Quite apart from the huge forefront of either pushing the 
revenues the Philippines stands Philippines as an important trade 
to gain, trade fairs are a catalyst fair site or in promoting the 
for economic growth. Theyre a Philippines and Philippine com- 
proven and cost effective magnet panies in European, Middle East 
that draws foreign investments and Asian trade fairs. 
year in and year out.” Schumacher said FM's net- 

He pointed to Germany as an work of global partners allows 
‘example of a country where trade FMI to bring to the Philippines in- 
fairs are taken so seriously that ternational players who may 
cities fighthard for the right to host partner in developing locally 
them. Five of the top 10 trade fair based trade shows and help inter- 
companies in terms of cumover nationalize existing ones, provid- 
worldwide are located in Germany. ed the concept is right. 

AUMA (the Association of the “But the window of opportuni- 
German Trade Pair Industry) esti- ty is narrow. Hong Kong, Singa- 
mated that Germany's 158 trade pore and Bangkok are positioning 
fairs in 2004 generated some 23 themseives as the trade fair hubs 
billion euros (P1.6 trillion) for ofthe future. 
the German economy and creat- “India is becoming more and 
ed 250,000 jobs. more attractive. International 

Philippine trade fairs, however, trade fair organizers are position- 
tend to be too local in focus with ing themselves accordingly. It’s UT T Me. Rocei Op, Hohta Con aka Mr. Ruben Sibayan, Honda С; 
too many competing shows on now or never for the internation- TT 2005 National Technician отаи Techni 
food, construction, furniture, al trade {айз business in the Ы E : 5 5 £ 
gifts, toys; fashion accessories and Philippines," said Schumacher. н 
Christmas decor, Philippine trade Schumacher wamed it is no 
fairs have also attracted fewer in- longer sufficient to be a trade fair 
ternational buyers year-on-year. leader in just one region. 

In contrast, China, Asia's rade “If you lead in Europe, you 
fair leader, hosts hundreds of fairs must offer your clients a leading 
annually, including the regional show in Asia and in the US. This is 
versions of major shows such as exactly the course some of the E 
Koelnmesse’s Cebit forthe ICT (in- ropean trade fair organizers take, 
formation and communications developing or buying into shows 
technology) industry. around the world.” 

Cebit, held every March in Han- "Ме are already active in the 
nover, Germany, is the world’s Middle East and Asia, but we are m— aD 
largest ICT trade fair. This mam- exploring opportunities in the US ' : Нш интен T чагы Nun ral CT 
moth event drew two million visi- and South America," Schumach- 
tors and 8,000 exhibitors in 2005 er noted. 
and has an Asian version held in Milan, Paris, Birmingham, 
Shanghai, China, every September. Madrid, Valencia and Moscow are | Visit any authorized dealers fr detalis: 

s also determined to get a major | МУ» vumeweroa weni asan Sin TET DIET 
Needed: Unique RP concept share of the world marker Ё ДЕА : um EE 

Schumacher suggested jump- Аѕ it stands now, however, Heer 

starting the process of regaining RPMUST/BS € 
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Recreating an urban waterfront 


PASIG RIVER HAS LONG BEEN away from the river. = ter courses declined from their 
declared biologically dead, With its present state, Pasig MAPPING $ glorious state. They deteriorated, like al fresco dining, cafes and communities that are inaccessi- 
meaning, its waters are no longer River is a water course that shows caused by man’s irresponsible riverside restaurants, informal bleto land transportation. 
ft for consumption and bathing. the stark realities of a Third . THE FUTURE use, treating them as “back ofthe settlements may be eliminated. Waterfront development can 
Marine life can no more thrive. World country. Т | house” which encourages squat- When developed, these water link history and architecture. 
‘This is because of the responsi. Water courses, since time im- Felino A. ting or informal settlements bodies will enhance and expand With community participation, 
ble treatment of this river. memorial, have been one of he Palafox Jr: along the banks and the un- leisure and recreational use and resuscitation of “dying” water 

"Pasig River has become a pub- most efficient transport systems кт scrupulous disposal of industrial thus will encourage tourism in- bodies can be realized. The devel- 
lic sewage disposal. Industrial in the world. The opening of tivities between Filipino and Chi- and domestic waste. dustry; the disposal of waste сап opment сап make waterfronts 
plants are рис ир along the banks Panama Canal has brought effi- nesemerchants. Thecity of Mani- Кіз imperative to recreate ur. be prevented. The development тое visual appealing. The 
геу йырова of thelr chemical ciency and expedited travel and la would never have evolved into bam waterfront. The significance will also conserve marine life, en: Philippines has many rivers and 
for easy disposal otters have transport of goods in the Americ- a profitable trading center had it waterfronts have brought to hu- hance waterscape, and add tothe lakes that need to be protected 
long found the banks of the river as. Instead of going around the not been for Pasig River. manity cannot just be ignored. amenity value of water and re- from degradation and pollution. 
а convenient location to put up South American continent, ves- Water courses have significant- The objective of recreating water- sources. Waterfront development can help 
а аот оса о Ра sels ftom New York going to San ly contributed to make business fronts is to bring forth the appre- Transport system will be aug. preserve and conserve these nat- 
River an instant “privy a dump. Francisco would just have to take work. Interestingly, civilization ciation of a long neglected asset. mented giving commuters more ural assets that are, imperiled for 
ingsteoftheirtmvanted materi the canal, This lessened travel апей along the banks of Tigris Rivers and lakes inthe more pro. options thereby decongeming depiction if abuse of these water 
als and domestic waste. time and cost. Pasig River, history and Euphrates rivers. Thereby, gressive cities in the world con- traffic Water courses as system of bodies continues. 

sand domestic waste er which records show, had already been the very first means of transport sider waterfronts as front door of transportation will speed uprav- (The author is a MAP governor and 
Rizal glamorized in his literary the transport system since the (read: highway) dating back an- activity. el time, getting to one's destina- principal architect, Urban Planner and. 
Nds have tumed murky amd time of the Manila-Acapulco cient times were water courses. ВУ creating lush and inviting Чоп faster—no more delays in founder of Palo Assocs Fed- 
Sgnant Structures have turned galleon trade and the barter ac- Butatthetumofthecenturywa- promenades and parks, es the delivery of goods and will back at mapsec@globenet отр.) 
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Skilsmaybelacking... — | CEO gets leadership award 


the Philippine Software Industry tracts with an offshore compo- 
‘Technologies, says that other Association. nent will set up its own remote | THE ASSOCIATION OF BUSI- 
than сай centers, the outsourced Thesoftwaredevelopmentin- operations offshore to supportits | ness Communicators (АВС) 
back-office industry is also ex- dustry, which deals with pro- internal business process and IT | Philippines conferred to Shell 
pected to generate more jobs in jects for export, is projected to requirements. companies in the Philippines 
the country. generate 20,000 jobs in 2006. Тһе Philippine outsourcing in- | (SciP) country chairman Edgar 
“These are also the same expec- Meanwhile, the software devel- dustry, in partnership with the | O. Chua the 2005 Communica- 
tations from the Philippine ani- opment industry dealing with Department of Trade Industry, is | tion Excellence in Organizations 
mation and software develop- the domestic market is project- scheduled to hold this e-Servi (CEO) Excel Awards. Chua is 
ment industry in 2006. ed to employ 31,000 people this Philippines conference and exhi- | опе of the four winners chosen 
Marilyn Montano, president of year. bition at Edsa Shangri-La Manila | among 20 nominees in the man opmenttargets. 
the Animation Council of the А Canada-based market re- on Feb. 16 to 17, 2006. ufacturing category. The nomi- em | The CEO Excel Awards, the 
Philippines, says the Philippine search firm predicted that the Organized bythe Center forln- | nees are evaluated by indepen- local version of the world IABC 
animation industry hopes to sus- outsourcing will lose its luster in ternational ‘Trade Expositions | dent judges оп the basis of set cel Award, is given to senior 
fain a 20 percent growth in total 2006, as organizations decide to and Missions, the e-Services | criteria and are not competing Я executives who have successful- 
Tevenues over the next five years. take back certain IT operations Philippines will invite interna- | against each other County ‘ey ly harnessed communication in 
"The Philippine animation indus- that have been outsourced to tional and local speakers to dis- | chair Ed Chua was awarded for ™ advancing the reputation, en- 
try is currently a $40 million busi- third-party providers. cuss the prospects of the out- | his leadership in the SciP pro- hancing the profitability or 
ness, while the global animation “As a number of multi-year sourcing industry in 2006. grams including leaders and mil- ners, and neighbors. He has achieving major objectives of 
outsourcing industry is valued at deals are up for renewal globally, The conference and exhi lennium development goals been in active support of advo- their organizations. 
$72 billion, she adds. outsourcing will lose its luster as will also feature global industry | (MDGs) initiative, health, safety, cacies on corporate social ге. The annual competition is 
The BPARBOLCICT projec: organizations take back certain experts on emerging issues af- | and environment (HSE) man- sponsibility and sustainable de- meantto raise public awareness 
tions indicate that the animation IT functions, selectively out- fecting the industry Avinash | agementand corporatesocialre- velopment to contribute to na. on the importance of communi- 
industry will generate 7,000 new source, or set up their own re- Vashistha, founder and managing | sponsibility and sustainable de- tion building. He similarly led cation in business and organiza- 
jobs in 2006. In 2005, about mote operations,” ХМС stated in director of outsourcing consul- | velopment advocacy. the promotion of health, safety, tional management, to recog- 
4,500 jobs were generated from its 2006 prediction report found  tancy neoIT and author of Of АЗ country chairman, Chua and environment by sharing his nize top-level executives or 
outsourced animation work to atwww.xmg-global.com. shore Nation, is among those in- | has sustained the programs for know-how to the business in- managers who have shown ex- 
the Philippines. Tt added that with heightened vited to speak atthe conference. | the organization that did not dustry as elected chairman of traordinary skills as communi- 
“The Philippine software devel- awareness of the capabilities of Nigel Roxburgh, founding di- | only achieve its valuable objec- the Philippine Business for the cators, and to present their ас. 
opment is currently focused on a Asia Pacific countries and the in- rector of UKs National Outsoure- | tives but also fostered a corpo- Environment and co-chairman complishments as models of 
program, dubbed Fly-High 2010, creasing internal tolerance for ing Association, has also been in- | rate culture of collaborative ef- of the environment committee best practices in organizational 
Pinch hopes to generate more risks in operating offshore, sever- vied to discuss prospects in the | fort involving employees, part- of the Management Association communication, 
jobs for this sector, according to а] organizations that have previ- UK market. 


planade, and areas for socializing provide accessibility to coastal 


of the Philippines. As designat- 
ed chair of the business cluster 
on health of the “Business and 
Millennium Development Goals 
Initiative, Chua helped orga- 
nize the country's business sec- 
tor to synergize efforts in the 
health area toward the achieve- 
ment of the millennium devel- 
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Walang ina na ‘di nangangarap ng magandang kinabukasan para sa kanyang anak. isang kinabukasang dulot ng paghahandang dala ng edukasyon- 
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Ans dungunang Insurance company sa bansa at AIG, ang nangungunang international Insurance and financial services organization sa buong mundo. 
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THE REMARKABLE GROWTH OF THE 
UNIT INVESTMENT TRUST FUNDS 


he year 2005 was a tough 
T year but more than that, it 
was a rewarding year for 

the Unit Investment Trust Fund 
(UITF) business in the Philippines. 
‘With the implementation of BSP 
447, trust 
revolutionized the approach to 
personal investment with the 
introduction of UITFs. The total 
Assets Under Management 
(AUM) of the UITF industry 
reached an astonishing level of 
over P100B as of the end of 
2005, making the product one of 
the successful the 
financial industry in recent years. 

A UITF is an open-ended 
pooled trust fund denominated in 
Philippine Peso or U.S. Dollar, 
which is operated and adminis- 
tered by a trust entity and made 
available by participation. Each 
UITF product is operated and 
governed by a Declaration of 

' Trust, approved by the Bangko 
Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), which 
contains the mechanics for investing, 
operating and administering the 
fund. 

With the majority of the 
UITFs introduced in the 2nd 
quarter of 2005, the product, 
even at its current infancy stage, 
has already gained notable 
acceptance from the investing 
public. 

Currently, there are about 70 
UITFs in the market offered by 
20 Trust institutions while 
applications for 8 new UITFs 
from 3 financial institutions are 
still awaiting BSP approval. The 
new funds once approved and 
introduced into the market will 
make the product offering even 
more robust. 


Circular entities 


most in 


The marketing personnel of 
banks and trust entities are 
required to be certified to sell 
the UITFs. These personnel 
should be able to discuss the 
features, benefits and risks in 
investing in UITFs. 

UITFS are available in a wide- 
range of fund types: money 
market, fixed income, balanced 
and equity, in both Philippine 
Peso and in U.S. Dollar contribu- 
tions. Assets of the UITFs are 
marked-to-market; 
providing investors with more 
accurate and fair value of the 
of the fund. It 
ensures that no participant in the 
fund is put at a disadvantage as a 
consequence of new investors 
coming in or of existing investors 
getting out of the fund. The 
mark-to-market methodology is 
in accordance with international 
best practices, Investors in the 
UITF . enjoy better 
potentials without having to 
invest very large sums of money. 


therefore, 


investments 


earning 


The growth of the UITFs is partly 
attributed to the good performance of 
both fixed income and equity markets 
last year giving more opportunities for 
professional fund managers to outperform 
the set fund benchmarks, as well as other 
investment Likewise, the 
efforts of trust entities in educating their 
marketing personnel and informing 
clients of the benefits and advantages of 
the product are also credited for the 
amazing growth. 


vehicles. 


While it is advisable for investors 
to stay invested in the UITF for a longer 


period of time, clients can generally 
redeem units of participation at апу 
time. The fund will not have difficulty 
redeeming such units of participation 
because UITF investments are limited to 
marketable or tradable securities. 
Another benefit of the UITFs is the 
wide choice of minimum investment 
amounts offered by the trust entities. 
Investors both novice and savvy ones 
can choose from a wide range of 
minimum investment participation. 
To ensure the sustained growth of 
the UITFs in terms of product depth, 


distribution channels and best practices, 
the Trust Officers Association of the 
Philippines (TOAP), in close coordina- 
tion with its member institutions, 
retail fund market experts and the 
Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas (BSP), 
did a workshop conference in October 
of 2005 aptly called UITF Workshop 
Conference: Crafting a Medium Term 
Plan. Additionally, association 
endeavors to continually educate the 
investing public through press 
releases, awareness campaigns and 


the 


investors fora 


4 


needs. UITFs are offered in a 
and equity, 


Do you have the same drive? 


With over 60 UITFs to choose from, there are funds 
and risk-reward appetite. And with teams of expert investment managers from the country's 
leading banks, you can trust them to optimize the return of your money. 


Conveniently accessible In more than 2,500 bank branches nationwide: 
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Philippine National Bank 


We've got something in common... 


Unit Investment Trust Fund (UITF) 


We share the same drive for innovative investments that realize objectives. 


Ask your bank about Unit Investment Trust Funds today. 
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INVESTMENT MANAGEMENT 


AUTE awareness service brought to you by 


Unit Investment Trust Fund (UITF) opens doors of opportunities for all kinds of investment 
е range of fund types: money market, fixed Income, balanced 
in Philippine Peso and U.S. Dollar in a variety of minimum amount of contributions. 
that suit your investment goal, time horizon 
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Malayan 


А NEW SCIENCE HIGH SCHOOL DES- 
tined to become an international center 
of excellence will be officially unveiled 
today Dubbed the Malayan High School 
of Science (MHSS), this new learning in- 
stitution will boast of an advanced cur- 
riculum, state-of-the-art facilities and a 
Wi-Fi campus, all designed to immerse 
students in current and future develop- 
ments in science and technology. 

"The opening ceremony is to be conduct- 
ed at the school site at Paz Guazon Street, 
Pandacan, Manila. Leading this significant 

rent is Alfonso Т. Yuchengco, former 
Philippine Ambassador to China and Japan 
and chair of the Mapua board of trustees. 
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People, Eventsc? Products 


Joining him is Dr: Reynaldo Vea, president of 
‘Mapua Institute of Technology and the new 
MHSS. 

Invited personalities include former Pres- 
ident Fidel V Ramos, Manila Mayor Lito М 
‘Atienza, former Senate President Jovito R. 
Salonga, Dr. Fe Hidalgo, OIC-Undersecre- 
tary of the Department of Education; Dr. Es- 
trella E Alabastro, Secretary of the Depart- 
ment of Science and Technology, as well as 
other government officials, business leaders, 
and top executives of the Yuchengco Group 
of Compani 

‘Vea explained that MHSS is empowered 
with the mission of helping the country de- 
velop globally competitive human resources 


High School of Science inaugur 


їп the area of science and technology. The 
school's program objective is to produce 
‘graduates who can gain admission to and 
successfully hurdle scientific and technolog- 
ical degree programs in the best colleges 
and universities in the country and abroad. 
“The founding of the Malayan High 
School of Science is an attempt to contribute 
to our countrys efforts to take full advan- 
tage of a global, knowledge-based econo- 
mmy" he said. “Т is a way of giving more Fi 
ipino families the opportunity to have their 
children undergo а high school education of 
international standards, which will hopeful- 
Jy open many doors for them in later years.” 
“The Malayan High School of Science 


will show the same dedication to quality ed- 
ucation and the same wonder of imagina- 
tion and innovation for which Mapua, the 
mother institution, is well known," contin- 
ued Vea. 

To attain the school's objective, MHSS 
has established a set of desired outcomes of 
its academic program. It shall educate stu- 
dents to have a very strong foundation in 
the natural sciences and mathematics, 
cellent communications skills in English 
and, optionally in Mandarin; a deep appre- 
ciation of the most important present-day 
technologies such as biotechnology, 
robotics, computers, telecommunications, 
microelectronics and new materials; an an- 


ated today 
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alytical mind and a creative, innovative spir- 
it; awareness of social, global and environ- 
mental issues; love of country and humani- 

‘The Malayan High School of Science is 
now accepting student applicants for its 
school opening this June. Interested parents 
and students may submit admission re 
quirements to the MHSS admissions office 
at the ground floor of Mapua Insitute of 
‘Technology in Intramuros, Manila, or in 
Makati City 

For admission inquiries, call 5629231, 
562.9381, 562.9329 or 562-8516, or e-mail 
hsadmissions@malayanscience.net.ph, or 
visit wwwnalayanscience.net.ph. 


and foreign manufacturers and suppliers, agents and distribu- 
tors, and dealers of products and/or services needed in the. 
developmentand promotion of the country's provincial water 
supply utilities. The event will be the right market and the right 
place to establish contacts to explore bigger business oppor- 
tunities. Product presenters include JG Summit Petrochemi 
cal Inc. Eurovek Building Solutions, Inc, Asea Brown Boveri, 
Ranhill KWI SDN BHD and Local Water Utilities Administra- 


Чоп sponsor the exhib! 


Kong It!, and win at Burger King 

BURGER KING FEATURES THE KING KONG MEAL. THE KING 

Kong Meal is a filling serving of the Whopper Jr, large fries 

and a 32-0: Coke that comes in its own collectible King Kong 

tumbler. Every time you purchase this meal, you are treated to 
а peel-open card with instant freebies you can 
claim on your next visit. Keep this card for itis 
also your gateway to owning cool new gad- 
gets! Just textin the unique code found in the. 
ard for a chance to win every week. The тоге 
times you text in, the more chances of win- 
ning. You also have the option to "Kong It!" 
any burger value meal for only P39 and you 
uet the same Kong-sized side and drink: large 
fries and a 32-02 Coke, of course In the limited 
edition King Kong tumbler. Every meal you 
Kong It!" also entitles you to win in the week- 
уу raffle. This offer is only until Jan. 17. 


Biotech venture summit 
FROM JAN. 17 TO 20, HYBRIDIGM CONSULT- 
ing, THE first bio-consultancy firm in the 
country and Businessmaker Academy Educa- 
tional Center will be holding the 2nd annual 
Philippine Biotechnology Venture Summit 
The Summit's primary objective is to promote 
the advancement and better understanding of 
biotechnology In the Philippines by calling to- 
gether scientists, academics, regulators, poli- 
су formulators, venture capitalists, and main- 
stream businessmen to discuss new trends, 
discoveries and business opportunities. Inter- 
ested attendees may register online through 
«www philbiotech.com and call to confirm at 
687-4445, 887-4645, or 687-3416, Biotech- 
nology is а $250-billion industry and is ex- 
pected to grow into atrilion-dollar industry in 
the next few years. Although biotechnology 
паз been around for centuries, no practical ed- 
ucation and focus has been given on how en- 
terprising Filipinos can get into this lucrative 
field. 


n 2005. 


PAWD exhibition 

THE PHILIPPINE ASSOCIATION OF WATER DISTRICTS 
(PAWD), A national umbrella organization of more than 600 
provincial water utilities, will be holding its annual Products. 
and Services Exhibition in conjunction with the 27th РАМО 
National Conference from Jan. 17 to 20 at the Sarabia Manor 
Hotel & Convention Center. The 2006 show will gather locat 


Health & Lifestyle 
tackles the ‘Big С” 


HEALTH & LIFESTYLE CELEBRATES THE 


new year with showbiz's charming trio of 
Carmina Villaroel and sisters Janice and 
Gelli de Belen on the cover. The magazine's 
first offering for 2006 features the three 
hosts of the popular morning talk show 
"Sis" who reveal life lessons that have guid- 
ed them in their ways as moms, daughters 
and wives. 

On the medical front, readers are guided 
how to size down the "Big C" (cancer)-and 
their fear of it-with the most up-to-date facts 
and information from medical experts, The 
medical section features cancer-related arti- 
cles, from prevention tips to real stories of 
cancer victims going through the ordeal and 
triumphing over the disease, Readers can get 
inspired by the magazine's main feature-a 
heartwarming story of three brave souls who 
gave their cancer a good fight-and prevailed. 
It conveys the message clearly that a diagno- 
sis of cancer need not be like a death sen- 
tence. 

Also featured in the lifestyle section of the 
magazine are doctors whose hobbies include 
tending го and hanging out with their pets 
These doctors prove to be not only good in 
giving quality care to their patients, but to 
their pets as well which, for them, are “just 
like family.” 

The January issue of the magazine, which 
has received an award last year as а favored 
publication on health and lifestyle, also con- 
tains amusing and informative articles on 
travel, fashion, technology, and a lot more. 

Health & Lifestyle magazine is available at 
all National Bookstore branches and major 
magazine stands. [tis published by FAME Inc, 
which also publishes Diabetease, a magazine 
for diabetics and those at risk of developing 
diabetes, For subscription inquiries, call 894- 
0843, 813-5433, 813-5436, 812-8696. or c- 
mail sales@fame.ph. 
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MOVEMENTS 


Lawyer is new PMAP prexy 
EMERICO О. DE GUZMAN, SENIOR PARTNER OF 
Angara Abelio Concepcion Regala & Cruz aw of- 
fices (Accralaw), was elected president of Per- 
‘sonal Management Association of the Philippines 
for 2006 during the PMAP elections. 

PMAP is an organization of human resource 
professionals from all over the country, with more 
{han 1.200 members representing many of the 
leading companies in various industries nation- 
wide. 

De Guzman, a labor law practitioner, has experi- 
ence in the negotiation, conciliation and resolution 
of various workplace issues, and has HR experi- 
ence in recruitment, performance evaluation ала 
general HR management, both in government and 
in the private sector. 

He holds degrees in Psychology and Law from. 
the University of the Philippines, and recently 
graduated from the Academy of American and In- 
ternational Law in Plano/Dalla, Texas. 


PLDT exec is new 


chamber head 

PHILIPPINE Long Distance Telephone Co. vice 
president Butch Meily was recently elected presi- 
dant of the Philippine-American Chamber of Com- 
merca, one of the oldest bilateral business organi- 
zations based in the United States. 

As the new president of the organization, Meily 
wil continue and implement new ones that will 
Toster rade and investment between the Philip- 
pines and the United States. 

"There are new emerging opportunities that 
companies in the US and the Philippines can ex- 
plore and the FI-Am Chamber can be a catalyst for 
{uring these opportunities to concrete results, 
sald Маў. 

Не added that he and the other officers and 
members ofthe chamber wil all help in making 
‘this possible in the coming years. 

Aside from Meily. the other newly elected offi- 
cers include Richard Rosenberg, president of 
‘American Energy Systems, as chair; and Joanne 
de sis, chair of Globe Capital Partners, as adviso- 
ry cornmittee chair 


PSBank appoints new officers 
PSBANK has appointed three new senior officers. 

“The new appointees are Ма. Patricia L. Castae- 
da, Edeza Agpasin-Que and Adeline L. Grimares. 

"Castafeda, who wil serve as vice president of 
the bank, was appointed chief risk officer under 
the risk management committee, whose members 
are appointed by the board of directors and given 
the authority and overall responsibility for the 
banks risk management 

Castañeda was also designated as a member of 
the management committee, which directs and 
oversees bank operations and secretariat of assets 
and abilties committee, which manages the PS- 
Banks balance sheet. 

She was formerly with Standard Chartered Bank 
as AVP/risk manager for credit where her chief re- 
Sponsibilties included credit risk and portfolio 
management, regular monitoring of credit risk in- 
"icators and ensuring fuli compliance to ali the lo- 
cal regulations and standards that govern credit 
risk management. 

PSBankes credit administration group was also 
beefed up with a commercial credit evaluation head 
with the recent appointment of Grimares as assis- 
tant vice president. She was formerly with UCPB as 
account manager-assistant vice president. 


AC Nielsen has new 


managing director 
АС NIELSEN Philippines announced the appoint- 
ment of Benedicto Cid as its new managing director. 

"Before joining AC Nilsen Philippines, Poch had 
‘over 30 years experience in marketing and general 
management roles at a number of FMCG companies 

Most recently. he was general manager of IDS 
Marketing (Philippines) Inc., a leading distributor 
of consumer goods. Before that, he was with New 
Zealand МІК, Kellogg and Gilette, where he was 
posted to Australia and Singapore. 

He began his career at Procter and Gamble, 
starting in market research then moving to brand 
management 

n his new role, he assumes overall respons 
ity for the direction and leadership of the cus- 
tomized consumer research, retail measurement 
and consumer panel business units of AC Nielsen 
Philippines. 


Ordofiez is new 
AFCM vice president 


Ernesto M. Ordofiez, president of Cement Manu- 
facturers Association of the Philippines (CeMAP), 
was elected vice president of the Asean Federation 
‘of Cement Manufacturers (AFCM) during the 14th 
 AFCM conference held recently in Singapore. 

Ordoñez will serve as vice president for two 
years, after which, following tradition, he is ex- 
pected to be elected as AFCM president for anoth- 
er two years when the federation holds its 15th 
‘conference in Vietnam late in 2007. 

Ordoñez said: "We intend to build on the good- 
will AFCM has achieved in the past year. We will do 
this not only by sharing our best technologies but 
also by helping each other in the area of intema- 
tional trade policy and practices as we in Asean 
face the globalization challenges and the opportu- 
nities today." 


RP must ... «n 


Philippine companies must participate in for- 
eign trade fairs to create international aware- 
ness for their products. 

Wilbert Novero, FMI vice president for in- 
ternational fairs, said 75 Philippine compa- 
nies are to participate in five major European 
trade fairs from January to February 2006. 

He said the number was unexpectedly high 
compared to last year. 

“These Philippine companies realize Eu- 
rope is a market virtually ignored here and 
they want to take advantage of European op- 
portunities,” he noted. 

Asia is seen as one of the "hot spots” for 
trade fair growth in the next few years, This 
focus on Asian trade fairs by Germany and 
other Europeans offers the Philippines an op- 
portunity to climb aboard this bandwagon 
and reap the rewards while there's still rime 
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‘Poverty alleviation key to regiona 


economic interdependence’ 


ROBERTO F DE OCAMPO, PRESIDENT 
of the Asian Institute of Management, 
discussed "Managing Regional Eco- 
nomic Interdependence” and focused 
on three concerns at the recently con- 
cluded 6th Regional Meeting of the Tri- 
lateral Commission Pacific Asia Group 
held in Beijing, China. 

‘The Trilateral Commission is a major 
international think tank founded in 1973 
to draw together the highest-level group 
to collectively examine the common 
problems facing the three regions of the 
European Union, North America, and Pa- 
cific Asia. De Ocampo, former secretary 
of finance of the Philippines, is among the 
first Asean members of the commission. 

‘The three concerns he focused on 
were: that economic interdependence 


is an unavoidable by-product of global- 
ization; that the private sector had be- 
gun to play an increasingly important 
role in economic growth and stability; 
and that rapid technological advance- 
ment had permanently altered the 
mechanisms of international finance 
that, if not well managed, could result 
in less desirable outcomes. 

Setting the Asian financial crisis as а 
backdrop, De Ocampo believes that there. 
are issues that need to be addressed to 
ensure effective interdependence. He 
said that there is a need to reduce ten- 
sions between countries with less than 
friendly relationships. He also held that 
disparities across incomes and gover- 
nance might make interdependence a bit 
longer than it would have been other- 


wise. Efforts must be expended to narrow 
the gap between these disparities. 

He also recognized that fighting 
poverty is a formidable challenge the 
world, especially Asia, faces. “If integra- 
tion is seen to least benefit, or even hurt 
the poor, then regional integration will 
remain unpopular with some sectors,” 
said De Ocampo, 

“Thus, to make regional economic in- 
terdependence more acceptable to the 
poor, poverty must be alleviated,” he 
added. Resolving these issues, De 
‘Ocampo concludes, are crucial to an ef- 
fective economic interdependence 

The end of the Cold War called for a 
fresh vision of what an outward-looking 
partnership could accomplish. The oppor- 
tunities were remarkable, and yet, part of. 


the “glue” that held the three regions to- 
gether, had dissolved. Helping meet this 
leadership challenge is at the heart of to- 
day's Trilateral Commission effort. 


BPI Asset Management, the country’s leader in asset management, now gives you. 


THE POWER OF CHOICE. 


BPI offers the 
widest range of 

Unit Investment Trust 
Funds for every type 
of investor. 


Choose DIVERSITY. 

Choose from our assortment of UITFs. 
There -is a UITF to match your 
investment goal and risk appetite: 


Peso Fixed Income Funds 
BPI Premium UITF 

BPI Short Term UITF 

BPI Institutional UITF 


BPI Gold Fund 


US$-denominated Fixed Income Funds 


BPI.Global Philippine Fund* 
BPI International Fund Plus* 


Equity Funds 


BPI Balanced Fund 
BPI Global Equity Fund* 


BPI Equity Fund 


“These funds bave been marked-to-market since 


Sept. 3, 2001. 


Choose EXPERTISE. 

Behind each fund is a team of 
experienced fund managers who 
carefully analyze current trends, 
anticipate market developments and 
accordingly reposition each fund’s 


investments. 


To know which UITF is appropriate for you, please call 
BPI Asset Management now and let the expertise of the country's 
leader in asset management work to your advantage. 


ВРІ ASSET MANAGEMENT 


Put Your Trust In Our Name 
Please call (02) 845-5033 to 34, 816-9038, 816-9032 to 33 


Note: 


or 845-5022 and 816-9053. 
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(2) The folowing foes shat apply. 


резо Роз income Funds 


Management Fos - 100% pa. 0.75% pa. 0.50% pa 


and 1.00% р.а. respectively 
Early Redemption Fos" - 0.25% hat and 10% Bat 
(BP Goid Fund) 


USS-denominated Fixed income Funds. 
Management Fee - 1.00% p.a., and 0.50% р.а. 


respectively 
Early Redemption Foe" - 029% Nat 
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to sut chentsinvestmontroqurements and risk rofernca, 
A copy of the Declaration of Trust and Plan Rules of each 
particular fund 1s m 

те Trusts. 
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Krisis... haharapin. Pagsubok... lalampasan. Magigiting. Matatapang. Walang inaatrasan. à 
ing pambansang ekonomiya.: 


Gamit ang sipag, tiyaga, at teknolohiya. Mga Pinoy Entrepreneurs na nag-aangat sa at 
Kilalanin sila... Ang Makabagong Bayaning Pilipino! 
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Office machines and 
peripherals marketing and 


Para sa karagdagang kaalaman ukol sa kanilang Secret Weapon, tumawag sa - PINAGKAKATIWALAAN NG HIGIT SA 400 BIG. 
Human Resource Manageme MIDSIZE AT SMALL COMPANIES SA PILIPINAS 


Microsoft Dynamics hotline 1-800-1441-0158 Email: mmph@microsoft.com |  -serice Management and Scheduling * 
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nder gov't 
rationalization, 
lazy employees 
will remain 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. “So as long as their current 
posts are not considered super- 
ALLINEPT, LAZY AND ABSENTEE fluous or redundant, government 
government employees will be employees who are lazy or absen- 
Spared from President Macapagal- tees will be retained. Their per- 
‘Arroyo's directive to streamline formance will be covered by an- 
the bureaucracy estimated to cost other government review pro 
P10 billion in retirement pack- gram,” says Pascua who did not 
ages. cite specific programs meant t n "n "n "n 
S get Undersecretary Laura eal bureaucrats that perform be- Jost open an Exporibank Regular Checking, Regular Peso Savings, ATM Savings, 
Pascua says that a bureaucrats low par. Premium Savings and US Dollar Savings Accoun? from June 1, 2005 to February 26, 2006 


aptitude or performance would President Arroyo signed last and get a chance to win 1 MILLION PESOS! 
not be a factor in the on-going ra- October, Executive Order No. 366 = 


tionalization program because mandating a strategic review of 
the review would only focus on the operations and organi 

the relevance of their respective of the executive branch (includ- 
positions. ing state corporations, task forces 


“Iris a function-based approach un i - pee 
so that there is no favoritism. It ments service delivery and pro- Ё a, 
will be based on a review of func- ductivity. - 

tions that are redundant, duplica- The Presidents order had 

tive and no longer needed nde nind public expectations th EXPOR TBAN K 
bureaucracy to be able to enhance the government woul i Expert banking for the Global Filipino. 
operations and strengthen func. trim down its 1.2 millio ‘Exportbank Drive cot. Chino Roces Avenua, Makati City 
tions," Pascua says. UNDER/832 н “Telephone: (632) 8789100  weaswexporbank-comph 


Start up the Chevrolet Optra this month. 


Save up to Pbi, OOO? RODE: 


| Salet esc and Taai oe eon Spem - D MODEL RED TAG PRICE SAVINGS 
prod Esset ыды Optra L AT P634K P49K 


"trick Bake System (LS models only) | т Optra LS MT P649K P61K 


Plus three (3) year or 100,000 km. warranty (whichever comes first) — t 
«24-hour Roadside Assistance Optra LS AT P694K P61K 


“Save up to Ре onthe Opta LS MT & LS AT 


элш emt. 07 CHEVROLET et ty име sa © n»n. xm «su узан, 50408, BL + AUBAN 77-106 а * 
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McDo owner voices 
| WS concern over rising 
cost of electricity 
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Emergencies and Disasters: 
Pearls for the 21st Century Primary Health Care Provider 


January22-25,2006 The Manila Hotel, Philippines http://centennial.up-gss.org 


Conference Registration fees 


Pre-Registration On-Site 


Consultants - 2,500.00 


PhP 2,000.00 


PhP 3,000.00 
ie i 
Residents/Nurses/Medical Students 
PhP 1.50000 


PhP 2,500.00 


VParamedics/Midwives/Health Workers PhP 2,000.00 


Caregivers/Others 


Hands-on workshops on Basic Life Support, First Aid, Information’and Communication 
Technology during emergencies, children and the elderly during emergencies, Eye, Ear, 
Nose and Throat emergencies, among others will be offered at the following registration fees: 


Half-Day Course 


d 


| T epee 
Whole Day Course PINGUIRER| 
Exhibit Spaces Available! Magn 


For more information, contact: 

Centennial GSS 2006 Secretariat 

Meetings, Exhibilons and Events Team, Inc. 

Tet: (632) 436-8580, 426-0093 Fax (692) 436-6581 
Emai: meel@ibahn.net 


PhP. 500.00 
PhP 1,000.00 


Sign up NOW for FREE seminars! 


Limited slots available! 


NOT A FEW BUSINESSMEN ARE OPTI- 
mistic about the country's economic outlook 
this year. Buoyed by the sudden strength of 
the peso, hopes are indeed high that the 
Philippines will do better this year. 

They are, however, concerned about the 
high cost of electricity which a businessman 
says currently eats up a disproportionate slice 
of companies overhead, 

George T. Yang, chair of Golden Arches 
Development Corp. (GADC) which holds 
the local franchise for fast-food giant Mc- 
Donald's restaurant, fears that if the gov- 
ernment will not address the high cost of 
electricity in the country, this alone would 
negate all the other economic gains made 
that will bail us out of economic stagnation. 

fordable power, he says, can do a lot to 
further spur investments. The high cost of 


electricity in the Philippines is second only 
to Japan in Asia. 

“Electricity cost is way too high compared 
to other countries and it eats up a dispropor- 
tionate chunk of expenses among local com- 
panies,” Yang says, qualifying that he is how- 
ever highly optimistic of the country's ability 
to rise above economic challenges. 

“Political noises would have died down this 
year and people would want to try new 
things. So giving constitutional amendments 
a chance, buoys up confidence," he says. 

According to Yang, business wants stability. 

While the strength of the peso is a big 
factor for stability, the high cost of electric- 
ity remains a disincentive to investments, 
һе says, adding that another sign that in- 
vestments are just waiting for the right 
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Under gov't rationalization, 
lazy employees will remain 


From page B3-1 


bureaucracy and throw out government em- 
ployees who do not perform their functions or 
report for work only on pay days. 

Among the government posts that will be 
abolished are those which do not produce the 
desired outcomes; are irrelevant and redun- 
dant; those that compete directly with private 
entities, and those that have been devolved to 
local government units. 

Contrary to the public's expectations, Pas- 
cua says that the rationalization program 
mot geared towards improving the govern- 
теп fiscal position. 

"The objective is not to reduce the deficit. 
The bottom line of the program is to improve 
operations and efficiency in bureaucracy,” 
says Pascua. 

Pascua says the rationalization program 
was voluntary as it gives affected employ- 
ees two options—agree to transfer to front- 
line agencies such as schools, hospitals and 


RS 


regulatory bodies such as the Land Trans- 
portation Office; or accept a compensation. 
package. 

The DBM has allocated P10 billion for the 
rationalization program in the proposed 2006 
budget. 

The DBM has so far implemented the ratio- 
malization program in the Technology and 
Livelihood Resource Center (TLRC) and the 
Civil Service Commission and the feedback 
has so far been positive. 

‘The TLRC reported that its workforce has 
gone down to 161 employees from 699 and 
its operating costs have shrunk to P121 mil- 
lion from P250 million (salaries dropped 
from P73 million to P25 million). It paid P65 
million in compensation packages to employ- 
ees who opted to retire. 

“We are currently processing 14 agencies 
and 6 corporations. We expect the rest of 
the 70 percent of the executive branch to 
submit their plans within this semester," 
Pascua says. 
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HOW-TO ROADSHOW 


seminars for IT managers 
and owners of small 
and medium businesses. 


SCHEDULE OF SEMINARS: 
YOU'RE INTERESTED IN) 


For reservations, please fax 
this form to 759-2022 to 24 


or email details to 


BUILDING YOUR editors@pcmag.ph 


TECHNOLOGY ENVIRONMENT 


January 19, 2006. 9 am to 5 pm. 
Discovery Suites, 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 

Learn the basics for setting up your 
‘own information and communica- 
tion infrastructure with minimum 
pain and maximum performance. 


KEEPING EVERYBODY 
CONNECTED. 


February 7, 2006. 9 am to 5 pm. 
Richmonde Hotel, 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 

Wire (or unwire) your business, 
link your office PCs together, and 
keep in touch with your personnel 
at all times. 


FROM PAPER TO DIGITAL 


March 14, 2006. 9 am to 5 pm. 
Linden Suites, 

Ortigas Center, Pasig City 
Reduce your paperwork, get 

rid of bulky records, and free 

up your office space by going 
digital 


BUILDING YOUR 
MOBILE OFFICE 


March 30, 2006. 9 am to 5 pm. 
Mandarin Oriental Hotel 
Makati City 

Make the most of mobile 
technologies to maximize the 
productivity of your sales and 
field personnel outside the 
office space. 


PUTTING YOUR COMPANY ON THE INTERNET MAP 


February 23, 2006. 9 am to 5 pm. 

Dusit Hotel Nikko, Makati City 

Everything you wanted to know about e-commerce, the Philippine online 
business environment, and what you need to get on the internet map. 


Lunch and Snacks will be served. 
PLUS giveaways from our sponsors. 
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Food firm to support improved nutrition program 


KRAFT FOOD PHILIPPINES INC., 
has expressed its support to the 
Philippine Association of Nutri- 
tion's (PAN) plan to curb malm 
trition through proper food fort 
fication and an intensified imple- 
mentation of an effective home 
and barangay nutrition across the 
mation. 

"Kraft recognizes the impor- 

“tance of healthy living. This is 


Mari 


McDo owner 
voices concern 
over rising 
electricity costs 


From page B3-2 


time to come in is the vibrant local tourism 
industry. 

“Tourism is up, and there are great oppor- 
tunities.” Beaches in the Philippines are more 
beautiful than those in Bali or in Phuket. The 
growth in tourism also means more invest- 
ments," he says. 

Aside from the exorbitant power cost in the 
country, the government should likewise con- 
tain peace and order in 2006. Yang, however, 
believes that the government priority should 
be lower power costs. The government is cur- 
rently undertaking the privatization of the 
National Power Corp. to allow competition by 
letting private firms run the local power in- 
dustry. 

Yang's position is similar to the one taken by 
various local trade groups and foreign cham- 
bers in calling for the lowering of power rates. 
‘The Joint Foreign Chambers (JFC), which is 

‚ composed mainly of the American Chamber if 
Commerce of the Philippines Inc., the Aus- 
tralian-New Zealand Chamber Commerce of 
the Philippines Inc., the Japanese Chamber of 
‘Commerce of the Philippines Inc., the Korean 
Chamber of Commerce & Industry of the 
Philippines Inc., and the Philippine Association 
of Multinational Companies Regional Head- 
quarters Inc., has issues a statement recently 
expressing concern over the continuing rise of 
electricity costs in the country. 

The cost of power, which is largely a deter- 
mining factor of business undertakings any- 
where in the world, affects the influx of for- 
eign investors and their decisions on when 
and where to set up their businesses," accord- 
ing tothe group. 

А recent survey conducted by state power 
holding firm Power Sector Assets and Liabili- 
ties Management Corp. (PSALM) among 15 
selected Asian countries, the Philippines 
emerged in the top five in terms of electricity 
rates. 

‘The data show the prevailing cost in elec- 
tricity is one of the major reasons potential 
foreign investors are cautious in locating their 
businesses in the country, according to JFC. 

Existing foreign investors are likewise hesi- 

Z tant to expand their operations and, worse, 

Š may even consider bringing their businesses 

7 to neighboring Asian countries where elec- 

2 tricity rates are much lower. 

The JFC has proposed the early implemen- 
tation of the “open-access” scheme or the elec- 
tricity spot market as envisioned in "Republic 
‘Act No. 9136, otherwise known as the Electric- 
ity Power Industry Reform Act (Epira). 

“The said scheme ensures and promotes 
competition in the energy industry, encour- 
ages market development and customer 
choice. Once successfully implemented, a 
lower power cost is foreseen, as reduction in 
‘Total Delivery Cost is expected to display as 
much as 40 percent," according to the group. 

The group, however, stated the continued 
delay in the privatization of power assets 

+ hamper the start of the open access scheme 
for electricity. Due to a provision in Section 
31 of the Epira, the implementation of the 
open-access scheme that is targeted to be- 
gin on July 1, 2006 may not be fully 
achieved. In Section 31, its states that at 
least 70 percent of the total capacity of 
Napocor’s generating assets in Luzon and 
Visayas must be privatized. 

To date, however, PSALM has only priva- 
tized six generating plants with a total in- 
stalled capacity of 608.5 megawatts (MW) 

* amounting to $567 million, which roughly 
translates to 11 percent of Napocor’s total 
generation capacity, already including the 
sale of the high-capacity Masinloc coal plant. 

If the sale of Masinloc is not finalized, this 
percentage will even go lower, far from satis- 
fying the 70 percent requirement stated in the 
Epira. 


anchored on the idea that of all 
the influences affecting our 
health and well-being, it is the 
food we eat and the physical 
activity we engage that are ba- 
sic and so essential,” Kraft 
Foods Philippines 
Tiongson said in a 
speech during PAN's annual 
gathering. 
PAN nutrition advocates have 


xu 


— M 


also called on local government 
officials and concerned agen- 
cies to intensify and sustain im- 
plementation efforts on nutri- 
tional improvement at the 
barangay level where malnutri- 
tion program implementation, 
nutritional improvement has 
been slow among Filipino 
households, particularly among 
infants and young children, 


pregnant and lactating women. 
Widespread malnutrition and 
micronutrient deficiencies re- 
main to bea big challenge in the 
country. 

1n 2003, a PAN study showed 
there are 57 out of 100 house- 
holds that are still below 100 
percent of their dietary energy 
requirement; 28 out of 100 chil- 
dren aged 0-5 years are under- 


weight while 
to chronic 


are wasted in 
malnutrition. 
president 


vates the mal 
with about 2 


Nissan’s value-added treats 
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Ives you the chance to own an X-TRAIL, Sentra, 
Cefiro or Serena in ihe easiest way yet! 
Time to turn the tables around on high acquisition 
costs with these excellent perks designed to 
make owning the Nissan of your choice easier and 
more affordable. 
Plus! Get 8 wonderful freebies when you purchase 
the Nissan of your choice! Hurry, this offer won't last 
long--only until January 31, 2006! Rush to your nearest Nissan 


dealer now! 


* Р low downpayment apples to any variant of Nissan X-TRAIL 20L 4c variant ony. Ask the actual downpayment for other models Actual 
ta the Nissan Sentra GX only. Other special financing rates avalalle for the Nissan X-TRAIL, Cefin and Serena. Ask your dealer for detalis. 


0-5 years are underheight due 


five to six children in every 100 
nomic situation further aggra- 


unable to buy food to meet their 
nutritional requirements and 


30 out of 100 aged other basic needs. 

Overweight and obesity are al- 
so prevalent in the country af- 
fecting a significant proportion 
of children, adolescents and 
adults, which predispose them to 
certain nutrition and health 
risks. This is evident in the risi 
trend in the prevalence of di 
eases of the heart and the vascu- 
lar system. 


malnutrition; and 


body due to sevére 
The present eco- 


nutrition problem 
8 million Filipinos 
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ownpayment* 
fof the Nissan X-TRAIL! 


6K low monthly * 


for the Nissan Sentra! 


8 different 


freebies all yours: 


1. Free Periodic Maintenance Service 
for 1000, 2000, 5,000 & 10,000 kms. 

2. Free LTO registration for the first year 

8. Free fabric seat protectors 

4. Free floor carpet shields 

5. Free full window tint 

6. Free Nissan windshield sunshade 

7. Free genuine Nissan headgear 

В. Free genuine Nissan Premium pen 

ALL TOTALLING OVER P10,000.00!!! 


lebrate 
issan Dealers Се 
Vines New Year Early! 


2 
VISIT YOUR FAVORITE NISSAN 
oe , dealer on January 14-15 and 
20-21 to get your own red 
envelope. Get a chance to 
get discount coupons and 
ather special prizes! 


down payment wil vary per model. "Special low monthly rate apples 
Freebies are val only for every vehicle purchase. Please rafer to your 


dealer for details. М financing packages are subject e banik approval. Vehicle shown in picture is the Nissan X-TRAIL 25-ter 250X. Per DTHRegion IV Port No. 01-008, Seres of 2006 
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Nissan Gallery Ortigas 
843-3316 10 23 % 812-7701 / 7743/7782 


636-6088 Ф Fax: 633-2543 


‘Nissan Manila Inc. Nissan North EDSA Balir 


252-8666 Ф 251-9066 / 9060 to 63 


Nissan U.N. Ave. Manila 
400-1020 12177 1 1522 * 404-2438. 


NISSAN MOTOR 
PHILIPPINES INC. 


www.nissan.com.ph 


Nissan Commonwealth 
932-0428 ¢ 932-4001 4 Fax: 931 


Nissan Gallery Quezon Ave. 
731-5308 + 711-6486 © Fas: 740-3066 


Nissan Shaw Genter 
722-7876 1 7876 


330-5331 * 361-9995 Ф 455-8980 


NISSAN 


Nissan Westgate Alabang 
772-1828 to 30 $ 775-0239 Рак. 772-1877 


Nissan Southwoods 
(046) 430-1883 + (046) 241-3040 + 690-2400. 


intawak 


Royce Motors 
Саал. (044) 403-3988 3 600-5208 
Pampanga: (045) 961-7773 / 7774 
Sanlogo.(078)682-8701 / 6707 
"Togegorao: (078) 844-2523 Ф 846-2529 
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Foreign banks are not attracting top lady execs 


LONDON—INVESTMENTBANKS should Ье ringing alarm bells find better ways to attract and their own termsanddon’thaveto do with labels such as “ball-break works have also sprung up in the 
could find themselves scrambling when cast against the trend in keep women employees. accept anything that even smells er" or "ice maiden.” Dresdner City of London financial hub, in- 
for top graduate talent in as little university graduates. “Моге than 50 percent of grad- like a grudging invitation to the would not comment on the case it cluding organizations such as 
as a decade if they dont ditch the Мапу investment banks are uates in this country are women members lounge. is contesting and many banks are Women in Banking and Finance 
таео behavior and make ben. taking action because they realize and in 10 years time some staris- “Women have more choice makinganeffortwocrack down on and The City Women's Chuh. 
ing careers more atactive to thetwomen now makeup atleast tics suggest that if the trend con- now. There are highly educated offensive behaviour and introduce "We see how much work is ber 
high-flying women. SO percent of graduates with tinues, women will be in the ma- women in finance. If the culture programmes to attract and retain img done to attract women, but 
поет sexism suit—this time higher education and the trend is jority, say 60-65 percent,” Alvani- doesn't suit them they can move women. working on the industry's image 
a $1.4 billion sex discrimination heading upward. Another rend takis-Guely said. оп,” said Stone, whose company Morgan Stanley fired fourem- should be the next big thing for 
tase against Dresdner Kleinwort to take note of is the number of Glenda Stone, whose company runs: Where Women Want to ployees recently after they ас any recruitment department, 
Wesce by six women com- women executives who have Aurora promotes women’s work. Work, a website for women to re- companied at least one clientto a said Pandora Omaset, chair of 
Wing of prostitutes and strip- smashed the glass ceiling and no place interests, said the overall search careers and employers. strip dancing club, It and other Women in Banking and Finance, 
pers—has hit the headlines. longer accept second best. perception of banking is thatitis Even common parlance about banks such as Citigroup, Gold- who works at JP Morgan Chase. 
‘The accusations that female Pascale Alvanitakis-Guely, а stillan old boys club. banking has a macho tone. man Sachs, JP Morgan and Despite these efforts women 
bankers are harassed. belitledby managing director at top US in- But she said top women execu- Successful male bankers have Lehman Brothers operate net- say the banking world still suffers 
male colleagues, excluded from vestment bank Lehman Brothers, tives have become so welbedu- been nicknamed “masters of the works and mentoring pro- from a dearth of opportunities to 
client events and passed over for said the result of these trends is cated, experienced and in de- universe” or “big swinging dicks,” grammes for female staff. network, plan careers or just feel 
promotion are not пем. Bue they that banks will suffer ifthey dont mand that they can command while hard-driving women make — Industrywide women's net- like they belong. Reuters 


This February 
from Prestige Cars BMW. Only from 


Prestige Cars BMW Makati 


At Prestige Cars BMW Makati, let your affection 
lead you to confections, and Sheer Driving 
Pleasure. From January 2 to February 15, 
2006 all buyers of BMW automobiles will 
receive special Valentine boxes of world 
renowned Swiss Teuscher chocolates - 
available only in the Philippines with your 
purchase of a BMW vehicle from Prestige. 
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Prestige Cars BMW 2324 Pasong Tamo Extension, Макан Cty * Tet. (82) 92 8127 029-4 PerDTI-NCR Permit No, A1-1085 Sers of 2005 


Now, it’ 'seasier for you to own a 1 house! 


"FIXED INTEREST RATES* 
1st year only 9.75% р.а. 


y 2 10.50% p.a. 
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* Rates are valid for applications received 
from January 1 to February 15, 2006 only. 
| For more inquiries, please call or 
d visit any of cur China Bank branches ее fiers for detalls, 
or e-mail us at homeplus@chinabank ph Ber DING Permit Но, 7359. Series of 200$. 
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SILKY-SMOOTH. 


LEA sings "On My Own” at Merk’s Bar Bistro 
presscon: No more singing after the baby 
arrives. 


By Amadis Ma. Guerrero 
Contributor 


ND SO THE MUSICAL BUZZ THESE 
days is the upcoming concert of oper- 
atic tenor Otoniel Gonzaga, a major 

performer on the international concert scene, 

and Lea Salonga, the celebrated singing ac- 
tress. 

This will be held at the Cultural Center of 
the Philippines on Jan. 25, with Julian Quirit 
conducting the Philippine Philharmonic Or- 
chestra. 

Guest performers include our foremost so- 
prano Rachelle Gerodias (Italy-bound and 
will join the Thomasian cast of "Le Nozze di 
Figaro” in a farewell performance at the CCP 


оп Jan. 22), and mean baritone Noel Azcona. 

Most music lovers are excited about the 
event, but there are a few who look at the 
pairing of two outstanding but different tal- 
ents askance. Aren't they, they ask, a musical 
odd couple? 

The question was put to the panel of musi- 
cal stars, headed by Salonga (five months 
pregnant) herself, at a recent press confer 
ence at Merk’s Bar Bistro in Greenbelt, 
Makati. 

“This has been done before,” noted Salon- 
ga. "There's Pavarotti and Friends. There have 
been musical marriages. You just pick the 
right material, the right people... So keep an 
open mind. You never know what the music 
will be until you hear it. But there might have 
to be vocal adjustments." 
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National Artist race heats up 


By Gino Dormiendo 
Contributor 


THE COUNCIL OF PEERS EARLY THIS YEAR 
had its hands full when it formally convened 
to decide on the most deserving nominees for 
National Artist honors. 

The visual arts, as expected, was 
a fiercely contested battlefield, 
with more than a dozen nominees. 
There were the perennials—Dios- 
dado Lorenzo, Larry Alcala, Fran- 
cisco V. Coching—who might ulti- 
mately have to be dropped from 
the list if the revised ruling on 
posthumous honors (artists who 
passed away more than 10 years 
ago would no longer be eligible) were to be 
enforced to the letter. 

‘The battle was more intense among those 
who were still alive and kicking—and in fight- 
ing form. Such renowned sculptors as Ed Cas- 
trillo and Ramon Orlina, painters like Bencab, 
Araceli Limcaco-Dans, Raul Isidro, Charito Bi 
tanga, and even perhaps Angel Cacnio were 
at center stage. 

Castrillo, who was reportedly in sick bay, 
had the full backing of the Art Association of 
the Philippines, which nominated him. Orlina 
had the support of another artists’ founda- 
tion, and Dans was likewise a strong con- 
tender, evident in the coffee-table book that 
documented her life and times. 

‘Two more names were most likely to 
emerge in the deliberations: Federico Alcuaz 
and Malang. 

Alcuaz had long been a nominee and a re- 
cently published tome on the artist further 
sealed his credentials. Malang, who is openly 
adversarial in his stance on the selection pro- 
cess, would most likely find himself nominat- 
ed by his staunchest supporters. 

But, given the prevailing temper and taste 
of the jurors who made up the Council of 
Peers—those who were unduly picked by 
fate (drawing of lots) and who would be 
tasked to represent their peers in the crucial 
closed-door deliberations (they had to be 
elected by their peers)—those most likely to 
become National Artists would have to be 
kept in utmost secrecy until the moment of 
reckoning, 


Cinco comes to his own 

Atlong last, a Filipino artist is reaping what 
he has sown, 

Though a virtual newcomer on the art 
scene, Florence Cinco emerged as a double 
winner in the 2005 Art Association of the 
Philippines (AAP) Annual. His work, "One," 
was awarded first prize in the mixed-media 
category, beating nearly a hundred pieces that 
were submitted. His entry "Nirguna Force” 
was honorable mention in an equally compet- 
itive sculpture category. 

Cinco, who hails from Calbayog City in 
Western Samar, seriously pursued art only 
during the last couple of years, specializing in 
relief paintings from recycled materials such 
as brass and iron, and a variety of nuts and 
bolts salvaged from junk shops. 

‘A representative work in mixed media he 
entered in the 2004 Metrobank Art Competi- 
tion won first prize, a feat that spurred him to 
become a full-time artist. 

кашу last year, Cinco mounted his ist sel 


Malang 
have been 


nominated 


show at The Big & Small Art Co. Here, his 
style using recycled mixed media became 
even more distinetive, though many of the 
pieces were admittedly small, even minus- 
cule, considering the artist's expansive treat- 
ment of his cosmic universe. 

A loyal disciple of Hare Krishna, 


Alcuaz and cinco practices what his group 


preaches. He subscribes to a strict 
vegetarian diet, does yoga daily, 
and adheres to a spiritual lifestyle 
‘while in pursuit of artistic ends. 
Cinco worked on his AAP entry 
to articulate his thoughts on the 
essence of oneness, a holistic be- 
lief in the union of body, mind and 
spirit. The image of a seemingly 
infinitesimal gray grid laced with circular 
knobs easily grabs one's attention. On closer 
viewing, the technique of multiplicity in the 
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Power Impact Back to Back Presentation 
ter Tandem: Vernon & Valerie Tapalla| 
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OTONIEL Gonzaga 
inactionina 
European opera 


SOPRANO Rachelle 
Gerodias, Lea 
Salongaand 
conductor Julian 
Quirit. He says 
conducting Salonga 
and Gonzagais like 
driving a Ferrari and 
Rolls Royce for the 
first time. 


Rolando Gonzaga, representing his father 
Otoniel (who is still performing in Canada), 
said that “this is a celebration of music, not 
opera or Broadway, just ignore it [these mis- 
givings]. 1 think its a little close-minded to 
think that way. I'm excited about the concert. I 
think it's going to be beautiful.” 

Music director Quirit declared that “music 
is music.” Speaking metaphorically, he 
likened himself to a "driver" of acalesa who is 
now driving a Rolls-Royce (presumably Gon- 
zaga) and a Ferrari (Salonga, no doubt). 

“1 will drive these wonderful people tq:.4 
[their destination,]” he added. 

Soprano Gerodias said that with this con- 
cert, "you will be able to tell the difference in 
their styles. One is not superior to the other, 
just different. It will be educational, a mix of 
opera and Broadway.” 

So there. Thats the rejoinder to you, 
doubting Thomases. 


Catch today’s hottest 
‘alternative band ıı 
as they promote 4 
their latest album, 2 

"panoroma". 
under Sony BMG 
records. 
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LaserLight Hair Removal now offers 2596 
DISCOUNT on all body areas where you 
want to be totally sexy-smooth and hair- 
free - forever! Avail of this promo until 
January 21, 2006" only and you'll love your 
ibble-free underarms, upper lip, legs and. 

ini lines! Call Facial Care Centre NOW!) 


CALL 892-SKIN (7546) 


MAKATI ORTIGAS TOMAS MORATO 


BINONDO ALABANG SHAW 


Where Beautiful Skin Happens 


CONGRESSIONAL 


CEBU (233-7631) 


PAMPANGA (961-3404) 


DESCARTES’ 


[i AMIR D; ACZEL 
DESCARTES’ SECRET NOTEBOOK” BY 

| Amir D. Aczel is a nonfiction book about the 
great philosopher's alleged secret notebook. 
Gottfried Leibniz, а great mathematician, 
had reportedly searched forthe notebook 
and found it in the possession of Claude. 
Clerselier. But Leibniz was allowed to copy 
only a couple of pages, which, amazingly, he. 
‘deciphered on the spot. His hastily scribbled 
notes are all we have today of Descartes" 
notebook. 


STEPHEN 
HAWKING 


Miggiinow 


A BRIEFER 
HISTORY 
OF TIME 


“A Briefer History of Time" by Stephen 
Hawking is a friendlier version of Hawking’s 
Worldwide bestseller “A Brief History of 
Time," a landmark in sclentific literature. In 
the new book, the author makes scientific 
‘concepts such as relativity and quantum 
“theory more accessible to nonscientists. 


SE ED‏ ر 


Tomas MOWING 


ik 
2 їп “Masterplecos: The Curator's Game," 
Thomas Hoving introduces us to the chal- 
: lenge and fun of recognizing art by adapting 
‘an imaginative exercise among curators: 
identifying details of larger museum mas- 
erpiecos. In this book, 215 visual de- 
alls—each accompanied by a bref verbal 
glue require readers to examine art with a 
eurators eye. Some details are instantly rec- 
3 ognizabie, while others wil send readers 
“hunting trom which paintings were they de- 
‘rived. In the end, readers wil be rewarded 
"with a familiarity of the great works. The key 
is looking very carefully. 


m.COLOSSAL BOOK 
„SHORT PUZZLES 
an PROBLEMS 


ге wm 


MARTIN GARDNER 
“The Colossal Book of Short Puzzles and 
Problems" gathers the columns for over 25 
years of Martin Gardner in the Scientific 
‘American, The columns challenged thou- 
sands of readers by distilling complicated 
‘mathematical concepts Into puzzles that en- 
ticed both novices and experts. Now for the 
first time, Gardner's puzzles are gathered In 
book form. Arranged by subject (algebra, 
‘geometry, logic, wordplay) from easiest to 
hardest, this ls an indispensable book to all 
those who enjoy a good brainteaser. 


The books are avallable at National Book 
Storo. 
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Ramirez at Waterfront, social realists at 


GALERIE Y presents Fred Ramirez's "Shad- 
ows in Red" at the lobby of the Waterfront 
Hotel and Casino, Lahug, Cebu City. Ramirez 
specializes In abstracts and is known for his 
"Cosmic" series, which depicts the energies 
of the cosmos and his vision of the universe. 
The exhibit runs until Jan. 22. 


UP, Malang at West, 
ay 


‘SOCIAL realists will mount an exhibit of 
graphic designs, "Isyu," at the Faculty Cen- 
ter of the University of the Philippines in 
Diliman, QC, Jan. 16-28, The works to be 
exhibited are mostly editorial cartoons 
done by Neil Doloricon, Benjo Laygo and 
José Тепсе Ruiz, collected through years 
of working with various dailies. Other 
artists are Boy Dominguez, Ed Coronel, 
Egal Fernandez, Biboy Delotavo, Adi Baens. 
Santos, Ato Habulan and Ed Manalo. 


MALANG is celebrating his 78th birthday 
with an art exhibit at the Art Center of SM 
Megamall on Jan. 20. The show is curated 
by West Gallery. 


AVELLANA Art Gallery kicks off the new 
year with three separate exhibits that open 
today. In "One Third," Allan Cosio ro- 
mances the endless seasonal shifts ina 
meditative abstract mood which evokes 
the serenity of а Chinese print. Ferdinand 
Doctolero's "Liwaliw: Glance on Urban Col- 
ors” portrays sweeping panoramas of ur- 
ban landscape characterized by nervous 
energy and exuberant colors. Jesus 
Bermudezs "Flowers Are Forever," cap- 
tures the transience of natural objects in 
wood carvings that have a deep affiliation 
with folkloric art. The newly renovated 
gallery opens at 10 a.m. There will be а re- 
‘ception with the artists at 6:30 p.m. Avel- 
lana Art Gallery is at A-19, 2680 ЕВ. Harri- 
son St, Pasay City (fronting Gideon 
Academy). Call 8338357. 


WEST Gallery presents the group show 
"Works Under the Sun," Jan. 17-Feb. 4. The 


ARTIST-AUTHOR Tam P. Austria greets the Tanay artists during the launch of 
“Mga Kulay ng Tanay 2006 Calendar" in honor of the late Martin Catolos, 
Austria, a founder and former president of the Tanay Artists’ Group, is welcomed 
by organizers of the Kah Ante Workshop. Also in photo: Mary Divine Austria, Nini 
Arabit, Modesto Catolos, Arrot Catolos, Mercedes Timtiman, Cris Reyes and Rey 


Gomez. 


exhibit features the new works in acrylic and 
a collaborative mixed-media installation by 
‘Aba Lluch Dalena, Patrick de Veyra, Jemina. 
Reyes, Via багсейапо Lobrin and Cynthia 
Alexander. West Gallery, now part of the new 
Магу Santos Artcade, is at 48 West Ave., QC. 
Сай 4110336/9221 


AUSTRALIAN Mark Shellshear presents 
"A Journey through Colors 
and Impressions," at Ilustra- 
бо Restaurant across the 
courtyard of Silahis Center, 
744 Gen. Luna St, Intramuros, Manila. 
Shellshear presents his colorful impres- 
sions on canvas depicting his observations 
оп Philippine market scenes. Call 

5272113. 


‘THE BIG & Small Ап Co. is presenting a 
‘one-man exhibit by Pedro Garcia I until to- 
morrow. With a new palette of colors, each 
piece by Garcia is a mirage of subdued tones 
and subliminal shading. Call 6877425. 


VISUAL ARTS 


FERNANDO Sena presents an exhibit of 
his landscapes and still lifes until Jan. 21, 
at the Art Gallery of the Philippine Heart 
Center, East Avenue, QC. 


THE FERNANDO B. Sena Art Workshop 
presents a group exhibit until Jan. 26, at 
the Triumph Building (between Hi-Tops 
‘Supermarket and International Exchange 
Bank, Quezon Ave., ОС). 
Participating artists are 
Gigi Lim, Solomon Lalo, 
Beth Concepcion, Mila 
Rosales, Celine Constante, lan Lim, 
Crisanta de Guzman, Barbi Young, Evelyn 
Martinez, Suzette Yu, Emerlinda Pallatao 
and Camille Chua. 


"JAVADELIC, an exhibit by Judy Razon. 
and Digo Riclo, features digital pho- 
tographs inspired by coffee and travel. The 
exhibit runs until Feb. 14, at the Penguin 
Café and Gallery, 604 Remedios St. cor. J. 
Bocobo St., near Remedios Circle, Malate. 


Cosio et al at Avellana 


E.R. TAGLE presents his recent works in 
“Celebration of Life,” featuring the Mother. 
and Child and other figurative works. The 
exhibit opens on Jan. 16, 5 p.m., atthe S/L 
Walter Mart, Arnaiz cor. Chino Roces 
Aves., Makati, Call 8112432, 8996356 or 
0927-5522288. 


‘THE ALCOVE Photo Gallery presents “The 
Tum of the Century: Filipinas Circa 1890- 
1910." The exhibit features a collection of 
photographs that strikingly capture Ме in 
many aspects during the colonial period and 
the beginning of the Philippine Republic. The 
exhibit will run Jan. 17-31. Alcove is in Flip 
inas Heritage Library, Makati Avenue. The 
photographs are taken from the Retrato Pho- 
to Gallery; copies forsale, Сай 8921801. 


BENJIE Cabangis presents his new 
abstracts and collages in “New 
Paintings and a Selection of Small 
Collages” at Mag:Net Gallery ABS, The 
Loop, ELJ Communications Center, 

vez St, QC, Jan. 17-28. Aboveis 

ime Frame," acrylic collage. 


Art that's forever young 


By Constantino C. Tejero 


LLAN COSIO IS ONE OF THE 
A=: important artists of his 

generation (not only is he into 
painting but also into sculpture and 
tapestry) yet he is not about to rest on 
his laurels. That is, he appears loath to 
repeat himself. 

‘Active on the art scene since the 
mid-1970s, Cosio is still producing 
genre pieces such as portraits, nudes 
and landscapes. Already in his mid- 
60s, he is still exploring the basics of 
line and structure, form and color. Yet 
every exhibit of his is characterized by 
newness. 

Cosio has straddled art movements 
and styles from Op Art to Abstract Ex- 
pressionism, from representational to 
illusionist. A clear polarity is his portrai- 
ture and abstraction. 

Ina recent exhibit, the classic nude 
became new with his distortion of the 
figure and drenching it with a prepon- 
derance of red until the pieces turned 
expressionistic. Now in his rendering 
of landscape (a continuation of his ex- 
ploration a few years ago), he is con- 
juring a whole generation of Impres- 
‘sionists and some Postimpressionist 

Cosio's large-scale pieces in acrylic 
on canvas (mostly 5 ft x 8 ft), in an ex- 
hibit simply titled “Paintings,” were re- 
cently displayed at Le Soufflé on Amor- 
solo Drive, Rockwell Center, Makati 
City. 

The pieces have poetic lines for titles: 


National Artist Ба 
race heats up 


From page CI 


image pulls off visual interjections, largely 
with the help of drippings coming from a mid- 
dle bolt. 

Though its attempt to elicit visual pun is 
contrived, the painting is, however, redeemed 
by its audacious, truly inventive spirit and es- 
pecially by its resonant and deeply felt philo- 
sophical discourse, 

In the sculpture category, where judging 
was perhaps not at par with that in mixed-me- 
dia, Cinco had a trio of identical free-stand- 
ing, iron-clad figures strung and conjoined in 
a circle, Even more eye-catching than the top 
winners in this category, the enigmatic sculp- 
ture had its lids empty and its legs firm on the 
ground, 

The work was, like Cinco's mixed media 
entry, witty and inventive, and perhaps 
missed only a crucial point to get to the Top 3. 

Coincidentally Cinco held his second solo 
show, “Microvita,” on Boracay. He was invited 
by his sponsor, the Planet Gallery and Funi- 
ture Shop, to stay for the duration of the 
show. 

With a number of commissions to be com- 
pleted in the resort, Cinco is the portrait of the 


“Lovely Flowers, Pray" "Now in Joy and 
Sorrow,” “Softly Sighs the Voice of 
Evening,” “Neer Could There Be,” 
"When Joyous Thoughts." 

While Cosio's technique in his previ- 
ош landscapes resembled Gustav 
limes rendering of the landscapes of 
his lakeside vacation place—the canvas 
clogged with points of light and dots of 
olor, flattened figures, and without 
perspective—this time the dots occupy 
only the sides and borders of the can- 
vas, thus allowing some perspective 
and showing the spatial relation of sky 
and blossoms. 

While before Cosio's leaves, trees, 
flowers, river or snow burst in a rich 
tapestry of brilliant hues, now he has 


m 


"LOVELY Flowers, Pray" 


limited his color harmonies in each 
piece. 

In the warm harmony of "Lovely 
Flowers, Pray,” a plane of brilliant red is 
dotted with yellow-ochre, making the 
whole look like Chinese silk with floral 
prints. 

In "Now in Joy and Sorrow,” the sky 
is a reddish wash against which are dot- 
ted the multicolor berries or flowerets 
of a bush, making it appear like water- 
color on paper. 

But often, the canvas is just washed 
with a cool harmony then dotted with a 
darker tonality of these same colors, 
rendering the piece as near- 
monochrome. 

While in Cosio's previous landscapes 


painting competition 


emerging artist who lives his art and subsists 
on it, his veritable bread and butter, 

His life guided by New Age spirituality, Cin- 
co is obviously in no hurry to attain his goals, 
and that accounts for his well-articulated im- 
ages of the universe. 


E-mail author at gdormiendo@yahoo.com 


branch at The Gallery, Creek- 
side, Makati Ci 

‘The competition is one of 
the activities lined up by the 
gallery to mark its 20th an- 
niversary this year, said steer- 
ing committee chair Karen 
 Gandamra. 

Al Filipino citizens and for- 
eign nationals who are perma- 
ment residents of the Philip- 
pines aged 15 onward may join 
the competition, which has 
two categories—open and stu- 
dent. Those below 21 will au- 
tomatically be entered in the 
student category. 

Artists who have won major 
prizes in major local and inter- 
national art competitions are 
not eligible to join. 

Finalists will be chosen for 
each of the categories. 

"The grand-prize winner ofthe 
open category will receive 
75,000 (inclusive of a P15,000 


“NE'ER Could There Be” 


the dense application of hues betrayed 
an expressionistic tendency peeking 
out of an impressionistic veneer, here in 
these new landscapes the color planes 
and washes demonstrate a lightness of 
touch, 

Finally, while in his previous land- 
scapes Cosio obviously used Western 
technique (the repeated strokes of 
Monet, the pointillism of Signac, the 
dots-clogged canvas of Klimt, the 
painterly energy of Van Gogh)—now 
his landscapes clearly allude to Oriental 
painting. 

‘This is art that looks young, there- 
fore, joyous. The artist may render a 
pile of snow and we'd still be seeing 
springtime. 


Gallery holds art contest 


ENTRY FORMS FOR THE 2006 

spon- 
sored by Galerie Andrea are 
now available at its main office 
їп Intramuros, Manila, and its 


gift certificate бот Daler- 
Rowney of England, Europe's 
leading manufacturer and dis- 
tsibutor of professional-quality 
art materials and supplies). The. 
grand-prize winner in the stu- 
dent category will receive 
P50,000 in cash and gifts. 

The other finalists in the 
open category will receive 
25,000 each, and in the stu- 
dent category, P15,000 each. 

Senior artists and art critics 
will make up the board of 
Judges. 

Entries are required to be in 
professional-quality oil, 
acrylic, watercolor, gouache, 
pastel, chareoal, ink or pencil, 

"We make this requirement 
because one of our objectives 
in sponsoring this competition 
is to motivate local artists to 
use professional-quality art 
materials," Gandamra said. 

She said many art collectors 
had been left with artworks 
that peeled, cracked, faded, ог 
otherwise disintegrated only a 
few years after purchase. 

For inquiries, call 5274089, 
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Tips on making 2006 
a lucky year in Mr. & Ms 


MR. & MS, “THE SUPER-MONTHLY 
of the Body, Mind and Spirit,” cele- 
brates the Year of the Dog with arti- 
es on positive thinking, acupunc- 
ture, vegetarianism, coconut oil and 
astrology. 

"By reading the positions and re- 
lationships of the signs and the 
planets in the charts, the astrologer 
deduces the diseases that the sub- 
ject is prone to and the probable 
causes of sickness,” writes Jamal 
Abbas, a student of the esoteric, in 
his artide, "Astrology and Health." 

‘On acupuncture, Rodrigo Ong, а 
doctor of medicine who has treated 
athletes, sports enthusiasts and pro- 
fessors, notes: "There is evidence in 
the West that acupuncture stimu- 
lates the central nervous system 
and the brain. It triggers the body's 
healing mechanisms." 

As for vegetarianism, did you 
know that going on a no-meat diet 
might cause an imbalance in the 
body's nutritional needs? Leam 
more about the topic. 

Other articles are on yoga, sensu- 
al massage, prenatal massage, ac- 
tress Vina Morales’ secrets to stay- 
ing fit, charms and crystals, anorex- 
ia nervosa, and a bed that heals. 

Cover models Richard Gomez 
and Lucy Torres-Gomez, with 
daughter Julianna, share their in- 


БТ 


з 


sights оп how to create a tim 
physique... and how to make a rela- 
tionship work. 

Jaime Licauco discusses "nega- 
tive spirits" that may cause financial 
ruin and ill health. Mariel Francisco 
writes about revisited past lives. Ai- 
da Sevilla Mendoza's “Mystical Mo- 
toring” column tells of a mysterious 
floating motorbike. 

Tingting Cojuangco, reveals the 
origins of talismans. Alice Villadol- 
ids “Irresistible Missionary Spirit” 
tells of the author's desire to serve 
God. 
Resident psychic, Conchita Cal- 
ma Ubaldo, or Madame Annie, 
gives some tips to bring in good luck 
this 2006. 


THE 


AMADIS Ma. 
Guerrero’s latest travel 
book, “The Archipelago 

Sanctuaries,” will be 
launched Jan. 19, at the 

Rizal Tower, GF, 
Function Room Terrace, 
Rockwell Center, 
Makati City, The author. 
focuses on the country’s 
Protected Areas, 
sanctuaries, landmarks 
and leading resorts. 
Ecodestinations 
covered rangefrom | 
SagadatoMarawi. P4 


ARCHIPEL 
SANCTUA. 
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Integrating heritage with development policy 


Firstoftwo parts 


AWARENESS AND COOPERATION ARE 
most important considerations when initiat- 
ing a legal framework that successfully inte- 
grates architectural heritage with develop- 
ment policies 

All sectors, public and private, must be 
aware of the particular architectural heritage 
of the city and their joint responsibility to con- 
serve it. They must be aware of the uniqueness 
of their heritage, of the benefits conservation 
will bring to the people and to their city. 

Most important, both sectors must have the 
same clear picture of how the integration of 
the new with the old can be achieved. 

Cooperation comes hand in 
hand with awareness. Conserva- 
tion of heritage and national de- 
velopment are primarily for the 
benefit of the people. They im- 
prove the quality of life. 

Therefore, to achieve them, 

еге must be joint participation of 
the public and private sectors. 

It does not really matter 
whether government or stakehold- 
ers initiate the development pro- 
gram. What matters is that the 
stakeholders are involved in the 
program to the point of assuming 
"ownership," thus assuring their 
commitment and participation to- 
ward the success of the program. 

In many foreign examples, government. 
initiated programs implemented without 
stakeholder participation have largely been 
failures. Conservation programs by the City of 
Manila and the Intramuros Administration 
are perfect examples. 

For an overview of the heritage that is to be 
conserved, we should look at its total scope. 
Heritage consists of tangible and intangible 
manifestations that express the individuality 
ofa culture. 

Tangible expressions are architecture, town- 
scapes, cityscapes, painting, sculpture and tra 
ditional craft. Intangible expressions are mu- 
sic, dance, literature, cuisine and much more. 

‘After considering the total range of the t 
gible and intangible, we see that cultural her- 
itage defines the unique qualities of a people, 
giving them an identity that sets them apart in 
today's globalized world. 

The architecture and urbanscapes are sim- 
ply one part of the entire cultural heritage pic- 
ture—the spaces where cultural activities 
take place. However, neither heritage nor ar- 
chitecture exists in a vacuum. They are part of 
human life. 
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Therefore, we should ideally plan on con- 
serving architectural heritage, including the 
other tangible and intangible aspects that 
take place within the architectural envelope. 
We are conserving the total heritage picture, 


Identity 

What would the Philippines be without its 
language, music, dance, sculpture, cuisine 
and other facets of its culture? Its heritage is 
what gives the country an identity. Without it, 
the Philippines could easily be mistaken for 
any other country in the world. 

To keep the Philippines standing out as 
unique among other cultures existing in the 

world today, itis therefore essen- 
tial to conserve all aspects of its 
heritage, not only the architectural 
and urban, as part of a national de- 
velopment strategy that sees the 
importance of total heritage pic- 
ture to establish a national image. 

Conservation of heritage is es- 
sential in nation-building 

In nation-building, we are con- 
cerned with the hardware, with the 
measurable. We tally GNP currency 
reserves, kilometers of new high- 
ways, increased electrical power 
supply, new airports, number of 
tourist arrivals, hotels, and so on. 

However, to make the gains from 
improved hardware relevant, they 
must result in improving the life of the people. 
Which is where the software takes over. 

Software is psychic, not measurable. It con- 
sists of inputs resulting in an improved quali- 
ty of life—comfortable cities, vibrant enter- 
tainment, museums that excite people, festi- 
vals and other aspects that make life more 
pleasant for everyone. After all, what good is 
achieving all the hardware if life remains the 
same? 

In most cities today, many do not like old 
buildings. They prefer to replace them with 
new structures. A popular belief exists around 
the globe that we must destroy the past to 
move forward, that the past symbolizes an era. 
of darkness, of ignorance, poverty and op- 
pression. 

‘That rationale justifies the continued de- 
struction of what remains of the fragile archi- 
tectural heritage in many cities. 

‘The new buildings built on the debris of the 
old are seen to be symbols of having stepped 
ош of the Dark Ages into the 21st century 
‘They are the shining skyscrapers of progress, 
bur not necessarily architecture as good as 
what they replaced. 

Today people realize that skyscrapers are 


{ALUSTRATION: ANTHONY MSTADES 


mot really the signs of progress as once 
thought. Hong Kong and Singapore relent- 
lessly built skyscraper after skyscraper over 
the skeletons of their heritage buildings. | 

After a few decades of construction, they 
realized that memory had been erased from 
their cities that local residents were looking 
to revive their connections with the past, and 
that the special identity of their cities was 
close to disappearing. 

То correct the situation, the Urban Redevel- 
opment Authority of Singapore identified 
heritage neighborhoods, set guidelines for 
their conservation. It either purchased blocks 
of houses for conservation by the Ura or of- 
fered assistance to private property-owners 
‘who wished to conserve their houses. 

The lesson to learn from Singapore is that 
the legislation did not focus on single, stand- 
alone heritage properties, but instead on gon- 
serving groups of houses or entire neighBor- 
hood settings. 

Setting gives more relevance to conserving 
architectural heritage. It encourages a contin- 
uation of the living patterns that may have ex- 
isted within the neighborhood. 


Tobe continued 
E-mail the author at afvillalon@hotmail.com 
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‘ONCE on This 
Island' returns 


D4 


By Gibbs Cadiz 

F IT IS TRUE, AS SONTAG ET 
I al have put it, that camp is both 
the negation of feeling and the 
affirmation of artifice, then the 
Metropolitan Theater Guild's on- 
going presentation of “Romeo and 
Juliet” at the AFP Theater might be 
said to outclass the nightly displays 
of camp in places like Club Mwah 
or the old Film Center, hands 
down. 

‘All unintentional, of course. This is Shake- 
speare, afterall, the Grand Pasha of high art, 
the performance of whose works is meant to 
bestow gilded seriousness to any upstart the- 
ater troupe. The Bard as a campy object? “Ac- 
cursed, unhappy, wretched, hateful dayl," as 
Julie's mother would lament. 

Well, that day has come, and what an expe- 
rience itis to stagger out of the theater at the 
close of a reportedly P17 million production 
and find yourself muttering, “What was 
that?” 


Woeful day 

Met's splashy debut production of “A Mid- 
summer Night's Dream” in 2004 never cued 
us to this woeful day. That rollicking gambol 
in Baz Luhrmann- 
Bollywood dec 
struction, inge- 
niously directed by 
Ricardo Abad, took 
Shakespeare's most 
whimsical play and 
dressed it up in all 
the right places. As 
well as announcing 
the birth of an auda- 
cious new theater 
company, it also 
made Shakespeare 
hip and fun enough 
for young audi- 
ences. 
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"Romeo and Juliet" is resounding (and ex- 
pensive) proof that hipness can only go so far. 
Abad's “contemporizing” of the immortal play 
оп young love is wearisome rather than in- 
spiring, tedious instead of rapturous, and it 
all comes down to the baffling decision to 
hack Shakespeare's words to their barest 
while playing up the glitzy stage effects and 
wuzzy pop touches 

You're off to have your spirit soar with 
Romeo's "But soft! What light through yonder 
window breaks?" soliloquy? Forget it. Only 
the first two or three lines escape the lips of 
Yan Yuzon, who plays an agile but curiously 
inert Romeo. Other long passages have given 
way to brief excerpts, as if the world’s greatest. 
playwright were writing punchlines instead 
of dramatic poetry. 

Good if such revisions resulted in language 
equal to or at least evocative of Shakespeare. 
But consider this. When Juliet’s mother dis- 
covers her daughter in death-like stupor, she 
shrieks, “Oh me, oh my! My child!” 

Shakespeare? No, the original lines are “О 
me, О me! My child!"—archaic but certainly 
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The Metropolitan Theater 
Guild’s production of 
Shakespeare’s play on 
young love is resounding 
(and expensive) proof 
that hipness can only 


go so far 


YAN Yuzon and Ina Feleo 
as Romeo and Juliet. 
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A Passion for Perfection 
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THE FOLLOWING 
TAKES PLACE. 


BY TOM ARMSTRONG 


THIS 15 OBVIOUSLY MOM'S PAYBACK 
FOR THE 28 HOURS OF HARD 
LABOR PUT HER THROUGH! 
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BY LYRA GARCELLANO 
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BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You work hard for what you wan 
like specific goals. You want to know what is expected oí 


t, You rise to a challenge; nevertheless, you're realistic. You 
Jf you, because you intend to deliver it. Major changes might. 


take place this year. These changes could be as significant as those that took place in 1997. 


‘Birthdate of: A.J. Foyt, car racer; Susan Sontag, 


ARIES (March 21 to 
е April 19): It's totally ap- 
propriate to ask yourself 
What you want to be 
when you grow up. Now 
is the time when you're thinking 
about your long-term бише, бо 
back to school if necessary. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): Your mission, 
should you choose to ac- 
cept it (and do you have. 
а choice?), is to estab- 
lish a good home base 

fat you and your family. 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): Be open to 
the strong possibility of 
a job change or residen- 
tial move in the year 

ahead. Some of you might have al- 

ready done this. Some might do it 
again! 
your job. You want to 
Find work that is mean- 


ingul fullling and that 
» ie. 


pays you as much as possi 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): Your major fo- 
cus in the year ahead is 
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By Eugene R. Puffonborge 
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Writer/philosophy professor; Dian Fossey, animal activist 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): Don't be surprised. 
if you pull in а litte this 
уем. You might have 


Ü more solitude. This is a 


major turning point in your life. 
our life where you will 


fave to let go of things. 
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Money is so handy when you want 


to buy things, isn't it? 
and you see what is not. 


Go after whatever you 


‘want, You will be successfull 
extra training inorder to 


improve your career op- 

tions. A few years down the road, 
you will be glad you did this. 

> rely on your own re- 

sources. Partners are 

quiting jobs or tying 


something пен. Don’t worry; you! 


only get stronger! 
ing this year, In part, this 


is because you аге tak- 

Ing your power! This is inevitable. 
S date, if you work hard 
now, you will see re- 


wards and a lovely payoff in the next 
two years. Guaranteed. 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): You're defi- 
nitely entering a time in 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): The good news is 
many of you (n fact, 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): At this stage in 
your life, you're strong, 
You see what is working, 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): This is the 
time to make serious ed- 
Weational plans or get 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan, 19): This is a 
time when you have to 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb, 18): Partnerships 
continue to be challeng- 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Continue to 
work hard їп the year 
ahead, This is your man- 
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Shakespearean as against their 
"contemporized" equivalent. "OR 
me, oh my" sounds dangerously 
like Celia Rodriguez cooing in a 
Joey Gosiengfiao movie. 

‘The friars furious words upon 
learning that his letter to Romeo 
never reached the young 
man—"Unhappy fortune! By my 
brotherhood/The letter was not 
nice but full of charge/Of dear 

been rephrased 

his letter is full of news of 

great importance!” (Or at least 

that’s how it sounded from the 

slurry delivery of Ron Capinding, 

an otherwise agreeable Friar Lau- 
тепсе.) 

‘Modern? Sure, but in the соп- 
text of a play that boldly bills it- 
self as “by William Shakespeare," 
the line is also clunky and per- 
functory. Come to think of it, 
words you could also say of this 
“Romeo and Juliet.” (To be fair, 
we caught the press gala. Maybe 
things have improved since 
then.) 


Promising 

it is true that a number of key 
verses still grace the show, most 
of them uttered by Juliet (a come- 
ly Ina Feleo in a very promising 
performance). But the extent of 
the changes—and consequently 


having to sit through three hours 
of frankly disposable Shake- 
speare—left us mortified. 

Luhrmann's gaudy, flamboyant 
way with material like this has 
clearly had a major influence on 
Abad and his creative team. Sal- 
vador Вега! set design of 
whitewashed steel ramps and 
meon lights bring to mind a retro- 
futuristic universe. As in a 
videogame, when the rival gangs 
score in basketball, the back- 
board lights up in blue and an 
electronic thump is heard. 

‘The costumes are a pastiche of 
Renaissance cuts and Japanese 
silhouettes, while the swordfights 
have devolved into arnis. The ге- 
sulting indeterminate stew is an 
elaborate sight. 

Where it had worked with 
"Midsummers" menagerie of 
woodland creatures, however 
here it is merely loud and showy, 
underscored in many respects by 
the casts frenzied antics onstage. 

Ifanything, that inability to find 
stillness even in the quietest scenes 
gives this “Romeo and Juliet” a 
‘crippling whiff of anxiety. 

‘The young lovers’ coupling, for 
instance, which features simulat- 
ed nudity, is at once terribly 
Aloodlighted (Donato Karingal 
did the lighting design) and in- 
dicative of the "more is more" 
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LIFESTYLE 
Where have you gone, Juliet and Romeo? 


mindset of the show. 

This most intimate of scenes 
overflows with other writhing 
bodies—pairs of lovers who en, 
act various  Indian-inspired 
lovemaking postures while 
Romeo and Juliet do their thing 
in bed. Yet because hardly a 
shadow curtains these pairings, 
their bald exertions seem more 
comical than erotic. (The musi- 
cal “Rama at Sita” did it better 
years ago with dim lighting and 
fewer bodies.) 

Моге hilarious is the sight of Fri- 
ar Laurence and his band of Fran- 
scan brothers breaking into a 
combination _jig-breakdance-ballet 
set to techno music. Writer Dennis 
Ladaw, normally a very placid crea- 
ture, offered the best assessment: 
"It reminded me of the Ewoks.” 


Musical 

The busy dances (chore- 
ographed by Dexter Santos) point 
to а more rewarding course Abad 
and his team might want to take. IF 
this "Romeo and Juliet” were a mu- 
sical (hello, “West Side Story") all 
this tinkering would make better 
sense. Indeed, Abads miseen- 
scene seems, in many ways, musi- 
cally inspired. 

The arresting double-funeral 
tableaux that bookends the play 
cries out for recurring theme mu- 


sic. Juliet and Romeo's respective 
moments with Nanny and Friar 
Laurence after Romeo's official 
banishment, now collapsed into a 
single counterpoint scene, would 
make for an interesting quartet. 
And the pairs dream sequence 
near the end (the only embellish- 
ment that works, and a moving 
опе) could be an excuse for a 
great 11 o'clock love duet. 

The “Twilight Zone" music, 
though, has to go. And that an- 
gel. 

"Romeo and Juliets" high ro- 
mantic points are graced by a 
hunk dressed in a silvery and 
quite skimpy Grecian dress—yes, 
an angel. First he descends on a 
hamess during the pairs ex- 
change of vows, then he visits 
them on their deathbed. 

‘At curtain time, the apparition 
takes his bow by once again dan- 
gling from a harness. So while the 
rest of the ensemble claim their 
places upfront, he's stuck up 
there, forlom and helpless. 

Alas, so is this "Romeo and 
Juliet” 


“Romeo and Juliet” runs until 
Feb. 4 at the AFP Theater. Call 
0928-4001219 or 8919999. 


E-mail the author at gcadiz@ 
inquirercom.ph 


BALLET MANILA GETS SUPPORT 
FROM MALACANANG 


President Macapagal-Arroyo's President Social Fund provided * ' 


the travel grant for Ballet Manila to perform in seven Russian 
ities to celebrate the 30th Anniversary of Philippine-Russian 
Friendship and Diplomatic Ti 
Ambassador Ernesto and Ms Macaria V. Llamas with the Ballet 
Manila dancers in Moscow upon arrival, The Ballet Manila tour 
group included Osias Barroso, Sandra Lynn Huang, Marian — 
Faustino, Mylene Aggabao, Sofia Sangco, Zaira Cosico, 
Gabriella Galvez, Anne Kateri Gelvoria, Yanti Marduli, Jennifer 
Rose Olayvar, Alexa Marie Sayson, Ea Marie Torrado, Kristen 
Voss, Jerome Espejo, Roduardo Ma, Francis Саѕсайо, Ricardo 
Mallari, Alvin Santos, Jonathan Janolo, Lemuel Capa, Rudy De 
Dios, Gerardo Francisco, Raymart Ramos, Romeo Peralta, 
Niño Guevarra and Jaime Villanueva. 


„ Photo shows Philippine 4 
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Chamber music 
concert to benefit 
music scholars 


DR. DANILO SORIANO, A NEUROSURGEON 
and violinist based in Las Vegas, will hold a 
benefit concert on Jan. 18, 7:30 p.m., at the 
Tanghalang Aurelio Tolentino (Cultural Center 
of the Philippines Little Theater). Soriano will 
perform with the UP College of Musie faculty: 
Ena Maria Aldecoa andMauricia Borromeo 
(piano), Edna Marcil Martinez (viola), Isidora 
Miranda (violin) and Ed Pasamba (cello). 

The concert will raise funds for the Likha't 


EXHIBIT ON UST RECTORS 

The University of Santo Tomas Museum 
of Arts and Sciences will open today at 4 
pam. the exhibit, "UST Rectors Through 
the Years: Continuing the Legacy of. 
Leaders." The exhibit charts through 
text and memorabilia the men who have 
occupied the post of Rector Magnifus of 
the Pontifical University since its 
foundation in 1611. The exhibit is part of 
the celebration of the 395th anniversary 
of UST, Asia's oldest university. In photo 
isthe Rector’s ceremonial maze (circa 
17th century, silver), symbol of authority 
of the UST Rector, which is still used 


Diwa Foundation, which supports the per- 
forming and the fine arts. Call 0917-8122012 


or 9260024. 
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DR. DANILO Soriano: 
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Made абр 


Year, (oncat Queen Tops Femandez performs m anolher exciling 


concett al the Alabang Town (елет. Dragon and [ion dancers move te the beat of fireworks 
and the biggest Lang of all comes from a Lig, big sale all over the town, Pamit the town red 
and gold, [е (hmese New Year al Alabang Town (enter. 


Customer ьс 849-2782. meayalamallscomph 


There's no place ihe home. 
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А COMEDY, A ROMANTIC MUSICAL, A 
restaging of one of Repertory Philip- 
pines’ most successful plays—this time 
in a Filipino setting—and one of those 
rollicking sitcoms that Rep does so well, 
are scheduled for the first half of Rep's 
2006 theatrical year. 

Miguel Faustmann, Ana Bitong, Char- 
lie Barredo and Bonggoy Manahan are 
featured in “Nobody's Perfect" by Simon 
Williams, which opens on Jan. 20 with 
performances on Jan. 21, 22, 27, 28, 29, 
Feb. 3-5. 

"Г Love You, You're Perfect, Now 
Change," with book and lyrics by Joe de 
Pietro and music by Jimmy Roberts, is 
now the longest-running off Broadway 


LIFESTYLE 


Rep bares 2006 season 


musical and is Rep's February offering. It 
has been called a "Seinfeld" set to music. 
Performances are on weekends Feb. 17- 
March 12. 

Rep will stage again “Mornings at Sev- 
en” by Paul Osborn in March—this time 
set not in the backyards of two houses in 
а small Arherican town but in a Philip- 
pine provincial town in the 1930s. 

“7 Nang Umaga” is a sweet, gentle 
comedy about four elderly sisters who, 
in а dispute about a house, uncover hid- 
den feelings about each other, their hus- 
bands and their children. The play runs 
оп weekends March 24-April 9. 

Season passes are now available. 
‘These passes give discounts over tickets 


bought singly and allow the holder to 
watch shows on any of the dates listed 
on the pass. Discounts are available for 
purchases of four, five, six or seven 
plays. 

For prices and other information, call 
the Rep office at 8870710 or Greenbelt 1 
Ticketron at 7504180, or visit the Rep of- 
fice at C2-A Building C, Karrivin Plaza, 
2316 Pasong Tamo Extension, Makati 
City. 

All Rep performances are at Rep's 
Globe Theater at Onstage in Greenbelt 1. 
Weekend performances (except for the 
Children's theater) are Friday and Satur- 
day at 8 p.m., and Saturday and Sunday 
at 3:30 p.m. 
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MIGUEL Faustmann as Aunt Myrtle 


The Way You Look Tonight 
"When T Fall In Lave 

‘Our Winter Love 

Twill Love You 

Unchained Melody 
Graduation Day 

No Other Love 

You'll Never Walk Alone. 
"rhe Wonder of You 

Б "Young Love 
{Stoves A Many Splendored Thing 
"Time To Cry 

Walk On By 

She Cried 

Ws All In The Game 

Seventh Dawn 

Softy As T leave You 

T Believe 

Venus 

Portrait Of My Love 

С IfEver Would Leave You 
You've Lost That Loving Feeling 
Sealed With A Kiss 

Red Roses For A Blue Lady 

he Things We Did Last Summer 
Тат Turn Тата 

Only Have Eyes For You 

Moon River 

Witchita Lineman 

More 

The Impossible Dream 

Up Up & Way 

Going Out OF My Head 

"ihe Look OF Love 

Never My Love 

Warm 

= put Your Head On My Shoulder 
5 Traces? Memories 
Hey Gil 

Hurt So Bad 

Shangrila 

Precious & Few 

Cherish 

T Have Dreamed 

And Countless More Hits! 


LETTERMEN 


JAN 28 
JAN 29 
JAN 30 


JAN 31 = М. 


MICHAEL de Mesa, Raki Vega, Gian Magdangal and Bituin Escalante 


‘Once on This Island’ 
back onstage Jan. 20 


ACTOR'S ACTORS INCS (AAD 
much-acclaimed production of 
the Broadway musical “Once on 
‘This Island” returns to the RCBC 
‘Theater starting Jan. 20, with the 
original cast led by Bituin Es- 
calante, Menchu Lauchengco-Yu- 
lo, Michael Williams, Jett Pangan, 
May Bayot and Bodjie Pascua, un- 
der Bart Guingona's direction. 
The peasant heroine Ti 
Moune is played by singing sen- 
sation Raki Vega, with Gian 
Magdangal, fresh from his por- 
trayal of Willard Hewitt in 
Stages’ production of "Footloose 
The Musical,” stepping into the 


CENTRAL ANKCOSVENTIONHALL 


EEz Ticket Prices: 
3,000, 2,500, 2,000, 1,500, 800, 300 
For info call Ticketnet 911-5555 


role of Daniel. 

Choreography is by Denisa 
Reyes, set design by Gino Gonza- 
les and lighting design by John 
Batalla. 

“Once on This Island” will have 
performances on Jan. 20-21, Feb. 
3-5 at 8 p.m., and on Jan. 22 and 
Feb. 5 at 3 p.m., at the CarlosB:. 
Romulo Auditorium, RCBC Plaza, 
Ayala cor. Gil Puyat Ave., Makati 
сиу. 

Tickets and booking informa- 
tion available at TicketWorld 
(8919999) and Silang Communi- 
cations (8190458, — 0917. 
5289746) 


Solar Entertainment Corporation. 


New MILO FUZE is a fusion 

of the natural goodness 

of MILO with ACTIGEN-E 

and high calcium, non-fat milk. 
With MILO FUZE. you can benefit 
from the nourishment of milk 
optimize your body's release 

Gf energy, and indulge in the great 
MILO taste. Take it in the afternoon, 
the time when an айий» 

energy level usually dips, 

and feel energized the rest 


Have it all. 


Socialist elected 
Chile’s first 
woman president 


= SPORTS/AI7 


Manny Pacquiao, 
10-8 underdog, 
smells victory 


= NEWS/AT 


Mike Defensor 
named presidential 
chief of staff 


= METRO/AIS 


Russian diplomat 
found dead 
in Makati condo 
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Top Republican says Bush 


Lozano files impeach rap 
may face impeachment, Pile P PLN LL ahead of opposition again 
WASHINGTON—ATOP US REPUBLICAN SENA- MMI X 1 i 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
tor on Sunday for the first time’ mentioned Im үз 
eachmentin connection wi President George | HÈS AT IT AGAIN. 
W. Bush's authorization of electronic surveillance | Beating the opposition 
Molde he United States without a court warrant ope again, Olver Lozano 


Arlen Specter, chair of the Senate Judiciary 
committee, cautioned it was too early to draw any 


ACANC 


conclusions as his committee gears up for pubije. | 
ы ‘TOP REPUBLICAN AIA | € 
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STOPOVER AT SWAMPLAND 


Thousands of migratory birds of different species, i 


Warns of prolon 


Miriam 
to solons: 
Get real 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
and T] Burgonio 


"WHAT PLANET DID THEY COME 
from?” 

Sen, Miriam Defensor-Santia- 
go asked the question yesterday 
after House leaders insisted that 
they did not need the Senate to 
push ahead with plans to amend 
the Constitution and adopt the 
parliamentary form of govern- 
ment. 

“Under the rule of necessary 
implication, since Congress is bi- 
cameral, voting should necessari- 
ly be bicameral, that is, each 
chamber should vote separately,” 
Santiago said. 

“If even ordinary laws require 
separate voting, with even more 
reason a Constitution requires а 
separate voting,” she added. 

"The administration senator 
said the "dream of a Cha-cha 
(Charter change) juggernaut” 

GET REAL A6 


RP future 
bleak, says 
bank analyst 


By Daxim L. Lucas 
Business 


THE PHILIPPINES FACES A 
“bleak” future despite recent 
gains in various financial markets 
because the government contin- 
ues to shy away from meaningful 
structural reforms, according to 
an analyst from US investment 
bank Bear, Stearns & Co. 
‘Speaking before members of the 
Foreign Correspondents Associa- 
tion of the Philippines (Pocap), 
John Stuermer—whose analysis of 
the countrys politico-economie sit- 
uation dates back to 1986—said 
many foreign investors remained 
wary of the country's prospects. 
“The long-term future, in 
terms of raising employment and 
Investments is very, very bleak,” 
RPFUTURE/Al4 
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PRESIDENT Arroyo and Vice President Noli de Castro comfort a baby, who was 


ht 
4 sections. 


esterday felled the 
amended impeachment 
complaint against Presi- 


1ОЎАМОГАМ 


‘among members of 2,903 households relocated from ће site of the 


Northrail-Southrail linkage project along the South Superhighway in Makati City 
to the NHA Southville housing project in Cabuyao, Laguna, 


WIN BACASHAS 


cluding at least three rare ones, flock once more to the Candaba Swamp in Pampanga, one of the favorite sites of bird watching clubs in the country. 


By Cynthia D. Balana and Michael Lim Ubac 
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Cory shuns Palace meet 


ged political turm 


oil if GMA does not resign 


IN A PUBLIC SLAP AT PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, FOR- 
mer President Corazon Aquino yesterday announced she was boy- 
cotting next week's Council of State meeting, warning of pro- 
longed "political turmoil" in the country if Ms Arroyo continued to 


cling to power. 

In a simultaneous move, House Minority 
Leader Rep. Francis Escudero said he was 
staying away from the scheduled Jan. 24 
meeting at Malacafiang called to discuss, 
among other things, the proposed shift to a 
parliamentary form of government. 

‘Aquino said the political crisis gripping the 
country could best be resolved if Ms Arroyo 
voluntarily resigned from the presidency. 

"The very legitimacy of the President's 
mandate remains under a cloud of doubt," 
‘Aquino said in a statement. “Rather than re- 
solve the issue in a transparent and forthright 
manner, the President has opted to muddle it 
further by insisting that any allusion to the le- 
gitimacy issue is part of a grand conspiracy to 
unseat her.” 

Malacañang was diplomatic in its reaction, 


“Former President Cory Aquino's participa- 
tion will be missed,” Press Secretary Ignacio 
Bunye said, noting that it was during Aquino's 
term that the council was formed. 

“But it is certainly her prerogative not to 
attend," Bunye added. 

‘Aquino’s and Escudero's decision to shun 
the Palace meeting followed an earlier decla- 
ration by Senate Minority Leader Aquilino Pi- 
mentel J. that he was not coming. 

Palace officals had earlier said Ms Arroyo 
was convening the meeting of the country's 
top political and economic leaders to discuss 
proposed amendments to the Constitution, 
electoral reforms and economic programs. 

“To this day, 1 maintain that the least 
painful path for the nation is for the President 

CORY/A6 


Cha-cha supporters resorting to people's initiative 


By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


AWARE THAT IT WILL NOT GET 
the Senate on board, President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's administra- 
tion is relying on a people's initia- 
tive to put the parliamentary sys- 
tem in place in six months, sources 
close tothe Palace said yesterday. 
The initiative, which needs the 


signature of 5 million voters, will 
touch on only one subject—the 
shift from the presidential to a par- 
iamentary form of government, 
said two sources who spoke on 
condition of anonymity because of 
their roles in the effort. 

Ms Arroyo's plan to effect 
Charter change by June was an- 
nounced at Saturdays Lakas- 


CMD national directorate meet- 
ing 

“The people's initiative was dis- 
cussed during a closed-door 
meeting of a political party be- 
longing to the Lakas-led rainbow 
coalition in the House of Repre- 
sentatives, said one ofthe sources 
who attended the event, The oth- 
er source is one of Ms Arroyo's 


By Luige A. del Puerto 


of the world's 
plants—the bamboo, 


most 


Police Band. 


soothe lives. 


Е 


FOR FOUR GENERATIONS, HIS 
family has breathed music into one 
pliable 


Now, Supt. Gilbert Ramos has de- 
cided to teach his craft to policemen 
who form the Philippine National 


Last September, for the first time in 
history, the PNP Band played instru- 
ments crafted out of bamboo and сге- 
ated music that is distinctively Filipino. 

‘There they were, clutching in 
their hands, not guns that snuff out 
lives, but trombones and flutes that 


Bamboo band music 
lives on, even in PNP 


Ramos, a graduate of the Univer- 
sity of Sto. Tomas’ Conservatory of 


ears, 


hurt your ears,” he says. 


sepia, ofa past rich in music. 


Music and conductor of the PNP 
Band, describes the music a bam- 
boo band makes as gentle to the 


"Stand near a brass band and the 
blast is strong. But a bamboo band, 
no matter how close you are, will not 


On his desk at his office at Camp 
Crame are stacks of musical scores. 
On the walls are photos, some in 


“another difference,” he says, “is 
that majority of the bamboo instru- 
ments can play only a limited number 

BAMBOO/AI4 


trusted Cabinet officials. 

By limiting the proposed consti- 
tutional reform to a single amend- 
ment, Charter change advocates 
are optimistic they can gather the 
required 5 million signatures—12 
percent of all the registered voters 
and at least 3 percent of the voters 
in each district 

This means eschewing the 


SUPT, Gilbert Ramos, who comes from a clan of bamboo band musicians, leads the 
18-member PNP Bamboo Band, 


thorny and divisive issues of serap- 
ping the 2007 elections and есо- 
nomic changes in the effort to 
transform Congress into an interim 
parliament through a plebiscite by 
June, the sources said. 

Keeping the people's initiative 
strictly to one item would also 
bolster the legality of the effort as 

CHACHA AS 
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RSM seen as biggest security threat 


A MUSLIM MILITANT GROUP COMPRISED OF CONVERTS 
which has links to Jemaah Islamiyah poses the biggest security 
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SE Asian terrorists ‘regrouping, recruiting’ 


JAKARTA, INDONESIA — SOUTH- 
east Asian terrorists are “regroup- 
ing, adapting and recruiting,” and 
more regional cooperation is re- 
quired to defeat them, Indonesia's 
president said Monday. 

Ina speech to lawmakers from the 
Asia-Pacific region, Susilo. Bambang 
Yudhoyono warned that the cam- 
paign against militants would be a 
Jong one, and said it would need to 


be fought on “political, economical; 
legal, social and spiritual” fronts. 
"We know that the terrorists are re- 
grouping, adapting and recruiting 
said, "We all need to intensify our co- 
operation to fight terrorism." 
Indonesia, the world’s most pop- 
ulous Muslim nation, is a key front 
in the war against terrorism in 
Southeast Asia. 
Militants from 


the al-Qaida 


linked Jemaah Islamiyah network 
have launched a series of bloody 
strikes against Western and Chris- 
tian targets in the country since 
2000, including two attacks on Bali 
island that killed more than 220 

people, mostly foreign tourists. 
Jemaah Islamiyah is also blamed 
for attacks in the Philippines and 
failed plots elsewhere in the region. 
AP 


threat to the Philippines, a regional security analyst said yesterday. 


‘The Rajah Solaiman Movement is com- 
posed of Filipinos who worked in the Middle 
East and later converted to Islam and should 
be considered a “terrorist Islamist” group, 
said Scott Harrison, former CIA station chief 
їп Manila and currently managing director of 
the Pacific Strategies and Assessments Inc. 

Filipino intelligence agents arrested the 
founder of the movement in October along 
with eight supporters. 

They were charged with plotting to bomb 


AN URGENT APPEAL TO OUR LEADERS 
AS CONGRESS SESSIONS RESUME 


As Congress resumes its sessions, Consumer & Ой Price Watch appeals to our political leaders 
in both the Senate and the House of Representatives to practice the highest degree of statesinanship 
and temporarily set aside political issues in favor of more pressing ones such as: 


ECONOMIC REFORMS MUST BE THE HIGHEST PRIORITY 


The peso has significantly 
remittances and the implementation o! 


We urge our leaders to prioritize pending economic and financial reforms that will encourage more local 


and foreign investments. This will result in the creation of much needed jobs for our people 


strengthened over the holiday season due to the influx of OFW 
f the EVAT. This momentum must NOT be lost. 


and will help uplift the quality of life, especially of the poor. 


THE WELFARE OF OUR COUNTRYMEN SHOULD BE PUT OVER ANY 
AND ALL POLITICAL INTERESTS. 


DEBATES ON CON-COM MUST BE TEMPORARILY SET ASIDE 


Debates on the controversial transitory provisions of the Con-Com proposal are confusing 


and divisive as most of the proposed amendments are too complex 


- most especially the transition to a parliamentary systemof government. 


We urge out leaders to hold proper PUBLIC consultations and deliberations to better explain 
to out countrymen the merits of a shift from presidential to parliamentary forms of government. 


While a change in the form of government may be on the horizon, 


COPW again reiterates that true and lasting change can only come about 


through a change in values of our political leaders. 


2007 ELECTIONS MUST PUSH THROUGH 


As we have stated in our print ads last week, СОРУ maintains the position that the National 
Elections in May 2007 MUST push through as provided by the Constitution. 


Whether it's a unicameral parliamentary or the current bicameral 
(which our people will decide in a plebiscite), elections must be held for the 
12 Senators, 238 Representatives, and around 17,000 local posts in cities, 
municipalities, and provinces whose term of office will expire in 2007 


Elections will unite, rather than divide the nation. 


It will clarify the issues, rather than confuse our people. 


THE CLEANUP OF ELECTORAL PROCEDURES 
MUST PROCEED IMMEDIATELY 


‘The cleanup of electoral procedures m 


program 


automate: 


Computetization of our electoral 


human intervention or tampering of results. 


ust NOT be postponed; in fact, the modernization 
should start IMMEDIATELY. This will include computerized registration, 
d counting machines, and electronic transmission of votes. 


system will ensure transparency and eliminate any possible 


Furthermore, COMELEC should be cleansed and be made free from political pressure 
in order to restore its credibility. 


or call Direct Line 


open to anomalies and manipulation. 
Only when they are convinced that the elections they have participated in are 
clean, honest, and free from anomaly will they respect any results. 


Coy 


RAUL T. CONCEPZION 
Chairman 


(Gy CONSUMER & OIL 
PRICE WATCH 


Text your comments to Hotline 0917-8103363 


844-8785; Fax: 818-6203 + E-mail: rtc 


Our countrymen are FED UP with elections that they perceive as 


com.ph 


"To better serve the publie, this ad appears in major newspapers and tabloids as comic strip. 


high-profile targets, including the US Em“ 
bassy, and of assisting the Abu Sayyaf and the. 
Jemaah Islamiyah groups. 

‘The Abu Sayyaf and the JI are linked to al- 
Qaida and are on the US governments list of 
foreign terrorist organizations. 

"The JI has been blamed for the 2002 and 
2005 bombings in Bali, Indonesia, which left 
over 200 people dead while the Abu Sayyaf is 
behind the Philippines" worst terrorist attacks 
in recent years. 

While the arrests have partially broken up 
the RSM, the group remains “the most poten- 
tially dangerous element of terrorism in the 
Philippines because of their Christian back- 
ground,” Harrison told foreign correspon: 
dents. 

‘The group can also easily blend with the ' 
rest of the populace, allowing them to operate 
primarily in Metro Manila, he said. 

Last month, the International Crisis Group 
said in a report that both the Л and the Abu 
Sayyaf were trying to boost their ties with the 
Raja Solaiman Movement. 

"This came about after the main Muslim 
separatist group, the Moro Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF), moved to end ties with foreign, 
militants and began peace talks with Manila. 

"Several counter-terrorism 'successes have 
inadvertently deepened the nexus between 
foreign jihadis, Abu Sayyaf, the RSM and the 
more militant MILF members," the ICG said. 

Harrison said lack of equipment, training, 
funds and inherent corruption within the mil- 
itary were hampering the Philippines’ fight 
against militant groups. 

The country's expansive and porous south: 
em borders also make it easy for terrorist cells 
to enter from neighboring countries. 

“Overall, I believe there has been only lim- 
ited counter-terrorism success in the Philip- . 
pines in recent years,” Harrison said. АЁР' 


MILF rebels 
see peace talks 
as done deal 


COTABATO CITY ~ PEACE TALKS WITH THE. 
Philippine government are largely a done 
deal, the chief negotiator of the largest Mus, 
lim rebel group said on Monday, even if only 
about half of the contentious issues had been, 
settled. 

Mohaqher Iqbal, a member of the Moro Is- 
lamic Liberation Front (MILF) central com- 
mittee, said his group was confident that an, 
agreement on an ancestral homeland for four 
million Muslims in the south may be signed 
within the first six months of this year 

But the final peace accord would have to 
wait until the two sides have agreed on what 
form of government would be set up in a spe- 
cific Muslim territory. 

"We're 85 percent finished, that’s quantita- 
tively speaking," Iqbal told Reuters at a river- 
side hideout outside Cotabato City, the finan- 
cial hub of poor Muslim communities on the 
southern island of Mindanao. 

“In terms of quality, we're still very far be- 
cause the last phase of the talks is the most : 
difficult agenda and we've done only about 
50 percent. But we're inching forward." Gov- 
ernment and MILF peace negotiators are due * 
to resume informal talks this month in 
Malaysia, hoping to overcome "minor obsta- ; 
cles" on the path towards a Muslim ancestral È 
homeland. 

“There's no question that large parts of 
Mindanao, Sulu, Tawi-tawi and Palawan is- 
land are part of a Muslim ancestral land,” 
Iqbal said over sweet tea and banana fritters. 

“The MILF is very practical. We would not 
try to reclaim areas no longer in the hands of 
Muslims. But, like the American native Indi- 
ans that owned Manhattan in New York, we 
would like to discuss compensation for the 
territories lost." Finer details on the issues of 
territory and governance, including possible 
disarmament, would be taken up after the 
two sides come to an agreement on ancestral 
domain, the third and final major point, The 
nearly 40-year separatist insurgency by the 
12,000-member MILE the largest of four Mus- 
lim rebel forces in the mainly Roman Catholic 
country, has killed more than 120,000 people 
and stunted rural development in the impov- 
erished south. 

A truce has held since July 2003 and fur- 
ther cooperation with the MILF under a peace 
agreement would further isolate homegrown 
groups such as Abu Sayyaf that have been 
linked to al Qaida and its allied Southeast. 
‘Asian network, Jemaah Islamiyah (J1). 

The United States, Manila's closest security 
partner in the region and a major source of 
military assistance, has criticised the Philip- 
pines for not pushing the MILF hard enough 
to crack down on foreign militants hiding on 
Mindanao, ^ 

Washington has said Indonesian militan 
Umar Patek and Dulmatin two key suspects ; 
in the October 2002 Bali bombings that killed; 
about 200 people - are believed to be in Mins: 
danno. у gà fenes 
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Nur wants to go abroad IT COULD TAKE 10 DAYS 
to regain ‘vigor of youth’ DFA on bid to arrest GIs: Be patient 


By Armand N. Nocum gued that the local Muslim lead- 
x ers attendance of an Islamic By Volt Contreras US Embassy negotiators. Ав of yesterday, the warrants re- tice from which, Asuque said, the 
FORMER ARMM GOV NUR MIS- gathering and his holding of a "One of the virtues of diploma- mained with the Deparment of Jus- DFA awaits “guidance” on the matter. 
uari, who has had four wives, press conference during a brief THE ARREST WARRANT FOR THE cyis patience, and we will exercise f 
Wants to be allowed to seek medi. furlough from jail on Jan. 10 be- four American Marines charged a lot of patience coupled with per- 
cal treatment abroad for “loss of Ней his claim of sickness. with raping a Filipino woman could severance,” he said. “We continue 
vigor of youth" and other ail. Ong stressed that Misuari was take 10 days to be served under the to exhaust all diplomatic means." f 
ments, but government prosecu- charged with rebellion, а rules of court, an official of the De- Тһе spokesperson said that un- SWEET DEALS 
tors say its а “flimsy sickness" “heinous crime and a non-bail- partment of Foreign Affairs ех. der court procedures, the officer 
and are blocking the move. able offense.” plained yesterday. designated by the court to serve Ё M 
Tins four-page Supplemental " During his press briefing last ^ DPA spokesperson Gilberto the warrant has up to 10 calendar FRO. 
Opposition" to the "Motion for week, Misuari said he expected Asuque has asked the public to days—weekends induded—to car- 
Opos 10 the Mee by the government would speed up “be patient” concerning the ry out the task. If the officer fails to SINGAPORE 
Misuari, who is in jail pending the resolution of his case and Philippine bid to gain custody of do so, he is required to state the G 
trial on rebellion charges, De- that he would soon be free. the accused, the subject of ongo- reason in a report to the court. [ AIRLINES 
partment of Justice prosecutors Justice Secretary Raul Gonza- ing negotiations between the de- Thus, the warrants for the 
recommended that Misuarí'sbid lez admitted last week that the partment and the soldiers’ custo- American rape suspects which 
to have medical treatment government was softening up dian, the US Embassy in Manila. were issued last Friday by Olon- 
abroad be “denied for lack of on Misuari, given the role he “They are now meeting as we gapo City Judge Renato Dilag 
meri could play in bringing peace to speak,” Asuque said in a 3 pm. have until Monday next week, 
“If indeed he is sick as he Mindanao. briefing, referring to the DFA and Jan. 23, to be. served, he added. 
claims to be, treat- Ё 
ment cannot simply T - - : AIRFARES 
behadina hop | Don’t miss this opportunity, Be a part of the Biggest | f 


of his choice. Nei- SINGAPORE MALAYSIA 
ther can (Misuari), 
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| ABSOLUTELY HATED MY ROUGH, PATCHY 
DRY SKIN. NOW IT’S EVENLY SOFT, SMOOTH 

AND SO NICE TO TOUCH. | LOVE IT! 
Amina Aranaz 


Diamond Pee! gently and effectively removes dead skin, 
stimulates re-growth of new healthy cells, refines pores and 
smoothes texture. It fades out acne scars, dark spots and 
other blemishes. Try Diamond Peel and you'll be as amazed 
as Amina with the results. Call the professionals at Facial Care 
Centre now - you'll love your new skin too! 


CALL 892-SKIN (7546) Where Beautiful Skin Happens 
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agupan bishop warns of uprising Fugitive captain 
emeg ey эшш Memeo, TEE POPS UP at Crame 


‘Arroyo's popularity has fallen as well as political allies such as 
"mid political uncertainty sur- land. People feel not only de- drastically over allegations she former President Corazon А t В 

“Sounding ће government of Pres- pressed but also repressed,” Cruz rigged the May 2004 vote, lead- Aquino. By Dona Z. Pazzibugan me in," boasted Faeldon on his 

{епі Macapagal-Arroyo. said in a statement. ing to ап impeachment attempt The bishop's conference last and Luige A. del Puerto website. 

Si Archbishop Oscar Cruz, a mem- "The county is in big trouble. in Congress that she overcame year censured Arroyo for admit- Faeldon escaped from military 

“ber of the influential Catholic The people are suffering much. The last year. ting she called the election offi- FUGITIVE MARINE ‘CAPT. custody last Dec. 14 after attend- 
Bishops Conference of the Philip- present is very difficult, the futureis She had admitted calling ап cial but stopped short of calling Nicanor Faeldon is getting bolder ing a coup d'etat trial hearing at 
pines said a widespread feeling of far from promising" He said that election official during the vote- for her ouster in taunting authorities who аге the Makati Regional Trial Court 
despair and distrust of the govern- despite Arroyo's promises to create counting but denied any wrong- "The church remains an infu- Supposed to be hunting him Тһе latest video, taken from a 
ment could lead to the “fast for- more jobs, in reality there was less doing. ential political force in this main- 90%. vehicle parked across the PNP- 
mation and ultimate explosion of work available for Filipinos even as However, several of her eco- ly Roman Catholic country. AFP Faeldon, one of the supposed NHQ building, showed Faeldon 

core leaders of the 2003 Oak- inared shirt and jeans strolling 


. wood mutiny, casually strolled іп іп front of the building along with 
New grou calls for GMA ouster, $ ecial olls Кош of the Philippine National other pedestrians. 
, Police National Headquarters Faeldon stopped once and 
(PNENHQ) in Camp Crame and asked directions from a police of- 
By DJ Yap the previous two Edsa revolts. al legitimacy, if at all” vious anti GMA moves ава fight be- even asked a police officer for di- ficer who happened to be walking 
Pagasa is a citizen's movement In contrast, a special election can tween evil and another evi.” rections—without getting towards him. The police officer, 
THE NEWLY ORGANIZED SO- calling for an end to “manipulative provide Filipinos with a “promising If a mass uprising succeeds in caught after giving directions, went on 
cio-political and spiritual group elite rule” and the establishment of and realistic" direction amidst the toppling the Arroyo administration, He posted the video clip and his way, obviously failing to rec- 
Pagasa is calling for the “non-vio- true democracy through systemic political crisis, Pagasa: said. a “Body of Stewards,” composed of still pictures of his latest foray in- ognize the man whom the mili- 
тараза е cal resident Macapa. reforms backed by inner change. I — "We are suffering from the re- multisectoral, gender-balanced to the "enemy camp” on his web tary and police have made ita top. 
gal-Arroyo and Vice! President Noli is composed of representatives of sults ‘of a stolen election and thein- and geographically diverse leaders, site at www.pilipino.org-ph. priority to capture. 
ê castro to pave the way forspe- the poor and marginalized sectors stallation of a de facto military jun- will step into temporarily take over Не did not give a date for his Тһе police dismissed the pho- 
de Castro to pave the way sep of mode and members. of the ta said Pt Raul Tu Enriquez, the goverment. Once special elec- Camp Crame visit, but it seemed tog as a hoax. 
fi bringing about sweeping politi- academe, religious, artist, profes- another Pagasa spokesperson. Cone are called, and new leaders recent since the footage showed “He and his handlers have 
cal reforms across the country. sionals, non-government organiza- “The special election being pro- аге swom in, the body will step Christmas decorations on the shown their mastery of graphic 
Pagasa, short for Peoples As- tons and foundations, It was posed by Pagasa requires the over- down he said lamp posts. manipulation. 
sembly for Genuine Alternatives formed at the height of the oust hauling of the electoral personnel, Perlas stressed that Pagasa is not Last Jan. 5, Faeldon released Let us not be deceived by their 
to Social Apathy, said the removal Gloria movement. structures, and processes, incluc to be identified with the political pictures of himself at the Armed antics,” Chief Supt. Leopoldo 
ofthe Arroyo administration and 1п launching the new move- ing the removal of all corrupt opposition, though many of them Forces of the Philippines Western Bataoil, PNP spokesperson, said 
fhe Holding of special elections ment on Sunday Pagasa Commission on Elections officials have approached the group to ex- Command (Wescom) headquar when asked to comment on the 
Же тшс to resolving the fes. spokesperson Nicanor Реваз seid and personnel, as well as changes press support for the movement- ters in Puerto Princesa City taken pictures and video. 
Weiss political crisis which itsaid thespecial elections were a better in the rules and procedures of he Pagasa has begun a 1 million on Dec. 21,2005, Camp Crame commander 
Was pushing the county to the alternativetoa military junta that electoral process to guarantee signature campaign for the hold- Shortly after, he released pic- Chief Supt. Geary Barrias said it 
brink of civil war. might arise should a ‘military clean and honest elections,” ac- ing of the special elections, Perlas tures ‘of himself at the Southern was possible that Faeldon had 
Since Ms Arroyo and De Castro coup d'etat succeed. cording to Pagasa document. said. If they succeed, Ms Arroyo Command (Southcom) head- sneaked into the camp without 
hee hey wil ала reigaand A military takeover without According to Perlas, previous should be removed by May 2006, quarters in Zamboanga City the guards noticing him. 
the likelihood of their removal by citizen support “will result in a oust-Arroyo movements failed upon which the Body of Stewards “No one can stop me from en- There were no explicit orders 
impeachment was slim, Pagasa said bloody mini-civil war among dif. because the people could not see shall take over. tering these camps unless the cor- from higher headquarters to 
it was backing their ouster through ferent factions of the military" clear alternatives to the current ‘The special election itself сап rupt generals themselves man the watch out for him in Camp 
‘extra-constitutional means, such as the Pagasa fact sheet: ‘said, adding administration. coincide with and use the budget entrances. The soldiers and offi- Crame, he said, adding that the 
peaceful uprising by the military that a junta “will have а difficult “Filipinos are so fed up with ua- forthe scheduled May 2007 polls, cer ‘of the military who remain guards do not even have a picture 
аша the civilan populace similar to time retaining domestic and glob- ров, Perlas said. “They saw the pre- he said. loyal to the people will not turn of Faeldon. 


Renegade cop Rizal Alih still inspires fear even among Abu Sayyaf inmates 


By Luige A. del Puerto ing held at the Philippine National notorious this mam is? Even the band of disgruntled policemen ation, the two military oficials deported to the Philippines. 
ia eld a e emer at Camp Ави Sayyafisscared of him,” Tan- and soldiers in taking over Camp and 12 renegades were killed. A- ІЗА hometown of Zamboan- 
THEY SAY FAME LASTS FOR 15 Crame where Alih is detained. go seid. Cawa-Cawa, the regional head- ih managed to escape. ga City, prosecutors want the case 
minutes, but notoriety lingers. Chief Supt. Pedro Tango, offi- ^ Chief Supt. Geary Barras, quarters of the Philippine Con- Не was charged with murder moved to another city Tango said. 
Renegade cop Rizal Aih may cer in charge of the Criminal In- Camp Crame commander, said stabularyin Zamboanga City, Ыш was able to make his way to “Тһе prosecutors are inclined 
have lox the fie in his eyes but he vestigation and Detection Group, yesterday Alih was sharing a cell _ For three days, the group held Malaysia where he was arrested to request for a change of venue,” 
ий inspires fear even among hard. said the terror suspects “have with one detainee. He refused to Brig. Gen. Eduardo Batalla and on unrelated ‘weapons charges. he said, citing security concerns. 
aed mates suspected members asked not to be put in the same identify the cell mate and would Col. Romeo Abendan, the camp's АН served eight years of a 14- "To address their apprehension, 
of the notorious Abu Sayyaf terror cell with Alih.” not give details. senior officers, hostage. year sentence in a Malaysian prison. they would rather have the trial 
~ group among them - currently be- "Do you need (proof) of how In January 1989, Alih led a During a botched rescue oper- He was released last week and was transferred." 
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Cory shuns Palace meet 


From page Al with Ms Arroyo coincided with Aquino said Ms Arroyo's atti- terests by helping strengthen a known to them She is the prob- spokesperson and nephew, said 
the dispute involving the future tude of seeing conspiracies in the fragile democracy. Jem—or comprises the bigger part the former President had been 
to make the supreme sacrifice of ofthe Cojuangco family’s Hacien- criticisms againstherismostun- _ “Over the short term, this en- ofthe problem,” said Escudero, | busy working on а new form of 
relinquishing her office,” Aquino da Luisita sugar estate, which the fortunate," tails working to restore confi- Senate President Franklin people power,” which is empow- 
said in her statement. government has threatened to ex- “This posture does nothing to dence in democratic governance Drilon said he hadn't made up his ering the microfinance groups. 
“short of that, [believe our na- propriate in order to parcel out to restore the people's trust in the by advocating constitutional av- mind about whether to attend. “We're very active in putting up 
tion would be due for protracted small sugar farmers. presidency and in the govern- enues out of the present political “I just received the invitation  antipoverty programs and getting 
political turmoil.” ‘The hacienda is owned by id, crisis,” she said. last Friday but Ihave not decided people more involved in micro-fi- 
Aquino first called on Ms Ат- Aquino and her siblings, who are Б ‘whether to attend ог not. I'm still nance efforts,” Lopa said. “She 
royo to step down in July last year trying to block the expropriation Fragile democracy Mere photo op waiting for the agenda,” he told has been actually meeting with 
at the height of the “Hello Garci” of the land. She said the country’s most ‘Escudero announced his deci- reporters. many microfinance groups. This 
tape scandal triggered by allega- pressing problem was neither po- sion to boycott the Palace meet- Drilon, an erstwhile staunch із really a new form of people 
tions that the President had con- Trust needed litical nor economic in nature. ing after a minority caucus atthe administration ally, has been the power that she wants to promote. 
spired with former Election Com- Inher statement, Aquino said:  “Itis a moral issue that cannot Sulo Hotel in Quezon City which highest ranking government offi- She now wants people power put 
missioner Virgilio Garcillano to “I regret that I cannot attend the be resolved by structural or legal decided that no member of the cial to call on Ms Arroyo to re- on another plane." 
rig the results of the 2004 elec- Council of State meeting." interventions and by government House minority would attend. sign. On the issue of Hacienda Luisi- 
tion. She said that while she valued programs endorsed by the Coun- Escudero dismissed the Jan. 24 ta, Lopa said the matter was be- 
Although Ms Arroyo, along the council as an institution, it cil of State. lt can only be ай. meeting as a mere "photo op" New people power ing handled by their lawyers. 
with Garcillano, has denied the could only function effectively as dressed by the President herself,” with Ms Arroyo. Senate Majority Leader Francis “Tita Cory said there's a pro- 
accusations, she has not—up to а top presidential advisory body she said. The Sorsogon lawmaker, who Pangilinan, who has also called cess that’s still going on right now 
this day—fully explained what it “in an atmosphere of trust.” She also said her presence at led a failed move to impeach Ms for Ms Arroyo's resignation, and and let's see how it goes. Govern- 
was she was apologizing for “And therein lies the problem,” the meeting might only create Arroyo last year, said the meeting Pro Tempore Juan Flavier have ment has moved, We'll see what's 
when she told the nation in July Aquino said. "Ar the heart of the тоге confusion as to where she was supposed to advise the Presi- indicated that they would attend best for the people (of the hacien- 
"Lam sorry” for what she called a crisis besetting the current ad- really stood. denton pressing national issues. out of a sense of duty and in the ба), he said. With reports from 
lapse in judgment. ministration is the fundamental Aquino said she believed she “There is по need to reiterate the spirit of constructive dialogue. Christine О. Avendaño and TJ 
Aquino's public differences issue of trust." could best serve the people's in- issues which had long been made Rafael Lopa, Aquino's Burgonio 


Get real, Miriam tells House leaders 


From page Al practical.” rence of at least three-fourths tion away from the scandals dog- would be difficult to push thead- Teodoro Casifio (Bayan Muna), 
through a peoples initiative “A parliamentary govern- of the Senate was needed for ging Ms Arroyo. ministration timetable, Deputy Minority Leader Satur 
О а realy check.” (Seere. ment run by trapos (traditional the proposal to move for. "There's no danger ofbeingre- Мп the Arst place, you dont Ocampo (Bayan Muna), Joel Vi- 
lated story below.) Politicians) will simply mean  ward--am interpretation of the moved for as long as she Keeps start by saying you will abolish rador (Bayan Muna), Crispin Bel- 
dis быы that the thatthe trapos and not the peo- Constitution the House of Rep- her enemy occupied -.. It doesn’t the Senate and then aek the Sen- пап (Anakpawis), Rafael Mari- 
supreme Cour, in 1997 case she ple will choose our head of gov. resentatives disagreed with. | matter to her if she gets a parla: ate to collaborate,” he said. апо (Kilusang Magbubukid ng 
ДЕ аршы the Commission ernment. Without principled "A negative vote in the Senate, mentary government or not. Er Party list represenrarives yes Pilipinas) and Liza Maza 
had, led against ted tara parties, the highest post will be- on the simple question of ter way she's ina win-win situa- terday filed a resolution in the (Gabriela). 
Жез intiave for Charter change come a trophy of the highest whether or not to undertake any tion; shell stayin power" Gordon House seeking to reject any Other representatives who 
was illegal because Congress had bidder. Constitutional change at all, said. move to scrap the 2007 elections have signed and expressed sup- 
mot passed an enabling law. om strongly in favor of elee- would write finis to Cha-cha," Ar. Senate Minority Leader Aquili- to pave the way for the institu- port for the resolution included 
"Until now, there is no such tions in 2007, as provided for by royo said. no Pimentel Jr. said the adminis- tion of the proposed parliamen- Ronaldo Zamora (San Juan), 
lav e merent Supreme Court our Constitution. The pressure However if the Senate agreed tration was uying “to buy time,” tary system, It already has 22 sig- Rolex Duplico (ойо), Imee Маг 
е pe 1997 ease on the cooker has to let off steam,” San- to calendar a debate on what to . He said Ms Arroyo was making natures. cos (Ilocos Norte), Vincent Crisol- 
grounds of the split vote, it would tiago said. take up, "the debates will go on it appear that "the corruption of : ogo (Quezon City), Teofisto 
фе controversial There is по fac- “Lam in favor of President Ar- till kingdom come,” Arroyo said this government, cheating and Immoral, unethical Guingona Ш (Bukidnon), Ben- 
боа то the deck Toyo's term until 2010, because it im a speech before the Foreign many other things arise from the “Ме cannot benefit fom ar jns Agarao (Laguna), 
Sion, because the ratio deciden. is constitutionally mandated, ex- Correspondents Association of defects in the Constitution.” own decisions,” said House Mi- Baisendig Dilangalen (Maguin- 
Gi—the lack of an enabling cept only if sheis removed by the the Philippines. : EE nority Leader Francis Escudero, danao) and Juan Edgardo Angara 
law—remains the same,” Santia- full process of impeachment, ав, . Wishful thinking “If we agree, what will differ- (Aurora). 
gosaid. constitutionally mandated,” she Diversionary ploy “Tam afraid this talkaboutim- entiate us from (Ms Arroyo) Other party-list representa- 
„added. “Clearly, Charter change is posing a timeline and [insisting] whose mandate is being ques- tives who signed were Joel Vil- 
Not necessary or beneficial nothing more than a preposter- that the debates on Charter tioned,” he added. lanueva (Cibac), Renato Mag- 
Г Supreme Court reverses Senate final battleground ous and cynical charade being change be finished by March is Parafiaque Rep. Roilo Golez, tubo (Sanlakas), Mujiv Hataman 
the precedent, it would embar. _ Sen. Joker Arroyo said theSen- peddied to the public under ће wishful thinking on the part of who signed the measure, said it (Anak Mindanao), Loretta Ann 
rass itself,” she added. ate mould be the final battle- semblance of an honorable dis- Malacañang,” Senate President was “immoral, unethical and ille- Rosales (Akbayan) and Risa Hon- 
Santiago said she was in princi- ground in the administration ef- guise,” he said. "The fact is it is Franklin Drilon said. gal for members of Congress” to tiveros-Baraquel (Akbayan). 
ple against amending the 1987 forts to amend the Constitution. our path to perdition,” Senate Pro Tempore Juan have “a free ride to 2010 and a — With reports from Daxim L. Lu- 
рие аата ro mow into the Arroyo, an administration беп, Richard Gordon said the Flavier, a die-hard Lakas party seat in parliament cas, Norman Bordadora, and 
Parliamentary system, because maverick, said mostofthesena- hasty push for Charter change member also opposed ihe Тһе authors of the resolution Jhunnex Napallacan and Joey 
Ra is not necessary, beneficial or tors believed that the concur- was а ploy to divert public atten- no-election proposal. He said it included Representatives A. Gabieta, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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1987 Constitution which was Charter change—as a “constitu- Eastern Samar. Where it will get hesaid. 
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‘TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2006 


By Christine O, Avendaño 


MICHAEL DEFENSOR BEGINS 
today his new job as Chief of Staff 
for President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

His entry comes at a time when 
the Arroyo administration is set 
to effect Charter changes in the 
middle of the year. 

But since his appointment pa- 
pers have yet to be released 
sometime this week, Defensor 


Raps filed vs top exec in tax scam 


By Nelson Е Flores 


‘THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN LAST 
Friday fled graft and falsification charges 
against former ranking finance offical and 
five others in connection with the alleged 
granting of a tax credit certificate (ТОС) to 
an unqualified transport company. 

‘Acting Deputy Special Prosecutor 
Humphrey Monteroso accused former 
Finance Assistant Secretary Antonio 
Belicena of causing the issuance of a 
TCC to St. Rose Transit Inc. on Jan. 2, 
1996, for the sum of P1.76 million de- 
spite discrepancies in the documents 
submitted by the bus firm. 

St. Rose Transit reportedly daimed tax 
privileges for two buses it had bought from 


said he considers himself an “offi 
cer in charge (OIC).” 

He said he was taking an indefi- 
nite leave as Secretary of the De- 
partment of Environment and Nat- 
ural Resources “pending the is- 
suance of my appointment papers 
and the Executive Order defining 
the functions" of his new position. 

“Twill be handling the schedule 
of the President and some of her 
personal and official concerns,” 


Philippine Automotive Manufacturing 
Corp. (Pamcor). Graft investigators found 
the vehicles’ invoice to be spurious and 
their prices overstated. 

The Ombudsman said Ралког was 
not entitled to tax privileges because the 
transport firm was a dealer and not a 
manufacturer, hence, the purchase was 
not covered by the Omnibus Investment 
Code of 1987 which defines the param- 
eters for the grant of a TCC. 

Investigators discovered that the in- 
voice presented to support the tax claim 
had in fact been issued by Pamcor not to 
‘St. Rose Transit but t Diamond Motors 
Corp., a Pamcor authorized dealer. 

The actual date of the invoice was 
Oct. 26, 1994, and not July 22, 1995, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


It's Mike D's first day as GMA chief of staff 


Two weeks ago, 


Capalla proposes setting up 
of bishops-mediamen's confab 


By Christian V. Esguerra 

ONE OF THE MOST CRITICIZED CATHOLIC 
Church leaders wants an unusual tie-up be- 
tween bishops and members of the media. 

Davao Archbishop Fernando Capalla yes- 
terday suggested the establishment of a Bish- 
ops-Mediamen’s Conference, similar to the 
prelates’ existing organization with business 
leaders. 

Capalla made the proposal amid com- 
plaints by a number of his peers that the me- 
dia were properly reporting the church hier- 
archy’ activities and position on various is- 
sues. 

Capalla himself has been criticized by some 
quarters, including some clergymen, for his al- 
legedly passive stand on political issues during 
his term as president of the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the Philippines. Some critics 
connected this stance to his supposed close ties 
to President Macapagal-Arroyo, widely seen as 
having benefited from the СВСРУ refusal to 
join calls for the President's resignation at the 
height of the “Hello Garci” scandal. 

Capalla came up with the proposed confer- 
ence, ostensibly convinced that a problem of 
“misunderstanding” existed between the me- 
dia and the bishops. 

Quoting Pope John Paul I's World Commu- 
nications Day message in 1999, he said: "At 
times, relations between the Church and the 
media can be marred by mutual misunder- 
standing which breeds fear and mistrust.” 

In Capalla’s mind, a conference would al- 
low bishops and journalists to learn from one 
another. 

From bishops, journalists could “learn the 
art of being human, of being a believer, of be- 
ing a cultural person, of being a true Filipino," 
according to Сараја. Bishops, in turn, could 
“begin to know and understand the journalism 
profession and social communications as an 
important aspect of social life in a democracy" 


Total, Seaoil also 
raise gas prices 


By Abigail L. Ho 


FOLLOWING THE LEAD OF ITS COMPETITORS, 
finished product importer Total (Philippines) Corp. 
yesterday raised the prices of is gasoline, diesel and 
kerosene by 50 centavos a liter and of its liquefied 
petroleum gas by 50 centavos per kilogram. 

‘The increase took effect at 12:01 a.m. yes- 
terday, the same time as Seaoil Petroleum 
Corp. and a day behind the other oil firms. 

‘Total officials said prices were adjusted to "par- 
tally reflect the increase in international ой prices” 

Iran's recent threat to revive its nuclear fuel 
research program sent shivers through the 
world oil market, government energy officials 
had said earlier. 

According to Department of Energy data, the re- 
sional benchmark Dubai crude jumped by close to 
$4a barrel to a January average of $56.90 a barre! 
from last month's $53.20 a barrel 

‘The price of unleaded gasoline based on 
the Mean of Platts Singapore (MOPS) bench- 
mark for refined petroleum products had like- 
wise surged to $66.29 in the first 13 days of 
January, an increase of almost $5 from the 
$61.01-a-barrel average posted last month. 

MOPS-based diesel also skyrocketed to an 
average of $71.76 a barrel in the Jan. 1-13 pe- 
riod from $67.03 a barrel in December. 

‘The international contract price of LPG 
shot up to an all-time high of $582 per metric 
ton (MT), rising by $44 from the December 
average of $538 per MT. 

‘The price hike brings the pump prices per 
liter of unleaded premium gasoline to be- 
tween P36.15 and P37.40, of diesel to be- 
tween P29.90 and P33.65, and of kerosene to 
between P32.65 and P35.80. The company 
said diesel discounts for public utility vehicles 
‘would continue at selected Total stations. 

е a ` 


“Through closer interaction with media 
practitioners, bishops can also begin to un- 
derstand the constraints on reporters, for in- 
stance, or story needs of media outlets — and 
dovetail these with the communication needs 
of the Church.” 


THE DAILY 
GOSPEL 


Tuesday, January 17, 2006 
2nd Week in Ordinary Time 
Anthony, Abbot 
1st Reading: 
Gospel: 

One Sabbath he was walking through 
grainfields. As his disciples walked along 
with him, they began to pick the heads of 
grain and crush them in their hands. Then the 
Pharisees said to Jesus, "Look! they are doing 
what is forbidden on the Sabbath!” 

‘And he said to them, “Have you never read 
what David did in his time of need, when he 
and his men were very hungry? He went into 
the house of God when Abiathar was High 
Priest and ate the bread of offering, which on- 
ly the priests are allowed to eat, and he also 
gave some to the men who were with him.” 
‘Then Jesus said to them, “The Sabbath was 
made for man, not man for the Sabbath. So 
the Son of Man is master even of the Sab- 
bath.” 

Commentary 

Samuel grieves for Saul, but is commanded 
to look for another among the sons of Jesse. He 
is looking into the heart of all his sons, and the 
last is David, the shepherd. He anoints him and 
the Spirit of God rushes upon him. God sees not 
as we see. Jesus walks through standing grain 
оп the Sabbath and lets his disciples chew on 
the heads of grain. When he is rebuked he com- 
pares himself to David who fed his men when 
they were in need by going into the temple and 
taking the holy bread that belonged only to the 
priests. He continues by saying that the Sab- 
bath and ай the laws are made for human be- 
ings’ life, and that we are not made for the 
laws. He calls himself ће Son of Man who is 
lord of the Sabbath, and all life. 
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SILANGAN 


Defensor told the Ingumer when 
asked about his new job, which he 
started two weeks ago on top of 
his position as DENR secretary. 

Не said he was responsible for the 
schedule of the President, attending to 
her flagship programs, which indud- 
ed poverty alleviation programs. 

Defensor 
joined the weekly briefing of Ex- 
‘ecutive Secretary Eduardo Ermi- 
ta, and took charge of explaining. 


as the claimant made it appear. 

Also, the real price per unit was P4.25 
million and not P4.89 million, the igure 
the tax credit claim was based оп. 

Prosecutors said the discrepancies 
were “glaring and obvious,” some- 
thing the accused finance officials 
should have known when they grant- 
ed the tax privilege to St. Rose Transit. 

Aside from Belicena, charged were 
‘One-Stop Shop Inter-Agency Tax Credit 
and Drawback Center Deputy Executive 
Director Uldarico Andutan, Net Local 
Content Center officer in charge Raul de 
Vera, senior tax specialist Rosanna Di- 
ala, St. Rose Transit president Aladin 
Simundac and a Joseph Cabotaje whose 
designation was not given. 


the subsidized rice and noodles 
program as well as the relocation 
program of residents affected by 
the rehabilitation of the North 
and South Railways. 

Yesterday, Defensor joined Ms 
Arroyo when she inspected the ar- 
eas in the South railway that were 
cleared by the National Housing 
Authority in preparation for the 
modernization of the Philippine 
National Railway tracks. 
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Intensive Grammar Review 
Speed Reading & Comprehension 
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Experience supply management education at its best! 


Supplylink 2006 promises a priceless face-to-face educational 
experience through short courses, topnotch speakers and 
networking opportunities. 
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M US 


Taking recent business trends into consideration, the 
Philippine Institute for Supply Management shows how supply chain 
transformation can be the most effective way of making 


a difference in business organizations. 


Featuring 21 short courses on: 
SUPPLY AND GENERAL MANAGEMENT 
STRATEGIC SOURCING 
SUPPLIER RELATIONSHIP MANAGEMENT 
SERVICES AND LOGISTICS 


Registration rates for members and non-members are available online as 


well as sponsors 


opportunities. For complete information, please 


call the Secretariat at (632) 634-6632; 634-5942; 634-5955; e-mail at 
secretariat@pism.org; thess@pism.org or visit us at www. 


Philippine Institute for Supply Management is a non-stock, non-profit organization 
of supply management professionals from Top 1000 corporations. 
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US senators: Don't rule 
out military strike on Iran 


said on Sunday the United States may ultimately have to undertake 
a military strike to deter Iran from obtaining nuclear weapons, but 


that should be the last resort. 


X 


d) 


67 P. Tuazon Boulevord, Cubao, Quezon City 


Tel, Nos : (632) 721.2961 


WASHINGTON-—REPUBLICAN AND DEMOCRATIC SENATORS , “Thats the last option. Everything else has to 
be exhausted. But to say under no circumstances 
would we exercise a military option, that would 
be crazy" Republican Sen. John McCain of Ari- 
zona said on CBS's “Face the Nation." 

Democratic Sen. Evan Bayh of Indiana, а 
member of the Senate Intelligence Commit- 
tee, said there are sensitive elements of Iran's 
nuclear program, which, if attacked, “would 
dramatically delay its development. 

“But that should not be an option at this 
point. We ought to use everything else possi- 
ble keep from getting to that juncture,” he 
said on CNN's “Late Edition." 

A growing nuclear fracas exploded last 
week when Iran, defying the United States 
and major European powers, resumed nucle- 
ar research after a two-year moratorium. 

Iran says it aims only to make power for an 
energy-needy economy, not build atom 
bombs. But it hid nuclear work from the UN 
nuclear watchdog agency for almost 20 years 
before exiled dissidents exposed it in 2002. 

Оп Sunday, Iran said that only diplomacy, 
not threats to refer it to the UN Security Coun- 
cil, could defuse a standoff over its nuclear 
‘work and warned that any Western push for 
sanctions could jack up world oil prices. 

"The Security Councils five permanent members 
‘and Germany planned talks in London on Monday 
опа common strategy to tackle the controversy 

McCain called the nuclear standoff “the 
most grave situation that we have faced since 
the end of the Cold War, absent the whole war 
on terror" Reuters 
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A LARGE flock of starlings flies over a park at sunset seeking an area 
to land for the evening, in Algiers Jan. 15. Millions of birds migrate 
‘every year, taking off from Europe and crossing into Africa. 


Indonesian girl dies of bird 
flu; 2 siblings also infected 


JAKARTA—A 13-YEAR-OLD IN- 
donesian girl died of bird flu at 
the weekend while two of her sib- 
lings have tested positive for the 
HSNI virus, a health ministry of- 
ficial said on Monday, citing the 
results of local tests. 

“We found three positive bird flu 
cases in one family coming from In- 
dramayu, West Java,” said Hariadi 
Wibisono, the ministry's director of 
control of animal-borne diseases. 

He said this was Indonesia's fifth 
cluster of bird flu cases, where peo- 
ple living in close proximity had 
fallen ill 

There was no evidence of hu- 
man-to-human transmission and 
dead chickens had been found in 
the neighborhood, he added. 

‘The H5NI virus is not known to 
pass easily between humans at the 
moment, but experts fear it could 
develop that ability and set off a 
global pandemie that might kill 
millions of people. 

If confirmed by outside labora- 
tories recognized by the World 
Health Organization (WHO), the 
latest cases would take total known 
deaths in Indonesia from avian flu 
to 13 and the number who have 
had bird flu to 20. 

Wibisono said the girl died in an. 
Indramayu hospital while her 15- 
year-old sister and 3-year-old 
brother had been sent to a hospital 
in Jakarta designated to care for 


bird flu patients, 

Indramayu is 175 km east of 
Jakarta, 

“A lot of fowls died around the 
neighborhood where they lived. 
But we dont know yet whether 
these fowls were carrying the virus, 
We sent a team there to investigate 
this moming,” he said, adding that 
anyone who has had close contact 
with the children will be tested. 

‘A WHO spokesperson in Jakarta 
said she was not aware if a team 
from the world body would go to 
Indramayu, but added WHO offi- 
cials usually joined such investiga- 
tions with the Health Ministry. 

‘The highly pathogenic strain of 
bird flu is endemic in poultry in 
parts of Asia, and has affected birds 
in two-thirds of the provinces in In- 
donesia, an archipelago of about 
17,000 islands and 220 million 
people. 

The country has millions of 
chickens and ducks, many in the 
yards of rural or urban homes, rais- 
ing the risk of more humans be- 
coming infected with a virus that is 
confirmed to have killed 79 people 
in six countries since late 2003. 

This includes recent cases in 
‘Turkey, the first human infections 
outside Fast Asia. 

Experts say the HSNI virus 
could become more active in the 
colder months in affected regions. 

Reuters 
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Sharon blinks while listening to tape 
JERUSALEM—Ariel Sharon blinked his eyes Monday as a tape of his grand- 
son was being played but medics sald It was too early to assess Its signi! 
cance, А spokesperson for the Hadassah hospital sald members of the fami- 
ty spotted the 77-year-old Israeli premier blinking. Medical sources sald 
Sharon had appeared to shed a tear while listening to the tape. On Sunday, 
doctors performed a tracheotomy on Sharon in order to assist his breath- 
Ing. Medical sources have been increasingly pessimistic about his. Chances. 
of making a recovery the longer ha remained In a coma. Chief neurosurgeon 
Dr. Felix Umansky sald Sunday patience was needed and the tracheotomy 
was nota sign his condition was worsening. AFP 


Bomb attack kills Canadian envoy 

KANDAHAR, Afghanistan—A Taliban bomb attack on a Canadian military 
convoy kiled a Canadian diplomat and atleast two Afghans In the heart of 
the southern Afghan city of Kandahar on Sunday, officials said. Canadian of- 
ficials said It appeared the convoy of armored vehicles was attacked by a 
suicide bomber, and that three soldiers were wounded. The diplomat, 59- 
year-old Glyn Berry, was a veteran foreign affairs officlal who was posted to 
Afghanistan last August. Reuters. 


Osama has *ceased to be important" 
MADRID—Fugitive al-Qaida leader Osama bin Laden has “ceased to be Impor- 
tant,” with the movement he created posing a far greater threat, respected British 
Маде East correspondent Robert Fisk told Spanish dally El Pals In an interview 
published Sunday. "То look for Bin Laden now is as useful as detaining nuclear 
Scientists after the creation of the atomie bomb," sald Fisk, who wil vist Spain on 
Tuesday to publicize a new book on the reglon. "Bin Laden has ceased to be im- 
portant- insisted Fisk, who has Interviewed the Saud-born terror mastermind 
Three timas. "Yet we are stl flowing the Holywoodesque vision of the existence 
of Bin Laden. В he alvo? When will they catch him?” opined Fisk, correspondent 
with The Independent newspaper. "Bin Laden created al-Qaida. His works done. 
Would tt change anything i he were captured?" Fisk asked rhetorically. AFP 


‘Dead man’ walking triggers panic 
NEW DELHI—An Indian man beleved dead by his family and fallow vilagers 
caused panic when he returned ovr fears he had come backas a ghost, the 
Times of Indla reported on Monday. Children screamed "Ghost! Ghost and vi- 
lagers оске thelr doors when Raju Raghuvanshi returned trom jall ear his 
month to his village in Mandia district in the central state of Madhya Pradesh. 
Raghuvanshis brothers, who had shaved their heads to mourn his death in Ine 
with Hindu tradito, led when he appeared, the paper reported. Vilagers and 
family members have ostracized him, forcing Raghuvanshi to fle a complaint 
‘wth local police. The vilage councl hs demande he prove ho ts nota ghost, 
but the paper did not say what kind of proof the elders wanted, ‘Reuters 
Р . 
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Socialist elected Chile's first woman president 


SANTIAGO, CHILE—CHILEELECT- that has run Chile since ji $ 
1990. 


ed socialist Michelle Bachelet to be 
its first woman president on Sunday, 


shift to the left. 


lots cast while opposition candidate баро. 
Sebastian Pinera took 47 percent, 


torship before living in exile abroad, 


dnm cm kas aah x 9 Michelle Bachelet телш 
making her only the second woman life, destroying what I € bi 

elected to head a South American loved, because I was a vic- 
state as Latin America cements а tim of hate,” Bachelet told 
tens of thousands ofcon- 
With almost all votes counted, feti-tossing supporters 
Bachelet, from Chile's ruling center- along the main boule- 
left coalition, won 53 percent ofbal- ard in downtown San- 


“I have dedicated 

the govemment Electoral Service my life to reversing 

said. that hate and convert 
Bachelet, 54, a medical doctor ing if into understand- 

imprisoned and tortured during the ing, tolerance and, why 

1973-1990 Augusto Pinochet dicta- not say it, love.” 

A former defense minister, 


“бз 
E ji 
$ PRESIDENT-ELECT 


will be the fourth consecutive presi- Bachelet is only the second woman 
dent from the center-left alliance elected to head a South American 


Brain chemical 
could be useful 
in fighting obesity 


PARIS—SCIENTISTS IN THE UNITED STATES 
say they have identified a compound in the 
brain that appears to play a key role in the 
drive to eat and could prove a useful weapon 
in the combat against obesity. 

"The chemical, a fatty acid called malonyl coen- 
zyme A, is produced in the hypothalamus—a part 
ofthe brain which receives signals from the diges- 
tive system about the Бойу nutritional state and 
which initiates the desire to eat or stop eating 

"The team used a deactivated cold virus to de- 
liver into the brains of lab rats an enzyme that de- 
grades malonyl coenzyme А. 

Levels of the fatty acid fell, prompting the rats 
to gobble up more food and become obese, 
roughly doubling in body weight over the course. 
ofthe 18-week experiment. 

The implication is that people who have insuf- 
ficient levels of malonyl coenzyme A may become 
unrestrained eaters, according to the study, which 
is published online on Sunday їп the specialist 
journal Nature Neuroscience. 

Boosting levels of it could help them to eat 
moderately it suggests. 

The authors are led by Luciano Rossetti of the 
Albert Einstein College of Medicine in New York. 

‘The research adds to previous studies, all in 
the early phase, that have pinpointed hormones 
that suppressor stimulate appetites. 
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2005 CNBC Asia Business Leader Awards Honor Roll 


January 12 to 17, 2006 


It's the travel. bargain event of the year! Enjoy 


between January 31 to March 16, 2006. Buy now! 


Fare Conditions: Selling Period is from January 12 to 17, 2006; Travel Period and Ticket Validity is from January 31 to March 
Flight changes are allowed with payment of applicable fees & fare difference; SS 
r to the scheduled departure will be charged with the NUF fee; 


16, 2006; Book and buy procedure shall apply; 
Confirmed reservations not cancelled before 1400H the day prio 
Closed booking is required; Senior citizen discount shall apply. Fares are exclusive of applicable taxes, fees and surcharges. 


*one-way fares/vice versa 


For bookings call (02) 636-4938; visit our website: www.cebupacificair,com; visit our Cebu Pacific office or the Travel Agent nearest you. 


nation after Janet Jagan of Guyana region's most socially conservative 
was chosen to succeed her husband countries. 
as president in 1997 after he died. 

"1 feel emotional, happy We are speech to bring more social equality the United States so Chile can keep 

№ breathing the air of liberty and uni- to Chile by the time her four-year benefiting from global free trade, 
/ ; ty" said Ana Paredes, 37,ahotelem- term ends in 2010, with sodal secu- while guaranteeing a steady natural 

ployee who said she spontaneously rity and equal educational opportu- gas supply from its neighbors. 

decided to join Bachelet revelers. 

“The celebration extended well in- to be remembered as a government shift to the left in Latin America, 
to the night with jubilant supporters for everybody?" she said. 
honking their car homs and shaking 
giant flags. 

Bachelet an agnostic with three to bring more women into publicof- than others. А socialist will soon 
children from two relationships, fice, and to find a place for her so- take office in gas-rich Bolivia, and 
benefited from a shift to more зеси- cial-democratic coalition within the leftist Evo Morales is favored to win. 
Jar values in Chile, which until re- range of leftist governments taking Mexico's July presidential election, 
cently had a reputation as one ofthe hold in Latin America. Reuters 


huge discounts in all our domestic destinations. Morê than 
50,000 seats are up for grabs, Hurry, Jou only have until January 17 to buy your Seat Sale’ tickets for travel 


Israel said she would have to bal- 
ance the need to maintain g 
She pledged during her victory global relations, particularly with 


nities for all. “Iwant my government А Bachelet victory consolidates a 
where leftists now run Argentina, 
Political scientist Ricardo Israel Brazil, Uruguay and Venezuela, 
said a main challenge for her willbe some with politics more extreme 
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Medical tourism 


НЕ MEDICAL TOURISM PROGRAM LAUNCHED 

] last week may yet help relieve the brain drain in the 

health professionals sector and at the same time 

earn a lot of dollars for the country. But the program has 
to be well managed to ensure that it does not adversely 
affect the health program for poor Filipinos and result in 
the exploitation of people ready to sell parts of their body 

for money. 

EDITORIAL Health Undersecretary Jade del Mun- 

à do has said that the program would put 
the Philippines on the world stage of medical tourism. In- 
dia, Thailand, Malaysia and Singapore are ahead of the 
Philippines in medical tourism, but it should not be diffi- 
cult for the country to catch up, given the competent 
health professionals it has, its international image as а 
caring and compassionate nation and its very reasonable 
and competitive medical rates. Also a plus is the fact that. 
most of our health professionals are proficient in English. 

A heart bypass here costs only about P500,000, or 
about half the price abroad. A kidney transplant costs P3 
million, or less than half the rate in other Asian or West- 
ern countries. Even cosmetic surgical procedures are 
cheaper here. For example, blepharoplasty, which widens 
the contours of Asian eyes, would cost about P500,000 in 
Japan and South Korea, but only P150,000 in the Philip- 
pines. 

Medical tourism has a dual purpose: people would visit 
another country to get medical treatment and enjoy a va- 
cation in the process. This new kind of tourism promises 
to be a lucrative dollar earner for the Philippines. Dr. 
Joseph James Joaquino, a plastic surgeon, said that in 
Thailand in 2004 the medical tourism industry drew 
600,000 foreign tourists and earned nearly $500 million 
for the country. 

Tourists would be ready to pay high professional fees, 
and so doctors, nurses and other medical professionals 
who are thinking of working abroad could be convinced 
to stay in the Philippines. Later they could pool their sav- 
ings and set up clinics and hospitals of their own. Other 
doctors and nurses already working abroad could be en- 
ticed to return to the country if they could earn better pay 
so that they could be near their families at the same time. 

The medical tourism program could also help promote 
indigenous medical and therapeutic practices, such as 
hilot. This type of Filipino massage has therapeutic bene- 
fits and, properly promoted, could compete with the 
‘world-famous Thai massage. 

There are certain caveats, however. The Alliance of 
Health Workers, through a spokesperson, said that the 
program, which would offer world-class health care to 
foreigners, could aggravate the neglect of poor Filipino 
patients. Millions of them now have to content them- 
selves with substandard treatment and obsolete equip- 
mentin government hospitals and clinics. 

Another danger is that the program could result in the 
“mutilation” of hundreds, if not thousands, of poor Fil- 
ipinos who would sell kidneys and other vital organs for 
big sums of money. In 2003, 420 kidney transplants were 
done locally. About 250 of the kidneys came from donors 
not related to the recipients, and most of the donors were 
paid. The selling of kidneys is a booming business in Rizal 
Park, Bacood and Baseco compound in Manila, Novalich- 
es in Quezon City and Addition Hills in Mandaluyong, ac- 
cording to Dr. Angeles Tan Alora, a bioethics expert. 

What if the donors who are left with only one kidney 
each later suffer kidney failure? Would not the govern- 
mentand society spend more to solve the new problem? 

What makes medical tourism an attractive program all 
over the world is the money. Del Mundo, citing figures 
from the International Trade Center Geneva, said that the 
global medical tourism industry earns about $20 billion a 
year. The Philippine government expects to earn $300 
million in the first year of operation of the medical 
tourism program and $1 billion a-year for the next five 
years. 

If the program does stem the brain drain in the health 
professionals sector and brings in the tourist dollars, well 
and good, But safeguards have to be taken to ensure that 
it does not result in the neglect of poor Filipino patients 
and in the exploitation of poor people who might be en- 
ticed to give up some of their vital organs in exchange for 
dollars. 
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DID THE BANG MATCH THE BUCKS? THEY 
did in Bacolod City, Jordan in Guimaras and 
Carcar in Cebu. That's where the local govern- 
ments delivered in programs to tackle malnu- 
trition that devastate vulnerable kids in pover- 
ry-strapped families. А new Philippine Wom- 
en's University study reached that conclusion 
after analyzing the cost-effectiveness of gov- 
'emments six year (1998-2004) “Early Child- 
hood Development Project.” 

No one dies of starvation here. But many 
shrivel from chronic hunger and diseases like 
tuberculosis or blindness. One out of three of 
over 9.1 million school kids are underweight, 
nutrition surveys show. 

Protein energy malnutrition ushers more 
Filipino pre-school children to premature 
graves than in lower-income countries like 
Bangladesh, Kenya or Tanzania, the World 
Bank and the Asian Development Bank noted 
in a joint study, "Early Childhood Develop- 
ment" 

PWU surveyed 17 of the first 132 LGUs that 
signed up to provide quick and sustained deliv- 
ery of services, from food enrichment packages 
to day-care workers. "It takes a village to raise 
a child, the African proverb says. 

Dr. Romeo Gecolea, Winona Pasimio, Nenita 
Сига and Ligaya Braganza interviewed 1,200 
mothers, caregivers and local officials to deter- 
mine: () do families seek such services? (b) 
were they cost-effective? and (c) can they be 
sustained? 

"This 
етпел: made in the last decade 
 Geoclea. "It delivered life-saving and develop- 
ment-enhancing services" for school children 
їп areas afflicted by scandalously high death 
rates and ill health 

“LGUs plowed in substantial proportions of 
their meager internal revenue allotments or 
pork barrel to keep services for their children 
going,” adds this former United Nations Devel- 
opment Program official. 

“Virtually all who enter Grade 1 were bene- 
fited by the Curriculum Enrichment module 
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and demand was high,” the study found. 

But Day Care Mother services smashed into 
a cultural wall. Filipino parents entrust infants 
and very young children only to immediate rel- 
atives. So, only 2 percent used a project where 
volunteers care for children while their moth- 
ers worked. 

“Adam and Eve had many advantages, but 
the principal one was they escaped teething,” 
Mark Twain once joked. But multiple health 
needs of children are a major concern for 
mothers. Seven out of 10 sought rural health 
midwives for vaccination, breast-feeding, use 
of fortified foods, ete. 

The most cost-effective health packages, 
where each child got four vaccines, were: Ba- 
colod City at P10.22 per child and Jordan, 
Guimaras, at P30.29. Least cost-effective were 
Tigan City, at P1,287.99 per child; Alimodian, 
Iloilo, at P297.53; and Kidapawan City in 
Cotabato at P140.10. 

For a kid to get Vitamin A and iron supple- 
ments in Jordan, Guimaras, cost P21.60 and in 
Carcar, Cebu, P33.38. But in Iligan, Lanao del 
Norte, the bill was P799.05 per child, and їп 
Alimodian, lloilo, P268.96. 

The study found that 79 percent of mothers 
“spent their own money to avail themselves of 
these packages.” The average expenditure was 
7,738.17 per household. 

‘The breakdown indicates the priorities of 
families: (a) P6,213.12 for micronutrient sup- 
plements and fortified foodstuff; (b) 
P1433.84 for Day Care Centers; and (c) 
P91.21 for vaccination, neonatal care, etc. 

Similar variations occurred in per head cost. 
“Most cost-effective, by this indicator, were 


Still, deeply upright, deep! 


PAMPANGA REP FRANCIS L. NEPOMUCENO, 
chair of the House committee on civil service 
and professional regulation, has an interesting 
proposal. He wants the NTC to revoke the fran- 
chise of Sky Cable, which is owned by the 
Lopezes. The reason for this is that Channel 53 
of Sky Cable airs the Jerry Springer Show, one 
recent episode of which showed a number of 
‘women pulling up their blouses to expose huge 
breasts and men pulling down their trousers 
and exposing their buttocks. Nepomuceno 
finds this “obscene,” and wants the MTRCB as 
well to ban the show immediately. 

Му first thought upon reading this item was 
to marvel at how far afield our intrepid con- 
gressman has gone in his wanderings in the 
wilds of cable TV I confess to being a little less 
adventurous in that respect, confining my at- 
tention to the news and sports channels. I bare- 
ly glance at HBO and the other movie chan- 
nels. If I want to watch a movie, Islip in a DVD, 
the ones from Quiapo, in particulas, having im- 
proved vastly in clarity of picture (and sound) 
and sophistication of titles. But now that Nepo- 
muceno has mentioned it, 1 will switch to 
Channel 53 and other stations one of these 
days to see for myself the hidden cornucopia of 
earthly delights, er hellish scourges, that 
awaits, or lurks, there, the better to help the 
congressman in his research. 

Somehow, when I read that item, І had this 
image of him enduring the obscenity with for- 
titude in an earnest desire to aid legislation, re- 
fusing with a tenacity known only to Javert to 
switch channels at the first assault of humon- 
gous breasts to take in the second furious wave 
of wiggling asses. I can only sympathize with 
him. Certainly, no one can accuse him of taking 
his duties lightly. 

‘But 1 wouldn't have given this more than 
passing thought if 1 did not remember that а 
couple of months ago Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman 
also sought to stamp out an obscenity in this 
country. That is motels and similar establish 
ments with fancier names offering occupancy 
for abbreviated hours, or what everybody calls 
“short time.” Ido nor now recall Lagman's exact 
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words. What | do recall is his outrage and indig- 
mation that such things should exist in this 
country, “short time" being, he said, an aid, ог 
encouragement, to illicit affairs. 

He wanted the practice stopped, spreading 
as it did the plague of immorality upon the 
land, He wanted “short time” abolished from 
the face of the earth, or at least Metro Manila, 
and establishments offering the same to be 
shut down and their owners given long time in. 
prison. 

1 wouldn't have given that more than pass- 
ing thought either if 1 did not remember that 
government and church officials periodically 
complain about movie and TV fare, and more 
recently about the ads in the media, including 
the billboards that now bedeck, or obstruct, 
the capital city's skyline. The complaints nor- 
mally have to do with the suggestive poses of 
the models there, or the same models’ obses- 
sion to show their bodies in the near-pristine 
state God made them, 

Being near-blind to ads (1 don’t know but for 
some reason 1 completely overlook them in 
newspapers and TV), I must confess I have not 
noticed a marked increase in the quantity and 
quality of the, wel, boldness. 1 do know that 
FHM and rival publications are competing fe- 
rociously in the skin trade, but have not given 
much thought to it, knowing that bolder stuff 
is easily available in, and accessible through, 
the Internet. And who can navigate their way 
there with the skill and boldness of Columbus 
than the kids? 

But I will not go into whether pornography 
is besieging us and constitutes a dire threat. I 
am just amazed that the officials above should 
espy obscenity in nubile bodies, in suggestive 
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projects in Bacolod City at P16.83 per capital 
Cadiz City, at P27.75; and Jordan at P33.88.” 
In contrast, “LGUs with the highest costs were. 
Lala, Lanao del Norte, at P532.81 per capita; 
Alimodian, Iloilo, at P227.65, and Pilar, Capiz, 
at P202.41." 

Implementation rates differed too. “Gung- 
ho" Kidapawan City in Cotabato notched up 
over 100 percent, Ten of the 17 LGUs started 
their programs only after 2000. 

“The three highest implementation rates 
were achieved by Kidapawan, Cotabato, at 115 
percent; Buenavista, Guimaras, at 89 and Passi 
City, ойо, at 69,” the report notes. “Lowest 
implementation rates were registered by Cadiz 
City at 33 percent and Tagbilaran City at 37.” 

How much LGUs spend differs, too. Bais 
City allocated P11.63 million, while Jordan 
spent the lowest at P1.07 million. In Lanao del 
Norte, Шап City spent P10.5 million and Lala 
P7.2 million, while Banga, Aklan, disbursed 
P2.3 million. 

‘Seven LGUs had “unclassified costs” that ex- 
ceeded 10 percent of the total bill: Cadiz City 
and Banga, Aklan, over 45 percent; Sibalom, 
‘Antique, 40 percent; Balete, Aklan, 23 percent; 
Passi, Iloilo, 17 percent; Pilar, Capiz, 12 per- 
cent; and Buenavista, Guimaras, 11 percent. 

Future early childhood projects need to im: 
prove their information reporting systems, 
‘And there's need to use mass communications 
better. Above ай, effective ways adopted by Ba- 
colod, Jordan and Carcar should be replicated. 

LGUs can sustain programs for their own de> 
prived children. Some beefed up their counter- 
parts from "pork barrel” funds, bilateral or 
NGO aid, and barangay revenues. Except for 
the mayor of Buenavista, all agreed that they 
could carry on programs for the vulnerable 
kids even after national funds are cut. 

These deprived kids аге more important 
than those strutting politicians. “If you bungle 
raising your children,” Jacqueline Kennedy 
once said, “whatever else you do will not mat: 
tervery much.” 

(E-mail: juan_mercado@pacifc.net.ph) 
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poses or not, and sex, illicit or not, and fail to 
be assailed by a more humongous obscenity 
that stares us in the face and constitutes the 
greatest scourge this country has ever been 
threatened with. 

‘At the time Lagman complained of what 
“short time” in motels was doing to the morals 
of the youth, or not-so-youth, he had just 
helped mightily to stop a usurper in Mala- 
cafiang from being removed. He and the votes- 
for-hire in Congress conspired to defeat a 
move to impeach GMA, for which (mis)deed 
he was dropped by the Liberal Party from its 
roster. Indeed, at the time he excoriated “short 
time,” his daughter had just been named by 
‘Archbishop Oscar Cruz’s witnesses as a benefi- 
ciary of jueteng. 

Indeed, at the time all of them were com- 
plaining about these obscenities, the argu- 
ments in defense of the usurper in Malacañang 
had sunk to, “So GMA cheated in the elections, 
so what?,” which was being peddled in media 
asthough it were the most natural thing in the 
world, Nestor Torre would observe the effects 
of this thinking in the entertainment world. 
couple of weeks ago, he reported that musi- 
cians who were accused of plagiarism had this 
ready argument: “We did not do it. But even if 
we did, so what?" In this country, disrobing in 
public and exchanging body fluids in private 
has become a crime, but stealing the vote and 
passing other people's work as one's own has 
become a yawn. 

Tremember that one of the first things Mar- 
cos did after he declared martial law was to 
shut down the publications that exposed fe- 
male bodies along with the publications that 
exposed his wrongdoing, and the bold movies 
that proliferated then, which ended Merle Fer 
nandez’s (the original bold star), well, budr 
ding, career. And the martial-law government 
proclaimed victoriously that at last this coun’ 
try had rid itself of all obscenity. 

You couldn't have had anything morc deeply 
upright and more deeply crooked then. You 
can’t have anything more deeply upright and 
тоге deeply crooked now. 
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‘YESTERDAY'S INQUIRER BANNER STORY SAID 
itall. It quoted Sen. Joker Arroyo as saying that the 
Lakas “troika” of leaders “mistakenly believes that 
senators would agree to write their own obituary.” 
Ies obvious that some senators are stonewalling 
the growing clamor for Charter change because 
their chamber would face extinction. Their instinct 
for self preservation and survival is blinding them 
tothe merits of the system that has more following 
around the world than the one we have. 

"This week, the Senate makes an effort to address 
Charter change, with hearings commencing in Sen. 
Richard Gordon's committee on electoral laws and 
constitutional amendments. The issues are House 
resolution calling for a constituent assembly and a 
Senate resolution calling for a constitutional con- 
‘vention. I suspect, however, that such moves would 
be token and the hearings would be interminable. 
The senators also know there are no funds for a 
constitutional convention, what with three elec- 
tions scheduled for next year. But they could find 
themselves isolated from the rest of the country. 

‘The absence from the national directorate 
caucus of six Lakas senators—Juan Flavier, Pia 
Cayetano, Ramon Magsaysay Jr, Richard Gor- 
don, Ramon Revilla and Lito Lapid—was not 
just a “bad omen," as House Majority Leader 
Prospero Nograles put it. With the six not offer- 
ing any explanation for not showing up, it’s a 
clear signal that they don’t want to go against 
the sentiment of their colleagues. This is short- 
sighted thinking, though, for under the pro- 
posed changes, both chambers would give way 
toa single legislature that will be less expensive 
and more dynamic and proactive. Nothing can 
prevent the senators from running for the 
nicameral legislature, especially those with dis- 
trict backing, such as Edgardo Angara, Juan 
Ponce Enrile, Aquilino Pimentel, Manuel Villas, 
Ralph Recto and Lito Lapid. We hope they will 
bemore open to Charter change. 


Having just one legislative chamber is the most 
popular argument for a shift to а parliamen- 
tary/unicameral form. Right now we citizens are 


Hope and health from fa 


‘THOUGH IPUT IN SOME CAUTIONARY WORDS 
about medical missions in a recent column on 
“medical tourism," the truth is that these may 
sometimes be necessary in a health environment, 
such as that obtaining here, with a severe short- 
age of health professionals, inadequate health in- 
frastructure and massive poverty. 

‘And if these medical missions are carried out by 
groups like the Philippine-American Group of Edu- 
‘ators and Surgeons Pages, based in New Jersey, 
then such charitable endeavors would surely be of 
help in alleviating the poor health conditions of the. 
populace. 

În a recent issue of The Filipino Reporter, news 
editor Edmund Silvestre featured the organization 
that, he says, he learned about only by accident. 
"The group—composed of successful Filipinos who 
are either retired or simply have made this mission 
a public service commitment—is really a role model 
for Filipino organizations across the US and maybe 
the world. For the past 15 years, they (have 
worked) hard and (worked) quietly and have no 
time for petty quarrels or bickering or jealousy 
which normally mar many organizations here.” 

Pages, says Silvestre, launches medical missions 
in the Philippines every year and donates medical 
equipment to various public hospitals here, mostly 
in rural areas in Luzon and the Visayas. In fac, the 
next Pages mission has been scheduled for next 
‘month in Bay, Laguna, and in Cavite. 

Following are excerpts from Silvestre’ article in 

‘The Filipino Reporter: 
EAST ORANGE, N.J.—Vid Figueras knows he 
cannot save the world, but his humanitarian 
group known as Pages—Philippine American 
Group of Educators and Surgeons—has treated 
‘over 6,000 Filipino children and young adults 
for the past 15 years through its Operation 
HOPE (Helping Other People Excel). 

"Our main goal is simply to help, without ex- 
pecting anything in return,” Figueras, founding 
chair, said as he and fellow volunteers invento- 
ried а two-story warehouse full of donated med- 
ical items that will be shipped to the Philippines 
x» in time for their February 2006 medical mis- 


DURING ONE OF MY OUFORTOWN TRIPS ТО 
do research on the province of Batangas, 1 was 
asked by my guide what I found interesting about 
dilapidated old houses that were falling apart. OF 
course, I told her about hardwood and how it was 
difficult to come by these days as well as the intri- 
cacy of the carvings that would cost a fortune to 
have made today. I didn't say that one has to have 
a fanciful turn of mind, not quite grounded in re- 
ality because 1 was afraid she would laugh. 

‘With a creak of a floorboard or the sigh of the 
wind in the old trees in the yard, old houses whis- 
per of past lives. They speak of children scurrying 
up the stairs, of servants cooking in clay kalans, of 
kitchen floors made of bamboo siats and of forgot- 
ten architects whose names will never now be 
known. Who are these ghosts of the past? 

You may find some answers in the architectural 
section of archival documents or in last wills and 
testaments, perhaps in 19th century magazines 
like La Ilustracion Filipina. Unfortunately for us, 
there is no way to check today whether those ar- 
chitectural drawings ever became a reality, consid- 
ering that what wasn't bombed during the war we 
decided to demolish. Manila, despite being the 
‘oldest capital, isn't exactly friendly toward the 
past, There are some inventories of household 
goods in last wills and testaments kept in the Na- 
tional Archives, but since the houses are all gone, 
there's no way for us to imagine what their interi- 
ors looked like. 

Perhaps the province may prove easier than 
Manila since the chain of ownership may sill be 
traced in public records or last wills or even oral 
reminiscences of relatives and old neighbors that 
may tell you about family feuds or inventories of 
furnishings, But don’t you find it amazing how few 
families have kept albums of photographs or old 
letters or even old recipes? 

Since we are a superstitious people, any house 
that has a reputation of being haunted (and this 
doesn’t even have to be 100 years old) has less of a 
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footing a very expensive bill to maintain the two 
chambers: for the House with 236 members, P2.8 
billion, and for the Senate with 24 members, P1.6 
billion. The P4.4 billion does not include their pork 
barrel with P200 million going to every senator 
and P40 million to every House member. 

Just as bad is the gridlock perpetually afflicting 
both chambers, as shown by the fact that the Sen- 
ate passed only four bill last year. Such gridlock 
happens between the executive and the legislative 
branches in a presidential system, unlike in a par- 
liamentary system where members of the Cabinet 
‘come from parliament. This explains why in coun- 
tries that have a parliamentary the delivery of pro- 
grams is much faster and more efficient. 

There is also need to reform some economic provi- 
sions of the 1987 Constitution to put us on a more 
competitive footing with our neighbors in Southeast 
Asia. Over 50 years of the presidential system have 
failed to take us out of economic underdevelopment. 

With the Senate determined to block Charter. 
change, its proponents, led by President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo and Speaker Jose de Venecia, have 
firmed up various plans to push it. Other politi- 
cal parties and groups are being sought out for 
support, including the Nationalist People's 
Coalition under Deputy Speaker Emilio Es- 
pinosa and Reps. Gilbert Teodoro, Jesli Lapus 
and Frisco San Juan; Kampi under Reps. Luis 
Villafuerte, Vie Sumulong and Ronaldo Puno; 
the Liberal Party faction under Mayor Joselito 
Atienza; and the Social Democrats led by Na- 
tional Security Adviser Norberto Gonzalez. Vari- 
ous members of civil society are also gearing for 
the Cha-cha campaign. 
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sion in Bay, a third-class municipality in Laguna, 
with 15 poor barangays. 

“The Philippines is in crisis and many people 
there need assistance,” said Figueras, a native of 
Imus, Cavite, and who is also special assistant to 
the Cavite governor (Ayong Maliksi) on health 
issues. “T have seen the extent of the health crisis 
there and one way to help ease the problem is by 
doing what call a mass production of help." 

The large warehouse, located within a private. 
East Orange, New Jersey, compound owned by 
retired engineer and Pages supply coordinator. 
Douglas Malazzo, houses hundreds of thou- 
sands of dollars worth of medicines and medical 
equipment, including a dozen used anesthesia 
machines worth $50,000 each, examination ta- 
bles, electric wheelchairs, dental chairs, and op- 
erating room lights that will eventually go to 
needy provincial or municipal hospitals. 

“So far, we have donated 20 anesthesia ma- 
chines to several hospitals, and numerous other 
equipment as well, donated by groups like SOS 
and the Doctor Dealer Foundation,” Figueras 
said. 

‘The warehouse also keeps boxes of medical 
books, canned goods, and all kinds of stuffed 
toys used to comfort children who will undergo 
surgery. Beside the warehouse is a large (cargo) 
container filled with more donated items like 
‘surgical gloves, suction catheter, antibiotics and 
other medicines. 

‘We have enough supply here,” Figueras as- 
sured. “We can even supply medical gloves to 
the entire Philippines if we want to." 
OPERATION HOPE was inspired by the internation- 
al program called “Operation Smile,” of which 
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chance of being sold. Or if it is, it would be tom 
down and a new one constructed on its site. Unlike 
the British who actually make a business of haunt- 
ed houses for tourism purposes (note the Tower of 
London), many of us won't even watch scary 
movies. 

We lived in a house in Sta. Mesa after the war, 
where it was claimed one could hear the iron 
chains that bound the original owner and even see 
where his blackened feet (from the fires of hell) 
left their mark on the wide narra boards. Needless 
to say, | don't remember seeing anything, but it 
made mea very obedient child indeed when it was 
bedtime. Come to think of it, I never asked what 
the poor man was supposed to have done to de- 
serve such a fate that when the family was saying a 
nine-day novena, his voice was supposedly heard 
saying that their prayers were useless. 

‘Most houses may lack the drama of ghosts and 
secret staircases (although there is said to be one 
in the American ambassador's residence in Baguio 
that allegedly goes down to a tunnel). 1 also have 
not heard of anyone finding money stashed away 
behind the tabique Pampango (although it's possi- 
ble that whoever found it may not necessarily 
broadcast it). But this doesn't mean that such sto- 
ries are dry and boring. 

“There was the old Arnedo house їп Apalit that 1 
found by following the old McArthur Highway and. 
the Pampanga River. Reading the description of 
the house in Felix Roxas’ articles, | wondered 
where the Bentwood chairs used during balls had 


For the proponents, the timetable is to have the 
seven constitutional amendments approved in last 
Saturday's Lakas caucus pushed either through a 
constituent assembly or a people's initiative. This 
means continuing the massive information drive 
kicked off by the Constitutional Consultative Com- 
mission, this time spearheaded by local govem- 
ment officials. Between June 7 to 15, a plebiscite is 
proposed to be held wherein the people will be 
asked to answer if they approve the amendments 
and if they want the elections of all parliamentary 
‘members in May 2007 or May 2010. The plebiscite 
questions, if answered in the affirmative, would re- 
sult in the abolition of Congress and the emergence 
of an interim parliament whose members would be 
drawn from Congress. By 2007 or 2010, depending 
оп what the people approve, the election of mem- 
bers of the new parliament would take place and 
the president will be reduced to a “ceremonial 
leader” as the prime minister wields real power. 

With their “never-say-die-spirit,” the propo- 
nents will move Charter change simultaneously 
оп two fronts: in Congress, through efforts to 
convene as a constituent assembly, and at the 
grassroots, through a people's initiative by 
gathering 5 million signatures that will repre- 
Sent 12 percent of all registered voters, with at 
least 3 percent coming from each legislative dis- 
trict. Both moves, however, face difficult road- 
blocks. The constituent assembly needs both 
the House and the Senate to get into the act—ei- 
ther voting jointly by a % vote or separately, as 
intended by the drafters of the Constitution, as 
some legal luminaries argue. This issue could 
end up in the Supreme Court. 

On the other hand, the people's initiative to be 
spearheaded by various organizations of local of- 
ficials could also be blocked in the SC. Recall that 
the effort of Pirma to launch a similar people's 
tiative in 1997 was thrown out by a vote of 8-6 and 
later 7-7 because of the absence of an enabling 
law. Significantly, two justices who voted favor- 
ably for Pirma are still in the Court: Chief Justice 
‘Artemio Panganiban and Justice Reynato Puno. 
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Figueras, a registered nurse, was a member since 
1983, along with American surgeons that go to dif- 
ferent poor countries to offer free medical services. 

Figueras said that when “Operation Smile” 
stopped its Philippine program for two years in (the 
1990s) due to political and peace and order prob- 
Jems, he formed Pages and its Operation HOPE, as 
well as Operation Grace (food and gift-giving dur- 
ing missions); and Operation Education (seminars 
and teaching sessions for medical students and 
practitioners, including nurses). 

Over the years, Pages managed to attract—often 
by word of mouth—not only Filipino-American 
physician volunteers but also their American and 
British counterparts. 

One of them is Dr Peter АУМ, а world: 
renowned British reconstructive surgeon, whos 
been involved with the group for the past six years. 

"These are respectable plastic surgeons and edu- 
cators who eam good money” Figueras said. “They 
do pure volunteer work and pay their own way to 
the Philippines every year ... operating nonstop 
from 5 a.m. to 8 p.m. for five straight days a week" 

Pages is supported by three businessmen-philan- 
ihropiss—a Chinese, a Jew and an Ameri- 
can—who believe in the group's noble cause. “But 
no names please,” Figueras requested. “These are 
very private people who regularly assist people 
from poor nations.” 

Donations of medical supplies come from foun- 
dations and medical groups and individuals from 
places like Ohio, Kentucky, South Carolina, New 
Jersey and New York, as well as hospitals which up- 
grade their equipment and donate the used ones to 
Pages. 

Figueras said all donated medical equipment are 
evaluated by a US-trained biomedical engineer be- 
fore being put to use. 

"Donations that come from three states alone сап 
fill up two 40-foot containers," Figueras said. The 
latest donors were Dr. Mark Kaster of Toms River 
Community Hospital in South Jersey, who gave 
nine used anesthesia machines; and Nanding and 
Mila Mende, producers of the annual Philippine 
Fiesta in New Jersey, who donated $4,000. 

(More tomorrow) 
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gone and where was the porcelain that their guests 
had used. Old people said the main house had 
been gutted by fire and the one where we stood 
was merely a guest house. The belongings had 
Jong been divided among the heirs. 

‘Among the houses on R. Hidalgo Street in Mani- 
la was one where a former tenant said you could 
hear the patter of children’s feet on the stairs. He 
went on to tell how his brother saw a shadow in 
the azotea raise a cigarette to his mouth. 

1 was so delighted that I immediately thought a 
ghost tour of R. Hidalgo would be a huge success. 
But Butch Zialcita put a damper on my enthusiasm 
by telling me that Filipinos do not appreciate 
ghosts. stil haven't figured that one out, especial- 
Iy since other countries even offer tours of ceme- 
teries. Of course, we've got one of the Chinese in 
La Loma but thats not quite the same thing. 

Then there was a bahay na bato ina town in La- 
guna parts of which were burnt during the Revolu- 
tion. Many ofits furnishings, however, were saved 
as well as the main living room and massive stair- 
‘case leading to the second story and the black and 
white marble tiles of the azotea. Sometime during 
the early part of the 20th century, it was moved to 
a suburb by the sea and a new house built around 
these artifacts. After many years, the old part of 
the house was again transferred and incorporated 
into a new house in one of the Makati villages. 

‘Among the items were a small carved table that 
was said to levitate whenever a daughter of the 
house came into the room and a music box that 
played by itself without anyone winding it. Despite 
my delight at ghost stories, 1 never saw or heard 
anything much to my regret, though 1 was told 
that a certain psychic saw people going up and 
down the stairs and siting on the antique furni- 
ture. Eventually the house was sold and Ive often 
wondered whether the new owner ever saw or 
heard anything unusual 

Comments at bambiharper yahoo.com 
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A history of violence 


JT WAS PAST SIX IN THE EVENING AND MY CLASS IN 
Criminal Procedure had just ended. My group mates and I 
had decided to do some late-night field work, when a male 
classmate walked up to us and asked if he could go. “Merong 
gulo (There's trouble), he said simply. 

Looking over his shoulder, I noticed that there were in- 
deed several male students quietly conferring in groups. 
Frat men, I conclud- 
ed. And then 1 un- 
derstood that my 
classmate wanted to 
avoid getting em- 
broiled in an im- 
pending clash be- 
tween his fraternity 
and another Greek- 
letter fraternity. 

Tamnot and never 
have been a member 
of any organization 

requires recruits to go through initiation rites or 
which has the habit of going to war with other similarly ori- 
ented organizations. I almost do not care if members of fra- 
ternities beat up one another out of a misguided sense of 
brotherhood. I do not want to get into trouble. But the prob- 
lem is, even non-fraternity members can sometimes be 
caught up in the crossfire of frat wars. Students like us have 
often ended up victims of the culture of violence that seems 
to animate some fraternities. 

Who was it who said that “writing saved me from the sin 
and inconvenience of violence”? I prefer to write rather than 
make a lonely protest rally around the school campus and se- 
cretly put up posters denouncing fraternity violence. I am 
afraid that 1 would be facing the fraternities by my lonesome 
if they got wind of my protest against their violent acts. 1 
must say that I am only against frat men who advocate and 
practice violence in the name of brotherhood. I am not say- 
ing all frat members have his violent streak. My male class- 
mate, for one, tries very hard to avoid trouble and even goes 
ош of his way to make friends with members of other frater- 
nities. But I believe that victims of fraternity-related violence 
also deserve to be heard. 

T can still remember how a few years back, a poor scholar 
met a violent death at the hands of hired killers after he was 
mistaken for a member of a rival fraternity. He was just sit- 
ting on a bench, near the hangout of one fraternity, without 
any thought of being hit by some hired goons or frat men 
since he was not affiliated with any fraternity. He thought 
wrongly and paid dearly for it. 

More recently, a grandson of а highly placed politician 
died after going through initiation rites mandated by one 
fraternity. And this year has seen a rise in fraternity-related 
assaults right on the UP campus and the victims included not 
only frat men but even some students who had no fraterni- 
ties. What a waste of some of our nation's youth. 

Some officers of fraternities that were involved in violent 
incidents have been in compliance with the Anti-Hazing Law. 
But while our legislators seem to have finally recognized the 
threats being posed by certain frat rituals, I believe the law is 
still inadequate. The first time I read RA 8049, I already 
knew it would not be effective in stopping fraternity-related 
violence or “physically taxing” initiation rites. In fact, the law 
does not prohibit physical initiation at all. It should not have 
been labeled as an Anti-Hazing Law since all it does is regu’ 
late the process of initiation by requiring fraternities to seek 
permission from school authorities prior to conducting such 
rites. 

RA 8049 prescribes harsh penalties for participants in ini- 
tiation rites when a neophyte suffers physical injuries or be- 
comes insane, imbecile, impotent, or blind. The law imposes 
the penalty of reclusion perpetua when the hazing is marred 
by the death, rape, sodomy or mutilation of a neophyte. OF 
course, this is much better than having no law at all. But 
again it must be pointed out that this does not actually pre- 
vent fraternities and other organizations from making their 
recruits go through excruciatingly painful and emotionally 
draining initiation rites. The victim can only have recourse to 
the law after violent acts have been committed to him. 

Indeed fortunate are those who get out of these initiation 
rites alive and become the "brods" of their tormentors. But 
how about those who do not survive or those who are 
maimed for life? What will years of imprisonment imposed 
оп the perpetrators do to a dead or disabled recruit? Prison 
will not restore a recruit’ life or limb. 

Ibelieve that one of the best solutions to end fraternity-re- 
lated violence is for the fraternity alumni themselves to 
openly denounce the violent actions of their brods. Many of 
these alumni now occupy positions of authority and influ- 
ence and their sentiments will be heard and respected by 
their juniors. It is time to undertake reforms within the fra- 
ternities themselves. 

Thave often wondered how these impressive-sounding, 
Greek-letter organizations became immersed in the culture 
of violence. It is time for the members of fraternities them- 
selves to ask the same question and return to the practice of 
brotherhood in the truest sense of the word. The history of 
violence that has been associated with fraternities should be 
rewritten starting today. 
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We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed. 


Dep, 23, isa sophomore at the University of the Philippines Col- 
lege of Law. 
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Third-rate colonials 

“We're a second-rate country that's run by third-rate 
officials who act like colonials." 
Senate minority leader Aquilino Pimentel pressing for the im 
mediate custody offour US Marines charged with raping a Filipino 


Favors to repa! 
“1 would rather that the new secretary is not a politi- 
cian because a politician has too many favors to give 


on the appointment ofa 
пен environment and natural resources secretary. 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood Ginquir- 
ercom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled in or, if employed, ће posi- 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 
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Not enough reason to sacrifice 
our environment and fishermen 


THE REPORTED TOXIC SPILLS FROM 
the mining operations of Lafayette 
Phil. Inc. in Rapu-Rapu, Albay, which 
is said to have contaminated the im- 
mediate waters of Albay Gulf and a 
portion of Pacific Ocean surrounding 
Rapu-Rapu, have caused a fish scare 
among residents of the nearby town of 
Prieto-Diaz, Sorsogon. 

Prieto-Diaz is one of the poorest 
‘municipalities of the country. No 
amount of presidential visit will uplift 
the marginalized condition of its 
townfolk. It lies along Albay Gulf on 
the north, just across Rapu-Rapu Is- 
land where Lafayette has its mining 


operations. Its main source of liveli- 
hood is fishing. Most of its people de- 
pend on daily fish catch for suste- 
nance. With the fish scare in their 
minds, I wonder how they are able to 
cope with this man-made calamity 

Му research shows that Lafayette is 
a publicly listed Australian and Ger- 
man corporation. In short, Lafayette is 
a foreign-owned corporation. Under 
our Constitution, the exploitation of 
minerals within Philippine territory is 
a privilege limited to Filipinos only. In 
other words, only Filipinos or Filipino- 
owned corporations may be allowed 
to exploit minerals found in the bow- 


els of the earth within our geographi- 
cal territory. Hence, we cannot help 
but wonder how this administration 
allowed Lafayette to extract gold, sil- 
ver, copper and zinc in Rapu-Rapu, de- 
spite the very clear prohibition under 
ош Constitution. 

We recognize the need for foreign 
investments. But this need should not 
be made a reason for allowing the 
degradation of our environment and 
depriving poor fisherfolks of their 
livelihood. 

—SERGIO DOMASIAN, 
391 Eternidad St, Brillante, 
Prieto-Diaz, Sorsogon 


IF you have any complaints, grievances or suggestions 
about the treatment of news and photos by the Inquirer, 
you may write to the Readers’ Advocate, Philippine Daily 
Tnquirer, Chino Roces Avenue, corner Yague and Mascardo- 
Streets, City of Makati or send a fax to Nos. 897-4793, 
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Writers of letters to the editor are requested to include 
their complete address and telephone or pager number or 
e-mail address for verification purposes. The Inquirer will 
not publish any letter unless such information is supplied. 
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Why the delayed GSIS chec pam ; 


ALLOW US TO CLARIFY THE POINTS RAISED 
by Chona M. Mantilla in her letter regarding 
what she called the very late delivery of 6518 
(Government Service Insurance System) pen- 
sioners checks. 

First, we admit that there was a slight delay 
in the delivery of the December pension checks. 
This was so because the GSIS was—and is—still 
in the process of validating the “records-cleans- 
ing” that we have been doing in the past couple 
of years. We have to do this in order to rid our 
database of “ghost” members that have caused 
severe financial drain on GSIS' pension fund. 
Although we have finished cleansing our 
database, including the records of our pension- 
ers and retirees, we still have to double-check 
our final data to make sure that every peso that. 
the GSIS releases to our beneficiaries really 
goes to our deserving pensioners and members. 

Second, the cash gift to pensioners that 
Mantilla referred to as a bonus was mailed to- 
gether with their January pension checks, pre- 
cisely for the same reason stated above. The 
delivery of the December pension checks 
‘would have been further delayed had we cho- 
sen to send it with the cash gift. From hereon, 
with the completion of the database-cleansing, 
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we are confi- 
dent ас 
there will be 
mo more such 

delays in the fu- 

ture. 

Mantilla likewise com- 
plained about the "discourteous behavior" of 
some GSIS staff in dealing with our members. 
We sincerely request her to please provide us 
the names of any GSIS employee or member 
discourteous with her, so that we can properly 
respond to her concern. 

For those who do not know yet, more than а 
year ago, GSIS general manager Winston Gar- 
cia launched a no-nonsense campaign to make 
sure that all our employees will render effi 
cient and courteous service all the time. The 
GSIS will never tolerate any act of discourtesy 
by its employees. However, we need our mem- 
bers and the public to help us in this campaign 
by providing us names and specific incidents, 
so we can initiate the needed investigations 
and punish the guilty. 

ENRIQUETA R DISUANCO, 
Government Service Insurance System, 
Financial Center, Pasay City 


Not in millions 


THIS HAS REFERENCE TO THE NEWS STORY 
titled “For 14th year, Joker is Congress ‘Kuripot 
King,” written by Juliet L. Javellana. (PDI, 
1/03/05) The story bared the amount of tax- 
payer money that the senators used for their 
foreign travels. To quote a portion of Javel- 
lana's report: “The footloose among the in- 
cumbent senators, as indicated by their foreign 
travel expenses, were Senators Biazon, chair 
of the defense committee; Miriam Defensor- 
Santiago, chair of the foreign relations com- 
mittee, and Ramon “Bong” Revilla Jr, who 
spent P382.4 million, P388.3 million and P76 
million, respectively” 

We would like to respectfully correct that 
part of the story. Based on the records of our of- 
fice and that of the Senate budget office as con- 
firmed by its director, Senator Santiago's actual 
international travel expenses amounted to just. 
P388,342. It did not reach even a million. 

—DENNIS ESCALONA LEGASPI, 

public relations officer, Office of Sen. Miriam 
Defensor-Santiago, Room 518, 

Senate of the Philippines, 

Roxas Boulevard, Pasay City 


Yes, it should've been P388,342, not P388.3 
million. We apologize for the error. —Ed. 


Give teachers their due 


IT SADDENS US THAT A LOT OF OUR 
teachers are leaving the Philippines to work 
abroad. As noted in a news report, titled 
"Teach here first, DepEd urges migrating 
teachers," the Department of Education can- 
mot prevent them from leaving. (PDI, 
11/21/05) They are leaving because their pre- 
sent salaries are not enough to meet the needs 
of their families—what with the ever-rising 
cost of living in our country. The teachers 
should not be blamed for leaving the country if 
our government cannot provide them with 
better salaries and benefits. 

Reading the article made us feel both sad 
and happy. Sad because the teachers have to 
leave their loved ones and put monetary value 
to their calling. Besides, they are turning their 
back on their mission to educate their fellow 
Filipinos. 

But we also feel happy that they will eam 
four to five times more than they do here, and 
so make life better for the families they will 
leave behind, 

We are also proud of them because foreign 
countries regard teaching as a very noble pro- 
fession. Remember how it was several decades 
ао when teachers here were highly regarded 
by our society? 

Lest we forget, the government is to blame 
for this brain drain, The Constitution states 
that the government should “give priority to 
education which fosters patriotism and nation- 
alism, accelerates social progress, and pro 
motes total human liberation and develop 
ment.” It emphasizes that education be given 
budget priority. 

"Teachers teach nationalism and patriotism 
so they are expected to "walk the talk." But at 
the same time, itis the responsibility of the gov- 
ernment and private schools to give them just 
compensation, provide them with the needed 
instructional aid facilities, build enough class- 
rooms, improve the teacher-student ratio, open 
up more opportunities for the teachers’ profes- 
sional growth, and institute other reforms for 
the benefit of both students and educators. 

Some of us in our class desire to teach 
abroad but only so we will learn and acquire 
the latest methodology, technology and teach- 
ing strategies now in use in developed coun- 
tries, Then we will return to the Philippines and 
impart with vigor all that we shall have learned 
abroad, We also want all teachers to be given 
the respect and honor they truly deserve as 
“shapers” of the hearts and minds of Filipinos. 

—SELENE ARCILLA, ELLA MARIE C. BALSA, 
JERIKA LOUISE B. BURGOS, JAMERNA A. 
МАШ, ANGELIQUE CELINE A. ONATE, 
VICTORIA Н. ROSARIO, Education Class 6, 
Assumption College, Makati City 


Off eggs and shells 


"THE (SEA TURTLE) EGGS ARE POPULAR ASA 
delicacy and as choice material for eyeglass 
frames, lighters, combs and decorative items.” 
This passage, taken from an article titled 
“Not only for dogs, 2006 is also Year of the Tur- 
tle,” (PDI, 1/03/05) is erroneous. 
itis the homy, brown and yellow layer on the 
outer surface of the sea turde' shell or carapace, 
called tortoiseshell that is used for making eye- 
glass frames, combs and omamental articles. 
ANTONIO CALIPJO GO, 
199 Sauyo Road, Novaliches, Quezon City 
à * D 
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‘Ang Pangulo’ burns; 4 injured 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA—A 10-MINUTE FIRE 
gutted the presidential yacht BRP Ang Pangulo while 
it was undergoing repair at a pier in Bauan, Batangas 
on Saturday, the INQUIRER learned yesterday. 


А report reaching this camp said 
the fire started at around 6:30 a.m. It 
was put out about 10 minutes later 
by responding firemen. 

The vessel was undergoing repair 
at the Keppel Dry Dock in Barangay 
San Miguel when the fire broke out, 
the report said. 

It said investigators have yet to de- 
termine the cause of the fire. 

But a source told the INQUIRER that 
a short circuit in the main engine of 
the vessel started the fire. 


The source added that the Presi- 
dential Security Group barred arson 
investigators from entering the 
yacht. 

For still unknown reasons, the 
PSG personnel deployed in the area 
instructed even the local police not 
to divulge the incident to the media, 
the source said 

“The PSG said the directive came 
from Malacañang,” the source told 
the INQUIRER 

Four Navy personnel were slight- 


ly injured as they helped put out the 
fire. The Navy said the yacht suf- 
fered “minor damages.” 

In a statement, the Philippine 
Navy said Vice ‘Admiral Mateo 
‘Mayuga, Navy chief, has ordered ап 
investigation. 

The fire damaged the boats air- 
conditioning unit, water pipes, elec- 
trical wiring, dust catcher room, 
skylight openings and sight glass for 
reserve tanks and pressure gauges. 

‘The VIP and other rooms were 
spared from the fir. 

The Navy said the boat could 
have been destroyed had not its 
watches acted immediately. 

The watches, who were on rou- 
tine inspection, noticed smoke near 


the access door to the main and aux- 
iliary engine rooms, according to 
the injtial report submitted by the 
Ang Pangulo commanding officer, 
Commander Gaudencio Collado Jr. 
The watches failed to control the 
fire with extinguishers. They were 
joined by the crew and shipyard 
personnel in putting out the fire. 
Firefighters from the Bauan Bu- 
reau of Fire Protection and the crew 
of other boats in the shipyard also 
helped put out the fire completely. 
The Ang Pangulo (or AT 25) has 
been undergoing repairs at the Kep- 
pel Batangas Shipyard in Bauan, 
Batangas since November. 
The repairs are expected to be 
finished in February. 


The Philippine government 
bought the yacht for $3 million in 
1959. It can accommodate up to 
400 people. 

The yacht became controversial 
when, in August 1998, then Presi- 
dent Joseph Estrada announced 
that private donors pooled P100 
million to give ita facelift. 

In January 2001, President Macapa- 
gal-Arroyo said she would sell ай presi- 
dential luxury assets, including the Ang 
Pangulo, to generate revenue, but the 
boat remained in government hands. 

The government tried to sell it for 
$5.5 million, but there were no takers. 
‘Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon 
Bureau; Dona Pazzibugan, in Mani- 
la and Jamie Alarcon, PDI Research 


Gun used 
in Abra 
mayor's 
slay found 


By Artha Kira. 
Paredes 

PDI Northern Luzon 
Bureau 


BANGUED, ABRA— 
Three pieces of evi- 
dence believed used 
by one of the assassins. 
of La Paz Mayor Mare 
Ysrael Bernos were re- 
covered froma restau- 
rant owned by his rel- 
ative and political ri- 
val, police said. 

Police recovered an 
M-16 rifle, а bonnet 
and a jacket on Satur- 
day from Nanay's Kusi- 
na in Poblacion La Paz. 
"The eatery is owned by 
'Cairméncita Benos, the 
late wife of the assassi- 
nated mayors uncle 
and political opponent, 
Domingo Bemos, ac- 
cording to Senior Supt. 
Marvin Bolabola, 
Criminal Intelligence 
Detection Group re- 
gional director. 

When reached by 
the Inquirer, Domin- 
go Bernos admitted 
to owning the prop- 
erty but said he had 
given it to his daugh- 
ter who was his wife's 
namesake. 

He said he heard 
that evidence һай 
been recovered from 
the property but that 
һе had no idea how 
the items got there. 

"Go ahead, let 
them investigate. I'm 
open to that,” he said 
as he challenged au- 
thorities to look for 
all angles and not 
Just politics. 

“1 have never done 
anything violent. My 
town-mates — know 
me. 1 will be the first 
репоп to want to 
know what really 
happened," he 
added. 

Marc Ysrael Bernos, 
who, at 31, was the 
youngest mayor and 
most vocal opposition. 
official in the province, 
мав shotin the nape аз 
he was watching а 
basketball game at the 
1а Paz town plaza оп 
Friday night. 

His relatives be- 
lieved his death was 
related to polities. 
“Our initial assess- 
ment is that the 
killing was purely po- 
litically motivated. 
said former Gov. An 
dres Bernos, the may- 
ors father. 

The elder Bernos 
said the murder 
could be a conspiracy 
between two people 
"who had an ax to 
grind with my son." 

Chief Supt. Leonar- 
do Dionisio, 
Cordillera police di 
rector, said the evi- 
dence was found 
through the help of 
an anonymous texter, 


SAND PIECES 


An artist completes a commissioned work on a sand sculpture in Boracay, a good business on the resort island. 
that is gaining popularity among resort owners and tourists. 
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Gov asks execs not to relate politics to mining 


SORSOGON CITY—SORSOGON GOV 
Raul R. Lee assailed efforts by some lo- 
cal politicians in the province to pin 
down Lafayette Philippines Inc. as res- 
ponsible for the mercury contamina- 
tion of the seawaters of Sorsogon on 
the Pacific side without concrete proof 
tothat effect. 

Lee, in a letter to Lafayette manag- 
ing director Andrew Mcllwain, said 
the acts of these politicians were not 
helping the public, especially the fish- 
ermen and instead, caused confusion 
among constituents. 

The governor said the company 
“should not be dragged into the polit- 
ical ongoing atmosphere here in Sor- 
sogon" and assured Lafayette officials 


“there is no cause for alarm (for 
Lafayette) to be always cited by other 
sources as these are purely political 
and of no benefit to our fisherfolk and 
constituency.” 

He, however, warned the Aus- 
tralian firm of the consequences 
should it be found that Lafayette in- 
deed caused the mercury contamina- 
tion, saying the provincial govern- 
ment would not hesitate to take legal 
actions against the company. 

The provincial government had 
already commissioned the National 
Science Research Institute (NSRI) 
to conduct an independent water 
sample analysis to determine the 
source of mercury and other chemi- 


cals that had contaminated the sea 
waters. 

Lee said the study would focus on 
mercury and other chemicals because 
Lafayette had already admitted to 
two cyanide spills last year, resulting 
in the imposition by the Department 
of Environment and Natural Re- 
sources of a P10.7-million fine. 

The governor said officials and 
nongovernment organizations 
should wait for the results of the 
study before blaming anyone. 

Meanwhile, Sorsogon City Mayor 
Sally Lee said they are now trying to 
look for P500,000 in funds to finance 
theNSRIstudy. Bobby Q. Labalan, 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ROUNDUP 


Motorcycle deaths rise 
LUCENA CITY—At least 31 persons, mostly 
youngsters, dled in motorcycle accidents last 
year, Quezon police reported. Statistics at the 
provincial police showed that 26 robberies and 
shootings last year were also perpetrated by mo- 
torcycle-riding suspects, most of them wearing 
helmets. Supt Vilmor Manzano, Quezon police 
chief of investigation and intelligence, attributed 
the high number of accidents to the growing 
number of motorists who prefer to ride in motor- 
суйе. 

Фей T. Mallari Je, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Rheno Peregrine Ghent; 36 
AID VOLUNTEER and House of Representatives. 
staff worker Rheno Peregrino Ghent died last Jan. 
8. He was 36. He was cremated last Jan. 12 in Ce- 
bu City. Relatives and friends request prayers for 
the repose of his soul 


5,000 ECCs r: 
LUCENA CITY—A mi- 
litant group assailed 
Environment Secre- 
tary Michael Defensor. 
for approving 4,986 
Environmental Clear- 
ance Certificates last 
year and compared 
the fast distribution of 
the vital document to 
free fast food coupons for foreign investors. 
"The ECCS were awarded to foreign investors 
like free fast food coupons. They can easily 
get the ECCs at the counter with no sweat and 
їп red carpet fashion,” Gerry Albert Corpuz, 
information officer of the fishertolk alliance 
Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mama- 
malakaya ng Pilipinas (Pamalakaya), said in a 
statement. 


Vice mayor’s son held 
САМР VICENTE LIM, Laguna—A son ofthe 
vice mayor of Amadeo, Cavite, who was earlier 
reported to have been abducted by unidentified 
men. was actualy arrested by agents of the Na- 
tional Anti-Kidnapping Task Force (NAKTF) on 
‘Tuesday, police said. Chief Supt. Jesus Ver- 
2052, Calabarzon police director, said Marlon 
Bawalan, 39, son of Amadeo Vice Mayor Elpidio 
Bawalan, was arrested in Barangay Maitim, 
Amadeo at about 6:30 a.m, Tuesday. He said 
Marlon was not abducted but was arrested in 
connection with а hijacking case in Cavite last 
December. “Н was nota kidnapping... It was а 
legitimate police operation," Verzosa told the 
нота 

Marlon Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Solons to refile wage bill 
LUCENA CITY—Anekpe- 
wis Representatives 
Crispin Beltran and Rafael 
Mariano vowed to refle, 
House BII No. 345 сайла 
tora legislated P125 
across-the-board nation- 
wide wage hike when 
Congress resumes ses- 
sion. "The struggle for the 
long-delayed P125 across-the-board nationwide 
wage hike will be entering ts sith year” Beltran, 
former chair ol the militant Kusang Mayo Uno, 
said in a statement. He sald its been six years since 
wages were increased. 

Фей T. Mallari Jt., PDI Southern Luzon Bureau. 


Search for 4 missing in fluvial parade tragedy stopped 


By Jani Arnaiz 
and Connie E. Fernandez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


SAN RICARDO, PANAON ISLAND— 
Less than 24 hours since the sea acci- 
dent happened, rescuers yesterday 
stopped the search for four persons 
who were reported missing after their 
pumpboat overturned during a fluvial 
procession on Sunday. 

$РО4 Benjamin Alterado, town po- 
lice chief, said the search and rescue 
team called off their operations at 
about 9:30 a.m. when they failed to 
find any of the missing after searching 
the area where the accident happened 
past 10 a.m. on Sunday. 

He said the team, composed of two 
Air Force helicopters, Southern Leyte 
React Team and 15 pumpboats, went as 


far as Camiguin province to look for 
Benjamin Vestal, 34 and daughter Rhea 
Patria, 4; Jeros Galabo, 7 and Jenny 
Abuelo, 9. 

Alterado said the search started after 
ML Jun Jay capsized about 200 meters 
from the wharf of Barangay Inulinan at 
about 10 a.m. on Sunday. 

The operations stopped at midnight 
and resumed about 4 a.m. yesterday. 
But five hours later, the team gave up 
and presumed that the four were al- 
ready dead, said Alterado. 

San Ricardo Mayor Virginia Mejia 
confirmed that the team called off the 
search after they could not find anyone. 
due to the strong current. 

Local officials were asked to report 
any sighting of the bodies of the four. 

“1 believe they are dead. Only God 
really knows if they would be 


found,” said Mejia, 

But Sofia Vestal, 33, appealed to au- 
thorities to continue the search. 

Benjamin and Rhea were among the 
184 passengers of a motor launch that. 
led about 15 vessels in Sunday's fluvial 
procession in honor of the feast of the 
Sto. Niño. 

But the pumpboat capsized about 
200 meters from the wharf at Barangay 
Inulinan while it was making a turn to 
return to the port. 

Sixteen persons, 14 of them children, 
were killed while 160 others survived. 
Four passengers were still at the district 
hospital in Pintuyan town, Southem 
Leyte, a 15-minute boat ride from San 
Ricardo. 

‘According to Alterado, skipper Efren 
Sandiesa told police that his passengers 
did not listen to him when he told them 


to occupy both sides of the vessel after 
he noticed that most of them stayed at 
the right side of the pumpboat. 

When the pumpboat made a turn to 
the left, the police chief said, some pas- 
sengers transferred to the left side, 
causing it to tilt and then overturn. 

Alterado said it was easy for the boat 
to tilt because there was nothing to pull 
it down, as the cargo area located at the 
lower portion of the pumpboat was 
empty. 

There was also no representative 
from the organizer of the fluvial parade 
to marshal the passengers, he added. 

Sandiesa did not also coordinate 
with the Coast Guard before sailing, 
said Alterado. The Coast Guard station 
is in Barangay Ebenit, about 2 km from 
Inulinan, With a report from Jhunnex 
Napallacan, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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Lozano files impeach rap 
ahead of opposition again 


From page Al 

dent Macapagal-Arroyo that the 
House of Representatives 
thrashed in September last year 

At 11:16 am, the former 
lawyer of the late dictator Ferdi- 
nand Marcos filed the complaint 
with House Secretary General 
Roberto Nazareno, who forth- 
with stamped it "Received." 

Doubting the legality of 
Lozano's action, Nazareno did 
not allow the lawyer to swear 
that the complaint was authentic. 

‘The Constitution bars a second 
impeachment complaint against 
the same impeachable official, in 
this case Ms Arroyo, within one 
year. 

House Minority Leader Francis 
Escudero promptly declared 
Lozano's move "illegal" because 
һе used the opposition's amend- 
ed complaint against Ms Arroyo 
without the “permission” of its 
original endorsers. 

Lozano filed the first com- 
plaint on June 27 last year but 
later allowed the minority to 
amend it. 

The amended complaint 
charged Ms Arroyo with culpable 
violation of the Constitution, be- 
trayal of public trust, and bribery 
and graft and corruption.. 

‘The specific allegations included 
‘committing electoral fraud in 2004, 
receiving huge kickbacks from gam- 
bling lords, and approving contracts 
that were manifestly disadvanta- 
geous to the government. 

In just over a month of deliber- 
ations, the House quashed the 
impeachment complaint, ruling 
that the amended charge was 
“new and separate” from the 
Lozano complaint, thus barring 
its filing. 

‘The Lozano complaint itself 
suffered the same fate because, 
although it was declared suffi- 
cient in form, it was declared in- 
sufficient in substance. 

A finding of sufficiency in form 
and substance is a prerequisite to 


Bamboo band 
music lives on, 
even in PN 


From page Al 
of notes. You have to wait for certain por- 
tions of a musical score before you can 
play It is a bit more complicated, yet the 
melody is mellow and sweet to the ears.” 
Ramos wants to teach the police how 
to play instruments that Filipinos can 
truly call their own. To date, the РМР 
Band can beautifully execute Filipino 
songs. 
Tn fact, the Ramos clan has been do- 
ing just that for generations. 


Land of bamboos 

Ramos is from Malabon town, a fu- 
sion of the words "ma" and “labong,” 
which means a land full of bamboo 
shoots. It is little wonder that Malabon 
residents have fashioned musical instru- 
ments out of bamboo stalks and created 
a bandang kawayan (bamboo band) 

Ramos great grandfather, Felix, along 
with five others, was a pioneer of such a 
band. 

From a folder, Ramos draws out а 
photo of the band. In it are eight men 
from a century ago when Filipinos were 
just beginning to create a nation. 

Did Felix know his craft would survive 
his death, and pass from one generation 
to the next? Did the men know their 
sons and daughters would live in a free, 
democratic country? 


Days of the Katipuneros 

At the backdrop is a flag sho 
sun with several rays. 

“їз a Katipunan flag. They are 
Katipuneros, too," Ramos says, referring 
to the organization formed by revolu- 
tionary hero Andres Bonifacio to free the 
Philippines from Spanish colonial rule. 

Felix’s sons would inherit their fa- 
ther's love for the bamboo instruments, 
and so would the third and fourth gener- 
ations of Ramoses. 

“among my father’s siblings, it was 
my uncle Mario who really took to play- 
ing bamboo instruments,” Ramos says. 
During his time, Mario was in charge of 
the band, managing members and tak- 
ing care ofthe instruments. 


Music till eternity 

When a member of the band dies, his 
instrument is placed inside the coffin, 
for him to carry to eternity. 

“My siblings can create bamboo instru- 
ments better than I can,” Ramos says. 

Ramos started playing bamboo in- 
struments when he was 6, joining a 
bamboo т^ a tradition that his nieces 


ga 


allowing an impeachment com- 
plaint to be transmitted to the 
Senate for trial. 


Ratrace 

At a press conference, Escud- 
ero said the minority's legal team 
was studying whether to file ad- 
ministrative and criminal charges 
against Lozano. 

"We're saddened by his action. 
We don't know why he did it; it's 
as if he again wants this to be a 
rat race to be participated in by 
the opposition,” Escudero said. 

Nazareno told reporters that 
he was merely performing a 
"ministerial" duty. 

“I have to inquire from the 
rules (of the House) if the en- 
dorsements were OK. The refiling 
of the complaint was OK but you 
have to have a new resolution of 
endorsement,” said Nazareno. 


News clippings 

He noted that Lozano merely 
attached the list of signatures of 
original endorsers to the amend- 
ed complaint filed by the opposi- 
tion last July 25. 

Nazareno observed that except 
for the complaint, “all resolutions. 
of endorsement were duplicate 
(copies)." 

‘The complaint also bore some 
attachments, including clippings 
of news items about the current 
political crisis and transcripts of 
the three-hour "Hello Сагс” au- 
dio tapes, which purportedly 
showed that Ms Arroyo stole the 
2004 presidential election. 

Justifying the haste with which 
he refiled the impeachment com- 
plaint, Lozano said he tried to 
meet with the members of the 
House minority who were having 
а meeting at the Sulo Hotel in 
Quezon City yesterday morning 


Locked out 

"But they locked me out of the 
meeting. They did not even give 
me the courtesy of informing me 


and how?" 


X 


He reminded Lozano that the 
resolutions of endorsements were 
valid only last year. "Using the en- 
dorsers without their permission is 
not only a clear violation of the law 
but also of the ethical standards ob- 
served by lawyers,” Escudero said. 


Ban lifted in July 

The lawmaker insisted that 
based on impeachment rules, 
“nothing can be initiated within 


whether 1 was invited or not. 
‘They made me wait. I feel insult- 
ed,” he told reporters. 

“But in fighting for my princi- 
ples, I should never involve my 
personal emotions, so 1 contained 
my pride, held my anger and 
gracefully exited,” he said. 

Lozano said Escudero did see 
him at about 9 a.m. He said he 
was able to explain to the law- 
maker why he was filing the case 
ahead of the opposition. 

“Tm not going to violate the 
one-year ban. As interpreted by the 
Supreme Court, the prohibition is 
оп multiple initiation of impeach- 
ment proceedings, not on the fil- 
ing,” Lozano told Escudero. 

Lozano said the young leader 
of the opposition in the House, 
who had waged a failed bid to im- 
peach Ms Arroyo, was “silent.” 

“Не did not give me the go-sig- 
nal, but he also did not prevent me 
(from doing зо), said Lozano. 


Violations of law 

Escudero acknowledged see- 
ing Lozano at Sulo Hotel. 

“told him to wait after the meet- 
ing, so that 1 and Congressman 
‘Zamora could talk with him. He did 
not wait for us. In fact, he called his 
own press conference and went to 
Congress to file it. I texted him last 
“Thursday inviting him for a meeting 
Friday, which he eventually reject- 
ed,” the minority leader said. 

Escudero wanted to meet with 
Lozano "to get his side, listen to 
him about his plans—why, when 


Representatives. 


ferral.” 


Escudero said the constitu- 
tional ban would be lifted in 


July. 


the process." 


said. 


system." 


POI Editha Salenga and POI Alex Estallo play the “angklung,” a native musical 


instrument made of bamboo, during the annual 


general inspection at the Camp 


Crame grandstand area. They are part of the 18-member PNP Bamboo Band. onion 


and nephews keep alive. 

Besides the joy that playing music 
gives him, music also gave Ramos a shot 
at a college education. It was perhaps 
one of the legacies that his forebears had 
not foreseen. 


Early days 

Не was a scholar at the university, be- 
coming the UST Band's assistant con- 
ductor before his graduation in 1986. 
Some of Ramos’ nieces and nephews are 
also scholars. 

One of his téachers at UST was Col. 
Pedro Tolentino, the PNP Band's seventh 
conductor since its creation in 1902. 

It was Tolentino who lured Ramos in- 
tothe PNP 

After graduation, Ramos found him- 
self a young officer in the Philippine 
Constabulary. In 1995, after stints in the 
bands of the Philippine Military Acade- 
my and another police training center, 
Ramos became the conductor of the PNP 
Band. 


Gun in one hand 

Does he not find contradiction in 
playing a musical instrument, one that 
gives joy to the soul, and in wielding a 
gun, one that ends life? 

“Not at all,” Ramos says. "We all know 
our role in the police, and that is to pro- 
vide music. Can you imagine a PNP an- 
niversary or a police parade or a wake 
without a band? 1 can't.” 

, A high note in Ramos’ career occurred. 


in Singapore in 1997 when police bands. 
in the region performed during a meet- 
ing of Southeast Asian police chiefs. 


А cop's dream 

"We did not know they were going to 
pick up the best police band. We just 
played, and they picked us," Ramos nar- 
rates. "During the closing ceremony, I 
was called to conduct all the other 
bands. It felt great." 

For many, a successful man is one who 
has reached the top of his organization, 
whatever itis. Ramos has certainly done 
that. 

Yet in a sense, his work is still not 
quite complete. Ramos says he wants to 
do one more thing before bowing out of 
the police organization—and that is to 
teach the band’s members, now experts 
at playing brass instruments, to become 
also experts at playing bamboo instru- 
ments. 

To date, half of the band's 39 mem- 
bers can already play bamboo instru- 
ments. 

Once, they played before a group that 
included generals. 

"They were so amazed, and couldn't 
quite get over it. You know musicians, 
the best compliment we get is a clap and 
a cheer," Ramos says. 

He dreams of the day when all ele- 
mentary schools will have bands that 
play not only lyres and drums but also 
bamboo instruments. 

‘That, he says, will be the day. 


LAWYER Oliver Lozano refiles 
his amended impeachment 
‘complaint against President 
Arroyo in the House of. 


one year,” and that the “defini- 
tion of initiation is filing and re- 


As to the right of Lozano to fle 
the complaint, the minority lead- 
er said it was “the right of anyone 
to file a complaint ... if that is a 
private complaint.” 

Quoting Lozano, the lawmak- 
er said Lozano was doing it 
“para sa bayan (for the coun- 
try),” although he himself was 
unsure what he meant. 

Just the same, Escudero reiter- 
ated his call for the Arroyo ad- 
ministration not to “bastardize 


“They should wait for the 
true, genuine and real minori- 
ty to (initiate the process) and 
not muddle it the way they 
shamelessly did last year,” he 


Escudero acknowledged that 
the ambiguity of the impeach- 
ment rules was the “pitfall of the 


"Thats why the minority will 
seek to amend the rules,” he said. 
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Top Republican says Bush 
may face impeachment 


From page Al 


hearings into the growing contro- 


versy early next month. 


But in his appearance on ABC's 
"This Week” program, Specter in- 
sisted the Senate was not going to 


tion to modify the surveillance 
act. 

“Е that's what the administra- 
tion was relying on, 1 thought 
they were wrong,” he pointed 
out. 


give the President what he called 


“a blank check. 


When asked what could hap- 
pen if lawmakers found Bush in 
violation of the law, Specter an- 
|: “Impeachment is a reme- 

ду. After impeachment, you could 
have a criminal prosecution, but 
under 

our society is to pay a political 


the principal remedy . . 


price.” 


He made it a point to clarify, 
however, that he was speaking 
theoretically and was “not sug- 
gesting remotely that there's any 
basis” for a presidential impeach- 


ment at this moment. 


gowsoNDoc 


court. 


emment 


monitoring. 


tacks. 


surveillance. 


Specter said he disagreed with 
the contention that the resolution 
included an implicit authoriza- 


The controversy erupted last 
month after The New York 
Times reported that Bush had 
repeatedly authorized the Na- 
tional Security Agency to moni- 
tor overseas telephone calls and 
e-mail traffic to and from people 
living in the United States with- 
out requisite permission from а 


Under the 1978 Foreign Intelli- 
gence Surveillance Act, the gov- 
сап conduct 
surveillance only for 72 hours as 
it seeks a warrant for continued 


Bush has blasted the disclo- 
sure as harmful to national se- 
curity and vowed to continue 
the wiretaps, arguing he had the 
right to authorize them under 
his constitutional war powers as 
well as a resolution passed by 
Congress in the wake of the 
Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist at- 


The measure adopted three 
days after the strikes allows the 
president “to use all necessary 
and appropriate force” against 
those involved in them, but con- 
tains no specific language on 


Aknotty question 

Specter added that the issue of 
wartime presidential powers was 
“a very knotty question" that 
"ought to be thoroughly exam- 
ined." 

Specter assured he was pre- 
pared to listen to the administra- 
tion's explanations, but wamed, 
“Tm going to wear my skepticism 
on my sleeve." 

Specter became the second Re- 
publican member of the judiciary 
committee to publicly question 
the president's rationale for au- 
thorizing the wiretaps. 

Sen. Sam Brownback said last 
month he did not agree "with the. 
legal basis on which they are bas- 
ing their surveillance." 

The statements indicate the 
Bush administration will not be 
able to count on full support from 
the 10 Republicans in the co 
mittee when the hearings begin 
in early February. 

The judiciary committee also 
has eight Democrats, who have 
questioned the legality of the 
surveillance program. 

Sen. Dianne Feinstein, one of 
the Democratic members, reiter- 
ated her doubts on Sunday, say- 
ing, "I do not believe it's true that. 
the President's plenary power 
would allow him to simply avoid 
the law." 

The fray was also joined by 
First Lady Laura Bush, who told 
reporters on the way to Liberia 
that the American people ex- 
pected the President "to do what 
they can to make sure there's 
not an attack by foreign terror- 
ists.” 

The latest CNN/USA To- 
day/Gallup Poll found that 50 
percent of Americans believe the 
administration was right in un 
dertaking those wiretaps, while 
46 percent said it was wrong. 

АЕР 


such 


RP future bleak ... 


Frompage Al 

he told a group of reporters, businessmen 
and members of the diplomatic corps in 
Makati City yesterday. 

Bear Stearns is the same investment 
bank that cheered on President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's drive to reform the fiscal sector last 
year, mainly through the enactment of an 
expanded value-added tax law. 

Stuermer acknowledged that he was 
responsible for making the controversial 
prediction in July 2005 that Ms Arroyo 
would survive the impeachment com- 
plaint filed against her in Congress—at 
least until January 2006. 

"Its now January 2006," he said. 


Tougher politically 

Stuermer is giving the President a 50- 
to 60-percent chance of remaining in of- 
fice under the present system of govern- 
ment. 

“GMA is tougher politically than the op- 
position expected," he said. "The longer im- 
peachment and Cha-cha go on, the more 
GMAS political support will recover” 

Stuermer also said there was а 25- to 
30-percent chance that the country 
would shift to a parliamentary form of 
government. He noted that there was lit- 
tle public support for the move which, he 
said, was "mainly a creation of Manila's 
elite.” 

Finally, the Bear Stearns analyst said 
there was only a 15- to 20-percent chance 
that Ms Arroyo would be impeached by 
the House of Representatives and con- 
victed by the Senate. 

“GMAS allies control the lower house 
and will undermine the impeachment 
process with procedural obstructionism,” 
he said. 

The impeachment complaint against 
Ms Arroyo was trashed by the House in 
September last year, but the opposition 
has vowed to file another impeachment 
case against her this year. 

Stuermer’s bearish economic assess- 
ment came even as he acknowledged the 
peso was one of the best-performing cur- 
rencies in the region. 

He also took note of the resurgent 
stock market, the respectable pace of eco- 
nomic growth and the “marginal” slow- 
down in the acceleration of consumer 
prices. 

"The short term view is positive," he 
said. "Everything is coming up roses." 


No impact on the poor 

But he said he was "not that optimistic" 
in general terms. "Yes, we'll have a 5- to 6- 
percent [economic] growth each year. Ev- 
erything is improving, but it has no im- 
pact on the standard of living for Fil- 
ipinos." 

Stuermer's candid assessment echoes 


the earlier sentiment aired by Sen. 
Manuel "Mar" Roxas П, who pointed out 
that the benefits of a strengthening peso 
against the US dollar—a key bragging 
point for Ms Arroyo and her publi- 
cists—had failed to filter down to the ma- 
jority of impoverished Filipinos. 

Stuermer described the local economy 
as “very resilient,” noting that the last 
time the gross domestic product contract- 
ed was in the wake of the East Asian fi 
nancial crisis in 1997. 

Even then, he said the contraction was 
due to El Nifio, which cut agricultural 
output. “Itis very hard to make the Phili 
pine economy collapse on any given 
yea" 


Undoing 

The Bear Stearns analyst believed, 
however, that this resilience would be the 
country's undoing. 

"The downside is this: There is now a 
downside for bad political behavior," he 
said. “The Philippines’ political class has 
no incentive for good political behavior” 

Because the bulk of economic growth 
still depends оп agricultural output, 
which is largely immune from politics, 
political squabbles can only depress 
growth by so much. 

Benjamin Diokno, a professor at the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines School of Eco- 
nomics, underscored this point in a presen- 
tation. 

He showed that the local economy had 
historically grown by an average of 4 per- 
cent, despite various boom and bust cy- 
des, mainly because of built-in safe- 
guards like the country's dependence on 
agriculture. 


Little incentive for reforms 

This scheme means there is “little in- 
centive for meaningful structural reform 
that will attract real investments,” Dio- 
kno said. 

He said the last round of genuine struc- 
tural reforms in the Philippines came in 
1986 with the toppling of the Marcos dic- 
tatorship. 

"Now, the only ‘out’ is to send your 
mother abroad to work as a maid,” he 
said. "This is having negative social impli- 
cations.” 

Diokno, who served as budget secretary 
in the Estrada administration, predicted that 
the local economy would grow by only 4.6 
percent this year—significantly lower than 
the governments official growth target of 
63 percent to 7.4 percent. 

He said the economy continued to be 
threatened by the possibility of high inter- 
est rates, a potential surge in international 
rude oil prices to $70 per barrel, a decline 
in income from electronics exports, and po- 
litical instability: 4 4 
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Russian diplomat found 
dead in Makati condo 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


AJUNIOR RUSSIAN DIPLOMAT WAS FOUND. 
dead and floating in a swimming pool at а 
condominium in Makati City on Sunday 
night. The police said the case was the first re- 
ported death of a foreigner in the city this 
year. 

‘The Russian was identified as Gurgen Al- 
bertovich Balayan, 22, a protocol officer and a 
resident of the Makati Tuscany Condominium 
at the comer of Fonda Street and Ayala Av- 
enue. 

His body was found by another foreigner 
who lived in the same building 

‘An investigation conducted by the Makati 


Police Departments Homicide Section 
showed that Balayan's body was first discov- 
ered bya Korean, Moon Hag Kim. 


Just ‘relaxing’ 

Moon told the police that he saw Balayan at 
a few minutes past 7 p.m. as he passed by the 
swimming pool. He said the Russian was 
floating face down but added that he did not 
think much of it as he thought Balayan was 
just relaxing. 

Moon, however, said he decided to call the 
buildings security officers when he returned 
and saw the Russian still in the same position 
at around 7:30 p.m. 

‘The swimming pool was about four to five 


feet deep, security guard Rene Villanueva told 
the police. 


Dead on arrival 

SPO1 Lewelie Cristobal, case investigator, 
said in his report that the security officers 
tried to revive Balayan but decided to rush. 
him to the Makati Medical Center when their 
efforts proved futile. 

Balayan was pronounced dead on arrival at 
the hospital. Officials from the Russian Em- 
bassy were present but declined to comment. 
Balayan was brought to the Veronica Funeral 
Parlor in Pasay City for autopsy. 

Police said they were investigating whether 
his death was accidental or due to foul play. 


Suspect in twin slay to remain in Crame 


By Dj Yap 


THE POLICE CAPTAIN WHO ALLEGEDLY SHOT 
dead basketball referee Froilan Jimeno and his 
brother, Amold, on Christmas Day will not be 
moving to the Quezon City Jail anytime soon. 

Senior Insp. Michael Sanchez was allowed 
yesterday to stay at the Camp Crame custodial 
center, after he told a Quezon City court that 
his life might be in danger due to 21 Tadtad 
Gang members detained at the jail, whom he 
helped neutralize. 

His arraignment also did not push through 
after the court granted his motion for a prelim- 
inary investigation to determine whether the 
charge against him ought to be murder or 
homicide. 

At yesterday's hearing before Judge Hilario 
Laqui of the Quezon City Regional Trial Court. 
Branch 218, Sanchez submitted a motion seek- 
ing his continued stay at Camp Crame, instead 
of being transferred to the city jail as was cus- 
tomary for murder suspects. 

‘The policeman, a member of the city police's 
mobile patrol unit, said his life might be at risk 
because of the Tadtad Gang members detained 
atthe city jail 

He explained that 12 days before the Christ- 
mas Day incident, he was part of the police 
team that caught several alleged Tadtad Gang 


MMDA fights back 


members engaged in land-grabbing. 

‘The Jimenos’ lawyer, Romeo Erenio, said he 
opposed the motion on the ground that there 
was no sufficient basis for the alleged threat to 
Sanchez Ше. 

He added that the motion was, in effect, ап 
insult to the capability of the Bureau of Jail 
Management and Penology to secure its in- 
mates. Laqui, however, granted the motion. 

The judge also granted Sanchez's motion for 
a preliminary investigation, after the police- 
man questioned the city prosecutor's amend- 
ment of the charges from homicide to murder. 

‘Sanchez said the affidavit of an eyewitness 
was disputable, since it was given after the in- 
quest proceedings. 

But Erenio said this was only proper, sin 
under the rules, affidavits could still be incl 
ed as оп аз the inquest sheet had not yet been 
signed. 

Sanchez is the primary suspect in the killing 
of the Jimeno brothers on Dec. 25 over a minor 
traffic altercation in Novaliches. 

"The Jimenos were riding on scooters along 
General Luis comer Damong Maliit Streets 
when, they collided with a Toyota Revo at 
10:55 a.m., where Sanchez and his relatives 
were on board. 

After a heated argument over who was at 
fault, Sanchez allegedly took out his M-16 rifle 


METROBRIEFS 


METROPOLITAN Manila Development Authority (MMDA) Traffic Operations Center Executive Director 
Angelito Vergel de Dios said yesterday they were readying charges of Педа! arrest against Makati po- 
lice intelligence officers who apprehended MMDA traffic enforcer Eddie Cruz, 42. Cruz was the first to 
be arrested after Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay ordered local authorities to detain any MMDA traffic en- 
forcer caught apprehending motorists in his area. Cruz had flagged down a motorist atthe corner of 


Ayala Avenue and Edsa for beating a red light last Sunday. 


Ban on pay toilets 


Tarra V. Quismundo 


А QUEZON City councilor has filed an ordinance which bans shopping malls, ho- 
tels and restaurants in the city from charging patrons for the use of their toilets 
or restrooms. Owners of malls, hotels and restaurants "offer all kinds of services 
to their patrons, and access to clean and safe comfort rooms for free should be 
one of them,” Councilor Edcel Lagman Jr. said. According to the proposed mea- 
sure, any establishment that charges a fee for the use of comfort rooms shall not 


шлтмтон stu be fined P5,000 


be granted business permits, or have their license revoked. Violators shall also 


DJ Yap 


Vizconde Massacre revisited 


FORMER MANILA CITY PROSECUTOR JOSE 
В. Flaminiano has cited some vital testimony 
during the Vizconde Massacre trial that the 
trial judge, Amelira Tolentino, ignored. 

‘Tolentino, now a Court of Appeals justice, 
convicted all the accused in the crime billed 
bythe media as the “trial of the century" 

Flaminiano is asking the Court of Appeals 
which affirmed Tolentino's verdict to reconsid- 
er its decision. Flamini- 
ano is counsel for Hospi- 
cio “Pyke” Femandez. 

‘The most prominent 
accused in the Vizconde 
Massacre is Hubert 
Webb, son of former 
Sen. Freddie Webb. 

"Joe Flame,” as he is known in the legal cir- 
cle, seeks to bum the testimony of principal 
prosecution witness Jessica Alfaro in a 14-page 
motion for reconsideration. 

Flaminiano cited the testimony of Artemio 
Sacaguing, then head of the National Bureau. 
of Investigations Anti-kidnapping, Hijack- 
ing and Armed Robbery Task Force. 

Alfaro was Sacaguing's asset or informer. 

Sacaguing testified in Tolentino's court 
that Alfaro told him she knew “somebody” 
who related to her the details of the mas- 
sacre of the members of the Vizconde family. 

Showing interest in Alfaro's revelation, 
Sacaguing asked her to produce the supposed 
"witness," 

Unable to produce the witness because, 
she said, the man "does not like to testify" 
Alfaro, according to Sacaguing’s testimony, 
said: "Easy lang, Sir. Sir, relax lang, sir, рар 
pelan ko, papapelan ko na lang yan (ТЇЇ play 
the role of the witness). 

Sacaguing then told Alfaro: “Hindi puwede 
‘yan, kasi hindi ka naman eyewitness (Your tes- 
timpny won’ he accepted because you were not 
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an eyewitness).” 

Sacaguing said Alfaro became silent and 
left his office after she was rebuffed. 

Flaminiano also cited a swor statement of a 
certain Roberto Barroso, a member of a bur- 
glary gang who confessed to having barged into 
the Vizconde house. 

(Barroso and his gangmates were 
charged with robbery with homicide and 
rape before the 
Makati Regional Trial 
Court for the Viz- 
conde Massacre. 
> ‘They were acquitted 


z 


= by the court which 
Ramon Tulfo said that their confes- 


sions were illegally 
taken by the police). 

Barroso said they entered the Vizconde 
house through the garage, and broke the glass 
door. 

Anyway whoever wrote me that letter 
threatening my life for “defending the 
rapists and killers,” should queue up be- 
cause he's not the only one who wants to do 
that. 

Туе received a lot of hate mails and calls for 
taking up the cudgels for Hubert Webb et al. 

‘Anyway, 1 would hate to disappoint him 
should he make good his threat. Subukan 
tang туа. 

Even after this column exposed the smug- 
gling activities of siblings Vicky and Tomas Toh 
last Saturday, they have not been affected. 

Yesterday, my sources at the Bureau of 
Customs said the Tohs smuggled out of the 
customs zone 30 container vans filled with 
resins, a highly taxable item. 

"They paid only the P240 processing fee for 
each container van. 


and shot the brothers repeatedly. 

‘Another brother, Ferdinand, died of a heart 
attack on the same day upon learning that 
Froilan and Arnold had died. 

Meanwhile, the Jimeno family apologized 


то РОЗ Florencio Es- 
cobido of the Que- 
zon City Police Dis- 
trict criminal investi 
gation division for 
falsely charging that 
he was sympathetic 
to Sanchez and rude 
to the victims’ fami- 
ly 

They said there 
was just miscommu- 
nication among the 
-imenos when one of 
them told an Incumzx 
columnist that Esco- 
bido had demanded 
фаг they buy him 
food, among other 
demands. 

Tt was even the po- 
liceman who bought 
food for the family, 
the Jimenos said. 
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Pasay 


animators 


to debut on HK TV ' 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


PASAY CITY'S ANIMATORS 


are going international. 


Eleven residents who re- 
cently completed a rigid three- 
month training program on 

animation are 
now busy working on their first. 
project —Jobert," a cartoon se- 
ries which will debut on Hong 
Kong television by the middle 
of the year, Pasay City Cooper- 
ative Office Head Rolando 
Londonio told the INQUIRER yes- 


professional 


terday. 


The 11 were the first batch 
of graduates from the anima- 
tion training program initiated 
by the city government last 
year to turn aspiring artists in- 
to world-class animators. 

Of the 20 Pasay residents 
who qualified for entry into 
the program, only 11 hurdled 
the rigid training conducted 
by Top Peg Animation and 
Creative Studio, ап indepen- 


dent local animation 


Londonio said. 

Тор Peg immediately hired 
the 11 animators to contribute 
to the cartoon series that 
would soon air in Hong Kong, 
he added. 

“Their names will be includ- 
ed in the credits,” said Grace 
Dimaranan, Top Peg managing 
editor. 

"The cartoon series will be 
like "Tutubi Patrol but will be 
most likely relevant to Over- 
seas Filipino Workers,” Londo- 
nio said. 

Тор Pegs “Tutubi Patrol" 
was an animation series for 
children that dealt with Fil- 
ipino values. 

Mayor Wenceslao “Peewee” 
Trinidad, meanwhile, said the 
citys dream of producing 
world-class animators was be- 
coming a reality. 

A second batch of animators 
has already begun training un- 
der Top Peg which will teach 
them the Westem and 


firm, Japanese styles of animation. 
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when 
buying 

a condo, 

ask yourself 


With all other condos you get a 
BARE unit upon turnover ... 


RM 


— eran 


^N. but with SoMa and Soho Central, all unit owners 
get FULLY-FITTED and STYLISHLY FURNISHED units 


А! other projects dazzle you with fancy model units, designed by famous interior 
designers, but come turnover time, all you get is a completely bare shell, with 
incomplete finishings, and the most spartan of fittings. 


Century Properties and Meridien Development Group, the creators of the award 
winning Essensa East Forbes at the Fort, is now offering the first and ONLY fully-fitted 
and stylishly furnished hi-rise residences in the country with South of Market or SoMa 
(at the Bonifacio Global City) and Soho Central (across Shangri-La Plaza Mall). 


All units come with air-conditioning, kitchen cabinetry, refrigerator, cooktop, modern 
rangehood, microwave, a washing machine, bedframe, a flatscreen TV with DVD player, 
a full sound and entertainment system, a dining showcase, a living room setup, and 
bathroom fittings, at NO EXTRA COST! 


So no expensive interior design bills, no time wasted looking for appliances and 
furniture. No move-in worries. No disappointments. 


Come visit our model units to see just what more you'll get when you make your home 
with Century. 
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Lost lullaby 
in LA 


LOS ANGELES— 
The thick air inside 
the Wild Card gym 
seemed to groan as 
Manny Pacquiao 
ripped through it 
with sharp, flashing 
punches, again and 
again, his eyes spar- 
kling wild like those 
ofa comered tiger. 

“Thats — power 
from GenSan, tuna 
capital of the Philippines,” blurted the 
bearded Pacquiao from middle ring, before 
‘moving to the comer for a sip of water. 

Hesmiled a naughty, knowing smile then 
resumed punishing the air. 

No need anymore to announce how 
strong and good Pacquiao had felt. 

Aglow in sweat, the rock-hard abdominal 
muscles would say it all 

Pacquiao could indeed be in the fiercest, 
finest form of his fighting career. 

But, then, is this actually the finest sea- 
son to be here? It's thick-jacket weather 
here, and don't forget the hood, please. 

‘The bag ladies, grimy winos, beatniks 
and assorted vagrants shrink and recoil in 
the gray chill along Vine St. in Hollywood. 

А swig of cheap gin, а borrowed 
cigarette, or any warm, old thing would 
help. Even homeless, loveless souls have 
tolog some sleep. 

At the corner of La Mirada, they have. 
slashed and pulled down the sentimental 
black-and-white James Dean mural out- 
side the car shop from where the leg- 
endary movieland rebel bought and 
drove his red Porsche to death on the 
highway in 1955. 

The column of the great Jim Murray, 
may he rest in peace, has ceased appear- 
ing in the Los Angeles Times. 

‘Arriving at the Tom Bradley Airport, 
the visitor, cold, is re-assured by the 
‘warm scent of brewing coffee and cinna- 
mon rolls toasting in the oven. 

But, looking closer again, the visitor 
‘groped for the LA he had always returned. 
toand earned to adore. 

Sorry now, but an unredeemable trea- 
sure—a childhood lullaby, a mothers 
‘warm, loving smile—has been lost forev- 
erin the wintry cold. 

OK, Pacquiao may indeed be one of the 
finest things ever to rerum to LA. 

But is this the right time and the right 
place for him to be here? 

‘The price, the fight purse to be exact, 
may be right. Нез being paid $2 million to 
fight Mexican Erik Morales again. 

But on Friday night, at the veranda of his 
second-floor fat off Hollywood's Sunset 
Boulevard, Pacquiao was musing on how to 
please his countless friends and admirers. 

First, he has already set aside $40,000 for 
tickets to be distributed to those who had 
placed early requests. 

‘Add to that the lis of those whom he had 
to provide plane tickets for, from Manila to 
here and back. The request lists continue to 
grow, day after day, as The Battle nears. 

Pacquiao swore he wanted to put all 
these problems and other assorted hassles 
behind him, if just for the moment. 

Problems, problems. 

But nothing compares to the impending 
tempest which he encounters in Las Vegas, 
some six hours by car from here, next Sat- 
urday (Sunday morning іп Manila). 

Pacquiao has indeed trained hardest 
for this battle of battles, 

But how does he offset the built-in 
technical superiority of Morales, who 
had tamed and conquered him the way a 
‘matador would a raging bull, in their first 
dash last March? 

He should have enough rest, advises 
martial arts master Shakespeare Chan. 

How? "Ask him to look up to the sky, as 
far as he can see, don't think about the 
fight" 

Friday, there was a bright big moon up 
there as Pacquiao mused on the veranda. 

Fine. But Saturday night, there were 
thick clouds hovering. No moon, and not 
single star up there, either. 

"Tell him some jokes, make him relax, 
send him to sleep, Chan repeats. 

Ѕопу its goodbye forever to the 
world’s most loving mothes, who sang 
the sweetest lullaby here. 

(this column was originally written for 
yesterday's issue of the INQUIRER.) 
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Pacquiao happy 
to be underdog 


By Recah Trinidad 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA— 

Manny Pacquiao yesterday 
said that, instead of bein: 
pressured and bothered, 

he has actually been 

i- buoyed up by the bet- 
ting trend in Las Vegas 

where he was pegged a 

10-8 underdog Satur- 

Ў day in the sportsbook win- 


The truth, he confided to the INguimen after a 
Filipino food lunch at the Max's Restaurant in 
Glendale, is that he has loaded up in power, speed 
and technique, a fact that cannot be reflected in 
betting preferences. 

For example, Pacquiao said, his right hand has 
grown doubly strong and effective, a big jump 
from last year when this was hardly used in his 
first encounter with Erik Morales. 

t was like this: In the first encounter against 


So, from 50 percent against Morales last time 

ош, has the right fist improved by another 30 or 
40 percent? 

“Di ko masabi (Hard to say), but sure ako, 

mas malakas ngayon ang kanan ko (but Tm 

sure my right is now stronger),” Pacquiao 

4 confided after acknowledging a horde of 

1 autograph hunters, who also requested 

for photographs with their boxing idol 


MANNY Pacquiao loads up in power, technique and speed. somes Pacquiao headed straight to Max’, 


one of his favorite eating places here, where he 
tendered a feast of beef nilaga, kare-kare, daing па 
bangus, bistik Tagalog for team members and their 
friends, straight from Sunday morning Mass at the 
Christ the King church on North Rossmore. 

Earlier, trainer Freddie Roach confirmed that he 
has injected changes into Pacquiao's arsenal, 
which had proved inferior against the crafty and 
vastly experienced Morales during their first en- 
counter at the MGM Grand last March, 

“Manny's in great shape, he's more focused, he 
has power in both hands," Roach said. 

He said they have studied the defects in the last 
fight, and have worked hard to correct these. 

“Mentally, hes more prepared this time 
around,” Roach added. 

But what should add up to the quiet optimism 
in the RP group here is the fact that Pacquiao is a 
tested, great underdog fighter. 

He scored his biggest win as an awful underdog 
when he stopped reigning WBC super feather- 
weight king Marco Antonio Barrera in 2003. 

He jolted, stopped and dethroned world super 
bantamweight champion Lehlo Ledwaba of Africa 
coming in as a last-minute substitute in 2001. 

Pacquiao came in from the cold to stop 
Chatchai Sasakul of Thailand to annex the WBC 
fyweight title in December 1998. 

But against Morales last year, when he entered 
the ring an overwhelming favorite, Pacquiao 
proved unworthy of the lofty billing as he lost the 
first batte. 

"to iyon, this is actually what we've been wait- 
ing for, maging dehado (to be the underdog,” ex- 
plained Buboy Fernandez, Pacquiao's Filipino han- 
ег 

Pacquiao was a 7-5 favorite until last Friday. 

Needless to say, records would show that Pac- 
quiao is fiercer and more dangerous fighting as an 
underdog. 


Filipino hero smells win in late rounds 


By Recah Trinidad at the Max’s Restaurant here, thereby confirming an earli- 
er ruling by the Nevada State Boxing Commission. 

Кза$250,000 penalty in his favor for every excess 
pound registered by Morales, Pacquiao said. 

Ts widely known that the taller Morales, a three-time 
world champion, had had to agonize and come in like a 
tubercular penitent in the weigh-in for his previous en- 
counter with Pacquiao las year. 

‘That simply means Morales has to again deprive him- 
self of proper nutrients as the next fight day nears, Pac- 
 quiao surmised. 

Pacquiao, 27, said that with Morales now older, it 


Ex-Pistons forward 
replaces Cantrell 


Guiao: Torion sacking nothing serious 


turned from reliever to starter for the Ex- 

press, who had earlier ousted San Miguel 

Beer in a best-of three wild-card series. 
The former Lyceum University star al- 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA—MANNY PACQUIAO, 
who confided he did not have to avoid his favorite dishes 
in the runup to the official weigh-in, yesterday said he has 
a hunch he would be able to take out Erik Moralesin the 
later rounds. 

Thats considering that Morales will have to practically 
lead the life ofa hunger striker in order to make the 130- 
Ib limit for their second encounteron Jan. 21. 

“If Morales comes in over by one pound, he pays me 
$250,000, but the fight goes on,” Pacquiao told his guests 


day. 


By June Navarro 


TALK 'N TEXT HAS BROUGHT IN 
Darvin Ham, a member of the 2004 NBA. 


champions Detroit Pistons, as replace- 
ment for Damien Cantrell. 

Ham who also played for the Milwau- 
kee Bucks, Atlanta Hawks and the Wash- 
ington Wizards, will be measured today 
at the PBA offices 

"The Phone Pals are currently tied with, 
the Air21 Express after two games of 
their quarterfinal series in the San Mig 
Coffee-PBA Fiesta Conference. 

The Express drew inspiration from 
Gary David who was voted Player ofthe. 
Week by the PBA Press Corps. 

David averaged 18,75 points as he 


La Salle eyes Samsung 


POWERHOUSE LA SALLE GUNS FOR 
а repeat of its historic sweep the last 
time up in the sixth Samsung Inter- 
scholastic golf championship on Jan. 
22-24 at the Tagaytay Highlands and 
Midlands Golf Club couises. 

The Greenies, who swept all four di- 
visions in the fifth edition ofthe meet at 
Valley last October, will again be repre- 
sented by a combined conungent with 


so scored 25 points twice in that “Killer 
stretch,” including a 19-point job in the 
fourth quater of their Game 1 quareerfi- 
nal match which the Phone Pals won. 

Meanwhile, Red Bul cosch Yeng 
Ошао dismissed as “nothing serious" his 
sacking of Jimwell Torion early in Game 
2 of the Barako quarterfinal duel with 
the Alaska Aces also Sunday _, 

"qt was nothing serious,” said Ошао, 
who sent his prized playmaker home af- 
ter the first quarter 

Guiao got piqued by ТойопЗ noncha- 
lant reaction after berating him for com- 


1a Salle branches in Green Hills and 
Zobel bannering their campaign in the 
grade school and high school divisions. 
and Taft competing in college play. 

‘Ateneo will ry to play the spoilers 
role against their arch rivals. 

"There are 29 schools represented in 
the 54-hole tourney backed chiefly by 
Samsung Elecnonics Phils, ine. and 
cosponsored by Tokyo Tokyo, KZG, 


E 


TORION: Not the type seu saco 


miting tumovers in the first quarter. 

“1 guess his (Torion) reaction some- 
how peeved me and I told him that this 
isnot the game that he would be partici- 
pating in anymore,” said Guiao, 

“Нез (Torion) not the type of player 
who will disrespect or run in conflict 
with his coach,” said Guiao. 


golf sweep 


Sunbolt, Rudy Project, C-Lium Fiber, 
Pacsports and Sports Pius. Media part- 
ners are Wave 89.1, Jam 88.3, 895, 
99.5 RT, 103.5 K-Lite and Killer Bee. 
Defending the team crowns are LS- 
GH for the overall plum, La Salle Taft 
for the boys’ college and mixed high 
school and girls tides and LSGH for the 
boys’ elementary. Reedley guns for a re- 
peat in the girls elementary division, 


‘would be doubly harder forthe 29-year-old Mexican ring 
craftsman to trim down to 130 lbs. 

Claiming he's at his best form, Pacquiao said he plans 
to sustain pressure with the hope of tiring down Morales 
inthe second half of the 12-round bout. 

“ feel he would run out of wind starting the seventh or 
eighth round,” Pacquiao said in Filipino over lunch yester- 


Pacquiao said one does not have to be a physician in 
order to understand the cruel chemistry that rumbles in 
the intestines ofa hard worker who doesn't get the right 
nutrients to sustain his strength. 


SEA Games 
Cebu chief 

sacked over 
unpaid bills 


By Musong R. Castillo 


JONATHAN GUARDO, CHAIR OF THE CEBU 
Southeast Asian Games Organizing Committee. 
(Cebusoc), was recently fired as chair of the city’s 
sports commission over unpaid bills incurred 
during the last Southeast Asian Games. 

But Guardo blamed Cebusoc's counterpart, 
the Philippine SEAG Organizing Committee 
(Philsoc), for his dismissal from the agency 
that is the counterpart of the Philippine 
Sports Commission in Manila. 

“1 was fired even though the root of the 
problem was Philsoc," Guardo said in a tele- 
phone interview. "There's no one but himself 
(Jose “Peping” Cojuangco, Philsoc president) 
to blame." 

‘The Cebusoc, which was supposed to get a 
subsidy of P19.8 million from the PSC and 
Philsoc for hosting seven events, owes various 
entities close to P2 million for accommoda- 
tions as well as food and beverage expenses 
during the last SEAG. 

Guardo had issued post-dated checks after 
the Games and waited in vain for the Philsoc 
to fund those checks, 

The Cebusoc is awaiting the release of 
about P1.8 million more from the Philsoc, 

“We're worried, they might not be able to 
remit the (P1.8 million)," Guardo said. 
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Air21, I couldn't care less. The 
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SO WHICH TEAM 
has the best offen- 
sive trio? 

Each boasting 
triple threats, Har- 
bour Centre and 
Hapee-PCU dispute - 

Montaña 
the remaining quar- 
tefinal bonus in the | Far E Ins, 


STANDINGS 
R. or Shine 
Magnolia 
G. Goose 
Hapee-POU 
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NCO organizers see 
bigger, better roster 


CALATAGAN, BATANGAS—OR- 
ganizers of the National Caddies’ 
Open expect a bigger field in the 
2006 edition that startsat the Ca- 
latagan layout here next month. 

Benjamin Abalos, a former caddy 
who is one of the inspirations of the 
tournament, and sportsman Hermie 
Esguerra, co-chairs of the NCO, see 
the next pool of talents coming from 
the event to be better in caliber 

“The tumout of participants we 
had for last year was enormous,” the 
duo said. "Now that everyone knows 
that his program can truly help, we 
expect no less than the best players 
toenter the toumament." 

‘This years staging will be wider in 
scope despite the age limit of 25 and 


under, as the NCO will allow sons of 
caddies, golf course employees like 
greens and grounds-keepers and 
driving range tee boys to compete. 

Aside from certified true copies of 
their birth certificates, participants 
will also have to give certifications 
signed by the managers of the golf 
clubs they will represent. 

Nomination forms will be given 
next week. They can be faxed to the 
NCO secretariat at Calatagan: 0919- 
5470619 or Wack Wack: 027238556 
onor before Feb. 10. 

‘The tournament will play its first 
two rounds in Calatagan before 
playing the third 18 at Canlubang in 
Laguna and the final round at Wack 
Wackin Mandaluyong. 


Malarayat tilt stakes Vios 


LIPA CITY—A BRAND-NEW 
Toyota Vios will be up for grabs 
for anyone that scores an ace in 
the 8th Mount Malarayat Chair- 
man's Cup set at the complex's 
three nines on Jan. 28. 

‘Architect Antonio Turalba, chair 
of the Malarayat which was the site 
of the 89th Philippine Open last year, 
is inviting all members to join the 18- 
hole tournament. 

Turalba added that guests can 
walk into sign up, 

"The Chairman's Cup has always 
been open to everyone,” Turalba 
said, "We expect to top last years 


field of more than 120.” 

Registration is winding down at 
the club's offices with members to be 
charged P1,500 and guests P3,000, 
inclusive of one practice round and 
giveaways that include an 18-hole 
sift certificate. 

Trips for two to exotic destina- 
tions, induding Bangkok, Thailand, 
and Korea, will be raffled off during 
the awards ceremonies that will fete 
a total of six division champions. 

Paricipants are required to sub- 
mit either certified National Golf As- 
sociation of the Philippines or IPI 
Handicap indices for January. 


PNOC ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION fetes 
ЖОС Dres B en n Fo Bes T Tn ОМ PEP 
POSTEO einer etiam Ta sous 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


PNOC-Energy Development Corporation (PNOC-EDC) invites interested contractors 
тергей wil the Philippine Contractors Accreditation Board (РСАВ) and classified, 
ги, as IAC Medium, Sub-Category A, General Engineering or General Building 
‘nd most have competed wifi the last ten (10) years at least one contract lor the 
ФА, зимашгә, end mechanicalpiping works which is similar lo the contract under 
dáng amounting 0 at least 50% of ta approved budget, apply for egy and 
то bid for th project 
CIVIL, STRUCTURAL, AND MECHANICALIPIPING WORKS FOR THE 
CONVERSION OF TONGONAN REINJECTION TO PRODUCTION WELL. 
ан), MG-3D PRODUCTION WELL HOOK-UP TO 552, AND 
MAHANAGDONG A 5521 DUMPLINE TO CONCRETE SILENCER 
EDC 05-1874 
The prospective contractor's experience in mechanicaliplping works shall Involve 
‘ining works installed in accordance to ANSIASME B31.1 andlor B31.3, such as 
Power plant construction, chemical pant piping Instalaion, refinerylpeirochemical 
long instalation and oer high-pressure piping inselston for gas, sleamiine. ec 
Water supply lines Installed in accordance to AWWA or equivalent shall not be 
considered as similar work. 
The Approved Budget is PhP 12,195,200.00 chargeable against PNOC-EDC fund 
The contract duration is 180 calendar Gays. 
Application forms for eligoity and bid documents тау be secured кот the PNOC- 
EBC Contracts Administration Group (elo Francis T. Tolbas local 5179) staring 
Senuary 47, 2008 upon payment of a non-refundable fee of Pesos: One Thousand 
Five Hundred (PhP 1,500.00) 
Site inspection s on January 28, 2006 atthe Leyte Geothermal Production Field in 
Ormoc.Leyle. For the purpose ol clarifying cera issues, а pe bd conference wil 
фе held on February 2, 2006, 10:00 a.m. al the BAC Conference Room, First Floor, 
Buding V. PNOC-EDC. Merit! Road, For Bonifacio, Taguig, Metro Manta 
Sealed bids shall be received by the PNOC-EDC Contracts Administration Group, 
First Floor, Bulding V. PNOC-EDC, Marii Road, Fort Bonifacio, Taguig. Меко 
Mania not later than 2:00 p.m. (Contracts Administration Group Office Wall 
Clock Time) of February 16, 2006 and shall be publicly opened immediate norat. 
PNOC-EDC reserves the right o rect any oral bids or parts thereof, lo waive any 
топтау therein, to accept such bids or to award any рап of Ine work lo any bidder 
Whose bid is considered most advantageous to PNOC-EDC. 


‘Tho Chairman 
Вз and Awards Commitee 
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Republ o the Philippines 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Pilar Streot, Zamboanga City 


SECTION 4. INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Briet Description of Goods : LOT T: CLTEE. FLEXIBLE COUPLING. GATE VALVE A 
MECHANICAL CAP. BRASS CORPORATION COCK 


‘Tha ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT, rough intoraly generated funds пап 
O apoy ta sum ol P527,000 00 for LOT Y and РВИ 20000 or LOT tang ihe Approved 
to lora Contract (ABC) 10 payments under ZOND Purchase Requston Nos 6678 
ЖЗ lor LOT 1 datod 121458 12/1305 rospactvoly and PR по. 8689 cated 12757 
Gor LOT 2 Bi recovad in exces ol a ABC shal bo automaticaly rected at Ва 
Opening 

“Tha ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT now nutes зова bids rom oll Bddors 
Torta suppycohven lr LOT T- Bass Flings and C1 Бир and for LOT 2: PVC 
ngs, Delany o GOODS is еа By March 17. 2008, ne cesenpton ol an оңою 
"ido s contained Gecton ol in Bing Documents ТВ. 


'dóng wl be conducted through open сотренв bidding procadures using noi- 
acrotona pasai cena as рес па implementing Rules & Regulations Part 
АА-А) al Ropublc АА B184 (A.A $184], clhorwse Known as tho Governmant 
Procurement am Act ала la escaso organizaron wi 

ares or outanang capia sock belonging о czar 

in Ropubte Ай 183 (A A 5183) Оту Bids lom Badara who pass the eigbly chock 
Arabs opone. Tho proces ol he Egos chock is девле п Sector one Bidding 
aeneus TTE Tha badar win wast calculalad bid (LCS) shall be advance tothe post- 
шсаһоп stage in order 1o Analy determine s rosponsvenoss o o осіп! and 
алса remremanis lI project Toe contact sal во поп awarded ю tno Lowest 
‘Gatsateg end Responsive dor (LCR) who was determined as such during ha post 
quaicatan proceduro. 


ho Phin 


оогоо Вид may obtain athar Information rom ha ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER 
ТУТАТ aod кароо ina Bading documants atte address gwen below duing ойсо 
outs (600-5 00 p] 


А сот sot ot dáng Dacurants may ba purcha 
‘us below ага upon payment ol a noreundab 
Pasos per ol (P800 ON). The method o peymont 
Gr Cashirs Chack oniy. The bidang documents 
prospective дог or п auhorzs reproseriatv. 
‘The ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT wal hold а Pro-Bid Conlerenco ороп lo al 
Invested partos on January 24, 2008, 200 pm at a across: 

2nd Floor ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT Main Offca Bling 

Par уво, Zamboanga City 

‘ds and sity rocuremonts must be delivered to tho address bow al or balore 200 
n January 31. 2006 Ai Bie musta accompanied by a а Seeunty e form of Cash, 
оша chick or Castra neck and nthe amount ol P5270 00 lar Lol and P000 0 
lor Lo 2 Lale Виш shall not bo occapied, 
а Opaning shat bo on January 31, 2006,2 00 pm altho 2nd Floor, ZAMBOANGA CITY 
WATER DISTRICT Main Oca Building. Piar St, Zamboanga Сау Bids wii bo oponod 
‘hth prononce ofthe Bidaa raprasaniaino'a wno choose to amond at ne address боон 
Tho ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT rosarvos io night to accopt or rjet any Bd 
эла то ати те king process and rect a Вв at any тө or pror lo contract атага. 
incu eroby neuron any abun о те апоста Boro Bidders, 
ZAMBOANGA CITY WATER DISTRICT 
Ж Noel Канар 
Piar St, Zamboanga Ciy 7000 
Totopcna No (062) 991-1856 
Fax (082) 991-2799 


yd by Interest bidders rom tha 
inne amount ot Fwa Hund 

rotor inu Cast, Cente Cec 

be racened parsonany by ia 
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HONOLULU, HAWAII—DAVID TOMS 
seized sole possession of the lead with 
a birdie at the first hole and never 
looked back Sunday, rolling to a five- 
stroke victory at the $4.8 million Sony 
Open. 

"Toms started the day tied for the lead 
with Chad Campbell. But he made only 
опе bogey in an assured five-under-par 


ing his 


65 at Waialea Country Club. 

‘Two months after undergoing a rela- 
tively routine heart procedure, he fin- 
ished at 19-under 261, collecting his 
12th PGA Tour victory. Toms enhanced 
his reputation as a front-runner, extend- 


into the final round, 
‘Campbell carded a 70 for 266, finish- 


na 


1 Toms cruises to 5-stroke win 


ing tied for second with South African 
Rory Sabbatini who posted an impressive 
62. 

For the 39-year-old Toms, the victory 
was especially satisfying in the wake of 
the heart scare that sent him to hospital 
during а tournament in Pennsylvania 
and eventually saw him have surgery in 
November. AFP 


record to 8-3 when taking a lead 


Venus glow fades; 
Davenport sizzles | 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA—WIMBLEDON 
champion Venus Williams was knocked out 
of the Australian Open in the first round 
Monday, losing 2-6, 6-0, 9-7 to Bulgaria's 
‘Tsevetana Pironkova, ranked 94th. 

It was only the third time in 34 Grand Slam 
tournaments that the five-time major winner has 
lostin the opening round. 

The 10th-seeded Williams had 65 unforced er- 
rors, including 41 in the third set, as she struggled 
to control her groundstrokes in her first tour-level 
event since September. 

"Top-ranked Lindsay Davenport cruised to a 6- 
2, 6-1 win over Australian wild card entry Casey. 
Dellacqua, ranked No. 180. 


6-1, in 59 minutes. 


manys Julia Schruff. 


Gebrselassie rips 
2 world records 


LOS ANGELES—ETHIOPIAN HAILE 
Gebrselassie broke the world halt 
‘marathon record by 21 seconds 
when he clocked 58 minutes, 55 sec- 
onds in Phoenix, Arizona, on Sun- 
day, The 82-year-old twice Olympie 
40,000-meter champion also bet- 
tered the world 20km road record 
with a time of 55:48 en route to his 
half-marathon record. Reuters 


TORONTO—JALEN ^ ROSE 
scored a season-high 31 points 
and the Toronto Raptors 
reached a franchise-high in 
points in ending New York's 
six-game winning streak with a 
129-103 rout in the NBA on 
Sunday. 

Morris Peterson added a season- 
high 28 and Chris Bosh had 23 for 


Maria Sharapova, the 2004 Wimbledon cham- 
pion, had 20 winners and only faced one break 
point as she beat Germany's Sandra Kloesel, 6-2, 


No. 9 Elena Dementieva was the first seeded. 
player ousted. The 24-year-old Russian, a semifi- 
nalist at the last US Open, lost 7-5, 6-2 to Ger- 


On the men's side, Masters Cup champ David 
Nalbandian, seeded No. 4, bested Thai qualifier. 
Danai Udomchoke, 62, 62, 1-6, 6-7 (4), 6-1 
Highth-seeded Gaston Gaudio, the 2004 
French Open champ, was leading 6-2, 5-0 when 
Romania's Razvan Sabau retired with an injured 
right elbow. No. 7 Ivan Ljubicicalso advanced, AP MARIA Sharapova serves to Sandra Kloesel. 


Raptors break Knicks’ streak 


AVE 
E — а Т 


the Raptors, who surpassed the pre- 
vious record of 128 points—done 
twice. 

At Portland, Oregon, Ruben Pat- 
terson and Zach Randolph each had 
16 points and seven rebounds and 
Portland edged Cleveland, 89-87. 

LeBron James had 29 points, 13 
rebounds and seven assists for the 
Cavaliers, 


‘At Sacramento, California, Mike 
Bibby finished his career-high 42 
points with two free throws with 0.4 
seconds left, and Sacramento held 
off Orlando, 104-100. АР 


ө SOLAR Sports will air the 
Miami-LA Lakers tussle at 11:30 
a.m. It will be replayed at 9 pam. 


STARTS TODAY AT ARANETA COLISEUM ° FIGHTS START 12 NN 


үү 2006 PICKUP WILL BE 


AWARDED TO 


R.P. ENTRIES 


Boy Marzo * Nene Abello Patrick Antonio 
Danding Cojuangco * Richard Bates * Ito Ynares 

Nena Araneta « Rudy Salud * Rudy Albano 

Peping Cojuangco * Esting Teopaco » Biboy Enriquez 
Joel & Jet Fernando » Raymond Velayo 

‘Butch & Jake Масавае! « Gerry Boy Espina e Frank Berin 
‘Claude Bautista » Tony Tan e Peping Ricafort 

Eddie Araneta Boy de Roca « Ronnie Puno 

Jesry & Ricoy Palmares ө Madiambayan Brothers 

"Cesar Tan ® Ompong Plaza * Eric de la Rosa 

JV Magsaysay e John Capinpin * Wily Vilarica 

Obet Son * Ро Estrellado e Ric de Guzman 

Rene Medina e Wiliam Go e Gerry Escalona 

‘Alex Escalona e Patrick Puno • Philip Chiongblan. 

“посо Bros. « Tony Trebol « Felix Trebol « Bebot Roxas 
Мах Roxas » Шо Orllaza e Jun Marasigan « Boyat Joson 
Chito Tinsay « Boy Royo * Blandy Tolentino 

Manolo Lopez • Danny Ту « Reggie Pena * Manvel Julao 
Marcel Julao « Jun Julao « Dicky Lim ө Frankie Uy 

Roger Buenaflor е Efren Canlas » Boy Diaz « Cilo Alberto 
Lawrence Wacnang « Victor Sierra e Mike Romulo 

‘Jame Uy * Anthony Lim е Boboy de los Santos 

Јову de los Santos • Nonoy Gonzales • Jose Paneda 
Bobby Doromal « Sergo Jimenez « Sonny Lagon 

Mauro Prieto « Rally Prieto» Alex Tang e Jun Sevilla 
Edwin Васі « Ampl Bros. * Juancho Aguirre 

‘Edwin Ramos « Raul Eneo e Dong Ledesma 

Elan Nagano e Paolo Malvar «and others 


[ЖӘТИШИШЕШЙЙЇ f. 


i 
П co- 
{ SPONSORS 


mr 


qucm 
a 


e 
U.S. | FOREIGN ENTRIES 


Roger Roberts, GEORGIA * Ray Alexander, ALABAMA, 
Bobby Fairchild, OKLAHOMA • Jerry Eliard, ALABAMA 

Karl & Bobby Casco, HAWAII « Bruce Barnette, CALIFORNIA 
Joe Sanford, CALIFORNIA • Joe Stanfield, CALIFORNIA 

Johnny Moore, TENNESSEE • Jesse Smilh, OKLAHOMA 

Tris Nesmith, ALABAMA * Jason Campbell, ALABAMA 

Norman Blount, ALABAMA ® Thomas Green, ALABAMA, 

Richard Kelly, ALABAMA * Peter Uren, AUSTRALIA 

Јову Melendres, AUSTRALIA • Sedirey Linsangan, GUAM 
Morinobu Taniguchi, JAPAN ® Lloyd Bernardo, HAWAII 

Brad Padgelte, OREGON * Emitte San Juan, CALIFORNIA 

Baby Evangelista, CALIFORNIA e Edwin Tagle. CALIFORNIA ` 
Domy Fernandez, CALIFORNIA • Henry Fajardo, CALIFORNIA 
Henry Navarro, CALIFORNIA * Speedy Gonzales, CALIFORNIA £ 
‘Jorge Goitia, CALIFORNIA * Teodor Collar, CALIFORNIA 

Ferdie Palam, CALIFORNIA ө Tot Morales, CALIFORNIA 

Elmo Gayoso, TENNESSEE * Ron Ron Huele, CALIFORNIA 
Rollo Siazon, CALIFORNIA e Wiliam Corken, ALABAMA 

Christy Borovian, ALABAMA e Johnny Gonzalez, CALIFORNIA 
Val Gonzalez, CALIFORNIA * Coco Gonzalez, CALIFORNIA 
Mario Gonzalez, CALIFORNIA « Pol Ronnasek, ARIZONA 

Dave Ward, ARIZONA * Јов Brown, TENNESSEE 

‘Johnny Phiips, GEORGIA « Wiliam Leblanc, LOUISIANA 

Richard Harris, LOUISIANA • Mario Ceniza, ARIZONA 

Jorge Torres, CALIFORNIA ® Ed Alpanaro, CALIFORNIA, 

Regie Barawidan, HAWAII «and olhers 
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TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2006 


BY JESS ABRERA 


Есно BASE, INE GoT 
SOMETHING, NOT MUCH, 
‘BUT iT COULD BE A 

LFE FORM. 


COMMANDER Fox, Do 
YoU COPY? THIS 1S 
ROGUE Two. THIS IS 


Есно BASE, THS IS 
WiLL You knock ROGUE TWO. I FOUND HM! 
TT OFF AND REPEAT, I FOUND HIME 

Dig ME OUT 0 


ELT 
уо AT. MWA-JUeT 
ANG FEELINGS pons 


ITS NOT CALLED 
A MUFFLER, 
FOR NOTHING 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


ремих GROSS 
TOKE МАМЕ! 


DOUT EVER UET YOUE NOMER 


блот pont mae) NI 
ITTO SIX ENS OLD 
EN BENG STUPID, 


S 
), 


OH,'SHNIFF', EARL, 
"SNIFF'I THINK `СОЕР” 
X НАВ A COLD. ‘SNIFF 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


Do You ‘SNIFF’ 
THINK `СОЕР' ITS 
'SNIFFLE' CATCHY P 


МАЧВЕ We SHOULD 
Become $ирернерое$! 
we HAVE тне HAIR, 
ALL We. неер ARE 
THe очот! 


But Don’t ме меер 
SUPERPOWERS To 
Become Super- 
Heroes? 


Powers 


Come ON, Wegou! 
SuPeRHeRoeS Don’t 
REALLY HAVE SuPeR- 


FRANCISCAN 
FRIAR 
JUNIPERO 
SERRA 
DISCOVERS 
SAN FRANCISCO, 
CALIFORNIA 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're direct, bold and forthright. 
want you have clear goals, end you believe in he disc 


yoursel 


fit is always forceful. This next year could be one of 


‘You simply go after what you desire. You know what you 
line necessary to achieve those goals. When you express 
f the most powerful years of your life. Open any door. 


Birthdate of Jim Carrey, actor; Benjamin Franklin, Founding Father, Muhammad Ali, heavyweight champ. 


mae 
EY April 19): This is an ex 


further education or broaden your ex- 
perience of the world are excellent. 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): This is a won- 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): This is a good 
day to decide how to 
Share something, with 
Someone. Из also a 
good day for fundraising and set- 
ing red-tape matters connected 
with insurance, debt and taxes. 


9 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): You couldn't 
pick a better day to 
Smooth over troubled 

waters with a friend or partner. All 

discussions with others will go ex- 
tremely well now! 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS. 


1 Some distance. 


5 Actress Talbot 
9 Knowing 


14 Fula hold 
15 Explollve one 


16 Overdress 
17 Environs 


18 Marc's love 


19 Type of footbal 
20 Deloe's shop- 
Jouing heroine? 


23 Whoopie's 
"Ghost role 
24 Essential parts 


28 Move steatily 


32 Poppycock! 
33 Wast bones 


37 Blackmore's 
sandloving 


heroine? 


40 At night angles 


nat 
41 Clare of "Bleak 


House" 
42 Sodate 


43 Shaws sow- 
loving heroine? 

45 Pickup 

46 Witter LeShan 

41 A поте 

49 Experience a 
fashback 

52 Save 

57 Travers! 
rupiaioving 
heroine? 

81 Squeais 

64 Saab model 

65 Yale grads 

86 Sculle 

67 Marsh bird 

68 Quote an 
example 

89 Joins by 
heating 

то Work unis. 

71 Comes out wih 


By Raber H. We 
North Woodme 


11 Bebxey count 

12 Dash 

Hm 

2 Dug of 
љепоте 

22 Tan 

25 Orarestod's 
cay 

28 Oro ik соту 
їїсолрәлу 

21 honed or 
nac 

29 Lk Jane Eyro 

30 Commotons 

S Coran 
Agoran 

зорак 

EE 

35 Majeste 

30 Me Dander 

38 Logging Zs 

30 Deer mama 


DOWN 

1 Honz val 

2 Untof 
capachance, 

з Ms. Rogers St 
Johns 

4 Domain 

5 Mom conters 

$ Madonna hi, 
"La _ Bonita’ 


lo 
n cn 
io о 
n DE 


44 Cty north of 
Brussels 

48 Sioobers 

50 Fi боеру 

51 Docoratvo Jars 

53 Eyeglasses, 
casually 

64 Eyolashes 

55 Oneness 


56 Missis 
quens 

за Not common 

[1773 
soparauon 

0 Blueroso 

61 Autobahn auto 

62 Across Romick 

63 Part of APB 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You can sweet-talk 
anyone at work into do- 
ing whatever you want 


° lay Co-workers are 


putty in your hands! Make the most. 
Fit (It isn'talways this easy) 
Mercury, is lined up 


with fair Venus today, 


and you feel happy! You're cre- 
ative and very much in touch with 
your talents. Enjoy playful activi- 
Чез with children. 
are warm and friendly 
today Now is the time to 


tackle delicate subject. 


People are willing to listen to what 


you have to say. 
‘creating partnerships, 


Signing contracts and 


ing deals. Discussions and ac- 
tivities with siblings are smooth 
and friendly. 


© 


VIRGO (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): Your ruler, 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Fomily discussions. 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): This is a good 
day for agreements, 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): This is a 
great day to make mon- 
ey! Your cash flow is 
Blessed. Therefore, you 
сап earn money or you can spend it 
and get a good value. 

others are excellent. 


What а smooth 


schmoozer! Since both Mercury and 
Venus are in your sign, you can do 


no wrong. 
you today. You'l 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): You're all 
charm today. АЙ your 
communications with 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb, 18): Tre beauty of 
Solitude will appeal to 

ene 


time alone. However, ics 


also a good day to deal with the gov- 


ernment. 
you today. A friend is al- 


so happy to sec your 


face. Enjoy dealing with others. Peo- 
pie are warn and леду 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Members of 
groups and organiza- 
Чоп are happy to see 


MIKROKOSMOS 


KITKIT, UGALIIN MONG 

KUMAIN NG NATURAL 

NA PAGKAIN GAYA NG 
MGA PRUTAS: 


„AT TANDAAN МО, 
NA PAG MAS 

MALUT YUNG PRUTAS, 
MAS MATAPANG Yon, 


BYJOMIKE TEJIDO 


‚КАХА PINAKA MALAKAS 
TONG MGA VITAMIN-C. 
TABLETS, ANG LILIIT Е! 


KIKO MACHINE 


Tsong? ENROLL KA 
Sa SPEED MATH Ко. 

RASE AYI LAHAT MA- 

MAMANGHA SA BIUS MO. 


171 она! musi MO 
Tj саке MASAO KO 
д 
HWop! 54.8! o: 
Bukas mO PA MAISIP 
ITANONG YON- 


930 
COLAT KAT SA IKATLONG 
REINCARNATION M0 PA 
ITATANONG Yan! о, 


BY ELIZABETH CHIONGLO 


Шей, ا‎ 


NATURAL 


ko SABA! 


PY GALT 


MAHR! 
Мә (HINDI TRAGA LAHA 
TH) WS WAKASIMANGOT 


V/TINGNAN MD SI 
KINGKONG, 
NAKA SIMA REOT, ү 


HINDL Nant! т” 
2f 
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& RP movies for India 


FANTASIA Barrino, 2004 


* 


CARRIE Underwood, 2005 


Who will be the next 


‘American I 


By Kathryn L. Reyes 


WHERE ARE THEY NOW? 

The search for the next “American 
Idol" has begun, and the reality show 
starts airing on worldwide television 
tomorrow. 

One thing about this wildly popular 
program: It has made celebrities out of 
some non-winners as well. 

Remember William “She Bangs" 
Hung? He didn't even make it past the 


auditions in Season 3 (2004) but he was 
the first from that batch to cut a double- 
CD. He made television history just by 
being annoyingly funny! TVguide.com 
recently reported that the infamous 
hopeful is on No. 80 of the websites 
“100 Most Unexpected TV Moments.” 
‘Another also-ran who continues to be 
very visible is Clay Aiken. Voted the Most 
Loved Star of АЙ Time From a Reality 
Show in an online poll, his last TV ap. 
pearance was on Diane Sawyer’s “Good 


dol’? 


Morning America.” 

‘Aiken was runner -p to Ruben Stud- 
dard in Season 2, but his album sales and 
fan base have surpassed Studdard’. 

Meanwhile, Studdard’s debut album, 
“Soulful,” released in 2003, shot up to 
No. 1 on the Bilboard chart in its first 
week. "Superstar" a single from that al- 
bum, eamed Studdard a Grammy award 
nomination in 2004. He also recorded a 
gospel album that made No. 20 in Bil- 

WHOIA22 


OPENS TOMORROW | 
THE FIRST BIG MOVIE FOR 2006 


By Marinel R. Cruz 


VIC DEL ROSARIO, movie producer and pres- 
idential consultant for entertainment, has 
sent a representative to join former president 
Fidel Ramos on a trade mission to India to 
"explore possibilities of selling Filipino [film] 
products to Indian viewers." 

Del Rosario reported this to InQumen Enter- 
tainment in an interview last week. Ramos’ 25- 
member team flew to India оп Jan. 15 to attend 
the "Partnership Summit 2006" in Calcutta. 

"Theresa big market there for Pinoy films and 
ТУ shows,” said Del Rosario, also the, executive 


E-mail: pr_entertainment@inquirer.com.ph 


Editor Emmie G. Velarde 


W Trade mission eyes ‘big market’ for film products 


producer of Viva Entertainment Inc. “We're hop- 
ing to learn from them as well. India has many 
experts in animation, among many other special- 
izations. Indian artists provide the technical re 
quirements of most Asian films." 

Del Rosario noted that India is the home of 
Bollywood movies, world-famous Hindi-lan- 
guage films from Mumbai. In fact, India's movie 
industry has the largest output in the world. "We. 
hope to buy some of those films and show them 
in our country” he said. 

Last November, Del Rosario inked a three-year 
deal with World Media Entertainment for the air- 
ing next month in Malaysia, Indonesia and 

RP MOVIES A2-2 
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METRO MANILA THEATERS ASSOCIATION” 


(Muntinlupa) tel 8503571 or 72 
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Movie Theatres of the New Milenium 


Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
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Cinema 2000 Waltermart Makati 
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Cinema 2000 Pavilion Mall 
(Binan) tel. (049) 4111146 


китов 


Зет DONTGNEUPONUS 


ЕЕН DF ням 
SUPER CINERAMA J A 


Isetann Cinerama Complex Recto У 


td 7334228 


Cinema 2000 Cinemagix 
KING KONG 


(Urdaneta) te(075) 568.6771 
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Lianas Cinema 

(иши tel 850.1276 

KING KONG 

0005 
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TERRORIST HUNTER 

Lianas MovieCity 

(Gata tel (049) 545.7202 
Р ‘ING KONG 
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LUE MOON 


Fiesta World Mall 
(Lipa) tel (043) L020 
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MOVIES / SCHEDULES / PRICES SUBJECT 
TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 
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1AM NOT WRITING THIS AS JUST AN- 

other guessing-game material. Its too 

sensitive to be lumped with the usual 

blind items. 1 got quite affected when а 

network insider told me the sad, sad sto- 

P ту. This should serve as a waming for peo- Dolly Ann 

3 x ple who become obsessed with some Cay у 
STUDDARD BICE MAROULIS movie stars, bordering on fatal attraction, CATVAJAI 

It must also be a wake-up call for stars 


А who give their admirers false hopes. Then ainirers share my 
эз? d o; y sentiments. Be 
THE ADVENTURE BEGINS JAN. 25 | Who will be the next ... again, this also happens to ordinary peo- тау heres to vais happiness. He 
THE ADVENTUS Showings Today ; MEM the rente nice guye have ever 
ET AGES ARE ADMITTED. lerés the tragic story: A young actress source says the newlyweds are d 
From page A2-1 Fantasia’s batchmate, Fi-Am Jas- ето Pel DEG шел. ег fusbom. May you LOVE hap 
4 mine Tras, made it to top three in going steady Of couse afer, Ivan and Karen! 
bes кент Kelly Cark- the 2004 edition. Bom to Filipino еу didnt want ep jeopardize per love tein 
son, recently won the Peoples Parents and raised in Hawaii, Jas- with a matinee idol/actor. The assistant di- From 3 hunks 
эь тесеу won Ве ищ mine came home to bigtime en. Tetor used to go out witha modelno and ү TEXTED Marvin Agustin to con 
Sher апа has been nominated for doSement deals right afer her Al SOMES show segment host also from the him for his ММЕР Best Actor aval 
Saar тше Top Performance in the Sit Her sdfided debut album Sme newwork ow enough, the young ac- asked for his reaction to the fümfesi 
forthcoming Grammy Awards. Her WasreleasedintheUS lastyear o beri benda devastated the AD, who һа, He texted back, " I'm too grat 
fax bum Thankful” debuted at Her latest appearance on local TV peu pedes ie—but not before she happy to be bothered by such contr 
RS оп бе Bilboard Hoe 100 and Was on the“Promd episode of"Ex. Fed ie summ an ne goodbye. I wonder can't ask for anything more." Right 
her second album, Breakaway” has Та Challenge” where she was made ne uei wear a happy face on s, The scandal doesn't make you l 
gone five times platinum. Seeing an ‘catch rogsina swamp. оа ене ا‎ guilt. The actress has award-winning actor. 
edgier Clarkson in her latest wok, Rocke A uada dedic ADS family to г unie 1 texted Polo Ravales and tea} 
critics agree she's here to tay. S matters. Ahhh! Love can sometimes be the about Ara Mina, He replied: "We a 
Last year’s Al marked the entry of ultimate tragedy. к closer now?” I texted back and teal 
Worthy of stardom ток чё той to the largely pop show. _ 15t true that Jennylyn Mereado's manag “Behind closed doors?” He replieci 
‘Season З champ Fantasia Barring TMO contestants led this refreshing z Becky Aguila is Fatih Tumors that һај” Polo and Ara make a gorgeous 
indi f bs years be Change ВоВе, who finished see- Marian Ie M erras QUT Arg put itso api ‘At least Polo bir 
Magazine Awards for R&B Voice of 900, and Constantine Maroulis squeeze) already has aki? Isshe outtospite [емей Alfred Vargas (whom Ty 
Meine А ш to Marah Carey, Bivehas since gotten married be- Mark, who happens whet a herward since his Ateneo days—Im glad 1 
e ear ee йе eine Comeafaherandundenneama. J, because X Mark is vocal about his love for 
And though it took а while bere Vy surgery He also released his frst Marian? Jen has said that shes gotten over 
she released het St ло. 8 alum, “the Real Thing” wherehe Майс How can she move on if her manager 
ашп did not land the charts inits COllaborated with Bon Jovis Richie сапер to remove Mark from the picture? 
Bier week ahe received four Gram. Sambora and Nickelback’s Dan Moped eee o fix my [schedule] to accommodate 4 
шу nominations and wo American Kroegex and which madeit to No.4 Heard from my friends at GMA 7s news- jects, Even digital films.” 
ош той: m year Now of Bilboards albums chart last Toor TY ae grend “Men's ] 
Мз налі поб em eer. month. Caie Underwood, ast sea- i Et hitched to his longtime girltiend "Men's Room’ reloaded 
deg deter ЕЕ No SonswinnerwasonNo 2 Maroulis Karen (a Wa Kok ihe) ‘That crushed my A SURVIVAL guide for guys call 
Sa She has also writen "Lie М Vr the Philippines last Novem- Peart (bebe) and Ti sure a Jot of hans 
rule: ber to star in a series of mall shows. 
Back in the US, Maroulis is now- 
doing a TV sitcom on ABC. TV act- 
ing should come easy for this New 


SNEAK PREVIEWS Se Broadway bade WHEN TALENT COMPETITIONS BE- 


ood beat Bice in Came popular on television, the win- 
бене again peat Вее іп ners and losers were decided on by ex- 
> A ES CRI EROR perts tapped to serve as judges. So, the. M 
Robinsons Her tise axe giai major problems were the qualifica- S 


Movieworld e of фе dez and Top Seling tions, objectivity and incorruptibility Nestor 
County Single of the Year She was Of those jurors. U. Torre ^ 
galleria * ermita + metro east deo 2005 Couey Sie Sales These days, however the judging equa С dik 
E Aere ds dear Olohoma Today ЧОП has been made more complex with 
pioneer * novaliches imus Ain qe named her "200s heinclusion of "texe votes” from viewers. Чеш, so that contestants backer} 
dasmarifias * sta. rosa Olioen ofthe Year” Тһе “logic” of this development is quite whipped up to fever pitch, and c 
; ао hr good looks as Сеат Since talent searches are supposed and spend more for text votes 
starmills, pampanga * angeles well Carve has announced on her 0 discover tomorrow's stars whom the This hyped-up competition subjed 
Vei Сатіе cil copes: ша Public will embrace, the public should  bodyinvolved to excessive sues an’ 
january 16 to 17 e balon араа ез have a hand in choosing the winners of iy that youtfuleonestans shoul 
шерип 2006 Prom Cole. hose talent tilts. = contend with. The TV station wins, 
ks “Trouble is, in some instances, the text everyone else loses out. 
леа Ile was 2005s _YOtes a leading contestant endoteliy Wort of alh the vat vos mon 
гне 5 reflect what the viewing public wants! lawed as it is, sometimes results 
REGULAR Showing: January 25 Мерез Ске Awardee r, The reason for this isthe expensive ploy serving contestants being hailed 
E pres ar Snai wonde then, that thousands 97 some candidates relatives, friends and ners. Isn't this what talent searchel 
535.5 a S of hopefuls tamed up as usual in Other backers: they themselves pay for supposed to do? 
— TOE ewer auditors г hundreds and even thousands of text — Asa result of the wrong taler 
recede votes, to make sure that their bet wins. chosen as winners, some of the 
кре уап Seacrestsays 50, the text votes dont necessarily de- ош” young performers dort ci 
эуен Whowilbede 20% popularity just che loyalty, determi- well with the audience, and lose 1 
OPENS TOMORROW! еа dU" nation and deep pockets of some contes- ter after only a few months. So 
е tants’ supporters. е genuine stellar advantage hen 
There's only one way to find Out. А aging tothe dubious nature of the text То rectify this unproductive il 
American Idol” will be aired Ње оп VRE component is the fact that its а пагу situation, the text vote co 
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their competition and controversy quo- That should inhibit the conl 


a 'OPENSTTOMORROW 


WILLIAM ATHERTON C E BRANDON DAVIS 


Who's your 
. рапду? 


THE 18 is OLD VIRGIN. 


=== ғеяз аааз ET E RE  onomgenied ye germ cr mut 


Based on a true rumor. 


[rlw е = atc 
dec AS THO CO ЕМЕА Ш ТЕНИ NEN md Gl fon ty rae 
REUN ВНА DUD ЖАЙЫШ D: Le AEA" D VEG PONAM ^" ‘i Тоша 


те ыш 
EE Distributed by € chis Biru Capa 


TT ToMORROW 


FROM THE AGADEMY AWARD `- WINNING DIRECTOR ОЕ AMERICAN BEAUTY" 
Welcome to the suck. 


A FILM BY SAM MENDEZ 


\АВНЕАП 


22.9 PETER SARSGAARD. CHIS COOPER AND. SBE FOXX. 


libet 


+ 
BEST COPY A AILABLE 


ratulate 
а. 1 also 
brouha- 
eful and 
versies. T 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2006 1 A? El 


Men's Room” is getting very good feedback 
from viewers about the shows new format. 


oe 


CINEMA 1c movies mes 
BE THE FIRST TO WITNESS THE EXPLOSIVE REMATCH AT SM CINEMA! 


Weeks after TV host Ethel Booba announce | 
she had broken up with her boyfriend, former bas- 
ketball player Alex Crisano, they were seen dining 
on Saturday at Rembrandt Hotelin Quezon Ci. | 


Dip 
You ^ 
Know... 


Viewers are hooked on the shows segments 
оп fashion, sports, grooming and, of course, 
beautiful giris. "Ambushed" is one of 
them—guys have a chance to know what 
girls really think about men and what they 
want. 

Tes obvious there's very good chemistry 
between hosts RJ Ledesma and Rovilson 
Femandez. Its not surprising, either, that 
stand-up comedian Mike Unson's segment is 
being followed by many viewers. This guy is 
realy funny! 

Honestly it is a personal favorite of mine! 
These three guys click and they make late 
night TV funny and entertaining. Catch “The 
Men's Room,” Wednesdays, 11:30 pm. on 
Studio 23. 


Jukebox queens 
TENJOYED pigging out with my beloved col- 
Jeagues—Tita Crispina Belen, Ian Farinas, 
Jun Lalin, KC Guerero and Don Don Sermi- 
тю—аї the birthday bash of Regina Cabral 
which was also a blessing cum soft opening of 
Озал (Wilson St, Greenhills). The resto 
serves sumptuous food and delicacies from 
various provinces. [swear their sugpong hipon 
is the largest and juiciest T have ever tasted! 
Boasts Rosanna “Osang” Canlas, one of 
the owners, along with Jukebox Queen” 
Claire de la Fuente: “We not only serve the 
best tasting Filipino food; we satisfy cravings 
for regional delicacies. Different kinds of le- 
chon from Davao, Bacolod and Cebu can be 
bought or ordered in advance from Osangs." 
"The other ‘Jukebox Queens" Eva Eugenio 
and Imelda Papin have savored the yummy 
dishes. Truly a feast for a king and/or (uke- 
box) queen. 
E-mail 


hoo.com) 


wateringholeshangrila@ya- 


I 
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LIVE-LARGE " BIG SCREEN, NO COMMERCIALS 
INA 


^ Watch it at the following 
SM cinemas 
FAIRVIEW, MANILA, 
MEGAMALL,NORTH EDSA, 
SOUTHMALL, PAMPANGA, CEBU 


JANUARY 22, 2006 
(Sunday) 8:00 a.m. 


LIVE VIASATELLITE. 
FROM LAS VEGAS, USA 


FOWER FLANT 


ami‏ ڪا 


Rockwell Center, Makati City 


CHRONICLES 
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1240,з008:00 900 
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1220240500, 
720940 


For ticket inquires please cali 


North Edsa - 9295452 Mania - 5239240 

Megamall -6331901 Pampanga - 963768} 
76811 Сари: 2313876 
8066888 


DON'T GIVE UP ON US 
P13. 


1220245510, 
7251000 


KINGKONG 
11:30, 3:10, 650, 1030 
маз 


RUD CARPET 


PREMIERE 


eres UNDERWORLD EVOLUTION 
Г SM Megamall Cinema 1 
ЕБЕ 7:30 рт 
1:35, 345,555,805, 10:15 
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Smear OF NARNIA 


Eastwood City Walk 2, Eastwood City 
E Rodriguez Jr. Ave. (C-5} Quezon City 


INS TOMORROW! f 1 
FAMILY STONE 
145, 3:35, E15, 835, 11:00 
наз 


‘ya out-of-this world adventure is waiting for you at SM Cinemal 
OE Fam Pro creari oman comes О пен tor uomo woot 
ou on o kont honor pane - 
ZATHURA 
TEPREE ADVTNTURI 


SNEAK PREVIEW JANUARY 16 and 17 
а guar tco prices 
моде, North Edea, Megaman, Sia. Mera, fouthmal, Вэсоог Fairview, 


For ingles cat 


687-6963 


talent searches 


зол 122070, Sucat. Melon, Volenzueia, MolinRempanga, Marilao, Dasmarinas. 
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MTRCB. PG-13 MTRCB PG-13 


2:10, 5:50, 030 


THE GAME STARTS JANUARY 25 
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backers from spending so much money to 
tilt the voting balance in favor of their 
bets. 

ОҒ course, that doesn't solve the prob- 
lem some shows have with their "expert" 
judges. Thats another area that urgently 
cries out for reform. 

Talent searches’ young contestants de- 
serve to be judged by genuine experts who 
can reliably and objectively tell which new 
performer is better than the others. 

In addition, the jurors should not be 
tempted to come up with pithy, colorful, 
“quotable” put-downs to build up their 
own cachet.as “bitchy” TV personalities. 
Concentrate on the young contestants and 
forget about yourself and your gargantuan 
ego, please! 

Also, don’t resort to sarcasm or personal 
attacks, because they could adversely af- 
fect a newcomers psychological wellbe- 
ing. Show business is not a fraternity that 
young talents should have to be “initiated” 
into! 

Finally, the TV talent search shows have 
to deal with some people's perception that 
the choice of finalists and winners could be 
rigged in favor of some well-connected 
bets. We hear of some judges themselves 
‘who have grumbled about this pressure. 

So, from here on in, everything about TV 
talent searches should be absolutely trans- 
parent and above-board. If everyone in- 
volved hews strictly to that bottom line, 
talent searches’ decisions will gain the re- 
spect of the viewing public, as they must. 


Р movies 
br India "== 


ei—through satelite opera- 
\зто—о over 750 films pro- 
d by Viva Entertainment. 

} presidential consultant, Del 
rio said, he is also intent on 
ing ап organization that 
(d help unite independent and 


[stream füm producers. 
here are two major groups of 


jed. “I think its best to just 
pine them. [It will be] similar 
lc association of theater own- 
а the country Nag-iisa—kaya 
[rag sila There's only one, so 


гоп)” 


1 Rosario said the new group 
fhoid consultations, facilitated 
cive" producers, on how the 
industry could be improved. 
[need to hear them out so that 
h conflicts arise, we could eas- 
id ways to solve i,” he said. 
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Catch the Cineplex Special 


A Blockbuster Gift for All Seasons 
The Shang Cineplex Gift Certificates 
‘Treat your family and frends to a thaling movie expenence 
only at the Shang. 

Cinema Treats - lor Cinemas 1.2.3 and 4 
Promere Rewards - lor the Premiers Theatre 
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his latest report to Mala- 
ng, Del Rosario proposed, 


[ng others, that Big Foot Enter 
nent, the Hollywood produc- 
company in Cebu, be granted 
ptions from import taxes and 
son film equipment. 


по, 


|g Foot Entertainment has in- 
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4 $30 million to operate and 
school and world-class sound. 


‘on Mactan Island. It is will 
o invest $120 million more, 
Kosario said in an earlier inter- 
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Ford Car Display. 


Live Concert featuring 
January 17 to 19 2006 


POPS FERNANDEZ 
January 21, 2006 


Jazz Festival 
January 23, 2006 


————M 
ONSTAGE - The perfect spot for concerts, 
stage plays & coporate events 


is now accepting bookings for May & July 2006 
For bookings, р. call 752-7662 
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Registration for Art Workshops now on-going at 
Ayala Museum . 
For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29. 
Online registration at www.ayalamuseum.org 


AYALA CINEMAS 
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fog c to worw.sureseats.com for web reservations. 
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Be among the first to watch at regular admission prices 


SPECIAL 
SNEAK PREVIEW 


ROM THE AUTHOR OF JUMANJI 


А SPACE ADVENTURE 


AA R 


АДЕ. 


JANUARY 16 (Mon.) & 17 (Tue.) 


ALABANG TOWN CENTER 
GLORIETTA 1 
GLORIETTA 4 
GREENBELT 3 

MARKET! MARKET! 
For screening schedule, pls. call 729-7777 


MTRCB Rating: General Audience (G) 
Regular run bagies January 25 at Ayala Cinemas 


"Customer Service text nom 
Customer Senvica text hotline: 


9917 6095900, 
Glorietta - 752 7272; from 10am to Bpm 
Greenbelt 757 4855; from 1am to f2mn. 


ang Town Conte 842 2762; trom 10am to Bpm 


1632) 231 5342 loc 324 


AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAD AMAA DAM AAA AAA AA AAA 
All-Digital Cinemas 


MARKET 
gsm 


MARKET! 
The фањ, is in the finds 


movies are subject to changa 


witheut prior notice. 
Customer Service Hotline: 886-7515 


EVENTS! EVENTS! 


Free Seating Cinemas: P80.00 
ENTENG KABISOTE 
BLUE MOON 
AKO LEGAL WIFE 
LAGOT KA SAKUYA KO 
MULAWIN 
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-bill rate drops to 3-year low 


Decreasing gov't borrowings to push down rates. 


By Michelle V. Remo 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER — D: Ni 2a 


E-mail pr_business@inguirercomph 
‘Website: wwwing7money.net 


iE for more llo 


Editor Raul О, Marcelo 
INTEGRATED COMPUTER SYSTEMS, INC. Assistant Editor Corrie S. Narisma 


Tel. (632727901 АШЫЙК Text us your feedback: inquirer biz name/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 283 Smart) 


91-DAY TREASURY BILL RATES 
Jan. 17, 2005-Jan.16, 2006 


80 


д ‘TREASURY BILL RATES DROPPED ACROSS ALL 


tenors yesterday, with the bellwether 91-day bill 
65 registering its lowest rate since August 2002. 


The bellwether 91-day Tbill 
rate fell to 4.863 percent—9.8 
basis points lower than the previ- 
ous rate of 4.961 percent—as the 
market remained awash with 
cash while it expected tightening 
of supply of government securi- 
ties. 

‘The 182-day bill fetched a rate 
of 6314 percent, 12.1 basis 
points lower than last weeks 
6.435 percent. The rate for the 
364-day bill slid by 11 basis 
points to 7.289 percent from the 
previous rate of 7.399 percent. 

"The same market sentiments 
have been driving the rates 
downward," National Treasurer 
Omar Cruz told reporters after 
yesterday's weekly ТЫШ auction. 

The treasurer was referring to 
expectations that the government. 
would have improved its fiscal 
position. 

Cruz earlier said the govern- 
ments budget deficit for 2005 
could have fallen to below P160 
billion, much better than the 
deficit ceiling of P180 billion set 
for last year. 


RP posted 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


70 


Official data on the 2005 bud- 
get deficit would be released next. 
week. 

The decreasing budget deficit 
has allowed the government to 
trim its borrowing requirements. 
Cruz said the Bureau of Treasury 
would adjust the domestic borrow- 
ing program originally set for the 
first quarter of this year, in light of 
the positive fiscal developments. 

The Treasury was supposed to 
borrow P75 billion from the do- 
mestic market, by floating T-bills 
and bonds, in the first quarter. 
Cruz said the new domestic bor- 
Towing program for the first 
three-month period would be an- 
nounced in the next few days. 

The decreasing need for gov- 
ernment borrowings matches the 
lingering high level of liquidity 
among banks. Cruz said this gives 
more room for interest rates to 
further slide. 

Cruz noted that this week 
alone, there is already a huge 
mismatch on demand and supply 
of government securities. 


91-DAY/B2 


BOP surplus of $2.41B in 2005 


emor Amando Tetangco Jr. yester- 
day said the strong surplus was 
"due to the double-digit growth in 
OFW (overseas Filipino workers) 
remittances, strong inflows of for- 
eign direct investments and porfo- 
lio investments, government bor- 
rowings and high investment in- 
соте (from offshore ventures)” 
For the month of December ех 
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GOLD: $557.30-557.80 
per ounce Hong Kong jan. 16,2006 


STOCK MARKET 


Shares down 0.5% on fresh concerns 


SHARES YESTERDAY FELL PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 
‘on political concerns, 
spurred by the ruling party's 
decision to backa plan for 
the country to shift to paríia- 
mentary government while 
allowing President Macapa- 
‘gal-Arroyo to finish her term. 
The benchmark 30-com- 
pany Philippine Stock Ex- 
‘change Index was off 10.51 
points, or 0.5 percent, at 2,137.76, after declining 0.5 percent Friday. 
‘Banco de Oro was the most actively traded stock, finishing 1.4 per- 
cent higher at P36, amid the banks offer to merge with Equitable PCI 


SUNNY AND BRIGHT 

The bright colors of the wares on sale match the smile on the 
young girl's face as she tends to a souvenir shop on the island of 
Boracay. The number of tourists out to grab a tan on the island. 
|_as been seen to be on the rise. _ нюансов 


DECEMBER 


peaked for the holidays, the coun- 
try yielded a BOP surplus of $273 
million, reversing the deficits seen 
in the two previous months. 

BOP windfall for this year 
exceeded the expectations of the 
BSB which earlier targeted a sur- 
plus of only $853 million this year. 

The BOP measures the foreign 
ange transactions between 


rest of the world. Its major compo: 
nents are the current account and 
the capital and financial account. 
Net foreign portfolio invest- 
ments, or those placed in local 
stocks, debt papers and bank prod 
ucts, surged to $2.1 billion in 2005." 
Foreign direct investments 
surged 64.4 percent to a net of 
$863 million from January to Octo- 


STRONG FOREIGN EXCHANGE 
inflows, which catapulted the pe- 
so's value against the US dollar in 
2005, have allowed the Philip- 
pines to post a balance of pay- 
ments surplus of $2.41 billion as 
against a deficit of $280 million 
incurred in 2004. 


ee stock market report on Page B2) 
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PDIC to sell 45,000 PLDT shares 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORP YES- 
terday issued a notice to sell a block of 45,475 
shares of Philippine Long Distance Telephone 
Co. previously held by 18 banks, mostly rural 
banks, that were closed by the deposit insurer. 

PDIC said it would entertain sealed offers 
for the PLDT shares on or before Jan. 27 and 
that it would only accept cash. 

Big blocks came from Philippine Invest- 
ment System Organization or Piso Bank, 


Strong peso, 


12,680 shares; Prime Bank Inc, 11,850 
shares; Commonwealth Savings and Loan 
Bank, 8,320 shares; Pacific Banking Corp., 
3,975 shares; Homeowners Savings and 
Loan Association, 3,150 shares and Peninsula. 
Development Bank, 1,350 shares. 

Others have between 80 and 950 shares of 
PLDT. 

‘The PLDT shares were covered by 204 
stock certificates. Clarissa S. Batino 


repayments 


cut gov't debt in October 


THE NATIONAL GOVERNMENT'S LEVEL OF 
debt slid month-on-month by 2 percent to 
P3.95 trillion as of end-October last year, as 
the improving fiscal situation eased its need 
for borrowings. 

‘The debt figure, if divided among the esti- 
mated 85.2 million Filipinos, would mean 
that each citizen would have a share of 
P46,361 in the government's liabilities, which 
was lower than the P47,183 in September. 

‘The lower government debt level meant 
that it retired more liabilities than what it in- 
curred during the month. 

"The decline in the debt figure represented a 
reversal of the 2-percent increase in September, 
when the government sold $1 billion in global 
bonds and P44 billion in retail Treasury bonds. 

Data from the Department of Finance 
stiowed that of the P3.95 trillion in debt, do- 
mestic borrowings accounted for P2.146 trillion 
While foreign debt made up P1.805 trillion. 

Domestic debt as of October was 0.1 per- 
dent higher than the September level, but for- 
eign debt was 3.7 percent lower than the 
month-ago figure. 

The DOF said the decline in foreign debt was 
also due to the appreciation ofthe peso and oth- 
er currencies against the US dollar, which eased 
the debt burden by about P8 billion. 

"The peso-dollar rate used in settling debts 
їп September was pegged P56:$1, while the 
rate used in October was Р55.05:51 


Of the domestic debt, P2.116 trillion was 
raised through the issuance of government 
securities while the rest came from loans con- 
tracted by line agencies and assumed by the. 
national government. 

Of the foreign liabilities, P1.06 trillion rep- 
resented proceeds from the sale of foreign-de- 
nominated securities, such as US dollar-, 
Japanese yen- and euro-denominated bonds. 
"The rest were loans contracted by line agen- 
cies and assumed by the government, includ- 
ing official development assistance. 

DOF data also showed that the govern- 
ment's contingent liabilities reached P602 bil- 
lion, up from the September level of P597 bil- 
lion. Contingent debt represents borrowings 
made by line agencies or state-owned firms 
that were guaranteed by the national govern- 
ment. It becomes part of the government's 
debt if the borrowing entities are declared in 
default. 

National Treasurer Omar Cruz said earlier 
the fiscal situation was expected to further 
improve the government's debt standing. А 
decreasing budget deficit would reduce the 
governments need to borrow, while a bal- 
anced budget would steadily reduce the gov- 
ептеп? debt level. 

According to the DOR the budget deficit for 
2005 was expected to have remained between 
P160 billion and P165 billion, way below the 
ceiling of P180 billion. Michelle V Remo 
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«y Ramon V. DEL ROSARIO SR 
CENTER FOR CORPORATE RESPONSIBILITY 


The Asian Institute of Management - Ramon V. 
del Rosario, Sr. Center for Corporate Responsibility 
is pleased to offer the REINVENTING CSR 
PROGRAM from February 6 to 10, 2006 at the 
AIM Conference Center Manila. 


Become different by making a difference 


How can you make your brand stand out and drive 
your company's success? 


то be on top of the corporate ladder, companies 
need more than financial growth. The future 

of companies depends on reputation, human 
resources management, and community relations 
— factors that impact investor confidence, employee 
loyalty, capital access, and consumer behavior. 
Business success nowadays is judged not only 
оп business performance but, more importantly, 
how it behaves in society. 


Reinventing CSR is a five-day program intended 
to guide companies in designing and implementing 
strategies that can optimize both business and 
social performance. Corporate social responsibility 
(CSR) is becoming the mainstream business 
philosophy of today, and this program will assist 
‘companies to do the right thing in a way that 

is good for business. It is about finding business 
opportunities out of addressing the basic needs 
of the people. 


The main thrusts of the Reinventing CSR Program 
centers on the formulation and implementation 
of the right CSR strategy that can differentiate 
the company's brand and enhance its reputation 
in the market by supporting a social cause aligned 
to the mission and goals of the company. 


For moro ieformaton. 

Please contact Ms. Vanessa T. Sova, Research Associalo, RVA Contr 
lor Corporate Rosponstblty, Asan Insituto ol Managamonl, 

123 Pasco de Roxas, Legaspi Vilago, Makali Cty 1260, Phigpines; 
Te No: (632) 892-4011; Fax No: (632) 7521208; 

Era adaos: узома@ эт odo; Wobste adaross: wmv im adu 


ASIAN INSTITUTE OF MANAGEMENT. 


ин 


February 6-10, 
AIM Conference Center Manila 


This is a practical and systematic program for 
companies that are new in the field of CSR, and 
for practitioners who want to improve their current 
CSR initiatives. The curriculum of the program will 
cover five major aspects: 


1. Introduction to CSR - Provides an overview 
оп what CSR is, why companies are doing it, 
how to conduct a stakeholder analysis, and 
what kinds of CSR initiatives are being 
practiced. 

Developing CSR Strategies - Focuses on 
how to strategically design CSR programs that 
are aligned to the company's vision, mission, 
business goals, and values. 

. Strategies for Implementation - Identifies 
how a company can implement the CSR 
program it wants, the possible ways of 
implementing a CSR program, and solutions 
to implementation issues. 

. Measuring Performance - Discusses 
measurement tools to determine the success 
and failure of the CSR program or areas where 
improvements are needed, and whether the 
intended results have been achieved. 

5. Project Presentation - Participants will present 
а group project on their own CSR strategy, 
incorporating what they have leamed throughout 
the program. 


The Reinventing CSR Program is intended for 
companies and non-governmental organizations 
in the Asia-Pacific Region that are interested In 
good corporate citizenship and sustainable 
development. 


www.alm.edu 
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Thoughts on the Cha-cha 


PROCTER AND GAMBLE IS TAK- 
ing a gamble in expanding its fac- 
tory producing baby's diapers. So 
‘we must beat the bottom. 

In Pattaya, І again decided to 
have a foot massage as it helped me 
so much last year. There are many 
parlors with up to 50 chairs and at- 
fendants, and at night, they are 
filled with tourists. The standard 
change is 200 baht (P240) for one 

‘hour, and they use acupressure. 
One night, in a side street, I saw an 
empty parlor advertising foot mas- 
аре, 100 baht’ Unable to resist a 
bargain, 1 went in and guess what 
they only massaged one foot. 

In the hotel, we had a jacuzzi. 

; When my daughter was asleep, 

"my wife and I decided to take а 
bath together. Suddenly, she 
looked down at me and said, “too 
big.” 1 was flattered, of course, 
but replied, “after 10 years of 
marriage, you are complaining?" 
"No, you idiot. Tubig means wa- 
ter” Iwas deflated. 


1 went into a record store and 
asked the salesgirl if she had any 
classical records. She gave me Roll 
Over Beethoven, a film about a dog. 
When I explained this to her, she 
gave me Cat Stevens in Concert. 
‘That really hurt my felines. Finally, 
in despair, she handed me Eminem, 
which even I know are. chocolates. 
Does any store have CDs on Les 
Miserables, symphonies and con- 
centos of Mozart and other 18th 
century composers? 

All my stories have an element 
of truth in them, except that they 
are exaggerated for dramatic ef- 
fect, hopefully to amuse you. 

eliminated 38 e-mails with at- 
tachments today without even 
Jooking at them. Ifyou want them 
read, send them to mrbear- 
bull2010G yahoo.com 
AFTER the anticipated Christmas 
and New Year rally that occurred 
for the 10th time in 11 years, ће 
market began to chum. This 


Constitution. 


January 16, 2006 
Country 
United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Swltzerland 
Canada. 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thailand 
UAE 

Euro 
Argentina 
Brazil 
Denmark 
India 
Malaysia 
Mexico 

Now Zealand 
South Айса 
Korea. 
Taiwan 


Peso 
Equivalent 
52.4400 
04591 
93.1334 
6.7654 
410618 
452225. 
322281 
395192 
131313 


Equivalent 
0824063 
0007215 
1463535 
0.106314 
0.645261 

0710644 
0506461 

0622592 
2.186364 
0219738 
050910 
0000088 
0.020836 
0.224363 
1000000 
0211699 
0362385 
0.134025 
0.018699 
0.220344 
0.078078 
0575865 
0.136965. 
0000835 
0.025796 


Equivalent 
1.000000 
0008755 
176000 
01129012 
0.783024 
0.852366 
0514590 
0755515 
2853153 
0266852 
0512708 
0000107 
0025284 
0272264 
1213500 
0328707 
0430754 
0162539 
0022891 
0267387 
0094745 
0588812 
0.166207 
0.001013 
0.031304 
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Kroner 
Rupee 
Ringgit 
New Peso 
Dolar 
Rand 
Won 

Mt Dolar 


MR. BEARBULL. 


Ron Nathan 


means that the Phisix lost its di- 
rection and began to consolidate. 
This is not surprising, given some 
of the political statements made 
last Friday when FVR asked GMA 
to cut short her Presidency. Since 
then, there seems to have been a 
healing, but it depends on which 
newspaper you read. 

T would guess that GMA is de- 
termined to finish her term so the 
next question is whether there 
will be a parliamentary system, 
and whether elections will go 
ahead in 2007. I see no reason 
why they should not, as itis in the 
In any case, a 
change in the system is unlikely 
to take place before 2010 because 
it needs careful planning. 

In the French system, there is a 
president and a prime minister The 
‘word prime means first, so he is the 
top man. However, at the recent 
meeting of the EU, President Chirac 
represented France and negotiated 
toughly, refusing to give up any 
form of subsidies, even though the 
UK reduced its rebate. The French 
President is no symbol, he has pow- 
ex, so who is the true leader? 

Confusion in authority became 
evident late last year when Mus- 
lims complained of being dis- 
criminated against and treated as 

citizens, even 
though they had European pass- 
ports. They continued serting fire 
to hundreds of cars every night 
for over a week while a confused, 
inept government looked on, un- 
certain what to do. A country can 
only have one leader, so the 


Announcing the opening of: 


passion for service. 
„Service with integrity 


| HECHANOVA BUGAY & VILCHEZ 


Lawyers 


• EDITHA R. HECHANOVA 
• RODINIL D. BUGAY 
e MARIA GLADYS C. VILCHEZ 


GF Chemphil Building, 851 Antonio Arnaiz Avenue 

Makati City 1223, PHILIPPINES, Те! No. 632-888-4283 

Fax No.: 632-888-4290 Website: www.hechanova.com 
SEC Reg. No. PP 2006 00203, January 10, 2008 


THE FAST TRACK TO CANADA, 


BUSINESS CLASS 


You're a successful professional. In fact, you have the track record and net 
worth lo prove it. You're thinking of migrating to Canada. Uprooting yourself 
and your family is going to be hard enough. But you've spent years building 
up your career or business. You don’t want all that ime and hard work to go 
down the drain. 


Stephen Lockyer 


There's an immigration program that les you go to Canada on your own 


Workhwide Coordinator. 
Nova Scotia Nominee Program. 


British system is better. 

We have had a parliamentary 
system since about 1350 and it 
works very well. Each of about 
680 districts elects a representa- 
tive from one of three parties: La- 
bor, Conservative or Liberal. Un- 
like the US and the Philippines, 
personalities are of far less impor- 
tance than policies. Margaret 
Thatcher was elected three times 
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condescending. Nobody liked 
her, even her own party, and her 
opponents feared her. Yet she was 
the greatest Prime Minister of the 
20th century. She single-handed- 
ly wiped out Communism and de- 
nationalized industries so that 
they become profitable. I greatly 
admire her and I am saddened by 
her frailty after several strokes. 
Our present Prime Minister, 
Топу Blais, is good-looking and 
very charismatic. He is a great 
speaker, much like Bill Clinton, 
but with higher moral standards. 
Yet he is very unpopular because 
he supported President Bush in 
the war against Iraq. The majority 
of the population was against it, 
more зо, after the London bomb- 
ings wherein 66 people died. Be- 
cause of his personal unpopulari- 
ty even within his party, the Labor 
Party won a third term but with a 
substantially reduced majority. 
Nevertheless, it still governs effec- 
tively and the UK had 43 succes- 
sive quarters of growth in GDR 
probably a record for any country. 
While France has a weak econo- 
my, doubledigit unemployment 
and dependence on the rest of Eu- 
Tope to subsidize its inefficient sys- 
tem of farming, the UK has a strong, 
though faltering economy, and its 
rate of unemployment is only half 
that of France of Germany. Proba- 
biy, staying out of the Euro, and 
keeping the pound helped. 
ма. BEARBULL/B3 


SMC food unit 
sues Swift for 
P126M in debt 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 
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SAN MIGUEL FOODS INC. (SMF), THE FOOD 
and beverage arm of San Miguel Corp., has 
asked the Pasig Regional Trial Court to compel. 
Swift Foods Inc. to pay P126 million worth of 
assorted broiler feeds it acquired from SMFI. 

Та its complaint, SMFI said Swift had paid 
only P69.7 million out of the P188 million it 
owed SMFL. =, 

Swift president Luis Bernardo Concepcion fu 
told Inquirer in a brief telephone interview Pe Muang Bint Ê E 
that the company was recognizing its debt of Abr tnni £ nagaral 
P126 million with SMF. He said the company бра ComA 
was not able to pay the amount because its 020909 Sher ungs 
operations were hurt by the bird flu scare that Lapang Gons Mig 6.5 
dampened the poultry market two years ago. mea tp.” mee 

"We hope we can sete this amicably. lam Me ema o & 
quite optimistic we can settle this in a gentle- Semen Mang Corp. 
manly manner, " Concepcion said. nurse cdd 

Including interest payments, Swift's total фаюшри a A 
obligations had already reached P126 million fhe roar Cop i 
as of October 2005. Peksenery hes Сир. 

In September 2004, SMFI agreed to supply PLOT 10% preh gees y р 
and deliver broiler feeds to Swift. It extended a Bree Pe 19 NN XM i 
60-day credit limit to the buyer. Under their trans, PHIL рет arcal 
agreement, any unpaid amount in excess of he "Mem Coo FOR) 
60-day term extended by SMFI will be subject 
to cost of money at the rate of 1.5 percent a 

month unti fully paid. 

Between September 
2004 and February 
20050, SMFI delivered 
P168 million worth of 
broiler feeds to Swifts 
manufacturing plants 
in Bulacan, Isabela, 
Cagayan de Oro , Се- 
bu, General Santos 
and Zamboanga. 
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From page BI through Tbills, and 
P4 billion through 
bonds. 

The huge appetite 
for government secu- 
rities was reflected in 
the high volume of 
bids. Tenders for the 
91-day bill reached 
P2.18 billion, while 
that for the 182-day 


There are P124 
billion worth of ma- 
turing ТЫШ and 
bonds this week, but 
there are only P7.5 
billion worth of debe 
instruments offered 
by the govem- 
ment—P3.5 billion 
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terms: the Nova Scotia Nominee Program. Not only does it guarantee you a 
management postion in a company of your choosing, but your application 
wil be approved in 60 days. No time wasted waiting for approvals, and more 
importantly, no time wasted geting your career or business back in gear. 


I this sounds Ike you, call us at Canadian Professional. We are the only 
consulling frm exclusively authorized to offer the Nova Scotia Nominee 
Program. And Ike you, we are among the best in what we do. 


‘As the leading source of successful Nominees to Nova ‘Scotia, Canadian 
Professional is excited to present Mr. Steve Lockyer, the Worldwide 
Coordinator of the NSNP, who wil e arriving rom Nova Scotia especialy 
for FREE Informa briefings, This unique opportunity is avateble only on 
Tuesday, January 17 and Wednesday, January 18. 


Give us 60 minutes of your time. 
It could change your life for the better. 


FRE informal briefings will be eld at cur office, Suite 
10, 12h Floor MCS Tower, Makati Cinema Square on 
"Tuesday, Janaury 17 at 12: Юрт" 
® Wednesday, January 18 at 6:00 pan. 


Dale Thompson 
Senior immigration Consultant. 
Canadian Professional 


Call 11-1217 or 811-1619, then dial 
108 for Ms. Thummy or 109 for Ms. Kaye 


Or email us at canadian professionai@gmail.com, 


Canadian Professional 
Immigration Services, Inc. 


Authorized Agent of tha Nova Scotia Nominee Program 
Member in Good Standing Canadian босу o tmengration Constant 


A Prime Investment Opportunity 


SALE OF A WATER FRANCHISING COMPANY 
P56,000,000 Negotiable 


A FULLY OPERATIONAL COMPANY involved in tho 
Production and franchising water-f 
шола «шор the alkalno loni 
The Company has an 
network consisting of 46 Motro Manila 
land provincial franchisees. The Company has 
ihe capability to continuously upgrade Ма 
j technology and a Technical Consulting Agreoment 
wth the current owners can be по 
Company Ie completely deb 


The estimated return on Invi 
25% por annum. 


PROCEDURE FOR INTERESTED BUYERS: 


1. Toonen me NFORMATONAND |2 Penso accom ha INFORMATION, 
TRE QUALIFCATON FORM, нду NO PRE QUALIFICATION FORM and 
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DII Capital Corporation 


IF LEGASPI SUES, 178 Serdo St. етар Vage. Maal Cy 
SIROTIO ваза BASO Fax No. 193294 
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91-day T-bill drops ... 


bill stood at P7.4 bil- 
lion. Bids for the 364- 
day bill amounted to 
P6.61 billion. 

The government 
was only borrowing 
Pl billion through 
the 91-day, P1 billion 
from the 182-day 
and P1.5 billion from 
the 364-day bill. 


Shares 


From page Bl 
Bank. Equitable was 
down 0.8 percent at 
P62.50. 

Other actively trad- 
ed stocks were Bank of 
the Philippine Islands, 
which ended down 0.9 
percent at P56, and 
Ayala Land, which 
dosed down 24 per- 
cent at P10.25. 

First Philippine 
Holdings was up 29 
percent at P53, ahead 
of the February initial 
public offering of its 
power generation unit 
First Gen Corp. 

Philippine Long 
Distance Telephone 
Co. was unchanged 
at P1,845. AP 


"TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2006 


Peza OKs 
11 projects 
worth P307M 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE PHILIPPINE ECONOMIC ZONE 
Authority said it had approved the regis- 
tration of 11 projects worth P307 million. 
in the first 10 days of the year. 

Peza Director General Lilia de Lima 
said the projects included two economic 
zone developments and nine informa- 
Чоп technology-based services and man- 
‘ufacturing of products for export. 

The biggest projects were those of 
economic zone developer Jovima Man- 
agement and Development involving the 
operation and maintenance of a P115- 
million, seven-story building and a 
P79.7-million, four-story building, 

Also approved was a P34.7-million back 
office transaction processing operation, а 
P32-million manufacturing facility for pro- 
tective tapes and films for liquid crystal dis- 
plays, and P24.6 million contact call center. 

Peza declined to give further details, 
saying this was subject to the express 
permission of the companies involved. 

De Lima said the total cost of the i 
vestments approved was 57 percent 
higher than the P196.5 million regis- 
tered in the first 10 days of 2005. 

‘Trade Secretary Peter B. Favila recently 
announced that projects approved by Peza 
and the Board of Investments reached a 
total of P231 billion last year, an increase 
of about 24 percent from the P186.3 bil- 
lion posted in 2004, 

Favila also said the amount was 10 
percent higher than the 2005 target of 
P210 billion. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


BusiNESS 
Ongpin firm investing P14B in 3G venture 


Partnership with Hong Kong’s Hutchison Whampoa Ltd. seen 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


CONNECTIVITY UNLIMITED RE- 
sources Inc. (Cure), controlled by for- 
mer trade minister Roberto Ongpin, 
said he would infuse up to P13.7 bil- 
lion into its third-generation or 3G 
mobile venture in the first four years 
ofits operations. 

Cure was one of the four companies 
(and the only new player) that received 
the 3G license and frequency bands 
from the National Telecommunications 
Commission. Smart Communications 
Ine, Globe Telecom Inc., Digitel Mobile 
Phils. Inc. (operator of Sun Cellular) al- 


LBP seeks end to Capwire rehab | 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


А RESTLESS CREDITOR OF CAPITAL WIRE- 
less Inc. wants to liquidate the firm's remain- 
ing assets after failing to service its P1-billion. 
debt in the last five years 

Land Bank of the Philippines asked the Makati 
court last Jan. 11 to terminate Capwires rehabil- 
itation plan for its failure to achieve financial 
goals and, consequently, to pay its creditors. 

According to LandBank, Capwire also 
failed to attract an investor and that it later 
made an “explicit admission” that the restruc- 
turing agreement could not be implemented. 

LandBank also justified its move by citing 
failure of the rehabilitation plan to yield satis- 
factory results ever since its inception. 

“All through the years that the creditors co- 
operated to rehabilitate [Capwire], the latter 
miserably failed to show that it can still be re- 


SMC food unit sues Swift ... 


From page B2 

Bulacan where P87.6 million worth of feeds 
were delivered, followed by Cagayan de Oro, 
P54.6 million; Cebu, P28.7 milion; Isabela, 
P15.7 million; General Santos, P1.8 million, 
and Zamboanga, P234,000. 

"In gross and wanton violation of its obliga- 
tions, defendant (Swift) only paid plaintiff 
(SMF) the aggregate amount of P69.7 mil- 
lion, leaving an unpaid balance of P126.2 as 


Mr. Bearbull 


During the period preceding an election, all 
parties are allowed to make 15-тїпше docu- 
mentaries on their policies, and there are de- 
bates every night with participants of all par- 
ties putting forward their point of views on 
defense, health, education, abortion, cloning, 
same-sex marriages, and many other con- 
tentious topics. Each party prints its mani- 
festo clearly stating its position on each topic, 
and this is distributed door-to-door to the 
electorate. Vote buying is unheard of and the 
entire election is kept 


of Oct. 31. Despite repeated demands, defen- 
dant failed and refused , and still fails and re- 
fuses to pay plaintiff the unpaid balance," SM- 
FI said in its complaint. 

"The complaint dated Dec. 16 was filed by SM- 
Fs legal counsel, Anacleto Diaz & Associates. 

Last September, Concepcion-ed RFM Corp. 
said it took Swift Foods out of its books by trans- 
ferring the shares it holds in the poultry processor 
to shareholders via issuance of preferred shares. 


From page B2 


system of check and balances. 

Will the Senate merge with Congress? I 
cannot see how it will benefit them. Their 
rank and remuneration will be reduced and I 
cannot see what advantage will accrue to 
them. So, although а shift to a unicameral 
body would move legislation forward and be 
beneficial to the nation, 1 doubt that the Sen- 
ate will simply surrender its power. mrbear- 
bull@hotmail.com or mrbearbull2010@ya- 
hoo.com 


so got 3G permits. 

Sources from the МТС said Cure 
‘would tie up with Hong Kong's Hutchi- 
son Whampoa 
trolled by billionaire Li ka-shing, which 
isan active 3G player in many countries. 

The Ongpin group controls Eastern 
Telecommunications Phils. Inc. through 
listed firm ISM Communications Inc. 
"The group also owns Philweb. 

‘Other 3G applicants had questioned 
the NTCS decision to award Cure a 3G 
license despite its lack of track record 
and experience. One of the applicants 
daimed Cure had failed to comply 
with the NTC's roll out plan. 


at a low key, all very 
gentlemanly and 
British. The results 
are known within 
fourhours. 

In the end, the 
electorate votes for 
the party whose man- 
ifesto coincides most 
closely with its own 
ideas. Personalities 
are ignored, only 
policies matter. The 
situation in the US 
and here is exactly 
the opposite. Both 
countries follow the 
personality cult and 
few of the candidates 
have clear policies or 
parties. They go into 
politics for power and 
the money that goes 
with it. 

Not only does the 
present system have 
to change to elimi- 
mate the constant 
gridlock ^ between 
Congress and the 
Senate, but the elec- 
torate has to vote for 
candidates with un- 
blemished records, 
whose wish is to im- 


Financial Planning * 


March 4- M 
Univer: 


Email 
Visit 


Registered Financial 
Planners Institute 


Become a Registered Financial Planner? 
Join the 2" RFP® Program of U.S.A. 


Investment Planning - Retirement Planning 


Tax Planning - Insurance Planning 


RFP® stands for Registered Financial 
Planner. The RFP* is a globally 
recognized certification mark of the 
RFPI USA that identify financial 
professionals who are dedicated to high 
standard of practice and providing 
financial planning advice. 


Who should attend: 
- Insurance Agents 

- Stockbrokers 

- Accountants 
-Lawyers 


larch 25, 2006 
sity of Asia and the Pacific 


- Mutual Fund Agents 
Bankers 

- Wealth Managers 

- Risk Managers 


Tel. Мо.: 687-9856 / 634-6476/77 


info@rfp-philippines.com 
www.rfp-philippines.com. 


The Ongpin co 
position itself as a 
expects to acquire 
Lad, a company con- 


Cure's market. 


The company 


35 percent of the early adapters from 2G 
to 3Gin the first three years of service." 


to stabilize at 33 percent from the 
sixth year of operations. 


750,000 customers in the first year of 
operations and about three million sub- 
scribers on the fifth year. By the 15th 
year of operations, Cure said it would 
have about five million 3G users. 

The Ongpin telco projected a net 
income of more than P2 billion by the 


fourth year of operations from a net loss in the 
first three years. Profits are expected to grow 
to more than P8 billion by the sixth year and 
more than P18 billion by the 15th year. 
Revenue targets were set at P8.2 billion for the 
first year and P40 billion for the fourth year. By 
the 15th year, revenue is seen to hit P88 billion." 


mpany said it would 
“pure 3G operator. It 
approximately 30 to 


share was projected 


Bigwoods Transport Company 
CD 


ей 
is targeting about 


731 Romualdez St., Manila 02- 
www. bigwoodstrucks. 


New Arrivals 119700, 111 9670, rel 


habilitated,” LandBank said in its petition. н 

Other creditors of Capwire include Develop- |: 
ment Bank of the Philippines, Bank of the 
Philippine Islands (having assumed the assets 
of the former Far East Bank), United Overseas 
Bank, Philippine National Bank and Expor-In- 
dustry Bank. 

‘The Santiago family, which controls Capwire 
and Philippine Telegraph & Telephone Corp., 
said in October last year that it was seeking new 
investors for both companies. The family wants 
a new partner who will infuse P500 million into 
both Capwire and PT&T. 

Maureen Santiago, president of Capwire 
said the company was in talks with various 
groups that might put in at least $5 million in 
fresh capital. 

‘Capwire filed a petition for suspension of 
payments with the Securities and Exchange 
‘Commission in July 2000. 
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Order now for only Php 20,000.00 


Installation & materials are included. 
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Have a SMART start this 2006... use 
MSI Packaged Software. 


[MSI PAYROL 


Ensures FAST, COMPLETE & ACCURATE computation of 
payroll & generation of government reportorial requirements. 


MSI DTR fanit- 


A Time Keeping Software that keeps track employee's 
attendance, absences, tardiness, UT and OT records. 
PERSONNEL 
INFORMATIONSYSTEM 
Displays comprehensive 201 Files, & prints pre-defined 
personnel forms. 
QTHER PRODUCTS: 
PROFIT Retail System (POS/Sales Mngr, Inv, A.R. & RO.) 


5 FREEDEMO | 
w/in M.M. 


For Шаш on Profit System call: 
734-8858 736-6753 • 735-4892 


t version w/ the new PHIC TABLE for 
PREMIUM CONTRIBUTION for 2006 
101 Cityland 9 Dela Rosa Condo, 
7648 Dea Rosa St, Makati Cty 1230 
тёз: 892-2798 « 052-2008 « 892-4530 
8924536 « 894-1043 » 894-1525 


Fac: 692-2795 Emall: msi@vasiacom 


Kodak EasyShare 
C300 Digital Camera 


Let IBM LTO Generation 3 do 
backup is now reduced to just a 


SRP Php 245,000.00 
Save Php 44, 800.00 


FREE!!! 


IBM LTO Generation 3: GREAT JUST GOT GREATER! 


Domne. 


the job! What usually takes several hours to 
matter of minutes. 


symantec. 


SRP Php 432,500.00 
Save Php 115, 800.00 


FREE!!! 


While stocks are available, every purchase of 
LTO3 Tape Drive entitles you to two (2) Data 
Cartridges, 3 years 9x5 Warranty, and Symantec 
Backup Exec QuickStart Edition for Windows 


ADVANCE STORAGE RESELLER: 


prove the situation of 
Filipinos, particularly 
the poorest, Will it ev- 
er happen? 1 don't 
know. 1 can only 
hope. 

"The $64,000 dollar 
question is whether 
the Senate will write 
its own obituary. Sena- 
tors are appointed to 
represent the nation 
‘whereas Congressmen 
only represent their 
precinet. Senators are 
fewer in number and 
receive a substantially 
higher allowance. Pur- 
thermore, they have 
the power to block the. 
President so there is a 


While stocks are avaliable, every purchase of ТОЗ 
Tape Autoloader entitles you to 3 years 9x5,SBD 
Onsite Service Warranty, and Symantec Backup 
Exec QuickStart Edition for Windows. 


Promo Prices aro valis unti January 31, 200. 


Advance Solution 
‘elt Рша, 857-7300 
‘gmaadvance@ quostroni com ph 


Microbaso Incorporated 
Tina Casuo, 813-7603 
cratyctmvcrobaso com ph 


Microimage International Corp. 
Jenny бада. 840-4323 
Josguiemeromagept.com 


Notmarks Philippines, Inc. 
Ease G Razon 807-5111 
erazon@netnaris.com 


^ Dota Laver unity 
E 


we Personal Computer Specialist, Inc. 


Fior Salvador, 819-5108 10 09 
salvador @percom.com ph 


‘Total Information Management Corp. 
o Royos. 631-8796 


~~ wwwelitemachinesinc.com JoroyosGmcorp not 
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Youve дадоа Ditibulor 


it's our business to make your business grow 
sales@wsiphil.com.ph +63 2 810.9301 +63 2 812.7666 
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REAL ESTATE 


PROFESSIONAL FOR SALE 


“~ PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER ` 
NAT 


I 


ONAL 


CLASSIFIE 


The Widest Reaching Classifieds 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2006 


RATES 
P75 per line 
(pres окаса EK) 


P245 per column centimeter 


DEADLINES 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections. 
lays to Saturdays Sundays 

12:00 noon 12:00 noon 

Day before publication every Thursday 


BANK ACQUIRED ASSETS FOR SALE 


Location : Lot 10 82 3. Location : No. 32 Lot 173 
Brentwood Heights, Jerusalem Ext Моаув Avenue Park Subd. 
Mulinalona lage, Parahaque Gly  Mervile, Parañaque Ciy 
Desciplon : Townhouse Desorption : res lot improvement 
Aea sqm Am :35 
Рів : P2,400.00000 Pics  : 587400000 

2. Location : #55 Don Fioro St, Location: Lot KÊ 
ВЕ Homes Paraiaque Montersta Heights, Taytay Fal 
Descipion : res1lot wl improvement Description : resdenfal at oniy 
Aoa : 2800m. Же :610 
Price: P4,t64,00000 Pis — 17800000 


RAPID Tx VD-STD. 

Ex. SWEAT PIMPLES КОЮ. 
ALLERGY WARTS SKIN PEEL 
8 Annapolis Greens 
Call 7276124 25 Sam-Tpm 


VOSTO CLINIC COMP LAB 


тат! Matrinco Bldg 
"88 P Tamo Ме! Cy 


GARMA CLINIC 
VD SPECIALIST 
TE 
ШШШ 


ALLERGIES, VAGINAL REPAR, 
RECURRENT UT 
ANMORANAS, ERECTION 
PROBLENS 
INFERTLITYIMPOTENCE 
NOLECYSTISCARRENOVAL 
KELODPAP SMEAR 
COMPLETE LABORATORY 
Garma Beg, Ко 8 Purdue St, 
Cubao, QC. 

(OPEN 9 AM to P OIL to sa 


TEL NOS. 430270 | 130474 
EEJ 


For inquiries: Pls. call Ms. Lulu or Ms. Ning 
at telephone no. 811-9000 locals 7243 or 9812 


ig Greenland Tin! tino 


GRAND VILLAS Top Row 

Mew back ATENEO LOTS 

Mae & lols aie 4263650 
"изн +091914212235 


Barangay Hulo, Mandaluyong City 
Area: 24,837 sqm. (more or less) 
P397 Million - indicative Selling Price 
Foris. lease cat 
UCP ASSET MANAGEMENT & DISPOSITION DVISION 
Tel Nos.: 811-9797 


ject to chenge without prior notice 


'LA VISTA Mansion type. 

РЗ part SWAP ol sea OC 

pepe Cal 4263650 + 
sS 


Sta, Cruz, Laguna 
‘369m! Prime 9224173 


Sta. Cruz, Laguna. 
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BE RICH BY 35 1830 YO 
LUNG TO ATTEND LOCAL 
& TL TANG 0175304851 


TRANSPORTATION TRANSPORTATION 


INTERNET CAFE | LAN | PC 
SETUP MAINTAIN < REPAIR 
SALES + 0921-7248557 
Tont, Home Sue 0072055489 


MENTORSPLUS 8219787 


Dit Mal Yaya nt бой T2 
X MADSYAYA 4305920 


ep Age 008 SERM 100 Lauan SL Ayala Alabang 
ая 478 wipcol fur PEST sec 
Poot яп! 21090 / 


TINT 1254888 


PEMBO SEMICONDO 288 
m 


HOME EXPERT 
YAYAIBHAIDSIF. DRIVER. 
773-8998+0818-709581; 


гона wams шы 

MARSIEOR AGENCY 7300 

ттш тыз Ye Mae пл 
ET 


LBAHAY 9206784 4540620 (02) 263-1818 249. 1821 
0917- 8579189 [0928 - 6911128 


=Р1З00ТАІР 742-14-57 0916. 2069813 1091 - 886075. 


зоя 5520448 P. Binay SL 

юш 9017801 + 7577652 
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FOR SALE 


LEAMA  MANDALUYONG 
20 2CR + 0917-8860440 


NOUSE s LOT FACTORY 


Lots, H&L C5 nr Fort. "ато ао е 


onis Fr, Ayaa 0 вайна Crus 4225055 DOG TRAINER 0919-7218020 
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“FURNISH PASAY 872885 


ма пе Ania PIT иу 057487 


KATRINA RENT A CAR 
d 
05 URVAN ESCAPADE, 
05 L300 VAN, 05 VIOS 
“OS. EVEREST 
(coy 691599 атата 


Боан Dog Sch 0819-2080852 


Kamuning #21 

s210286/8987-091 

NE Meno B Bup BEEIST 
PAMELA 682K TELS296117 ‘RENTAL CARS & VANS 

Vinee MUT сана = мана 

Laguna ВегА Sta Ro NES 

Low DP Edna 0917-83 

Мана 0917421888. 


MLA: 
бс. 
РТАМО nr BUENDIA 
[od 


эла. Cruz Laguna. 
Aocupancy 9224173 


KASANIB WEST REMBO 
0917-8860440 


ANAME YOU CAN TRUSTI 
MAMLA WATCH EXCHANGE 


BUY ° SELL PAWN 
ROLEX+OTHERS 


‘ROTHER SMSS WATCHES 
DIAMONDS / JEWELRY 
LAPPRAISALFAST CASH 
REPARVPQUSH ANY WATCH 
"Tr004-0484 + 834-2806 


1% AUTOLOAN 788-0381 


1% Car Lending 655-0140 
United Tre Car Loan Corp. 


Mii 150m 0917-8860440 


14M C5 Nr The Fort 
stimo. or Зуп, No imt or 
10% DP. LIPAT AGAD 2488 
Timm Fe NIKI 0977810848 


1% CARLOAN 373-8519 


TRANSPORTATION 
FOR SALE 


пъ Car Loan 125488 


MAKATI CONDO 
RENT / SALE: MANY CHOICES 
READY FOR OCCUPANCY 
843-0887 / 887-5318 
wwrw.condo.com.ph. 
Tho Condo Speclallat 


VISTA DE LAGO 
MAR use 1 indi 
Gom Coy, 15min. о Ayala 
VP йг одай FA 
0920-6348545 


ла wat taking corS15577 
Buying Rolex 
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ad 
Fat Cash Ca 08188113078 
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“PROFESSIONAL в CREDIBLE" 
WE BUY USED 


SWISS WATCHES 


Soana aoaea JRE 
SWISS WATCH LOANS 
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‘TRANSPORTATION 
FOR RENT 


1% елиш Car 38097078 


UITTUET 
MEGA PLAZA 28 
PARKING 0917-5213808 


Gone CONDO паи 


NEAR GREENHILLS 


СОНИН Т 
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WE BUY AT HIGH PRICE 


ROLEX 
5546593 5897041 
5602742 0917-8473744 


тъ wo таяна caa тїш: 


CARS FOR RENT 
тенета Car SEBO 


rei as э Си Hisen, Ves, 
Сиода Low Rees 08203510037 


BUYING ROLEX 
‘SWISS WATCHES BEST PRICE 
"7269687 * 0917-8884040 


т мблтабөр Car 721021 


CAR VANS 410-5303 7%wioTehng Car 8959454 


NEED 20 TO TRAMETPT 
EARN NOW 3764912 


HOT New Products frm USA 
(02) 376-2642 & 44 


Prater Calata 668-1202 
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SALES CLERIUPRONO 
ne2618- ауа. single 


40E оборо Sr. Ave. OC 
masem 
PLS. WEAR PROPER ATTIRE 
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24-HOUR 
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722-1144 
or 
722-1155 
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PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER, the recognized leader in the newspaper 
industry with its balanced news and fearless views is committed to helping 
our trade partners achieve its business goals and serving the community 
via generation of employment. 


We are in need of 


BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT SUPERVISORS 


to work for our Distributor Partner in the areas of Pampanga, Bataan, Tarlac, 
Nueva Ecija and Zambales. 


JOB DESCRIPTION: 
м Will handle a sub-distributor partner to grow the business. 


QUALIFICATIONS: 

= College graduates from the localities; 
Highly motivated; Aggressive; Hardworking; 
Must possess excellent oral and written communication skills both in 
English and Filipino; 
Preferably Male, willing to work on a graveyard shift, fast-paced, 
dynamic and flexible environment 


© Background in sales is not necessary, but a plus.. 


Send your Resume to GQY Distribution Group Inc. at 
GQY Distributors Inc., Dolores Homesite Extension, Dolores, 
Зап Fernando Pampanga 


or call/fax 045-9614048 and look for Mr. Mar Manabat or Mr. Jess Yap. 
You can email it to 
jessy @mail.imet.net.ph or qdydistribution.com.ph 


Spar 
PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


> NOTICETO THE DEPOSITORS OF THE CLOSED 
RURAL BANK OF ZAMBOANGUTTA NEGROS ORIENTAL, INC. 


4. Pursuant to Monetary Board Resolution No. 12 dated January 5, 2006 
ordering the closure of the Rural Bank of Zamboanguita (Negros Oriental), 
Inc. (RBZI), the Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation (PDIC) will start 
its operations for the servicing of claims for insured deposits in the closed 
RBZI on Wednesday, January 11, 2006. 


2. Depositorsare requested to proceed directly to the premises of RBZI where they 
can file their claims with the PDIC representatives from January 11 to January 
27, 2006, during office hours (8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M.), Monday to Friday. 


After the said date, all depositors can file their claims personally at the PDIC 
Claims Counter, 6° Floor, SSS BLDG, Ayala Avenue comer V.A. Rufino St., 
Makati City from Monday to Friday, 8:00 A.M. to 5:00 P.M. or by mail to: 


The Manager 

Claims Processing Department 
Philippine Deposit Insurance Corporation 
2228 Chino Roces Avenue 

1231 Makati City 


3. Depositors are advised to present the following requirements to the PDIC 
representatives when filing their claims: 


a. Original evidence of deposit such as Savings Passbook, Certificate of 
Time Deposit, or Bank Statement including Unused Checks. 

b. Two (2) latest identification cards/documents (IDs) with depositor's 
signature. 

Other documents may be required by the PDIC representatives in the course of 

their processing of claims filed. 


4. Pursuant to the provision of R.A. 3591, as amended by R.A. 9302, the 
prescriptive date (last day) for filing claims for insured deposits in the closed 
Rural Bank of Zamboanguita (Negros Oriental), Inc. is on January 7, 2008. 
After January 7, 2008, PDIC as insurer, shall no longer accept any claim for 
insured deposits maintained with the said closed bank. 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


gni mary 17424208) 


POSSIBLE 


Яз ГА 


илаа 


апа мазните 
ЕЯ 


z 


MISSION 


TUESDAY, JANUARY 17, 2006 sige PHILIPPINE DAILY 


RATE 
P245 per column centimeter 
(apiece E 


Ац, wANDALUYON. sies: DEADLINE 
menn ааты, з Fas 6350020 for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
VENIT cud Monday to Sunday 
Hue 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING DIVISION 


pi 
— 12:00 noon 
7 Day before publication 


ү] Dr. Abelardo 
Anacleto Atienza 


Em Ladidawa Snguimboy Alcantara 


His wife, Corazon Abella Atienza: 
brothers and sisters, Antonio (f) and Elizn, Adelaida. 
‘Amparo snd Cesar. Aprifin C+) and Pablo (H), 
"Amelia end Jose (1) Armando and Gloria, 


Mince aa Widow of Conrado C. Alcantara 
oo cee 


далаш Ave. Quezon City, and wil be tame Peacefully joined her Creator 


поте Sanctuario San Jose in Balanga, Bataan 


лз с! on January 15, 2006 at the age of 92. 
" p 


— Her children, Nicasio and Milagros, Felicisimo and Evelyn, 


) eo doen. Tomas, Editha, Rosvida and Paul Dominguez, Alejandro and Rose; 
‘Ga $ Her grandchildren, Anna, Gaby and April, Conrad and Kay, Marco, 
RHENO PEREGRINO GHENT | Ina and André Palma, Miguel, Cecile, Lisa, Anton, and Patricia; 
mur | | Her great-grandchildren, Elise, Luis, Jandro and Amadine; 
“al 6 Her relatives and friends request the reader 


at he age of 36. 
He was cremated in Cebu City to pray for the repose of her soul. 


оп January 12, 2006. His family wishes 
to thank everyone who gave support to and 
grieved with Rhen's loved ones, friends 


oat Sava кешкеш She lies in state at the Santuario de San Antonio, 
| J Forbes Park, Makati. 
Iu Lowing Memory A Requiem Mass will be celebrated at 2:00 PM 
cule Twenty Seventh 7h) Death Anniverenry of on Thursday, January 19, 2006. 
ae nalts күш Interment shall follow at the Manila Memorial Park, 
Sucat, Paranaque. 


snd ie Fony Figh (ith Denth Anniversary of 
VICTOR BELTRAN VITUG 
Who died February 1958 s : К а 
гас н In lieu of flowers, a donation to the Ipil Development Foundation, Inc. 
Кессе pay XP nM 
to support students and seminarians in Zamboanga del Sur 


Toth repose ой зой. 
will be appreciated. 


| toye зурмы 9658 Surely goodness and love will follow те all the days of my life; 
fight, | have finished the and I will dwell in the house of the Lord forever. — Psalms 23:6 
race, | have kept the faith 
(2 Timothy 4) 


LILY dela FUENTE GUERRA mh 


Happy are those who live in your house, 


Peacefully joined our Creator | ee tenes E Бис 
on January 13, 2006 at the age of 76. a 


Her bereaved children Frank, Abelle, Mercy, Colot, Iyen, Rupert, Butch, Our Beloved 
Baby and Maricar and their respective spouses Bonnie, Mart, Chito, Myke, 
Jojo, Mariel, Benjie and Leslie as well as her grandchildren and great 
едете, request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of her da ornejo 
soul. 
Her remains lie in state at the Arlington Memorial Chapel, Araneta Ave., (widow of «Cong. Magdaleno M. Palacol) 
Quezon City. Peacefully joined our Lord on January 14, 2006 at the age of 82. 


Interment will be on Wednesday, January 18, 2006 after the 9:00 A.M. Mass. She is survived by her children Esperanza & Ric, Boy & Nancy: 
grandchildren Tin-Tin, Lyn, Junjun, Marcus and Kristina; brothers Canor, 
Temiong and Paking; sisters Herminia, Norma and Linda and all her 
relatives and friends request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose 
of her soul. 
vy EBDA ARS Her remains lie in state at Holy Trinity Memorial Chapels, Sucat Road, 
“Even when | E Parataque City. 


walk through i MIGUEL LEGASPI MEJIA © Interment will be on Thursday, January 19, 2006, 2:00 p.m. at Manila 4 


o дой Û à was called home to the Lord $ Memorial Park, Sucat Road, Parafiaque City. A 
vellet, | feel 7 оп January 15, 2006 at the age of 79. Pr 
по harm. 7 He shall be missed by his dearest wife Chabeng; children Amie | =. 


уси огё о! & King, Mel & Evelyn, Loida & Bobbit, Cristy & Nap, Alice & 

my side, | Roy, Ariel & Arlene, Mannix & Cathy, Viki & Ced; 

mg c na grandchildren & great grandchildren, relatives and friends 
о 


His remains Не in state at Capilla D of Arlington East, | 

stoff ое, те | į The Garden Chapels, 1354 C. Raymundo Avenue corner ч 

М E Mercedes Avenue, Pasig City. й 
оз 

Peacefully joined her Creator 


Interment will be announced later. 
January 14, 2006 at the age of 60. 
وروی‎ MÀ M н оп 
Floreliana С. Bartolome Jr. 4 LA FUNERARIA PAZ, INC. Her husband NILO; children SASA and RICKY, JUN-JUN 
Y Passed away in the grace of our Lord NER EI and AYA, BOBOY and ODETTE; grandchildren ALISHA, 
on Jan. 14, 2006 al the age of 54 PTERMENT CREATOR TRISTAN, MIGGUI, ANTON, KAELA, and RICO; relatives 
e and friends request your prayers for the repose of her soul. 


Psalm 23: 
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T UERMMMC College of Nursing Class 68 
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Her bereaved mother retired Justice. zd jiener PU 

Floreliana C. Bartolome Sr. & her siblings TAN BAN [oes obe announced | 1o be announced | 
ос. 


Becky, Roberto & Annie, Alex & Olive, RET 
nieces and nephews request the pious o pray Her remains lie in state at Mt, Carmel Church, New Manila and 


for the eternal repose of her soul, TRIN anions | orem [x will be brought to Concepcion Church, Baliuag, Bulacan on 
Her body lies at the Loyola Memorial ос Mon Fak 19 Thursday, January 19. Interment will be on Friday, January 20, 


Chapels, Chapel N, Guadalupe, Makati City. at3 p.m. 


Interment will be on Wednesday 
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Banks’ NPL ratio hits 7-yr low 


Bad loans contract while total loans extended rise 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BAD LOANS-TO-TOTAL LOANS RATIO 
of Philippine commercial banks dropped to a 
seven-and-a-half year low of 8.74 percent аз 
of end-November versus 9.65 percent as of 
end-October, the Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas 
said yesterday. 

. The month-on-month decline in non-per- 
forming loans was made possible by the 4.7- 
percent contraction in total NPLs alongside. 
the 5.2-percent rise in total loans during the 
period. 


‘Total NPLs stood at P164.3 billion versus 
P172.35 billion at the end of October while 
total loans were reported at P1.88 trillion 
from P1.79 trillion in the previous month. 

Net of interbank loans, the sector's NPL ra- 
tio also declined to 10.5 percent from 11.51 
percent in the previous month given a 4.5- 
percent expansion in regular lending. 

‘The banking system’s NPL burden fell back 
to single digit levels in 2005 for the first time 
in seven years as the special purpose vehicle 
(SPV) scheme allowed the bulk unloading of 
bad assets earlier in the year. 
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‘The sector's NPL ratio peaked at 18.81 per- 
cent in October 2001, but started to ease 
sharply starting last year as banks scrambled 
to avail of the SPV Law's incentives. The SPV 
framework, which expired last April, had al- 
lowed banks to clean up about P95 billion in 
bad assets since last year. 

The SPV Law waived some taxes and re- 
duced fees usually collected in the sale or 
transfer of assets. It waived documentary 
stamp, capital gains and value added tax 
while reducing registration and transfer fees 
by 50 percent. 

Restructured loans also dipped as a ratio of 
total loans to 5.62 percent from 5.99 percent 
in the previous month on the back of a 1-per- 
cent decline in loan restructuring activities. 
Meantime, with a slower 0.3-percent reduc- 
tion in non-performing restructured loans 
over the month, the ratio of non-performing 
restructured loans to total restructured loans 
rose to 48.51 percent from 48.15 percent at 
the end of October. 

Debt restructuring can cover a whole range 
of concessions —including the lengthening of 
maturity, lowering of interest rates and in ex- 
treme cases, the conversion of debt into equi- 
ty—to give the borrower breathing room and 
a chance to revive its business. 


MWSS seeks 
$30M to settle 
Maynilad debts 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


THE METROPOLITAN WATERWORKS AND 
Sewerage System will borrow around.$30 
million from foreign and local banks to set- 
tle the obligations of Maynilad Water Ser- 
vices Inc., which will fall due in the first. 
semester. 

The MWSS Board of Directors have decid- 
ed to take out the loan and pay off Maynilad's 
debts before the new investors take over the 
water concession in the second half of the 
year, MWSS sources said. 

“The $120-million performance bond that 
we have tapped from Maynilad will soon run 
out,” a ranking MWSS official explained. “We 
have to acquire the bridge financing» by 
Apri.” т 

The MWSS will again request the national 
government, through the Department of Fi- 
nance, to back them up when they proceed 
with the borrowing. 

‘The MWSS last year borrowed close to P10 
billion to pay off the unpaid obligations of 
Maynilad. 

The financially ailing Maynilad has not ful- 
ly paid its concession fees to the MWSS. 

‘The company claims that it is having cash 
flow problems. 

‘As of 2005, the company paid P800 million 
in concession fees. 

Aside from settling Maynilad's maturing 
obligations, the MWSS will also use part of 
the $30-million loan to finance the construc- 
tion of new water sources and the repair of an 
aqueduct linking the Umiray-Angat Dam. 

“The MWSS needs to repair Aqueduct 6 so 
as not disrupt the water supply to Metro 
Manila. 


FirstGen eyes 
IPO price of P51 
to P62 per share 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


FIRST GEN CORP, THE HOLDING COMPANY 
of the Lopez Group's power generation assets, 
has set the price range for its maiden offering 
in February at between P51 and P62 a share. 

‘This is narrower than the P51 to P74 per 
share range earlier reported to the Philippine 
Stock Exchange. 

Based on the prospectus submitted yester- 
day to the PSE, First Gen will raise P11.2 bil- 
lion from the sale of 180.9 million to 219.9 
million new shares, 

Its secondary offering—or the sale of shares. 
from existing shareholders—consists of 125 
million shares at the same price range. 

First Gen is holding a roadshow to drum up in- 
vestor interest in the offering up to Jan. 27. The 
IPO date was set for Feb, 10. 

In earlier disclosures, First Gen said it would 
usea portion of the IPO proceeds to fund future 
projects, including its plan to bid for electric 
plants being sold by National Power Corp. 

The 1PO, along with the secondary offer, 
will give the investing public ownership of 
25.5 to 33.7 percent of FirstGen. 

1f plans push through, First Gen will be the 
first company to list on the PSE this year. 

In the meantime, a source said First Philip- 
pine Holdings Corp., the parent firm of First 
Gen, was willing to get diluted in the compa- 
ny to 51 percent the present 88 percent. 
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Australian Charlie Hogg says 


| һ е art meditation can bring many good 


things to your life—a sound mind, 


of peaceful thinking freedom from stress, better 


relationships, even world peace 


By Pam Pastor peaceful energy for one's self Des us tions to a certain extent. What — Dealing with difficult people 
and for those around them. you сап do is reprogram yourre- is another thing that can block 
HARLIE HOGG BE- On a recent visit to the Philip m actions to people and situations. your path to peace. But Hogg 
hi for Pines, he enlightens his audi- \ And thats what meditation says its a matter of choice. 
gan his quest for ence on how to change the world 7 teaches us. Not to react so vio- 
peace around 30 and their relationships with the 1 
years ago in Australia by help of meditation. After the 
joining marches against two-hour session, he answers 
his country’s participation, more questions about Raja Yoga 
in the Vietnam war And tthe good things k can bring 
his street experience left “Raja means King, it’s sort of 
him with a big realization. the king of the yogas. Yoga aims 
"So many of us who were to: discipline your body, your 
marching against war were such breathing, your mind. Raja Yoga 
angry people. We were so ag- is realizing yourself as a spiritual 
gressive. We were campaigning being, as a soul, and having a 
for peace but we were such deep union of the mind with the МЕ 
peace-less people. And whatIre- supreme soul," he says. Б Аш 
alized was that we'd never make»  , ee ый 
a peaceful world with that sort Loving oneself CHARLIE Hogg zz l 
of attitude.” Hogg says people generally j i à 
Hogg soon discovered medita- have three responsibilities іп in a world full of people who are 1y learned the virtues, the quali- 
tion afer traveling through life—to the family, to the work constantly being too hard оп ties, the positive things of those е 8 
Asia, the Middle East and Eu- and to oneself. But in this fast- themselves around you, they will pick it up 10.25% 
rope. He realized that it could paced and crazy world, most “Tve talked to thousands of and respond to you. The founda- meaty 
become his own way of bringing people end up neglecting them- people in so many countries and tion of building positive rela- 71.00% P10,322 
peace to the world. * selves. Tve learned that the internal di- tionships is knowing the value of 5 j 
“Meditation is the simple tool ^ Ultimately Hogg says, medi- alogue is so violent sometimes others and sustaining that value. 11.25% P10,493 
that anyone can use to create tation is an expression of love against the self. I did a dialogue When we lack self-respect, we = ы 
P10,665 


lently internally toward others Most disarming 

and even myself and just learn “When anyone's hostile or dis- 
the art of sustaining peaceful respectful, we always have a 
thinking.” THE ART/C3 


Your new home is 
closer than you think. 


oan 


peace of mind. It’s our personal for one’s self. “It’s taking time to with a Buddhist monk once and tend to put other people down.” 11.50% 
and powerful contribution to see what quality of thoughts we were talking about the seeds Of course, it's not as easy as it ы 
global well-being. I really be- you're having in your mind and of violence. We came tothe con- sounds. Hogg admits, “There's 
Foe not its Galy when we realizing that the quality of clusion that violence starts in по doubt, just like any art, it | * Rates apy only for mew loan releases where purpose is colton, 
change that the world changes. thoughts tend to completely cre- the way we treat ourselves. If. takes practice.” construction or refinancing. Rates are subject to change without prior notice 
When I taste peace, when Ifeel it ate the quality of your life.” treat myself in that way, 'loften And efforts will have to be 
in my life and I live it in my life, Hefeelsthat,deepdown, peo- use that behavior on others,” made, especially when external 
thats the best contribution to ple find it very difficult to re- Hogg says. factors make your pursuit for | Call 45-8792 or tert PSBANK HOME AD your name> «your landline nos 
peace.” spect themselves. “We learn how _, , ч pence of mind extra bard. Hogg | щт н qus si to 381-772 for Smart or UU MNT 
Today Hogg continues his tobe confident, we know how to Chain reaction says the secret is in not letting = 
quest for peace ав the director of Фо things well but that doesn’t Meditation creates a chain re- things affect you like they nor- 
the Brahma Kumaris Raja Yoga mean we feel good about who action of sorts. Your positive at- mally would. 
Centers in Australia. He travels we are. Meditation improves the titude toward yourself will lead “Meditation educates you on 
the world, sharing his knowl- quality of my relationship with you to have a positive attitude why you're so influenced by 
edge on meditation, peace and myselllearntobemoregentle, toward others and the world. things around you and how you FZ UTNE TEL 
Selon by speaking at forums, more respectful and more loving “Its an art form to learn how can be less influenced. Most WT TET 
Seminars retreats and work. toward myself which I think isa to value people, learn what's people try to change the things jan ni 
shops—allthewaytotheUnited very positive thing in life." good about people, says Hogg. happening around them but it's nationwide. 
Nations in New York to discuss Тће love for self is an impor- “It will improve relationships not possible. You can't change 
how to effectively harness tant thing to develop, especially overnight. When you've mental- people, you can't change situa- 
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2006 Manila's Lovelies 


Marie Elaine Gomez, 


Maria Angela Medella, Cristalle Ranillo, Jo 
Christine Napoles and Erica Feliz Marquez 
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(ABOVE) Outgoing 
Loveliest gals in thei 
hot dance numb: 
Dianna How, 
Kathleen Que, 
Bianca Manalo, 


Dianne Sison 


Five beauties promote one good cause 


d 


LOIS Villanueva, М: 
Ambassador of Spai 


y 


s 


а Camacho, Aurora Lapuz S. and husband 
Ignacio Sagaz, and Chacha Camacho 


DIRECTORS: Moi, Cinderella’s Therese Coronel Santos, foundation 


chair Nini Licaros, and chair emeritus, P 


lippine Tatler and Harrison 


Plaza's top woman, Irene Martel Francisco 


Yolly Ayson, Love 14 Foundation board member Carrie Bautista, Fe 
Rodriguez, Fanny Blanco, Chit Gohu and Nene Leonor 


MT 
a 


VIVACIOUS 


FORMER Guimaras Gov. Emily 
businesswoman Relucio and husband, southern 


Garcia and 


Milagros How baron Albertito Lopez 


WORLD-TRAVELER: 
ilda Salonga 


RUE TO ITS COMMITMENT TO 
| "bring hope along with the promise of 
а better and brighter tomorrow,” this 
fantastic charity organization, simply called 
Love 14 Foundation, held its yearly gala pre- 
sentation of Manila's Five Loveliest at the 
grand Rizal Ballroom of the Makati Shangri- 
La Hotel, palanggas. Tons of socio-civic-mind- 
ed personalities walked on the red carpet to 
witness this traditional celebration for a good 
cause. 

Five carefully chosen young, beautiful and 
extremely intelligent girls were prodaimed 
Manila's Five Loveliest 2006: Marie Elaine Ha- 
lasan Gomez, Erica Feliz Mar- 
quez, Maria Angela Hilado 
Medella, Jo Christine lim 
Napoles and Christalle Lau- 
теп Tupaz-Ranillo. All these 
gals will serve as ambassadors 
of charity. They will symbolize 
hope and the promise of a bet- 
ter life for our less fortunate 
brothers and sisters, palanggas. 

Naturellement, a fabulous 
event like this had to have the 
best major sponsors, like inter- 
nationally renowned Roberto 
Coin Jewelry, which was represented by Pilar 
Coin, the attractive wife of Roberto Coin who 
jetted in just for the occasion. As she watched 
the girls оп stage, she noticed their stylish 
gowns and I found out they were beautifully de- 
signed by two of the country’s young top de- 
signers, Jun Escario and OJ Hofer. Hair and 
makeup were done by Studio 546. 

For entertainment, we watched with delight 
the hot dance numbers by guest performers like. 
Faith Cuneta, Juaquin and the Whiplash, and 
previous “loveliest” winners Bianca Valerio, 
Maricris Sarino, Cristal Bagatsing and 
Pamela Ayson, who also shared the hosting 
chores. 

Bravo to fashion director Jackie Aquino who 


, BATTING 


Maurice 
Arcache 


PRESIDENT Naty Pappas and 
foundation director Becky 
Garcia 


| WITHOUT 


{AN EYELASH € 


Photos by Alex Van Hagen 
using Kodak EasyShare 


beautifully directed this year's Loveliest Night of 
the Year, palanggas. 


Auction 

But the real fun part was when a previous 
“Loveliest," exotic beauty Raya Mananquil, 
modeled for the exciting auction the specially 
designed heart-shaped pendant in white gold 
and 4.60 pave-set diamonds that measured 3.4 
x3.2.cm valued at 15,000 euros (P945,000), an 
exquisite jewelry of Roberto Coin. Well, the 
lucky gal who got it was Christina Pappas, 
daughter of Love 14 Foundation incumbent 
president Naty Arranz and the late Greek ship- 

ping magnate George Pap- 
pas. 

Raya earlier modeled 
eye-catching eyewear prod- 
ucts of Tag Heuer, no less, 
that were also auctioned off 
during the event. 

As the presentation 
reached the glamorous sum- 
mit of the evening, the par- 
ents of the Lovelies and ev- 
eryone who had been in- 
volved in this major cause 
and extended their support 
and generosity got tons of appreciation and al- 
most unending applause. 


y 


True gems 

As chair, the elegant and stylish Nini Licaros 
looked every bit the beauty queen she was in a 
slinky silk gown designed for her and her alone. 
Well, dahlings, Nini was definitely a show-stop- 
per She said in her speech, ‘All of you are true 
gems of inspiration. There can be no overem- 
phasis on the help that you have provided to our 
foundation.” 

All the proceeds of this awesome gala event 
will go to the scholarship program of the foun- 
dation, palangges. 

Hey, its roll call time. Here are the hardwork- 


NINI Layug with May Neri, wife of 
plastic surgeon George Neri and 
‘one of Manille's top hostesses 
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VIRMA Vergel De Dios, Helen Ong, Joanne 
Matschuck and Pam Ayson 


BOBONG Velez of the popular Mezze's. 
Resto and Bar, Len Olbes and Elizabeth Litz 


FORMER beauty queen Myrna Borromeo 
and hotshot couple behind Family Rubbing. 
Alcohol, Ernie and Fe Yu 


ing individuals of the foundation who made 
sure that many well-deserving girls and boys 
‘would receive the scholarship that would help 
give them a better future: officers—Nini Li- 
caros, its diehard chair; Naty Pappas, presi- 
dent; Therese Santos, vice president; Chacha 
Camacho, secretary; Nini Valdez, treasurer; 
Donnie Ramirez, PRO; and Irene Martel 
Francisco, chair emeritus. Directors are Becky 
Garcia, Joanne Matschuck, moi, Bernice Palan: 
са Go, Pamela Ayson and Ana de Dios. 

Once the band played dance tunes, every- 
one—young and young at heart—got rolling 
and rocked the floor with intensity that lasted 
till way past Cinderella's bedtime, palanggas. 

‘Thanks to Biorica Skin Care Product from 
France and Luxury Sports Vision from Tag 
Heuer; Paradise Mango Rum Liqueur, which 
was being served aside from wine, to over 500 
guests during the cocktails. And a trés special 
thanks to another previous Manila Loveliest, 
‘Amina Aranaz, now Mrs. Alunan, for the trés 
elegant Aranaz bags. OK, palanggas, please take 
your bow as we say, “Thank you for your utmost 
generous support." 


Valdez, Bernice Palanca Go and Ann De Dios 


THIS NEWS ITEM IN THE DEC. 
23,2005, issue of Philippine Dai 
ly Inquirer caught my attentio 
“Group sex among consenting 
adults is neither prostitution, 
nor a threat to society, the 
Supreme Court of Canada ruled 
оп Wednesday as it lifted a ban 
on so-called ‘swingers’ club. 

“In a ruling that changes the 
way Canadian courts determine 
what poses a threat to the popula- 
tion, the top court threw out the 
conviction of a Montreal man who 
тап a club where members could 
have group sex in a private room 
behind locked doors." 

Out of curiosity, I sent the sto- 
ту to several Filipino women 
friends and asked whether they 
would now migrate to Canada. 
Replies ranged from, "I wouldn't 
even think of it,” to "Lets go!” 

А Philippine Airlines intema- 
tional flight attendant said she 
heard of a Canadian club called 
Free Will but a friend said it was 
very impersonal and mechanical 
"Not my cup of tea,” she said. 

Attitude toward sex and what 


is acceptable sexual behavior 
differ from one culture to anoth- 
ет. Such a ruling will not be is- 
sued here, especially with my 
Born-Again friend, Art Pangani- 
ban, as chief justice of the 
‘Supreme Court. 


Taboo 

In this highly conservative 
and outwardly religious country, 
anything connected to sex is 
taboo. Even movie titles and ad- 
vertisements are given sexual in- 
terprerations. Remember the 
public outery over a liquor com- 
pany’s ad, “Nakatikim ka na ba 
ng 15 aiios?" 

1 personally didn’t consider it 
morally offensive, but apparently 
some people thought otherwise. 
Following the protests, including 
the slashing of a billboard by an 
overzealous former mayor, the 
company withdrew the ad. 

This is why this country will 
never attain intellectual and 
emotional maturity in sexual 
matters. We will forever remain 
in the adolescent stage of sexual 
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development—forever curious 
because we are never allowed to 
satisfy our natural, healthy and 
harmless inclinations. 

The more society tries to sup- 
press the healthy and normal ex- 
pression of sexuality, the more 
pathological and neurotic a per- 
son's behavior becomes. 

The average Filipino man or 
woman will get shocked at the 
sight of a bare-breasted woman 
оп the street. But in Berkeley, 
California, for example, 1 saw 
two half-naked women walking 
casually without being arrested 
or causing scandal. In the world- 
famous beaches of Ipanema and 
Copacabana in Rio de Janeiro, as 
well as in the French Riviera and 
їп Bali, Indonesia, women ca- 


Normal 


come part 
ture. 


ed, but no 


vorted and played volleyball 
with only tiny pieces of cloth for 
Ў covering. And nobody paid any 
à) special attention o them. 


Because these people are used 
to such a sight, itis no longer a 
novelty or a curiosity. It has be- 


Our conservative public offi- 
cials and the more conservative 
religious authorities may be un- 
wittingly stunting the Filipino's 
maturity regarding sex. Discour- 
aging any attempt at sexual Ii 
eralization will ensure the pub- 
ties being forever in the puerile. 
stage of sexual development. 
Our moral values are at best 
pathological or, worse, pervert- 


this, or talks about it. To ilh 
trate, puta life-size poster or pic- 
ture of nwo men brutally killing 
each other on a wall inside a 
mall, In another spot, put a life 
size poster or picture of a naked 
man and woman holdi 


Pinoy remains immature in sexual matters 


or kissing each other. 


moral or offensive? 


Only recently, in Davao City, a 
protest was raised against the 
display of a completely naked 
statue of the Roman god Apollo. 
Ir is the exact replica of a statue 
in Rome where the Vatican, the 
seat of Catholicism, is located. 
Isn't this a sign of a pathological 
mind? But here we call it good 


of the norm or cul- 


moral judgment. 


опе seems to realize the adult population. 


zines will 


= hands ment advanced by reli 


Which of these two posters do 
you think will receive the loud- 
est protest and be considered im- 


agree thata certain degree of 
censorship must be applied to 
protect those whose minds may 
not be ready to see delicate parts 
of the human anatomy without 
malice or prurient interest. But 
this certainly should not apply to 


1 don't believe that allowing 
adults to see naked men and 
women in movies and maga- 
increase 
against morality and against 
women, the most common argu- 


other ultra conservative groups. 
No serious, incontestable study 
has ever been conducted to 
prove this. 

‘The current ban on the display 
of nipples and pubic hair in 
movies and publications has not 
helped reduce crimes against 
women. Too many women and 
minors are being raped and sex- 
ually molested, some even by 
Catholic priests. So what does 
this show us? 

The more we suppress and 
censor natural and healthy ex- 
pressions of sexuality, the more 
we arouse the publie's curiosity. 
Once curiosity is satisfied, it is 
gone. A person who has had a 
full meal and is no longer hungry 
will not want to eat again. 

Hopefully we wil mature 
enough to regard the naked hu- 
man body as a beautiful creation 
of God, and without malice 


Note: For information on semi- 
nars 1 conduct, books I have writ- 
ten and other services offe please 
call 8107245 and 8926806. 
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TS A MYTH THAT ABDOMINAL 
I exercises are all you need to have a 

flat abdomen. The exercises, by 
themselves, do not burn enough calories 
to make a significant reduction in ab- 
dominal fat. Studies have shown that 
you can't reduce the fat in a particular. 
part of the body by only doing specific 
exercises for that area. 

But abdominal exercises do help to 
make your tummy look smaller by act- 
ing like a tight girdle to hold in your in- 
testines, stomach, and other internal 
organs. Strong ab muscles also help to 
prevent lower back injury. 

In 2001, the American Council on 
Exercise, aka the "workout watchdog," 
asked Dr. Peter Francis of the San Diego 
University to rate 13 abdominal exer- 
cises to find out which exercise worked 
the abdominal muscles the most. 

Four muscles form a multilayered 
multidirectional girdle around the 
trunk, The most obvious to the naked 
eye, the rectus abdominis or the “six 
pack” muscle, runs vertically down the 
middle of your abdomen. The external 
and internal obliques crisscross the 
‘waist in opposing diagonal fibers. And 
the deepest muscle, the transverues ab- 
dominis, wraps around the middle of 


the torso like a big wide belt. 


Comparison 

Francis measured the activity of the 
rectus and external obliques. The tradi- 
tional crunch or half sit-up was used as 
the standard for comparison. 

Four of the exercises used abdominal 
equipment—captain’s chair (also 
called a “high chair” or “Roman chair"), 
stability ball, Torso Track, and Ab- 
Rocker. 

The captain's chair is a gym machine 
that lets the user “hang” off the ground 
by resting on the forearms while lifting 
the legs. It was found to be 212 percent 
more intense for the rectus than a 
crunch and 310 percent more intense 
for the obliques. 

Crunches done on a stability ball 
‘were 139 percent more intense for the 
rectus and 147 percent more intense 
for the obliques. 

‘The Torso Track (a device that you 
use while on your knees as you roll for- 
ward on your hands) was just slightly 
more intense than a regular crunch. 
‘The least intense was the Ab-Rocker (a 
chair-like machine), which had a sort 
of negative rating because it had only 
21 percent of the intensity you normal- 


EXERCISE OF THE WEEK 
Pilates side leg lift series 3 
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ly got froma traditional crunch. 

Put another way, it was 79 percent 
less intense than a crunch. In fact, it 
was the least intense of all the 13 exer- 
cises evaluated. 


Most intense 

‘The big winner was exercise done 
without equipment. It was 248 percent 
more intense for the rectus than a 
crunch and 290 percent more intense 
for the obliques. Francis called it the 
“bicycle maneuver.” Pilates fans know 
it as the “single leg stretch.” To do the 
exercise, you lie on your back, raise 
your knees over your hips, tighten your 
abs and then straighten one leg at a 
time at a 45-degree angle while you di- 
agonally twist your upper body. 

Other top winners were the "vertical 
leg crunch” and the “reverse crunch.” 
For a complete description of all the 13 
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The most intense ab exercises 


exercises in the study, go to the ACE 
website (www.acefitness.org) 

The most intense exercises all i 
volved using the abdominals as a stal 
lizing force to hold the trunk steady 
while the lower body did the move- 
ment. It makes sense that these types of 
exercises would be more intense than 
other kinds of crunches (even one done 
with both arms straight overhead) be- 
cause the lower body weighs more than 
the upper body. 

The exception in the “winner's cir- 
cle” was the stability ball, which was 
the third most intense exercise of the 
13 exercises rated (first was the bicy- 
cle, second was the captain's chair, 
fourth was the vertical leg crunch, fifth 
was the reverse crunch). The reason is 
the ball is an unstable surface. It keeps 
moving underneath you. This makes 
the abdominal muscles contract hard 
сао off the 


Benchmark 

Use this information wisely. This 
doesn't mean that the traditional 
crunch is not worth anything in 
strengthening your abs. It is just used 
as the benchmark or the standard 


This Pilates-inspired exercise strengthens 
the obliques (muscles that crisscross the 
waist), as well as the hips and inner thigh 
muscles. 

Equipment 

Exercise mat 

Exercise technique 

1. Ше on your side with your legs togeth- 
er and in line with your hips and shoulders. 

2. Rest your head on your straight bottom. 
arm and place your other hand on top of 
yourhip. оч 

3. Exhale as you lift both your legs and 
upper body (slide your hand down your 
leg). Inhale as you bring them down. 

Performance tips 

1. Always contract your abdominal mus- 
cles first before you lift your torso and legs 
to protect your lower back. 


2. Point your feet as you lift the legs. Flex 
your feet as you lower them down. 

3. Avoid jerking. Move slowly with con- 
trol as you lift and lower. 

4. Keep your shoulder and hip from 
rolling forward or backward by contracting 
your abdominal muscles and visualizing a 
glass of water on your shoulder and hip. 

5. Lengthen and elongate by stretching 
your upper body and legs in opposite direc- 
tions. 

6. Try to keep your neck and head parallel 

чо the floor when lifting. Try to keep knees 
and ankles together. 

7. This is an advanced exercise. Do notat- 
tempt this if you have a history of lower 
back problems. Ask your doctor first. 

Repetitions 

Do five to 10 repetitions on each side. 


The art of peaceful thinking 


From page CI 

choice. I can choose to accept it or not accept 
it. What we learn in this practice is really not 
to accept it in the first place... If someone 
disrespects you, give them respect back. It's 
thë most disarming thing. They wouldnt 
know what to do. I tell you, human beings, 
whether they're the President, need love 
and respect. When we give it to them, they 
soften and they'll be open to whatever you 
‘want to communicate to them." 

‘And its not just those who deem them- 
selves as the villains of your life but also the 
people you love who make an impact on 
your state of mind. Hogg says, "We want lov- 
ing relationships but we're so fragile and 
delicate that we keep taking sorrow from the 
people we love. So one day we love, the next 
day we're so furious with them. We get hurt 
and offended. Those relationships are based 
on ego rather than real understanding. 
‘We've become so delicate now that just а 
thought, a facial expression, just the pres- 
ence of people sometimes affects us.” 

Hogg says the key is “detached involve- 
ment” or taking the dependence out of the 
relationship. 

“When you begin to practice meditation, 
you appreciate people. You interact with 
people but you will realize that all the rich- 
ness in life is internal. So you're not really 
dependent on people loving you, supporting 
you, respecting you. If they do, its nice. If 
they dont, it's also nice. You're still in- 
volved, you're still connected. But when you 
take away dependence, you take away a lot. 
of the negativity. There's less control and 
manipulation.” 

Hogg says that the less influenced you are 
by people, the more you can help them. 
“Even when a mother has a desperately sick 
child, a nurse is better to look after the child 
because the nurse is loving but the nurse is 
not so caught up in the worry. Its a blessing 
in life when you don't feel so influenced and 
5o sensitive." 

Apart from establishing healthier rela- 
tionships with one's self and with others, 
meditation offers a lot of other benefits for 
people who consistently practice it. 


Mental and emotional benefits 

“A majority of the benefits are mental and 
emotional. You begin to value yourself 
more, you don't feel like a victim of your 
state of mind, you sleep better, and зо on. 


People who meditate regularly have less 
hospital visits and doctor visits than other 
people. Your immune system is strength- 
ened when you're happy, when you're peace- 
ful and when you have loving feelings. You 
have resilience to illness." 

Hogg enumerates signs that will tell you 
it’s a good time to study meditation. “If you 
have highly fluctuating moods and a chronic 
lack of self value, if you're always putting 
yourself down; if you're feeling fearful and 
anxious about people and situations in your 
life, if your mind is in overdrive, if you can't 
sleep well, if you don't know how to stop.” 

Hogg says meditation is also a good way 
for people to explore their deeper purpose in 
life. 

But how does meditation fit in a predomi- 
nantly Catholic society like the Philippines 
where people might be afraid that the prac- 
tice would clash with their religious beliefs? 

Hogg believes there isn’t any conflict. 
“Tve taught Jesuit priests and nuns to medi- 
tate. It's a universal practice, really. It’s just 
enhancing the quality of your relationship 
with God. In the contemporary world, un- 
fortunately, there's a lot of conflict between 
religions. But feel that true religion is to be 
respectful and tolerant of everyone, to give 
value to every belief. In our centers, there 
are Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Bud- 
dhists—they all come and they continue to 
practice their lifestyle but they also find that 
the method of meditation helps them con- 
nect with God. . . [Meditation] doesn't clash 
with religion, its just surviving in the 21st 
century. And it’s free, that's a fringe bene- 
fit” 


The Brahma Kumaris World Spiritual Uni- 
versity has 7,000 branches in about 90 coun- 
tries. It offers courses and programs for deep- 
ening the understanding of universal princi- 
ples and developing spiritual skills. Brahma 
Kumaris Meditation Center is at 7484 
Bagtikan St., San Antonio Village, Makati 
City, tels. 8907960 and 8907906; e-mail 
bkmanila@pldedsl.net; 4149421 (Quezon 
City), 5212015 (Manila), 046-4132128 
(Tagaytay), 074-4455935 (Baguio), 054- 
4730622 (Naga), 032-2545975 (Cebu), 
082-2286052 (Inner Space Davao), 082- 
2990509 (Davao). 


E-mail the author at ppastorQinquir- 
ercom.ph. 
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Rest the painful muscle 


against which to compare the intensity 
oftheother exercise: 

Remember the principle of specifici- 
ty of training, which states that you on- 
ly get good at what you train for. If you 
have been used to doing the “bicycle 
maneuver," you will probably find d. 
ing a crunch on a stability ball a "pell 
shaking" experience even though the 
latter is a less intense exercise. 

If you are not used to doing abdomi- 
nal exercises, the bicycle maneuver is 
not exactly the place to start, especially 
if your lower back is also weak. Your 
abs will not be strong enough to hold 
the lower back in place because of the 
weight of the legs. 

Beginners can do these types of exer- 
cises but they need special instructions 
to modify them (like bicycling at 90 de- 
grees directly on top of the hips) for 
their fitness level. 

Advanced exercisers have many 
more challenging choices. It just so 
happened that these were the 13 exer- 
cises chosen for evaluation. 


Next week: More abdominal exercise 
research 


Visit www.tinajuanfitness. info 


‘Most musce рыя feet ice an uncomfortable ache or scien and may also indude sweling and redness. I is 
‘often related to tension, overuse, or muscle injury from exercise or physcabydemandig work. Most muscle pain is 
temporary and minor and can be relieved by simple remedies: 


Avoid high-impact aerobic activities and weight iting when injured or while in pain. 


+ Be sure to get plenty of sleep and try to reduce stress. 


Yoga and mediation are excelent ways to help you seep and relax. 
in traditions! Chinese medicine (TOM), according to John K. Chen, PRD, in an article in Acupuncture Tody, “elective 


pain reef most often requires the use of herbs thar activate qi and blood, removing stagnation and thus resing the 
сале of pin” 


"The fundamental etiology of pain i i stagnation, blood stagnation, or both tis often sald that where there ls pain, 


there в sagrario; where there is stagnation, there is pan." Dr. Chen sad. 


BSI Medicated Spray is a natural solution for muscle pala. k contains six herbal ingredients found to relieve 


рәп, menthol and meth sakcyte. The pain-relieving herbs ncde mar vomica, believed to promote the low of 
ard blood i the соймеган, relieve pan and promote the subsidence of swelling; dario which is beleved to 
ep strengthen bones, promote the healing of fracture; pseudoginseng which comes from the dried root of nar 
notopinseng helps eliminare blood stasis, arrest bleeding, decrease swelling and Huperzia Serrate (Lycopodium 
‘Serratum) which helps treat infamenation and injury from fall or bumps 


BSI Medicated Spray comes in a handy and easy-to-use 64 ml plastic container, which В non-aerosol, therefore 


‘covironment rend К ls also economical, with controlled release mechanism, and can be used for more than 450 
times, There is no need to massage the area as the soothing rele of BSI Medicated Spray is fel right away. 


ай Medicated Spray is бей for people who undergo strenuous physical activities (ag, athletes, military personnel), 


those experiencing low back pain, wrist pain, neck pain, those with arthrids and rheumatism. It can also be used by 

people who jast wane to relax their muscles and get the feeling of a massage, 

ай Medested Spray. a aural relief for tired and strained muscis, is distributed exclusively by hey Smart Formulae 5 
Corp. (Tel ло. 374-6181 * 374-6179) and mallable az Mercury Drug oae 
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Soothing. Nourishing. Cleansing. Slimming. 
Ай and healthy body starts with the proper diet, exercise, and 
ABS Herbal Tea. ABS Herbal Tea helps you maintain good 


ртт 


health and a slim figure. It will cleanse your body, improve 


your metabolism, and provide you with ай the healthful nutrients 


you need to keep pace with your a 


lifestyle, It's the toa 


that keeps you ABSolutely fit. 


‘wwrw.abs-herbs.com.ph 
‘Avaliable In leading drugstores and selected supermarkets nationwide. 
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S VALENTINES DAY 
Az “Close-Up in- 
vites everyone to share 
their romantic expressions in the 
grandest of all lovefests, Lova- 
palooza, on Feb. 11. 
Here are sample kilig moments 
from two couples who loved out 
loud, and on live television. 


On-cam proposals. 

‘After over a year of dating, Ditoy 
Aguila proposed to Digital Tour 
host Iya Yotoko on the Valentines 
(oe es 

'He was so insistent that we 
showed up," Yotoko recalls. “We 
did a simple segment on couples. 


out f 


‘When the interview was about to 

end, he yelled ‘wait!’ Then he said, 

"I have something to say to you’. Af- 

ter a long litany of beautiful words, 

he popped the question and I said 
p 


Vince Hizon's proposal to 
sportscaster Patricia “Shaan” 
Bermudez was almost like an ex- 
hilarating, heart-pumping basket- 
ball game. 

“Vince was going to play that 
day and I was assigned to do the 
courtside report,” says Bermudez. 
“1 heard something from the stadi- 
um speakers. I turned around and 
saw Vince with flowers and a mi- 
crophone. He said, Will you make 


P100,000.00 


e 
loud 


TRUE life partners lya Yotoko and Ditoy Aguila, married for four 


years now, got engaged on-cam. 


me the happiest man in the world 
and be Mrs. Vince Hizon?" 

"After a long and deep breath, 1 
said yes! It was like a buzzer-beat- 
ing, championship-winning mo- 
ment for the crowd. It was рше 
magic. He slipped the ring on my 
finger, and we hugged. I was weep- 
ing, and Vince was teary-eyed.” 


Contest 

You too can melt your loved 
ones heart at Close-Up Lova- 
palooza, the ultimate venue for ro- 
mance. 

Send your own sweet strategy to 


There will be 16 grand expres- 
sions of love during the Close-Up 
Lovapalooza at four simultaneous 
parties on Feb. 11 along Roxas 
Boulevard Baywalk in Manila, 
Bayanihan Park in Angeles City, 
Ayala Business Park in Cebu City, 
and Matina Town Square in Davao 
су. 
With top celebrity hosts and mu- 
sical performers, Close-Up Lova- 
palooza 2006 is designed to be the 
year’s grandest Valentine celebra- 
tion. 

Make every Lovapalooza kiss 
sweeter with Close-Up's Valentine 


PER 40 FT CONTAINER 


Visions and Expressions, Room 


P30.00 


PER PAIR 


ZENCO SALES, INC., INFORMS THE PUBLIC 
THATITIS THE OWNER OF THE TRADEMARK 
"ISLANDER AND RAINBOW DEVICE", WHICH 
MARK IS DULY REGISTERED WITH THE INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY OFFICE WITH REGISTRATION NO 52505. 


ZENCO SALES, INC., IN PROTECTING ITS INTELLECTUAL 
PROPERTY RIGHTS FURTHER INFORMS THE PUBLIC THAT 
IT HAS DECIDED TO GRANT MONETARY REWARD TO ANY 
PERSON/S WHO SHALL HAVE CONTRIBUTED ANY 
INFORMATION THAT MAY LEAD TO THE IDENTIFICATION 
АМО APPREHENSION OR ARREST OF PERSON OR 
PERSONS INFRINGING ON THE "ISLANDER" MARK ANDIOR 
‘THE SEIZURE OR CONFISCATION OF THE FAKE ISLANDER 
SANDALS BEING MANUFACTURED, DISTRIBUTED, 
PRODUCED OR SOLD BY THEM. THE AMOUNT OF REWARD SHALL BE 
ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND PESOS (100,000.00) 
FOR EVERY 40 FT CONTAINER FULL OF FAKE ISLANDER SANDALS 
OR THIRTY PESOS (30.00) FOR EVERY PAIR 
ОЕ FAKE ISLANDER SANDAL THAT MAY BE SEIZED OR CONFISCATED. 


FOR INQUIRIES, KINDLY CONTACT ATTY. DOMINADOR B. LAO AT 
TELEPHONE NOS. (02242-0522 AND (02) 242-0625 IN METRO 
MANILA; IN THE PROVINCES, YOU MAY CONTACT. 

THE MANAGER OF ANY ZENCO FOOTSTEP BRANCH 
STORE IN THE LOCALITY. 


ZENCO SALES, INC. 


МЕРВІСага, the Healthcare F Deserve! 


Take 


BASKETBALL star Vince Hizon proposed marriage to Shaan 


Bermudez on national TV. 


303 Townes Building, Pasay Road, 
Makati City, not later than Jan. 31. 


special limited-edition Strawberry 
Kiss flavor, available from January 
to March! 


Balance is key to good health 


“The way to health is a scented bath and an 
ой massage everyday."—Hippocrates, Sth 
century BC 


ONE OF THE FUNDAMENTAL CONCEPTS 
FOR achieving balance is the pursuit of harmo- 
ny within the body and with the environment. 

There are regimens you can apply to everyday 
life, extracted and distilled from the best Asian 
ways to achieve balance. You need not hie off toa 
place as remote and exotic asa Himalayan spa to 
recharge and rejuvenate the body, mind and spir- 
it This can be achieved right here in the city or in 
the privacy of your own home or any accessible 
place of retreat and relaxation. 

Instead of seeking treatment, focus on a natu- 
ral way of being that will alow you to become 
stronger and healthier 


Be kind to yourself 

Often, we are too hard on ourselves. In daily 
life, an office worker will stay on the job an extra 
hour just to finish the paperwork even if he/she 
is feeling hunger pangs. An executive will skip 
breakfast just to make it to that important meet- 
ing or burn up his/her inner reserves by over- 
loading the day with back-to-back meetings with 
hardly time to catch his/her breath. Worst of all, 
a businessman will bring the office—and paper- 
‘work—to his house. Sounds familiar? 

Begin by being kind to yourself 

1. Leave the office where it is. Don't take it 
home with you. The home is a place for relax- 
ation. Keep it that way. 

2. Listen to the call of nature. If you are hun- 
gy eat If you have an urgent need to rush to the. 
toile, by all means go. Do not postpone the im- 
portant or the inevitable. 


INSIDE 
Out 


Cory Quirino 


3. In-between meetings, deliberations and ne- 
gotiations, give yourself time for relaxation, 
enough to do this three-minute breathing exer- 
cise: Close your eyes. Sit back. Be comfortable. 
Recall your favorite music. Hear it in your head. 
Breath slowly Exhale gently. Shut out the world. 
“Listen” to the song till tye end. 

4. Have five sips of water to energize yourself. 

5. Face the world witha smile. 


Seek your balance 

‘According to traditional Chinese medicine, ev- 
erything in the universe consists of the yin and 
the yang 

Yin is feminine, cold, quiet, static, dark and 
wet while Yang is masculine, dynamic, bright, 
warm and dry. Without yin, there is no yang and 
vice versa. True health can only be achieved if 
they are in harmony within us. 

"This equilibrium can be destroyed or disrupt- 
ed by many internal influences (emotional up- 
heavals like sorrow, worry, grief, fear, shock and, 
yes, even extreme joy) and external forces (cold, 
fire, wind, dampness, heat, fire and dryness). 
Being one 

‘Considered by the scholars as the oldest heal- 
ing practice in the world, Ayurveda (ayur—lie, 
veda knowledge) and its belief centers on being 
"one." The vibrations of creation produced five 


Do-it-yourself ‘long and 
loose’ look for your hair 


elements: space, water, fire heat that were re- 
duced to three forces—vata=ait, pitta-fire, 
kapha earth. It is the balance of these doshas 
thatrules ones constitution. 

What dosha type are you? Vata =artistic, ner- 
vous/high-strung; pitta=aggressive, hot-tem- 
pered, driven; kapha=loving, affectionate, car- 
ing but prone to weight gain. All individuals pos- 
sess these characteristics but one dosha will Бе 
dominant. 

Healing oil treatment 

Vata—calming oils: almond, castor, olive, 
sesame, wheat germ; 

Pita—cooling oils: coconut, almond, sun- 
flower, sandalwood; 

Kapha—invigorating oils: canola, com, mus- 
tard T 

‘Warm without overheating your chosen ой. 
Rub onto your body from head to toe for 15 min- 
utes. Take a hot shower Feel relaxed and be still 
fora few minutes, 

Note: Dosha preparations are available at 
Body Shop. 

Yoghurt rub 

Get 2-3 cups of plain yoghurt. Coat your body 
from head to foot. Leave on for 10 minutes, Geta 
towelette and rub your body briskly. Rinse in cool 
water 

No treatment, no matter how simple or so: 
phisticated, can help you fee! better if your mind 
is notat peace. So, open your mind and allow the 
healing forces of nature to give you your much 
desired balance. 

Loveand light! 


Reference: "Spa Style Asia Book” 
Email the author at coryquirino fyGyahoo. 
con. 


IZA CALZADO, 
Pantene model, 
shows off her 
beautiful long hair. 


HERE'S GOOD NEWS FOR THE MODERN, FASHIONABLE 
Asian woman who wants to achieve the “long and loose” 


What health benefits can be derived Ch a rge h А : 
анто А hair look but doesn’t want to spend hours working at it. 
from virgin coconut oil (VCO)?. ` / Andy Uffels, Pantene Pro Vs global artistic director, says 
O the “in” hair look may be recreated easily and quickly on 
© | уон. 

Wash and condition hair with Pantene Smooth and Silky 
Shampoo and Conditioner. Blow dry your hair with a flat 
brush, drying it from scalp to ends for a really smooth ap- 
pearance and add body by drying in different directions. 

Blow any hair from the face and brush it lightly before 
leaving it to hang naturally. 

For that special night-out, play with your hair and style it 
differently. 

After washing your hair with Pantene Smooth and Silky 
Shampoo and Conditioner, further pamper it with а special 
treat, Using Pantene's Intensive Rinse-Off Conditioner will 
provide hair with extra conditioning to work on the hair 
Shaft to make it well moisturized, smooth, shiny and 
strong. 

Blow-dry hair with a roller brush until itis ultra sleek and 
Nat to вет of any frizziness or flyaway ends. 

Draw back into a full-bodied chignon or high ponytail, 
and, again, smooth away any flyaway hair from around the 
face and ears 


Virgin coconut oil (VCO) has unique properties because» 
it contains the most concentrated natural source of 
medium chain fatty acids (63%). These MCPAs or 
‘medium-chain fatty acids enter the body directly into the 
portal veins, are processed directly in the liver and 
immediately converted into energy, and are not deposited 
аз fat. Therefore, less strain (o the liver, pancreas and 
digestive system. It is useful for critically-ill patients and 
those with problems with fat digestion, including 
premature babies. And because of its thermogenic 
properties it raises the metabolic rate of the body, 
prevents accumulation of fts and can even cause weight 
loss. Medium-chain fatty acids are usually added into 
sports drinks and energy bars to provide a quick source. 
of energy. У 
Contrary to the notion that all saturated fats aggravate 
| coronary heart disease, with Из MCFA content it does not 
raise cholesterol levels in the blood but maintains or 
increases HDL (good cholesterol) in the blood. 
Moreover, the Inuric acid found in VCO has 


10th autism week opens 


viruses, bacterin, fungi end protozoa, 


tuberculosis mycobacteria, human immunodeficiency 
virus (HIV), and helicobacter pyroli (peptic ulcer). 


MEDICard'Y Medical Director, De. Nicky Montoya umveers questions оп health through the n 
assistunce and expertise of MEDICard net edited specialists. Wri t De. Ne 
(or E-mail him at inquirya medicandphi.com for your inquiries оп health 


THE AUTISM SOCIETY OF THE 
Philippines (ASP) marks the 10th Na- 
tional Autism Consciousness Week 
Jan. 16-22. 

Presidential Proclamation 711; is- 
sued in 1996, designated the third week 
of January as Autism Consciousness 
Week to develop awareness of autism 
and to promote an environment where 


autistic individuals can "live with digni- 
ty, function independently and con- 
tribute productively to society” 

‘ASP has launched several 


in cooperation with the private sector, 
medical professionals, nongovernment. 
organizations and government agen- 
дез, It is estimated that Filipinos with 
autism currently number 300,000. 

This year’s three-day Autism Con- 
sciousness Week has for its theme, 
“Taas Моо, Angat Autismo." 

“The event kicks off with a dinner show 
featuring people with autism on Jan, 20, 
6 p.m, at the Legend Villas in Mandaluy- 
ong City Tickets cost P800 each. A Fami- 
ly Support Group Meeting is scheduled 


Jan, 21 at the ASP office, QC, to be facili- 
tated by Advocacy Committee head 
Carmelita Almendrala, who has a mas- 
ters degree in Special Education and 
mother ofa 37-year-old high-functioning 
autistic. Jan. 22, 8 am-12 nn, is ASP 
Family Day, at the National Center for 
Mental Health. Thera Free is scheduled 
in the айеглооп at the Neptali Gonzales 
Integrated Day Care Center, Mandaluy- 
оп. Call 9266941/4368713 or e-mail 
infogautismphilsorg or autism-phils@ 
pacific.net.ph. 


